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New Milestone 

for Castleton 

Dancers 
 

The Castleton Dancers, 
formed six years ago 
under the capable 
leadership of Marilyn 
Baker, not only keep 
themselves fit,  
warm(!) and mentally 
active but are a force to be 
reckoned with in raising 
funds for charity.  In July 
they attained new heights 
by passing the £50k mark, 
money raised simply 
through taking a collection 
after their twice weekly 
performances in the local hotels.  Many, many national and local charities are a little richer as a result 
of their dancing (Susie Farquharson, treasurer, has the long list).  Congratulations to all the dancers.  
A big ‘thank you’ to all the visitors for their generosity.  £100k target - next in line!  (You too can get 

involved with social Scottish dancing, every Wednesday night, Castleton Hall, men and ladies, partners not 
required.  Speak to any of the dancers for more information) 

New  Co-op 

After four months of 
waiting, the doors to 
our brand new Co-
Op  opened, to much 
delight, on Thursday 
16th August . The 
refit was a long time 
coming, and it 

certainly has not disappointed - with its gleaming fridges, 
shelves filled to the brim with food, and lots of fresh fruit 
and veg, the community finally has a Co-Op it can be 
proud of. The new look Co-Op also provides an extensive 
range of beers and wines and a bakery.  Along with a 
wider selection of fresh food, plenty of store cupboard 
goods are available too.  This shop is an asset to 
Braemar as it provides jobs for local people, and is far 
more accessible than having  to make a sixty mile round 
trip to the nearest supermarket.  The shop is open from 
seven in the morning to ten in the evening, seven days a 
week.  Lets hope the shop can maintain the high 
standards it has set itself, as everybody is really pleased 
with it!  
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Community Update: 

 

Braemar 3rd Age Lunch Club meets in the 

Fife Arms Hotel every 2nd Wednesday (next 
lunch 29th August) at 12.30pm.  On the alternate 
Wednesday mornings coffee is at Carole’s.  All 
money goes back into the Lunch Club.  All over 
60s welcome.  Come along for lunch, chat & a 
sherry. 

 

 

 

 

Braemar News Group 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 
Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy 
Ramsay  Secretary:  Margaret Palmer   
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 
Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB355YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 
It’s fantastic that Braemar seems to ‘punch above 
its weight’ re community activities (especially 
exciting is the forthcoming new Creative Arts 
Festival - see page 10) but as a village, Braemar 

doesn’t excel to the same extent re general 
communication!  (The absence of notices on 
lampposts has been particularly missed!)  The 
Buzzard does its best in this respect with the 
Events page in each edition and a continuously 
updated diary on the website.  However, 
communication is two-way, we can only promote 
events that we are informed about.  If you are 
running an event, send the details to the 
webmaster Dave Sherrard (either using the email 
address above or 013397 41516) and it can be 
included in our events listings.  Don’t let your 
event suffer from lack of publicity - everyone 
would really like to know about it!  
 
Past and current editions of the Buzzard as 
always can be viewed online on our website: 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk   Extra copies of the 
Buzzard can  be obtained from the garage or the 
art gallery.  Donation tins are at all these outlets 
for any contribution you would like to make 
towards costs.  
 
For advertising, contact Maggie MacAlpine  
 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  

Village signage The Cairngorms National 

Park Authority and the Cairngorms Outdoor 
Access Trust are working on improving signage 
to walking routes and places of interest around 
the village.  If there are any places of historic 
interest which are not adequately signed and you 
feel should be included in this project please 
contact Brian Wood  013397 41407 or at 
brian.j.wood@btinternet.com 
 

Invercauld Estate  News from estate is that 

sadly the grouse have not done so well and have 
been yet another victim of the wet and cold 
weather/summer. The grouse (and other wildlife) 
have in many cases literally starved to death.  
We will have some shoot days but it will not 
provide the welcome boost that the local 
businesses need.  Nor will there be so many 
beaters wage packets to spend in the bars and 
shops. The salmon fishing catches are also back 
on last year when you might expect the rain 
would be beneficial -  but it seems not.  You can 
have too much of a good thing!  One or two of 
the poorer quality items from Invercauld House 
have been sold recently (e.g. some very moth 
eaten stags heads) but all the Farquharson 
artefacts are either going back in once the 
current refurbishment of the house is complete or 
will be held in store in our archive.   
      Simon Blackett 

Upgrade to Braemar Website  In June the 

Braemar Tourism Group voted to engage with 
the Cairngorms Business Partnership to upgrade 
our website and increase our exposure to a wider 

potential customer base.   

