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The Braemar Care Initiative moves forward...     Aimi Blueman 
A community engagement meeting was held at the end of October to share progress and to establish 
the level of commitment from the community in being involved with this project either as carers or as 
volunteers.  The initiative developed from the Community Action Plan, the aim being to improve the 
care provided to the people of Braemar to enable them to stay in their own homes and community for 
as long as possible.  It is felt the best way to provide this care is to employ and train carers within 
Braemar, in effect, the community caring for itself.  Carers would be supported by volunteers offering 
support with things such as transport, shopping, housework, befriending etc.  Possible ideas at the 
moment include buying in services from an existing care provider to employ and train carers on behalf 
of a Community Trust, or for a Community Trust Charity to employ directly.  
 The meeting was well attended and included representatives from the Scottish Government, Ab-
erdeenshire Health and Social Care Partnership, NHS Grampian and Mycare (a care provider).  If you 
would like to get involved either as a paid/trained carer or as a volunteer then please get in touch with 
Carole Paterson patersoncarole@yahoo.co.uk  Tel: 07708 001798  
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Braemar News Group 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ramsay  
Secretary:  Margaret Palmer  013397 41590 
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 

Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB35 5YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacKay  
 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  
 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 
with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated  
between issues) can be viewed online (in FULL 
COLOUR!)  on our website: 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    Copies are  
delivered free of charge within the locality of  
Braemar.  Extra copies of the Buzzard can be  
obtained from the garage, the art gallery, the 
‘speciality shop’ and at the newsagent/pharmacy.  
The Buzzard is funded by advertising and donation - 
donation tins are at all these outlets for any very  
welcome contribution towards costs.  
   
Thank you to Aberdeenshire Council for approving funding 
from the Marr Area Committee Budget to help with the 
purchase of a new Buzzard laptop and software. 
 

Christmas - Pink? Blue? or Purple? 
In a relationship there’s a tendency for many jobs 
about the house to be either ‘blue’ (done almost ex-
clusively by the man) or ‘pink’ (woman’s work).   
Interestingly the definition of what’s a pink or blue job 
differs somewhat from household to household  
although with some recognizable similarities e.g. 
‘ironing’ seems to be mainly ‘pink’ and ‘loading the 
dishwasher’ generally ‘blue’ (?!)  Applying this  
concept to Christmas, it’s mainly a ‘pink’ affair in our 
house (what about in yours?) e.g. writing/posting the 
Christmas cards (pink), buying/wrapping the  
presents (pink), organising Christmas lunch (pink).  
In fact, I struggled to identify any blue jobs at all but 
did come up with ‘buying the Christmas tree’ (blue), 
‘installing in its pot’ (blue) but then decoration of the 
same reverted to ‘pink’.  Does this imply that  
Christmas is mainly a ‘pink’ affair?  I’m not sure.  
Meanwhile, all you singletons - who by now are prob-
ably jumping up and down with the unfairness of it all 
- tough luck! your Christmas will inevitably be 
‘purple’, but then what a strong colour eh?   Ed. 

Community Update: 
New member - Community Council 
Jayne Watson has been co-opted onto the 
Community Council to represent the school 
Winner of the ‘Best Dressed Gathering 
Window’ (Cup donated by the Community 
Council) was the Speciality Shop 
Bus Service to Blairgowrie will be run-

ning again next summer. 
Flu vaccinations  Each year the 
NHS invites selected groups of pa-
tients to receive Influenza Vaccina-
tions; this includes those aged 65 or over, chil-
dren aged 2-5 who are not at school and ‘at 
risk’ groups such as people who have diabetes, 
heart conditions, asthma etc.   
 The flu vaccinations are designed to  
protect those people most at risk from having 
flu - as it can lead to serious complications 
such as pneumonia and also to prevent the 
spread of flu.  The Flu vaccines do not contain 
any live viruses so you cannot catch flu from 
having the vaccination.  Children aged 2-5 will 
receive a nasal spray vaccination rather than 
an injection.   If you have received a letter  
inviting you to have a flu vaccination but have 
not yet had it then please contact Aimi at the 
surgery  41202.  
Ballater Royal Station  In September the 
CNPA approved Aberdeenshire Council’s plans 
for reinstatement subsequent to the fire of May 
2015.  The internal layout will be slightly  
different to provide better provision for a variety 
of uses including tourist information, café,  
library and exhibitions.  The planning paper can 
be viewed in full at  
http://cairngorms.co.uk/meeting/planning-2016-09-16/ 

