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Happy Birthday to You! 

Kindrochit Court in Braemar has just celebrated its 20th 
Birthday. Opened by Her Majesty the Queen on 19th Sep-
tember 1989 these sheltered flats have become a valued 
asset to the local community. Only one of the original ten-

ants, 96 year old 
Jean Kingdon 
(featured in the 
photo cutting the 
20th anniversary 
cake), believed to 
be the oldest per-
son in the village, 
is still in residence. 
Celebrations 
with the inevitable 
birthday cake were 
held to mark the 
occasion on Satur-

day 19th September 2009, twenty years to the day since the 
Queen opened the sheltered housing development. 

Welcome to New Staff at Braemar Primary School 

The new term saw not only new pupils for Braemar School, but three 
new members of staff as well.  The Buzzard is delighted to welcome Mrs 
Louise Duckworth, Head Teacher of Ballater School, who will be head of 
Braemar this year while Mrs Sophia Watt is on extended leave.  Mrs 
Marilyn Baker’s retiral at the end of last term left a space in the nursery 

Mrs Griffiths Miss Strang 

which has been temporarily 
filled by Mrs Celia Griffiths, 
who some of you may re-
member was the nursery 

teacher a few years ago. Celia is continuing to teach 
at Ballater in the mornings and Braemar in the after-
noons.  Finally, we welcome Miss Julia Strang who 
will be teaching the Primary 5-7 class this year. We 
wish them, and all the staff and children at the school 

all the very best for a year of excellence in education. 

Mrs Louise Duckworth 
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Snippets        

 A charming feature of an excellent concert in 

the village hall saw top Scottish fiddler Paul 

Anderson duet on stage with Braemar’s ten 

year old Ellie McLaren – one to tell the grand-

children................ Paul - when Ellie becomes 

rich and famous ! 

 After the concert an elderly resident of the vil-

lage was asked if he could play any instrument -  

‘I don’t know’ he replied ........ ‘I’ve never tried!’ 

 To confirm a record period of continuous wet 

weather in the village during August we ob-

tained official Met Office statistics which showed 

that there were actually seven days without pre-

cipitation – certainly didn’t feel like it! 

 

Scottish Ambulance Service                         

North Division 

Retained Ambulance Services 

Braemar, Grampian 

Further to our recent advertisement for Retained 
Ambulance Staff in the Braemar area, the Ser-
vice is continuing to seek residents in the local 
area who are willing and able to assist in provid-
ing this valuable service to the local community. 

In conjunction with our stakeholders in the local 
community, we would like to recruit, train and 
equip up to a further six dedicated and capable 
people from in and around Braemar area who 
are willing to commit some of their time and en-
ergy to form a team of retained ambulance per-
sonnel. The team will complement the full-time 
ambulance crew that is based in Ballater and the 
Braemar First Responder Scheme. 

Training will be carried out by professional offi-
cers who are accredited by the Health Profes-
sions Council. 

On successful completion of your First Person on 
Scene (FPOS) and driving modules, you will be 
paid a retainer of up to £2,000 per annum de-
pending on your availability and experience plus 
an hourly rate of up to £9.31 for any times you 
are called out. 

If you think that you could fulfil the role of a Re-
tained Ambulance Person, then we want to hear 
from you. 

Application forms for this post can be obtained 
from the Personnel Department, Divisional Head-
quarters, Ashgrove Road West, Aberdeen, AB16 
5EG or by telephone on 01224 812200.  Com-
pleted application forms must be returned to the 
above postal address by the closing date of Fri-

day 30th October 2009. 

Braemar Ambulance   

Unfortunately there have not been sufficient 

recruits for the proposed Braemar Retained 

Ambulance service to get the project off the 

ground.  If the community want this service to 

be available we have to find a way of staffing it 

to an adequate level.  Consequently the Scot-

tish Ambulance Service are continuing their 

recruitment drive with the following advertis-

ment.  Application forms are available from the 

Newsagent/Pharmacy. 

Your Secret’s Safe 

with us Lauren! 