 We will retain www.braemarscotland.co.uk as 
our main portal    

 The website will be maintained by a team of 
professionals 

 Individual businesses will be able to access 
and maintain their own sites  

 Community pages will be more accessible 
and easily maintained 

 The layout will be structured to provide a 
better customer/user experience 

 Mobile phone application 
 A Quick Response (QR) code will be 

included in correspondence and brochures 
 Links to facebook twitter etc. 
 New Braemar Logo to reflect the best 

features of the whole community 

All change at the surgery  A big thank you 

to Mary McNaught for all her patience and 
efficiency as receptionist at the doctor’s surgery.  
Mary has retired but in her place we are 
delighted to welcome Carol Cormack.  

http://www.braemarscotland.co.uk
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Police News 
 

Hello everyone,  
 

 We are now in the 
midst of the Games and 
Shows season which 
culminates in our world 
famous event, so a busy time.  For those wishing 
to move vehicles in and out of the village on 
Games day, labels are available and the same 
criteria as last year apply:  I require the vehicle 
make and registration number, the drivers name 
and address and where the vehicle will be 
parked.  Please leave your contact phone number 
so I can call to resolve any issues.  If I am not in 
the office, please drop the details through the 
letter box.  There will be office staff based at 
Braemar office on the two weeks leading up to 
the Games, details of the times will be placed in 
the notice board and various shops shortly. 
 On other matters, there have been a 
number of incidents further down the Glen 
recently where premises have been targeted and 
power tools taken.  Please ensure you take all 
reasonable precautions to prevent becoming a 
target for opportunistic thieves.  If you would wish 
a security survey please catch me whilst on patrol 
or by phone on the Grampian Police non 
emergency number 0845 6005700 or via email 
using the following address 
   

Jeffrey.Hall@grampian.pnn.police.uk 

Post Office can listen and act, then it is about 
time the Co-op in their smart new store did the 
same and started working with this community to 
fill the shelves with what WE want, not what their 
computer program written and administered from 
Manchester thinks we should have.  If the shelves 
don't contain what we want, we will go elsewhere 
- common sense! 
 In the fourth month since my election the 
personalities running our services are becoming 
better known and I have to say, we are lucky to 
have some truly excellent officials at 
Aberdeenshire Council.  We have, for example, a 
new Director of Infrastructure Services - Stephen 
Archer. One of my first moves was to invite him 
out to the part of this Ward which lies within the 
national park boundary and is, I believe, the most 
vulnerable.  He has been instrumental in driving 
forward the work that will be carried out on 
Kindrochit Castle to ensure it becomes a focus for 
tourism here instead of the pile of stones and 
long grass it is today.  It is thanks to him too that 
the anti skid surfaces on the bends west of the 
Coilacriech are to be resurfaced! 

Your local councillor... 

Geva Blackett 

 

Email: Cllr.G.Blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
Tel: 013397 41541 Mobile: 0787 647 5269 

 

 Perhaps I should 
open this by extending a 
warm welcome to the new 
families who have moved 
into the Castlehill housing 
I hope you enjoy living 
here as much as our 
family does and am sure 
others in the village will be 

able to tell you, I am very approachable so please 
don't hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 In the last few weeks I have been badgering 
the housing officer at Castlehill weekly  as a 
potential crisis in our nursery situation loomed.  
With Crathie parents putting pressure on for 
provision to be provided there, it was vital that our 
case was strongly put!  Luckily the official 
understands the importance of our school and 
appreciates that if you live at Mar Lodge a 
journey to Crathie would be cost prohibitive, and 
with our new families, we have the numbers 
needed to keep our five sessions a week. 
 By the time you read this, our new Co-op 
will be open and with it the Post Office. No one 
here can be unaware of the battle to ensure we 
retained vital services such as the ability of our 
businesses to send International parcels weighing 
over 2kg and also to be able to get vital change.  
John Macpherson and I worked closely together 
and persuaded the Post Office that Braemar is 
unique and to their credit, the Post Office agreed.  
Interestingly it was the Co-op who had requested 
- with no consultation in this community - that the 
Post Office Local be introduced.  Frankly, if the 

Community Update (cont.) 

Traditional Music group will re-convene 

after the summer break on Monday 10 September 
@ 7.30 pm.  All welcome, whatever the 
instrument or ability   Dave Sherrard 41516 for 
more information. 
 

New convener for CNPA Duncan Bryden 

takes over as new convener of the Cairngorms 
National Park Authority from 8th September.  He 
replaces David Green who is standing down after 
six years at the helm.   
 