Men’s Shed  Anyone interested in forming a 
group for a ‘Men’s Shed’?  The idea of this is 
for those men who are retired or at home a lot, 
to get together,  
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exchange views, make things, 
plan community projects, drink 
coffee, play cards, get from under 
the woman’s feet...you decide!   If 
you are even slightly interested 
please get in touch with David 
Geddes  0771 5457601 da-
vid@geddes379.orangehome.co.uk  and leave 
your email/phone number. 
Third Age Lunch Club meets every second 
Wednesday for lunch.   We welcome all to join us 
for a glass of sherry, lunch, cup of tea or coffee, 
sometimes a speaker or for just a blether.  If you 
would like to come along, do contact either  
Kathleen 41309, Margaret 41413  or Carole 
07708 001798 for more information and date of 
next lunch. 
Braemar Bowling Club  Having had a fairly 
successful bowling season, finishing 4th in the 
Deeside League, the Bowling Club is now closed 
for the winter.  Bowling will open for the next  
season probably at the beginning of May, weather 
permitting.  In the meantime we are  looking to 
raise funds for an indoor bowling facility in Brae-
mar.  I have been offered  50% of costs from Marr 
Area but need to find the other 50%!  This would 
be a new facility for the village for an all year  
activity, so any help or advice on the way forward 
would be much appreciated.  For more  
information a contact:  John Kinsella 41309. 
Lair* ornamentation (*as in burial plot in 
churchyard).  In response to a query as to what 
the council finds acceptable in the way of  
ornamentation please visit  
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/communities-
and-events/bereavement/ornamentation-of-lairs 
Braemar Local History Group (BHLG) 
A very successful Tales of Kindrochit, followed by 
a BBQ was held on Saturday 20th August.   
 During the Autumn session some Tales 
were incorporated into the Group’s Village History 
Walks, and hopefully when the walks restart in 
the spring of 2017 they will continue to be a  
feature of the walks. 
 Following another popular Homes of  
Braemar talk by Alison McIntosh the group look 
forward to 20th November when Douglas Harper 
will give a talk about The Harper Bridges of  
Deeside. See notices for further information. 
 The Group would like to thank the present 
owners of Schiehallion House for allowing a 
transfer of archives from Braemar Castle to 
Schiehallion. 

by Braemar Primary School:   

These poems are a selection of those written by 

Room 2 (P1-4) inspired by the Rio Olympics 

2016.  The children really liked the way in which 

animals from the rainforest were used to repre-

sent the sports in the Olympics.  They went onto 

choose animals and imagined what it might be 

like to be these animals   If I were ….. 

If I were…. 
If I were a lion I would like to dance, 
I could go far, all the way to France 
If I were a cat I would meow all the time, 
I could copy a tiger by doing a mime. 
By Saul and Lili 
 
If I were…. 
 If I were a seal I would swim in the sea, 
Swimming below the surface, I would be free. 
If I were a parrot I would fly low, 
Up the mountains, on the trees I would go 
If I were a cheetah, I would run fast, 
Up the hill I would go, wearing a mask. 
By Julia and Ajay 
 
If I were… 
If I were a crocodile I would jump in the ocean, 
I could swim all day and always be in motion. 
If I were a cheetah I would run for food, 
Invite my friends if I was in the mood. 
If I were a gorilla I will swing on the branch 
If I was a giraffe I will share my leaves with my   
 friends. 
By Diamond and Robin 
 