Dear Buzzard 

I am 10 and I live in Newcastle Upon Tyne but of-
ten come to Braemar to stay with my granny and 
granda so I take this place for granted. This place 
is better in lots of different ways such as people’s 
attitude and everyone is kind to everyone else. I 
wish Newcastle was just like this. Let’s keep it this 
way! And I just want to say that if you live here 
you are very privileged. Also if you don’t live here, 
if you ever get the chance to come back here 
please don’t turn it down. I know I would not. I just 
wish more people knew about this place! But then 
again it’s good to keep it my little secret.  
   From,  Lauren Garden 

letters 

Please send any letters/articles for the next issue of 

the Buzzard to: 

braemar.newsgroup@yahoo.co.uk 

Deadline for next edition is 23 November and the 

compilers are Richard Baker & Pam McAree.  To 

book adverts Maggie MacAlpine 41245 -  adverts 

cost £15 per eight of a page. 

Know Your Neighbour : 

Q – Which lady in the village 

once worked in the largest strip

-club in the world ? -   see p7 
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Mar Lodge Nature Club: 

Thanks to funding (from the Scottish Government, European Community Cairngorms LEADER 2007-

2013 programme and Cairngorms National Park Authority), the National Trust for Scotland’s Mar 

Lodge Nature Club built on last year’s success with around 20 kids from the village and beyond at-

tending monthly throughout the summer. The year got off to a flying start in March with the award win-

ning puppet show – The Man Who Planted Trees.  Over a hundred people packed into the Ballroom to 

be captivated by the comic yet touching show about a man (and his dog) who single-handedly trans-

forms a dry and dusty region of France into a lush forest by planting 100 acorns every day. 

The highlight of April’s ‘Fascinating frogs and tremendous toads’ was the discovery of newts in pools 

around the lodge, while in May, Nature Club member’s got a chance to learn about woodland working 

on the estate – with the opportunity to use two man timber saws in a race a particular hit! 

Luckily the sun shone on the day of June’s session on house martins, swallows and swifts. The kids 

easily matched the insect catching ability of these superb fliers with their speed and  agility - throwing 

balls at large cut-outs of insects!  July’s pond dipping revealed lots of baby newts - the product of the 

activities of the newts discovered in April. 

Despite the attention of midges, August’s 

session in Mar Forest looked at different 

tree species and the animals dependent 

on them, as well as planting, aging and 

measuring the trees themselves. 

September’s Nature Club is  planning to 

combine with the Scouts to look at bats, 

before the final session of the year in Oc-

tober on fungi.  Shaila and Mar Lodge 

staff would especially like to thank 

Johanna and Nicole for all their efforts as 

volunteers in helping organise and run 

Nature Club this year.                                          

                    Mike Daniels    

 

Health News : 

Dr Donald Cruickshank 

 

Seasonal Flu Vaccination: 

With winter almost upon us it now time to think 

about having the seasonal flu vaccination. This 

vaccination is offered to all patients over 65 and to 

those younger patients with certain specific medical 

conditions that put them at increased risk if they 

contract Influenza. These include Diabetes, 

Asthma, Heart Disease, Kidney Disease, Liver Dis-

ease, Stroke & TIA. It is also indicated for patients 

who have impaired immunity as a result of Chemo-

therapy, Prolonged High Dose Steroid Therapy and 

those with no Spleen.  

The immunisation will not protect against the 

common cold and mild viral illnesses.  The 

vaccine is now available, and we will be con-

tacting eligible patients over the next few 

weeks to arrange vaccination.  You can con-

tact the Surgery if you would like any further 

information. 

‘Swine Flu’ Vaccination: 

This year in view of the risk of the H1N1 virus, 

more commonly known as Swine Flu, the NHS 

will have a second vaccination program start-

ing probably in November to protect vulnerable 

groups against this virus. It is expected that 

two doses of the swine flu vaccine will be re-

quired 3 weeks apart and the Department of 

Health is currently finalising the details of the 

program which will be published soon. 
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In Living Memory:   by James C Gill 