Thankyou!  to John Macpherson for master 

minding the excellent series of music concerts 
that we have enjoyed over the summer. 
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Tel: + 01339 741225     

Mobile: 07890892664 

e-mail:  

bubags02@btinternet.com 

 

Richard  
Dalmore House 
Fife Brae 
Braemar 
Aberdeenshire 
AB35 5NS 

 ALL PROJECTS CONSIDERED 

 ASK FOR  A QUOTE 

BRAEMAR WINDOW CLEANING 

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Braemar Community Action Plan - update 
 

 The June edition of the Buzzard told you how you could get involved to contribute to Braemar’s 
Community Action Plan.  This month we report on how people have got involved and the next steps 
towards developing the action plan. 
 

How you’ve got involved so far? 

 The survey was completed by 96 individuals or households and a great range of views and 
ideas were put forward.  These will all be reviewed and considered for their potential to 
contribute to the action plan.  The data from the survey is available online at 
www.braemarcap.org.uk  

 Seventeen young people got together in June, facilitated by youth workers and gave their views 
on Braemar and what could be improved 

 Primary aged children, helped by rangers at Mar Lodge at a nature day, drew pictures of things 
they want for the village 

 At the Open Day drop in session on 24th July more than 60 people came along to the Village 
Hall, saw all the information that had been gathered and the displays by groups on their 
activities and projects and gave their views. 

 

Next Steps 
 The Steering Group will review all the information gathered and are arranging a stakeholders 

meeting - open to anyone who wants to contribute to the development of the action plan on 
Wed 19th Sept at 7pm.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss potential actions and identify 
how these may be progressed.  From the discussion at this meeting the draft action plan will be 
prepared. 

 The draft action plan will be circulated for comment before being presented to the Community 
Council, finalised and implemented 

 

If you have any queries, wish to involved in the meeting on 19th Sept and/or receive a copy of the 
draft action plan for comment, please contact Davie Geddes, Chair of the Steering Group  013397 
41654 or 0771 545 7601, or Mike Powell  013398 87577 or mike@marrareapartnership.org.uk                                                                            

 

“One Job at a time” 

Mobile: 07786 936 037 

E-mail: thehotstepper@btinternet.com 
 

All mobile and email messages will be answered the same day 

Neil Menzies Butcher 

Gutters Cleared  Best Quality Meats 

Try out our range of tasty recipes: 
Garlic steaks   -   Pork steak with apple & black pud-
ding   -   Pork steaks with garlic butter & mushrooms   
-   and lots more   - Pastries & Pies   -   Our own range 
of sausages .....   
Fresh rolls and bread available daily 

Call in in to place an order  
or phone 013397 41206 

http://www.braemarcap.org.uk
mailto:mike@marrareapartnership.org.uk
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This is a letter that was sent 
to the Buzzard in response 
to the article about the 
proposed restoration of  
Tomintoul croft in March 
(Issue 24 March)   
 

Dear Editor,   
 Greetings to 

“Braemar” and to ‘The Braemar Buzzard’.  My 
name is Catherine Helen Downie McGregor 
MacDougall.  I was born at Braeview, Tomintoul, 
Braemar in 1923.  Braeview was built by my 
father and was part of the Tomintoul property.  
The house is still there and is used as a summer 
home.  

 My older sister, Amelia (Milly) & I went 
to RC School on Chapel Brae and later to Ballater 
School.  During WWII, Milly served in the WRENS 
and eventually I worked in the Post Office.  There 
I met Mark MacDougall, an American in the 
Canadian Forces Overseas.  We were married in 
1945, and I departed for America in August 1946 
and have lived in San Leandro, CA ever since.  
We had two children, Jeanette and Jim.  Both are 
married and live close by.  Milly, my sister, 
married Rod MacKay of Muir-of-Ord and they had 
one son Rod.  Milly died in 2003 and Rod died in 
2010. 

 My son Jim and his wife Becky visited 
Braemar in 2010, and told me about the activity 
relating to “The Auld Hoose” at Tomintoul,  I 
couldn’t believe it.  But, then thought how 
wonderful my old home would be seen again 
“Downie’s Place” would be the place to go 
perhaps not for afternoon tea like it once was, but 
could be enjoyed again.  I enclose a short history 
of the Downie’s: 

 

History of the Downie’s 
The Downie’s of Deeside Invereye and 

Tomintoul, Braemar date back to 1659, with the 
birth of William Downie, John Downie’s great-
great-grandfather.  John Downie of Tomintoul, 
Braemar, was born at Tomculum, Corriemulzie, 
Braemar in 1801, and died at Tomintoul in 1879.  
He married Catherine Grant of Invereye in 
November 1837.  They homesteaded the property 
from the Mar Estate, and I presume, built the old 
house then farmed the land. 

Their first child, John Jr., was born in 
1839.  They had seven more children.  The 
youngest three Downie’s were James (Jimmy), 

Letters 

Catherine (Katie) and Janet (Jessie).  Jimmy 
worked the farm, Katie did the cooking, etc., and 
Jessie tended the cows.  All three were still alive 
when I was small.  I have fairly good memories 
of Jimmy and Katie.   