If I were …… 
If I were a robin I would fly up a tree, 
And then my family could all eat with me. 
If I were a dog I could bark all day, 
Then I would chase a cat away. 
If I were a cat I would pounce around the house 
And then I would go and catch a mouse. 
If I were lion I could run and catch food, 
And then I would think I’m very, very good. 
If I were a monkey I would swing all day. 
Then I would go and sadly pray. 
By Kaitlin and Jax 
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Gardening and other outdoor stuff! 
 Autumn can seem a quiet time in the garden after the hectic 
summer growing season.  It’s a good time for a tidy up but don’t 
be over enthusiastic as berries & dead seed heads provide a  
valuable source of bird food.  Insects like to over winter in dead 
plant stems and other wildlife such as frogs may over winter under 
pots and damp leaves.  Leaves can be left to rot on flower beds 
where they will provide a natural mulch and also a useful foraging 
habitat for birds such as thrushes and blackbirds. 
 Autumn leaves are one of the best sources of soil-improving 
organic matter and can be collected to make leaf mould.  The 
leaves are best collected when damp and put into a simple  
homemade chicken wire container or even black bags.  An easy 
way to collect leaves from the lawn is to mow it which will chop up 
the leaves to speed up decay and add some useful grass to the  
compost too.  The leaves will form compost in a slow cool process 
carried out by fungi and once broken up can be used as a mulch 
or dug into the soil.  The longer you leave them the finer the  
compost will become. 
 Autumn is also a good time to plant hedges and in our area 
of Scotland perhaps some raspberry canes.  Raspberries take up 
space but are an easy fruit to home grow and you can expect to 
harvest 2-3 kg of fruit per metre.  You can buy canes in bundles of 
10 from garden centres and plant them anytime between October 
& March though it may be best to plant them before snow arrives! 
                       Caroline Hadley Smith 

Community Garden    
 The idea of a Community Garden was received positively at 
the Community Action Plan evening.  It's aim is to provide a   
community space for growing vegetables whilst keeping us all  
active, fit and healthy.  We have been granted permission to have 
the Community Garden alongside the Community Orchard in front 
of St Andrews Church and work has started already!   Alan  
Beadle, Head Gardener at Balmoral, has kindly advised us on the 
layout for the garden and helped us to mark it out.  Weather  
permitting early November should see the turf cut and mid  
November the turf lifted and beds dug over...then we need to wait 
for spring!  Work over the winter will include the building of  
compost bins and cold frames.  If you would like to be involved 
then please get in touch with Aimi Blueman, Dave Sherrard,  
Sandra Falconer, Caroline Hadley-Smith or join the Braemar 
Community Garden Facebook page.      
           Aimi Blueman 
 

New discovery!  Braemar Golf Club Cairn 
 This summer David the Greenkeeper discovered a cairn at 
the back of the 16th Tee which was only partially complete.  This 
has now have been fully reinstated by Michel Brat and trees cut 
down, so you can now see the restored cairn.  Dr Eve Soulsby 
found reference to the cairn on a 1903 OS map, but apart from 
this we have not found any further information.  It would be very 
interesting to find out the history behind the cairn.  If anyone can 
help, please pass on information to the secretary at the golf club. 
 Braemar Club House is now closed for the winter, but as 
long as the weather permits, the course will remain open to play 
on.  Golf Course and Clubhouse will open for next season at the  
beginning of April.           
   Kathleen Kinsella  

Photographs:  Top:  One of the 
winning displays, SWI Flower 
Show, August   Middle:  Aimi  
Blueman and Alan Beadle mark 
out the new Community garden  
Below: the newly discovered golf 
club cairn by the 16th tee 
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Ferlas Mohr by Martin Rossor  

 The legend of the Big Grey Man of Ben Macdhui, or 
Ferlas Mohr, may go back centuries and was already  
referred to in John Burton’s book, The Cairngorm  
Mountains, published in 1864.  However, the Ferlas Mohr 
came to widespread attention following a report by Norman 
Collie at the Cairngorm Club AGM dinner in November 
1925  
 

"I was returning from the cairn on the summit in a mist 
when I began to think I heard something else than merely 
the noise of my own footsteps. Every few steps I took I 
heard a crunch, then another crunch as if someone was 
walking after me...  I was seized with terror and took to my 
heels, staggering blindly ... Whatever you make of it I do 
not know, but there is something very queer about the top 
of Ben MacDhui and will not go back there again by myself 
I know." 
 