This picture in the Times in July reminded me of my 
first holiday in Braemar in 1923.  AG Cummings or 
‘AG’ as he was known was the local worthy of his time. 
We, father, mother and brother stayed at Fife cottages 
with a Mary Wilson.  Her parents had died young and 
Mary brought up her four brothers on her own.  Ali was 
a baker in the village with Gordons and produced the 
finest morning rolls or ‘baps’ as we called them and 
then became a chef at a top London hotel.  Charlie 
was a shepherd and grazed his sheep on the golf 
course supplying me with an unlimited amount of golf 
balls.  Trevor enjoyed his Saturday nights in the Fife 
but was ever present on Sunday morning standing sol-
emnly at the Kirk door as beadle.  Donald, the young-
est, was a joiner and very homesick when he moved 
to Hall’s in Aberdeen.  He came to our house for a 
meal every Sunday.  AG stayed in No.2 Fife cottages 
(two houses in these days) with his daughter. Every 
morning he splashed his face in a basin of cold water 

at the back door – he didn’t need to shave with his beard covering most of the skin.  Eventually Mary 
married one of the Canadian lumberjacks, here during the war, and made her home in Canada.  A 
Mr Grant preaching here one Sunday spoke of a Mary Oliver of Braemar whom he had met the week 
before at church in Canada so I was able to renew contact.  When her son first visited the village he 
knew every corner - so well described by his mother. 

Do you have a story that you would like to relate about some aspect of local life from a by-gone 

era?  Very often these memories can be triggered by a photograph or current event and the Buz-

zard team would love you to share these memories with us so that  ‘In Living Memory’ can de-

velop as a regular feature.  

The 2009 Gathering  

One of the wettest spells of weather on record in the run up to this year’s Games gave many 
sleepless nights for the Society Committee but finally abated on the day to ensure another memo-
rable event.  A large crowd, only marginally down on last year’s numbers, seemed particularly fo-
cused on the activities in the ring creating an extremely good atmosphere for spectators and com-
petitors alike.  A large Royal party was treated to the usual mix of serious and light hearted events 
where again the inclusion of some Eastern European competitors pressed the home grown talent 
in all the heavy competitions and threatened several long standing records.  Particularly popular 
was the return of the 1959 Gordon Highlanders tug of war team who dominated the event around 
the country during that year - culminating in victory at the ‘59 Gathering.  

Mr Sammy Bruce, who has prepared the Royal Pavil-
ion since 1961, was presented to the Queen in rec-
ognition of his long service.  The Queen was inter-
ested to know where the thatching materials were 
sourced from.  The decoration of the Pavilion will in 
the future  be undertaken by local man Robbie 
Wright. 

The Royal Coat of Arms on the pediment of the 
Queen’s Pavilion, which has been missing for some 
time has, thanks to the ‘Auld Alliance’, now been re-
fitted after expert restoration by Michel Brat. 

From last issue... 

In the last issue of the Buzzard we re-
ported the fact that, in the last two years, 
vandalism has occurred in the vicinity of 
the Games Park on the night of the Fam-
ily Ceilidh following the Junior Games. 

We are happy to acknowledge however 
that, no evidence exists to link the two 
events. 
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Wedding of the year!   

Janette Stewart and Graeme Davidson were mar-

ried on the summit of Morrone at 2,800 ft on Friday 

11th September 2009 by local registrar Alice Cum-

ming. This is the first wedding in living memory to 

be performed at this location and may well be the 

only one.  Celebrations continued at Braemar 

Lodge. Hotel and thereafter at the Village Hall. 

Braemar Castle    Sept 2009 

After a slowish May and June, visitor numbers in 
both July and August have been double those of 
last year.  Total number of visitors in August was 
almost 1500 with September up 30% on last 
year. 

The castle has been successful in the BT Com-
munity Awards and we have taken delivery of a 
laptop computer and free Broadband Wi-fi con-
nection.  The computer will be used for research 
and to provide a central point of access for 
shared documents such as the shared calendar 
where events and staffing at the castle are re-
corded.  If anyone lacks confidence in computer 
use, basic training can be provided free using 
this computer (for more information, please con-
tact Doreen Wood on 

 doreen.a.wood@btinternet.com) 

Four  new volunteers are now trained, and are 
guiding and working in the castle shop.  If you’d 
like to join the team please contact Sheila Ander-
son  41599. 

A fund raising concert was held in the Village 
Hall at the end of September with entertainment 
from fiddler Paul Anderson, the Castleton Danc-
ers and Ellie Mclaren with drams provided by 
Royal Lochnagar Distillery.  An excellent evening 
was enjoyed by all and £640 was raised for the 
Restoration fund. 