Katie Downie was my grandmother.  Her 
son, James Downie McGregor, was my father.  
He was born at Tomintoul in 1882, and was 
cared for by his grandmother for some time 
while Katie was in London employed as a cook. 

John Downie Sr., to supplement their 
income, became a well-known “Mountain Guide” 
for the Victorian gentry, as did son, Jimmy and 
grandson, James McGregor in his youth.  James 
(Jim) McGregor lived all his life at Tomintoul and 
took over possession after the death of his uncle 
James in 1929. 

The old house at Tomintoul was lived in 
until the middle 1950’s, when my parents still 
farmed the land.  My father, James McGregor, 
died in 1960.  My mother spent summers at 
Braeview, and winters with my sister until her 
death in 1971.  After her death, the land was not 
passed on to my sister, but reverted back to the 
Mar Estate.  I have fond memories of the old 
house.  We slept there when my grandmother 
was alive and afterwards in the summertime 
when cousins would visit.  They loved it too. 

 

My best wishes to all.  I will keep in touch. 

Cathie MacDougall 

Have you any old  

photos of Braemar? 

 The Braemar Local 
History Group has, with the help 
of funding from Aberdeenshire 
Council, begun to establish an archive room in 
Braemar Castle.  The Group’s archivist, Roger 
Sudworth, has already received many old 
photographs of people and places in the 
Braemar area and has scanned these on to 
disk.  He intends that this digital record of old 
Braemar will be much more accessible and 
useful to anyone wishing to research the area’s 
past.  However he is looking for many more 
photos.  If you have any and would be willing to 
lend them to the Group so that they can be 
copied and added to the archive please contact 
Roger.  If possible please include details of 
dates, places, events and people.  Even if you 
don’t know all the details we would be 
interested in your photos, maybe we can 
discover more for you!  All photos will be 
returned to the owner.  You can contact Roger 
on  013397 41511 or at 
rn@sudworth.force9.co.uk 

mailto:rn@sudworth.force9.co.uk
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Braemar Castle - Jacobite 

Day and beyond 

 Sunday 29th July was the 
day of the third annual Jacobite 
Festival at Braemar Castle.  The 
weather was forecast to be wet 
with possible thunderstorms.  And 
it was wet ... everywhere except 
Braemar!  The sun shone and the 
rain stayed away until the end of 
the fete and pageant.  There was a 
good turnout of people to enjoy the 
many new attractions on offer.  The 
organisers would like to say a great 
big thank you to all the people who 
helped set up and run the stalls, to 
those who sold tickets, and parked 
cars, and to all the people who 
took part in the new pageant, ‘The 
Rise and Fall of Braemar Castle’.  Through all their efforts the castle’s profile was raised once again 
and the funds for the building benefited to the tune of almost £3,000.     Marilyn Baker 

 
 Other news: Negotiations are continuing with Historic Scotland 
and the Cairngorms Leader Fund regarding the release of pledged 
funding.  It is anticipated that by the time you read this that the 
situation will have reached a happy conclusion and we will be 
looking forward to beginning the first phase of work (around 
£110,000 worth) on the leaky castle roof this summer.  Our local 
fundraising (target £20,000) has been boosted by Nick Mardall’s 
Lairig Ghru run to £14,552. 
 The costumed Jacobite walk from Corgarff Castle to Braemar 
Castle to publicise Jacobite Day (see photo right), brought over 70 
people in a Landrover safari to Corndavon  to meet the walkers and 
enjoy a barbecue on the Saturday evening.  A large crowd led by 
Councillor Geva Blackett,  the skirl of the pipes and quaichs of 
whisky, welcomed the walkers on Sunday afternoon at the Castle 
after their 22 mile trek. 
 After a slow start to the season with visitor numbers slightly 
down, July is up, 250 people more than last year, with 1400 visitors.  
Jacobite Day always gives the July total an enormous lift and the 
first two Wednesdays were boosted by many guests from the Fife 
and Invercauld Arms Hotels using the free bus service.  Brave Day 
was also a great success, with archery and Michel and Magali Brat’s 
Jacobite camp proving very popular.  It also provided some great 
pictures! 
 An astounding model of the Braemar Gathering, made entirely 
of sugar, complete with the Queen and the Royal Box, is now on 
show in the Exhibition room.  It is the work of members of the 
Aberdeen Bonaccord Sugarcraft Guild and won an award earlier in 
the year.  The detail is extraordinary and it is very well worth seeing. 
 We have had four new volunteers this year and are always 
delighted to see new faces.  If you’d like to get involved please e-

mail info@braemarcastle.co.uk or speak to one of the volunteers.  Britta Kobus returned for a second 
year of volunteering on the 5th August and 2 friends from Vechta University will join her on the 15th 
August for 6 weeks volunteering.  And we already have an enquiry from another German student for 
next year!                Doreen Wood 