 The reason why this report should create such inter-
est may have been due to the scientific standing of the speaker.  Collie was not only a renowned 
mountaineer but also Professor of Chemistry at University College London.  Following the report by 
Collie there have been many others, more or less fanciful, described in detail by Affleck Grey in The 
Big Grey Man Of Ben Macdhui,1970 and in a short film www.biggreyman.co.uk that features John Duff 
of Braemar. 
 Putting aside the more fanciful experiences and interpretations, there are three broad categories 
of experience:  a visual image of a grey man; an auditory experience, particularly of footsteps; and the 
sense of a presence unseen. 
 The first is the easiest to explain as the optical illusion that occurs when light projects the shadow 
of an object onto the opacity of nearby mist or cloud, a combination frequent with sun projecting from 
behind the observer onto clouds.  The large size relates to a low angle of the sun or moon.  This  
phenomenon is widely known as the Brocken Spectre after the highest peak of the Harz Mountains in 
Germany, where it was first described.  The Brocken Spectre can be identified, assuming one has the 
presence of mind, by the simple expedient of waving at the Spectre when it will wave back.   
 The second experience is that of a sound, particularly footsteps with a different frequency to 
those of the observer.  This suggests an echo and may be due to reflection of sound waves at the cold/
warm interface of a fog bank, similar conditions to those favouring a Brocken Spectre . 
 The third experience, the idea of a presence, albeit the most intangible, is one that is widely  
reported.  The phenomenon is sometimes referred to as the ‘third man syndrome’ after TS Eliot’s The 
Wasteland    

    ‘Who is the third who walks always beside you? 
    When I count, there are only you and I together’ 
 

 Eliot acknowledged Ernest Shackleton’s book ‘South’ which relates his South Pole Trek and  
refers to the experience of an unseen presence.  The link between Shackleton’s experience and Eliot’s 
poem was originally made by the neurologist MacDonald Critchley in an article ‘The Idea of a  
Presence’.  Critchley had been asked to study the effects of shipwreck survival during the War for the 
Royal Navy and had documented the frequent reports of experiences of a presence unseen.  This  
phenomenon is commonly referred to as an extracampine hallucination, i.e. a sensory experience that 
is outside the field of vision; it is common in certain neurological diseases and may relate to activity in 
brain areas that process unconscious vision.  
 The Big Grey Man continues to capture the imagination and however one chooses to interpret 
the phenomenon what better place than the Ben Macdhui plateau to experience the numinous. 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Next edition due out mid March.   
Copy needed by 3rd week February  

http://www.biggreyman.co.uk
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Easy Cinna-
mon Short-
bread from  
Braemar Bothy 
 

Ingredients 
• 250g butter (slightly sof-

tened) 
• 125g caster sugar 
• 125g cornflour  
• 250g plain flour 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinna-

mon 
 

Method 
Mix all ingredients in a food 
mixer.  Knead gently and roll 
into a 'sausage' 6cm diameter 
Using a sharp knife cut into 
rounds 1cm thick 
Place on a baking tray in a 
preheated oven at 180°c for 
approximately 20 mins.  
Sprinkle with caster sugar and 
leave to cool on a wire rack.   