In a very competitive environment, a bid to se-
cure Heritage Lottery Funding has been unsuc-
cessful, with only two of the eight projects going 
through to the next round.  This will change the 
pace of the project, work will now have to be 
done in smaller steps rather than in one fell 
swoop.  The priority remains to raise match fund-
ing for the grant money already promised by His-
toric Scotland and the Cairngorms National Park. 

The three summer weddings have been a lucra-
tive activity for the Castle and it’s hoped that this 
is an area we will be able to build on in the fu-
ture. The numbers joining The Friends of Brae-
mar Castle are growing steadily with recruits pro-
viding both financial and moral support.  Instead 
of a children’s Hallowe’en evening in the Castle 
this year we are planning something quite differ-
ent! - ‘Spirit Voices Paranormal’ are hosting a a 
ghost hunting evening with demonstrations of 
technical and traditional techniques and vigils in 
the castle’s most haunted rooms.  Tickets are 
strictly limited to 30 and cost £30 per person from 
Miriam Laird and will mark the end of the season 
at the Castle . 

Castleton Dancers News 

by Marilyn Baker 

Castleton Dancers’ fund raising activity is now 
close to the £23,000 mark and they have a num-
ber of village projects planned for the winter and 
spring. In addition, they have recently donated to 
Erskine, the Ghurkas, Guide Dogs for the Blind, 
Multiple Sclerosis, Parkinsons, and the Philip-
pines Disaster fund.  

Their highlight of this year was dancing for the 
Duke and Duchess of Rothesay, and Princess 
Alexandra at Birkhall in August.  A party of 16 
dancers, their musician Frank Thomson, John 
Macpherson, as MC and photographer, enter-
tained the royal party with dance, music and jokes 
for more than 30 minutes and ended their display 
by inviting their hosts to join them in the Big Six –
O, a new ceilidh dance written by Pat Thomson, 
especially for Prince Charles’ 60th birthday last 
year.  On being invited to dance, the Prince re-
sponded with, ‘Yes, thank you. I thought you 
would never ask!’  The dancers presented 
cheques for Erskine Hospital and Guide Dogs for 
the Blind.  Prince Charles was delighted to accept 
a sword, handcrafted by Michel Brat, and pre-
sented by Magali as a gift from the dancers to 
mark the occasion. 

Other recent memorable performances were join-
ing Paul Anderson in the castle benefit concert in 
the Village Hall, and taking part in the SWRI 
Homecoming Concert in Inverurie Town Hall. 

mailto:doreen.a.wood@btinternet.com
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Fish & Chips, Beef Burgers, Veggie Burgers,  

Sandwiches, Salads, Hot & Cold Drinks,  

Do you have any odd jobs needing done? 

Cleaning Gutters, Raking Leaves, 
Snow Clearing, Splitting Logs etc. 

Then contact 

Iain MacKay 

All jobs considered 

Tel:013397 41245 

Mob: 07753 278 597 

Adult Learning Classes : 

Autumn Session Courses in  

Ballater and Braemar. 

 

Upper Deeside Community Centre 
Course:  
Improvers Computing Thursdays 
10 am - 12 noon, 10 weeks,  Ballater 
Running from January 2010 
For students who have completed the basic 
10 week course and would like to learn more. 
For further details and information about 
this course   013398 86222 

 

Aberdeen College Courses  

01224 612330 for booking/info.  These 

courses will run subject to numbers - so 

sign up NOW! 

 

Drawing & Painting  
Tuesdays 1900-2100 
£70   27 Oct-2 Mar 2010 
Braemar 
 

Understanding the Individual - Introduc-
tion to Psychology 
Tuesdays 1900-2100 
£80 27 Oct-2 Mar 2010 

Ballater Primary School 

Community Council Meeting 21
st

 

September: 

 A lively meeting of the CC discussed the fol-
lowing issues : 

  As a community we need to create a gardening 
club or squad to plant up and look after the boxes 
and tubs in the village. Watering tubs and boxes 
has been kept on track by devolving to various 
shops and businesses but we need some more 
community input. There may be some funds avail-
able to pay for things like strimming large areas of 
grass on a regular basis. Your village needs you 
- so all green fingered residents please offer to 
commit some time to ensure a display which we 
can be proud of next year – names to John 
Macpherson please. 