Black Colonel (Gary Marsden!) at 
the Jacobite Day pageant 

Jacobite Day at the Castle 

mailto:info@braemarcastle.co.uk


Braemar Buzzard Informing the Community    Issue 26 - Aug 2012 

7 

Encouraging News about Kindrochit Castle   Pete Mulvey 

 In 1920 an indignant protest was made in the Aberdeen press by a visitor to Braemar stating 
that ‘what remains of Kindrochit Castle is now a desolation of rubbish and weeds’.  Some time later 
W. Douglas Simpson, the archaeologist who subsequently excavated the site, found that the remains 
of the castle ‘are much overgrown with grass and moss and the whole site is obscured by scrubby 
undergrowth and luxuriant nettles’.  Despite his excavations in 1925 and 1926 and subsequent 
consolidation works begun in 1991 by Grampian Regional Council, no work on the ruins has been 
done since 2003 and the current condition of the site is now little better than that described in these 
earlier reports. 
 The castle - or more correctly ‘castles’ because there were two - are historically of great 
significance and potentially an extremely valuable tourist attraction for the village with connections to 
King Malcolm Canmore, husband of St Margaret, and the Scottish king Robert 2nd - during whose 
occupation of the castle some important Royal charters were issued - including one which conferred 
the lands of Rubislaw to the citizens of Aberdeen. 
 Somewhere between fact and fiction there are also lots of stories to tell of underground tunnels, 
ghosts, captured pirates, an outbreak of the plague and even a monster who lived in the Clunie - and 
of course the intriguing tale of the Kindrochit brooch which was found in the prison compartment of 
the keep and carries an inscription which translates as ‘I am here in place of a friend’. 
 As part of her ongoing commitment to Braemar, Cllr Geva Blackett recently arranged a site 
meeting with the new Director of Infrastructure Services for Aberdeenshire Council to voice her 
concerns at the current neglect of this Scheduled 
Ancient Monument for which the Council are 
responsible.  As a result of this meeting the 
Council have now tasked staff in their departments 
of Archaeology, Property Services, Environment, 
Landscape Services and Finance to identify 
appropriate funds and resources within the Council 
to ensure the long term protection of the ruins for 
the future.  The response from the Council - and 
subsequent communications from their 
representatives - have been extremely 
encouraging and give great confidence that, at 
last, the castle is  to be given the care and 
attention which it’s place in Scottish history 
deserves. 

Participants on the costumed 
Jacobite walk from Corgarff to 
Braemar 
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Braemar Folk   Bobby Street –  He was fast! by Selena Hill   
 

 Bobby was born in 1953 in Gourock, the eldest of six!  His 
parents met in the RAF.  His Father became an electrician and his 
Mother a part-time cook, helping out in the kitchens of the local 
hotels.  Bobby attended Gourock Primary and High School and left at 
15 yrs old to become an apprentice engineer at John G Kincaids. The 
business specialised in building huge engines for ships and oil 
tankers.   
 Bobby has always had a love of football and had been playing 
for Port Glasgow Rovers Juvenile Team - under 16’s and then under 
18’s - on a Saturday for fun.  He was fast and he scored goals!  
Football scouts would often watch these games looking for promising 
new talent.  Bobby was approached when he was 18yrs old and 
asked to have a trial with Aberdeen Reserves against Celtic 
Reserves.  They won 2 nil, with Bobby scoring both goals.  Being a 