Braemar Playpark  Joanne Morris 

 We would like to let everyone know 
that we have now exceeded our target and 
raised just over £90,000 to spend on new 
equipment for our village Play Park. 
Thanks to grants from Cairngorm Leader, 
Aberdeenshire Council, Marr Area  
Commitee and Marr Area Partnership,  
together with some very generous  
donations from local groups and residents 
we are now in a position to be able to  
order the new, exciting play park  
equipment. We are also due to receive 
some "Developer Obligation" money as a 
result of the new Springfield Housing  
development. 
 Invercauld Estate recently very kind-
ly donated their time to remove the old equipment and  
Aberdeenshire Council have promised to replace the drainage pipes in the park. The weather may  
delay things slightly but we are hoping that by the time Spring appears we will have a wonderful new 
play park in Braemar that can be enjoyed by local families as well as visitors to our beautiful village. 

Braemar Community Hydro (BCH) 
  

 HRH Duke of Rothesay officially opened the hydro scheme at 
the end of September.  After meeting the contractors at the site HRH 
continued to Braemar Village Hall for a reception with many of the 
members who had invested in the hydro-scheme.  Refreshments 
were served and HRH spent about an hour chatting to the those  
assembled. 

 The opening came the day after the first AGM of the society 
where the Directors reported on progress.  The scheme began  
operation on 30 May and in the first 3 months generated 61,000 
kWh earning just over £15,000.  The next 6 months are expected to 
be the major generation months subject to normal rainfall patterns.  
Updates are available at www.braemarhydro.org.uk 

Photograph courtesy of John Macpherson 

Dates for the diary: 
 

March 25/26  Dee/Don  
Collective traditional music 
weekend in Braemar 
July 30-Aug 5  Scottish 6 days 
orienteering event comes to 
Deeside 
www.scottish6days.com/2017 
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Fifth Creative 
Arts Festival 
Success 
  

 Braemar Creative 
Arts Festival  
committee would like to thank Creative  
Scotland, and Foundation Scotland for their 
generous sponsorship of the Festival this 
year.  Funding such as theirs enables us to 
keep the cost of classes to a minimum.  
 2016 was the fifth year of the Braemar 
Creative Arts Festival, and was the biggest yet 
in terms of number of classes, number of  
participants, and money raised for charity 
through the wonderful Deeside Knitwits fringe 
display.  The first festival, in 2012, ran for 3 
days, with 15 classes, and no fringe events, 
whereas 2016 ran for 5 days, with over 30 
classes, and a fringe which included 5 nights 
of entertainment, a fabulous fishy display and 
trail, and, the now ‘traditional’, BRAEMAR-
KET, offering all kinds of quality handmade 
products for sale.  
 It was wonderful to see so many locals 
and visitors taking part in the festival and we 
hope that the numbers will continue to grow 
as we go forward with the project adding new 
attractions each year.   If there is a skill or 
interest you would like to see included on 
the programme for 2017, or if you would 
like to be part of the organising team 
please email the Festival committee on  
braemarartsfestival@gmail.com and let us 
know. 
 

 
The ‘fishy’ 
knitting from 
the Deeside 
Knitwits, 
which was on 
display 
around the 
village during 
the festival, 
has so far 
been sold to 
raise over 
£1300 for 

charity.  A huge thanks to all  
involved.  The remainder of the knitting will 
go on sale at the Christmas Fayre on  
27 November.  Meanwhile - anyone with a 
good suggestion for a long term use for 
‘Octavius the octopus’, please contact Rosy 
Wood   41003   

Top: Ukulele with Finlay Allison;  Middle: Wood  
carving withTom Banks  Bottom;  Pastels with Gina 
Wright 
Photos by Dale Johnson, Braemar Multimedia 

mailto:braemarartsfestival@gmail.com
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St Margaret’s Update  Pete Mulvey 