  Jeff Hall, our village bobby,  has offered to set up 
a monthly "clinic" where local folk would know that 
he was in his office and where they could speak to 
him face to face if they so wish – more details of 
these proposals will be available soon. 

  There is now a planning application from the 
Cairngorms Outdoor Access Trust to create the 
long awaited footpath link from the Society Bridge 
over the Clunie to the Queens Drive. The CC is 
enthusiastically supporting this. 

Best Take-away on Royal Deeside 

Tel: 41556 

Winter Opening Hours 

Closed all of November 

December, January & February:  

Fri, Sat & Sun: 12—7pm 

Wednesday 4th November & 

Wednesday 2nd December  

Late night shopping evenings until 8pm 

Mulled wine & mince pies from 5pm 

Lots of special offers on both days 

Lovely new Christmas stock arriving soon 

Sign up for our loyalty card  

& receive 10% back on all purchases 
 

Open daily 11 - 5pm 
 

We will be closed all January except Saturdays 

 T: 41070 E: info@crathieholidays.org.uk 

10 Invercauld Road, Braemar 
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Capercaillie – End of another 

Chapter: 

On Saturday 26th September the quality clothing 
and crafts shop Capercaillie at No 1 Invercauld 
Road closed for business, bringing to an end the 
tenure of one of the longest established busi-
nesses in the village.  

The building, originally a shooting hut, was taken 
from the Baddoch and re-erected on its present 
site for Mrs Francis Farquharson, the entrepre-
neurial first wife of Captain Alywne Farquharson. 
It was then called ‘The Invercauld Speciality 
Shop’ and sold sporting goods and exclusive 
clothing for the wealthy visitors and sportsmen 
who came to the village at that time.  Latterly the 
shop also attracted Royal visitors and Princess 
Diana apparently once purchased a pair of 
socks there for her husband.  The shop eventu-
ally passed to Mrs Farquharson’s daughter and 
was also managed for her by Mr Bud McIntosh. 

After a short period during which it lay unoccu-
pied the recent tenant, Mrs Sandra Ramsay, 
identified a niche in the market for quality art and 
craft work sourced predominantly from Scottish 
artists and in February 1994 she negotiated a 
lease to reopen the premises.  As her budget for 
shopfitting was extremely tight she cut down 3 
bare branches from trees near her house to set 
in the shop windows to display her goods on.  By 
opening day on 1st April these branches had 
amazingly come out in full leaf – a poetic good 
omen for her future there - and a passing profes-
sional window display artist was so impressed 
by this that he came into the shop to find out 
how she had managed to achieve such a won-
derful effect! 

After some time however Mrs Ramsay found it 
more and more difficult to source the type of 
goods that she wanted as fewer young artists in 
the country seemed to be producing suitable 
material and gradually  the business moved to-
wards the quality clothing  market which has 
been its mainstay in recent times.  Over the 

years many celebrities and 
members of the Royal 
household have pur-
chased goods from the 
shop and Mrs Ramsay 
remembers that Billy Co-
nolly once walked in 

off the street to buy himself a distinctive 
feathered waistcoat for his 60th birthday – you 
can just imagine this prompting a one-liner that ‘I 
got these feathers fae a bird in Braemar!’ 

Mrs Ramsay has now taken a well earned re-
tirement, leaving with fond memories of a ‘very 
good 16 years supported by many lovely cus-
tomers’ and it is perhaps symbolic that a busi-
ness which opened with a flowering of leaves 
has, in the week of closing, seen the removal 
of a tree which stood outside the shop 
throughout its lifetime. 

Rumours abound in the village about the fu-
ture of the shop and we all eagerly await an 
announcement to confirm the new ownership 
and direction of the business. 