Rangers supporter Bobby was ecstatic to have scored against Celtic!  Scouts from other teams were 
now noticing him.  After the trial Teddy Scott, coach for the reserves team, gave Bobby an envelope 
with £7 in it  - a weeks wage for an apprentice engineer at the time was £3 19s 6p!  The following 
week he got a call to go for a week’s trial at Aberdeen.  Bobby only had one year left of his 4yr 
apprenticeship and his parents were not exactly football mad but they left the decision up to him. 
 Bobby went to Aberdeen with John McMaster (who later became a Gothenburg legend).  After a 
weeks training and a match on the Saturday, they both went home.  On the Sunday Bobby was 
playing a game for Renfrewshire & District when his manager took him aside at half time to meet 
Bobby Calder, an Aberdeen scout.  They wanted to sign Bobby.  Bobby Calder gave a huge box of 
chocolates to Bobby’s mother and 20 cigarettes to Bobby’s father to persuade them that this was the 
way forward for Bobby.  And off Bobby went to be a professional footballer! 
 It was 1972, it was March and it was nearing the end of the football season.  Bobby played a few 
games, scored a few goals and then was on ten weeks paid holiday.  This was the life!  Training 
started again in July and this was an eye opener for Bobby.  The training was intense but it paid off 
and after a few games with the Reserves, Bobby was promoted to the 1st team.  His debut game with 
the 1st team was against Arbroath.  Then disaster struck as Bobby played in the Reserve League Cup 
Final.  He broke his leg and was in plaster from ankle to hip.  After ten weeks he was back to training 
and continued in the 1st team.  Six months later and disaster strikes again with a dirty tackle from a 
Dunbartonshire player and another broken leg, a further 6 months before Bobby was back to his 
fitness peak. 
 In 1976 Ally McLeod wanted a clear out of the team and Bobby got a free transfer.  He now 
needed to find a job.  He was offered contracts with clubs in New Zealand, Australia, America, even 
England!  He took a job with a company called Santa-Fe (an oil drilling company), in Aberdeen, which 
allowed him to sign for Montrose Football Club as a part-time footballer.   After 2 yrs he moved to 
Kilmarnock and back to Gourock and thus started his most successful football stint.  Bobby became 
their top scorer and the team got promoted to the Premier League. 
 Bobby was then offered a job back at Santa-Fe as a buyer.  It was 1981 and Bobby was married 
with a young daughter.  He moved to Aberdeen and played for Keith in the Highland Division for two 
seasons, then followed a brief spell with Brechin, then Huntly before moving to Cove Rangers in1990.  
Meanwhile he was building up a good career at Santa-Fe.  Unfortunately his marriage did not last.  He 
had a very short stint offshore, which he did not enjoy and when it finished he changed companies and 
moved to Enterprise Engineering, where he still works today. 
 Bobby was now coaching football, and became coach and Assistant Manager for Buckie Thistle.  
In the summer holidays (after he had met Laura, got married and had two little bambinos), he would 
take time off work to coach children at Aberdeen University Sports Ground.  Bobby’s last venture in 
football was as Assistant Manager with Bon Accord Juniors.  Bobby eventually stopped coaching 
football to spend more time with his young family. 
 Bobby moved to Braemar in 2002 after an opportunity had arisen for his in-laws to buy a Guest 
House in Braemar.  Bobby loves the tranquillity and slow pace of life in Braemar, he has made a lot of 
good friends in the community and, of course, there is the golf!  Bobby became the Braemar Golf Club 
Handicap Champion in 2010 and he continues to swing his clubs whenever he can! 
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Traditional Sweets 
 

Ice-cream Cones and Tubs 
 

Lots of Delicious Flavours 
 

Milk-shakes 
 

All Your Tuck Shop Favourites 
 

Order your Ice-cream 

Birthday/Special 
Occasion/Christmas 

Cakes now 

Tel: 0771 545 7601 

Paws for thought... 

 

Name:  Jasper 
Age: Three and a half yrs 
Where I live:  I live at 
Braemar garage, you'll 
often spot me lounging on 
the trampoline in the gar-
den. 
Likes: Running, running and running! I’m also 
very vocal and love singing along when my owner 
Heather plays her bagpipes!  I love eating ‘human’ 
food rather than dog food and sometimes I get in 
trouble for pinching food off the kitchen counter, it 
comes in handy having long legs! 
Dislikes: Walking to heel, I much prefer running! 
Also I get really lonely and cry when Holly (my 
best pal) gets to go and sit in the garage. I'm not 
allowed in the garage because I get over excited 
when I see customers, I'm very friendly and I have 
such a loving nature. 
Favourite doggy pals: Holly and Guinness. 
Most exciting adventure: One day I decided not 

to come back when my owner blew the whistle 
and went for a long run instead! It all turned out 
OK though because PC Hall brought me home in 
the back of the police Landrover. Now I'm much 
more sensible and always come back when I hear 
the whistle! 

By Rae Stanford 

Professional Hairdressing Services in the comfort 

 of your own home or location 

 

Braemar, Crathie, Ballater, Balmoral, Aboyne and 

Surrounding Areas 

 Cutting 

 Colouring 

 Perming 

 Concession rates 

 Bridal/Special Occasions 

 100% Real hair Extensions (Call for 

 free consultation) 

 Hair Tinsel 

 Online Shop Coming Soon! 