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 
 

 The most significant recent development for 
the project has been our failure to secure grant  
assistance from the Heritage Lottery Fund for the 
restoration and adaption of the building.  However, 
while they were unable to offer us financial  
assistance in their most recent awards, they have 
encouraged us to re-apply once we have been able 
to firm up on other complementary sources of  
funding which would enable us to undertake these 
necessary works.  In their response to our  
application the committee ‘recognised that the  
application presented well-considered capital and 
activity proposals and that clear need and  
opportunity had been demonstrated for the project’ 
and they added that ‘we considered that your  
project qualified for support’.  Consequently we are 
now working hard to address the points raised and 
hope to submit a new application in March of next 
year. 
 To continue to move forward with the project 
we have now advertised for a part-time Arts  
Administrator to develop our artistic, cultural and 
heritage strategy, and to manage the day to day 
running of the venue.  The post holder will have a 
key role enhancing audience development of our 
ambitious events, festivals and visual arts in rural 
communities’ programmes.  I can report that there 
has been great interest in the post and that  
interviews of a short list of the applicants are to be 
held on the 15th of this month. 
 After a really successful year of events in St 
Margaret’s we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank both the Village Hall and Castleton Hall for 
their assistance in lending us equipment and for the 
use of their facilities when required.  In addition to 
presenting a range of very high quality  
performances this has enabled us to host new types 
of events in St Margaret’s such as month-long drop 
in exhibitions as well as lunchtime musical recitals - 
all of which, we believe, have added to the visitor 
experience in the village this year. 
 

Kindrochit Castle Update  
 

 At last floodlighting of the ruins is now being 
installed by Aberdeenshire Council to draw attention 
to the building over the dark winter months.  Four 
LED spotlights are currently being fixed to lamp-
posts to highlight individual sections of the  
stonework - three on the Castleton side of the river 
and one on the Auchendryne side adjacent to the 
war memorial. 
The castle has been very well visited this year with 
literally thousands of leaflets being taken from the 
on-site holders - and it is good to see it becoming 
established in this way as well as serving as a  
regular play area for local and visiting children and 
the setting for events such as a historical  

re-enactment and an ecumenical religious service. 
 The Braemar School children have  
continued to care for the site in their role as Guardi-
ans of Kindrochit and almost £400.00 has been  
collected from the donations box to be used to pay 
for minor maintenance of the site. 

Braemar Castle  Doreen Wood 

www.braemarcastle.co.uk 
 

 Over 12,000 people visited the castle this year 
and we continue to look for ways of converting 
those who only get as far as the grounds into paying 
visitors.  Our new People Counter shows that only 
one third of visitors who come through the gate pay 
to see the Castle but at least they stop at Braemar 
and hopefully do spend money in the village.  Our 
successful Events programme gives continuous  
opportunities for raising the profile of the castle and 
the village and we are indebted to our wonderful 
village professionals who allow us to use photos 
and video at no cost to enable such a powerful  
presence on social media.  

We know the look of the Castle does put 
people off and we have now started the lengthy pro-
cess of applying for funding to appoint a project 
manager to pursue funding for and oversee the harl-
ing repairs, the urgent conservation work to the inte-
rior and the development and implementation of a 
Visitors Experience Study.   As ever, it will be a long 
haul but we have commissioned ex regional manag-
er for Visit Scotland, Philip Smith, to push ahead 
with the endless form-filling which is needed for 
each application. 

We plan to have a new Castle Manager in 
place in the New Year and appreciate the work by 
our paid staff and volunteers to keep going this 
summer without a full-time post-holder in place.   
The Castle has won through to the finals in the best 
Visitor Attraction category in the Aberdeen City and 
Shire Tourism Awards and the result will be  
announced on 25th November.  Next year we will 
celebrate 10 years of community operation and hard 
work and commitment from countless people.  We 
now have a business which is creating employment, 
attracting people to the village and providing a  
resource which the community can use and enjoy.  
Plans are being drawn up to celebrate and it’s a 
great chance to blow our trumpet.  However, 10 
years on, we’re 10 years older!  Each year new  
volunteers do join up and each year some fall away.  
If you would like to get involved we would be  
delighted to hear from you.  Please email  
doreen.a.wood@btinternet.com or  07702285681. 
 

mailto:doreen.a.wood@btinternet.com
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News from The Fife Arms 
Federica Bertolini      federica@highlandshospitality.co.uk 
  