Kelly’s Mushroom Soup : 

 
8oz button mushrooms 
3oz butter  
6oz onions peeled and chopped  
1 ½ oz plain flour 
1 ½ pints chicken or vegetable stock 
½ pint milk 
salt and pepper 
pinch of garlic salt 
lemon juice to taste 
 
Remove stalks from 
mushrooms, cut off ends 
then slice caps thinly.  
Melt butter and sliced 
caps until tender, re-
move with slotted spoon 
and reserve.  In remain-
ing butter sauté stalks 
and onions until tender, stir in flour and cook for 
3 mins. stirring continuously.  Add the stock, 
stirring continuously, and bring to the boil then 
simmer for 20 mins. until vegetables are soft.  
Puree cooled mixture in blender then return it 
to pan.  Add milk, salt and pepper, garlic and 
lemon juice to taste and simmer for 10 minutes 
but do not allow to boil.  Return the reserved 
mushrooms to the soup, heat thoroughly then 
serve. 

 

  Know Your Neighbour 

  Q – Which lady in the village is        

trained to embroider Yeoman of the 

Guard uniforms ? 

  A – The same lady who worked in 

the strip-club ! – versatile or what ! 



Whats on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

16 Oct - Fri Winner and finalists of this year’s BBC Radio Scotland 

‘Young Traditional Musician of the Year’ in concert.  Village 

Hall. 8.0 pm.  Tickets at the door or from Pharmacy. 

17 Oct - Sat Ghillie’s Ball, Mar Lodge.  Tickets £12  013397 41669 

18 Oct - Sun Auction in aid of Panto.  2.30 pm Village Hall - contributions 

gratefully received in advance.   Viewing from 11.0 am. 

19 Oct - Mon SWRI KIndrochit Court, 7.30 pm - ‘Pampered Chef’.  New 

members always welcome. 

19 Oct - Mon Community Council.  7.30 pm Braemar School 

27 Oct - Tues Braemar Community Ltd. AGM, Village Hall.  7.30 pm 

31 Oct - Sat Halloween Party, Village Hall.  Live music with Bingo Wings.  

All ages welcome - fancy dress optional.   

31 Oct - Sat Ghost Night at Braemar castle with Spirit Voices Paranomal.  

Tickets £30  Miriam Laird 07771393953 (limited nos.) 

5 Nov - Thurs Bonfire Night, Mar Lodge.  Information 41669 

8 Nov - Sun Remembrance Day parade, War memorial 10.00 am  

14 Nov - Sat Salmon Safari - Balmoral Ranger Event.  £5 pp  Meet Cra-

thie car park.  Booking   013397 55059 

16 Nov - Mon  Community Council.  7.30 pm Braemar School 

28 Nov - Sat Christmas  Fayre, Village Hall.  

28 Nov - Sat Bowling Club buffet supper and prize giving.  Old Bakery, 

7.30pm  Members and guests welcome.  Tickets £5  

4 & 5 Dec Murder Mystery Dinner -  ‘Who Sleighed Santa?’  Dinner 

Theatre Group, Mar Lodge.  More info  Marilyn 41225 

17, 18, 19 & 

26Dec. 

Braemar Panto, Village Hall.  Tickets available soon from 

Pharmacy.   

 Weekly Events 

Wednesdays Scottish Country Dancing.  7.30 - 9.00 pm.  Castleton Hall.  

Open to all (adults).  More info Tel: 013397 41225  

Mondays & 

Wednesdays 

Exercise Class.  6.00 pm.  Castleton Hall.  More info Pat  

013397 41214.  Those wishing to make use of the equip-

ment at other times are welcome to do so. 

Thursdays Braemar Fruit & Veg stall.  12.00 - 1.30 pm.  Village Hall 

Wednesdays 

& Thursdays 

Scout Group - Beavers, Cubs, Scouts.  More information 

Duncan Robertson  013397 41030 

Bin Collections - Thurs-

days 

Wheelie Bins: 

Oct: 22 

Nov 5, 19 

Dec 3 

 

Recycling: 

Oct 15, 29 

Nov 12, 26 

Dec 10 

 Mobile Library Service 

Wednesdays 

On the following dates : 

Oct 21 

Nov:  4,18 

Dec 2 

Starting at the 

School (2.30 

pm) and finish-

ing at St An-

drew’s Terrace 

(4.55 pm). 

Planning your 

Christmas 

Party? 

 

 

 

 

The following all have 

special menus and would 

be delighted to welcome 

your party 

The Moorfield House Hotel 

013397 41244 

 

The Gathering Place Bistro 

Tel: 013397 41234 

 

Braemar Lodge Hotel 

Tel: 013397 41627 

 