 

To book an appointment or for a Free 

Consultation  

Please call Rae on: 

Update on St Margaret’s Church 

In the last edition of the Buzzard we reported that 
the Scottish Redundant Churches Trust (SRCT) 
had agreed, in principle, to take ownership of the 
building.  SRCT have recently invited tenders from 
appropriately qualified consultants to carry out an 
Options Appraisal (OA) study for the building and 
are applying to the Architectural Heritage Fund for 
a grant towards the cost of this work.  The OA will 
examine the ‘fit’ of new uses with the architectural 
significance of the building and will provide 
updated information on the condition of the 
building, the cost of repairing it, together with the 
nature and cost of alterations required for different 
potential uses.  In this the SRCT has specified that 
options for reuse must be considered in the 
context of facilities already existing within the 
village and in consultation with local people.  The 
aim is to complement and enhance not to 
compete. 
In order to keep developing St Margaret’s as a 
venue for events arrangements are now in place 
to host a preliminary Sound Festival in the church 
from 26th- 29th October.  This will include an 
exhibition of photographs, a film show and a 
workshop on music with schoolchildren - 
culminating in a performance of a new work in the 
church. This is a well established and prestigious 
festival of new music - for information about the 
Sound Festival visit their website at  
http://sound-scotland.co.uk/ 

 

THE SPECIALITY SHOP 

pre-loved items for your home 

Sweet little trinkets 

Beautiful old furniture 
Memorabilia 

.....you never know what you might find.. 

http://www.sound-festival.co.uk/
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Braemar Creative Arts Festival  

17-21 October 

New Venture led by Braemar Tourism Group  
 

 The programme is shortly to be released 
but what a treat of workshops in store...  Running 
from Wednesday 17th until Sunday 21st October, 
there will be three strands to the festival:-  

 

 Arts & Craft:  Photography; Drawing with 
pastels; Painting with acrylics; Screen printing; 
Quilting; Willow weaving; Wood carving   

 Literature:  Creative Writing; Book binding; 
Storytelling  

 Music: Tin whistle; Voice; Fiddle; Group work; 

Chanter; Step Dance.  Workshops will be 
tutored by some of Scotland’s best traditional 
music players and will cater for beginners as 
well as the more advanced.   

 

 With the addition of a walking activity 
leading to a bronze qualification in map reading 
and navigation there is sure to be something of 
interest for all.  It is hoped that the festival will 
attract people from all over the north east to visit 
and stay in Braemar at a time of year which is 
normally quiet  - so don’t delay booking your 
workshops or you might miss out!   

 To raise the profile of the festival the 
organisers would like to 
invite everyone, in the 
spirit of ‘Creative Arts’, to 
design, create and 
prominently display a 
‘Braemar Haggis’ using 
wool, sacking, bin bags, 
leather, wood, heather...  
Ballater may have its 
Scarecrows, but how 
more practical to have a 
‘Braemar Haggis’ 
competition which will 
also celebrate our traditional cuisine.   Let your 
imagination run riot.  Your Haggis could sport a 
kilt, ride a bike, become a mountain rescuer, 
climb a ladder, carry a caber...  The bigger the 

haggis the better.  All 
residents, shop keepers 
and organisations are 
invited to join in – 
judging will take place 
during the festival.  
 Programmes and 
booking forms should be 
available by end August.  
More information from 
Marilyn Baker 013397 
41225 www.facebook.com/
events/357264787683525/ 

Club News 

Braemar Bowling Club has had a very 

successful year in the Dee 
& Don Bowling League 
with the Ladies’ and Men’s 
teams having their highest 
finish and placing in 10 
years. Many thanks to 
Dorothy Ramsay and Ernie 
Smith our team captains for their encouragement 
throughout the season.  For the first time in a few 
years we have been able to field a full ladies 
team.  Our membership this year is 24 - 8 ladies 
and 16 men and there is always room for more.  It 
is great that we are maintaining members when 
other clubs in  Dee/Donside are struggling, so it is 
good to report that our small club has recruited 
new members - hopefully this will continue in the 
future and we would like to encourage a junior 
section to maintain the future of the club.  Club 
competitions are played on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and visitors are welcome to come 
along then and play too.  The Bowling Club keys 
can be obtained from Graeme in the Old Bakery 
for anyone wishing to play bowls at any time.   
Many thanks for our hard working Committee and 
club members for all their endeavours and who 
have relentlessly turned out for matches in all 
weathers!    John Kinsella 
 

Golf Club 41618  

  Once again the golf course has earned the 
reputation of having the best greens on Deeside 
(and beyond!)  Whilst many courses in Scotland 
have struggled to cope with the consequences of 
a wet summer our team of Moray and Barry have 
triumphed!  Now is a great time for members and 
visitors to enjoy some crowd free excellent golfing 
conditions - and some great eating and dining in 
the Clubhouse. 
 The club competitions are in full swing as 
they approach the final stages and numbers for 
the men’s open and men’s seniors open on 8th 
and 10th September respectively are promising –
check out the web site for application forms 
www.braemargolfclub.co.uk 
 Our Junior Section, under guidance of John 
Kinsella and Dave Till, has been playing regularly 
and many have benefited from the coaching of 
Inchmarlo golf pro Keil Beveridge.  Our golf week 
in July attracted 22 juniors who, despite the 
weather, enjoyed a varied golfing programme, a 
trip to play Balmoral and the annual senior/juniors 
tournament followed by a BBQ and traditional 
game of football.  All survived! Many thanks to 
everyone who helped to make that happen. 

http://www.braemargolfclub.co.uk/
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Fun at Lochgoilhead   Fiona Wood 

22 Scouts, Explorers and leaders had a fun-
filled and adventurous week at the Scout’s 
Lochgoilhead Centre at the beginning of July.  
The weather was kind, being warm and 
relatively dry for this Summer but unfortunately 
that meant the midges weren’t quite so 
obliging and had a feast each night!  Our 
thanks to everyone who supported our 
fundraising activities, the smiles of the Scouts 
and their leaders throughout the week said it 
all. 

The 8th Braemar Junior Highland Games 

was held on Saturday 14 July.  This year 29 cups and 
trophies were presented which is a record number.  
The weather was kind and around 900 people turned 
out to watch or participate in the events. We were 
delighted to welcome the Aberdeen International Youth 
Festival as part of their baton tour celebrating their 40th 
Anniversary.  The organising committee would like to 
thank all the sponsors and all the helpers on the day 
who provide their time and expertise year after year.  
Without them the games could not be held. 

David Hampson  



Crathie Opportunity 
Holidays is celebrating 
its 10th anniversary this 
year.  The multi award 
winning charity has 
welcomed nearly 600 
disabled people, their 
friends and family on 
holiday in Royal Deeside. 
If you would like to get 
involved as a volunteer 
please come along to 
Afternoon Tea on 
Wednesday 3rd October 
at 3.00pm. 
All ages and skills 
welcome 
For more information 
please contact: 
Maggie MacAlpine   
013397 42100  
or e-mail: 
info@crathieholidays.org.
uk 

What's on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Aug 25 Sat Fun Day - Braemar Mews - face painting, treasure hunt, BBQ, 
Tombola, home bakes, live music, bric a brac and a book stall 

Aug 31 Fri Gathering Ceilidh Mar Lodge 8.00 pm, tickets £15 inc supper 
013397 20164 to book 

Sept 1 Sat Braemar Gathering www.braemargathering.org 

Sept 2 Sun Mar Lodge Open Day 10.00am - 4.00 pm.  £3 adult, children 
free, NTS members free 

Sept 8 Sat Men’s Open competition - Braemar Golf Club followed by 
Men’s Senior Open (Sept 10) www.braemargolfclub.co.uk 

Sept 10 Mon Traditional Music Group re-convenes, 7.30 pm Moorfield Hotel 

Sept 16 Sun Fascinating Fungi.  Mar Lodge Ranger service.  Small charge. 
Booking essential 013397 20164  

Sept 16 Sun BLHG 4x4 safari to Loch Callater led by Peter Fraser 

Sept 17 Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

Sept 19 Wed Community Action Plan meeting, 7.00 pm, village hall.  Open 
to all interested in getting involved.  David Geddes, Chair of 
the Steering Group 013397 41654 or 0771 545 7601 

Sept 20 Thur SWRI Opening meeting - Talk on Gardening 7.30pm Kindro-
chit Court 

Oct 7 Sun Harvest Thanksgiving Service 11.30am Crathie Church, joint 
service with Braemar 

Oct 15 Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

Oct 17-21 Braemar Creative Arts Festival 

Oct 18 Thur SWRI Music Night 7.30 pm Kindrochit Court 

Oct 20 Sat Ghillies Ball Mar Lodge 8.00 pm, tickets £15 inc supper  
013397 20164 to book 

Oct 26-29 Sound Festival St Margaret’s Church  
http://sound-scotland.co.uk/ 

Nov 3 Sat Bonfire & Fireworks Mar Lodge from 6.00 pm.  Free event, all 
welcome.  Best ‘Guy’ competition.  

Nov 11 Sun Remembrance Sunday 

Nov 15 Thur SWRI Talk on Art 7.30pm Kindrochit Court 

Nov 19 Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

Weekly 
Events 

Details of all the groups meeting on a weekly basis are 
listed on website under ‘regular events’ 

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 

Wheelie Bins: 

Aug 23rd 

Sept 6th, 20th 

Oct 4th,18th 

Recycling: 

August 30th 

Sept 13th,27th 

Oct 11th,25th 

 

 Mobile Library Service 

Tuesdays 

Once a month 
service.  More 
information  
Aberdeen  
Library &  
Information  
Service 01651 87270 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 
Next edition due out mid December.  Copy deadline Nov 30th  

 

http://www.braemargolfclub.co.uk/