 We had an informal get together at the Mews Site Office on 
Tuesday 25 October where several members of the community were 
able to walk through the ground floor of the Fife and appreciate the 
extent of the refurbishment.  
 In early September we were granted a building warrant and 
several other packages of work have been awarded since I last 
wrote.  Alongside a number of small local companies working on the 
external paint, stonework, roof and windows we now have two large 
contractors on site, both Scottish based.  Over 50 joiners, plumbers 
and electricians are giving shape to the new internal layout of rooms 
and bathrooms and renewing mechanical and electrical services. 
None of the old drains, pipes or electrical cabling will be left in the 
building.  
 The scaffolding will remain in place for a few more months but 
some sections at the back and along the Fife Brae will be removed 
sooner to allow for the next stage of the work which includes the new 
build elements in the courtyard. 
 Under the floor boards we have discovered  
interesting objects like a draft letter by a soldier, bullets, 
tins of boot polish, empty boxes of matches and even a 
used flare.  The most special find is a signed and dated 
empty whisky bottle carrying the names of some local 
tradesmen who buried this time capsule on 13th April 
1907.  We are hoping to display these finds in a cabinet 
when the Fife re-opens for everyone to see.  It has been 
suggested that we bury a new ‘time capsule’ - if you 
have suggestions as to what objects this should contain, 
I would love to hear from you. 
The evening at the Mews office was also the perfect  
opportunity to introduce our new chef Ross Stacey.  

Originally from 
Somerset, Ross 
attended the 
Ballymaloe 
Cookery School 
in Ireland and 
worked for many 
years at the Riv-
er Café in Lon-
don, one of the 
best Italian res-
taurants in the 
city.  Ross  
combines his 
passion for 

cooking with a deep love for the countryside.  He is very 
excited about the prospect of making the most of the 
abundant Scottish larder.  Over the years, the River Ca-
fé has produced many star chefs including Jamie Oliver 
and Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall.  We think we’ve got 
our own in the making and maybe he will write his own 
cookbook one day! 
  

For more updates, please follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/fifearms and on  
Instagram@thefifearms 

.   

Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  
(mobile) 0787 647 5269 
Email: cllr.g.blackett@ 
aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 
 With winter drawing in and the nights 
getting longer, we are preparing for our last 
Christmas at Clunie Cottage where we have 
raised our family and been so happy for  
almost a quarter of a century 
(unbelievable!). Simon and I apologise in 
advance for the disruption and noise about 
to start at Balnellan House! 
 However, the great pack up, as we 
prepare to move into the heart of the  
community we love so much, has to take 
second place to my busy life as your  
councillor with a new Head of Housing to 
brief on our issues here and the launching 
of the Royal Deeside marketing campaign 
designed to keep me out of trouble until at 
least Christmas!  Tourism is vital to our 
economy but without housing that folk can 
afford, we run the risk of seeing John Mac-
Pherson's oft repeated prophecy of  
Disneyland Cairngorms become a horrifying 
reality.  The future of a sustainable Braemar 
is high on my agenda! 
 As ever, please contact me with any 
issues you would like me to raise - and Mer-
ry Christmas and a Happy 2017! 

Signed and dated empty whisky 
bottle 

From under the floorboards 

http://www.facebook.com/fifearms
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Mar Lodge Estate Mountain Film Festival, February 10-11th 2017 

 Following on from last year’s successful film nights, we are bringing you six new epic films which 
showcase mountain landscapes, extreme ascents in far flung corners of the world and the stories of 
the people who visit them. 

 Friday the 10th February is an ‘Explore’ night and we will be featuring  The Last Great Climb, a 
mountain epic depicting Leo Housing and his teams attempt at a first ascent of the Ulvetanna peak in 
the stunning mountains of Queen Maud Land, Antarctica.  This will be followed by North of the Sun, a 
film about two Norwegian surfers and snowboarders who spent nine months exploring and surviving 
on a remote arctic island, which holds some of the world’s finest surfing waves.  The final film for Fri-
day is by Peter Mackenzie called Maybe bringing us 
more extreme skiing from Scotland, this time some 
of the steepest and most dramatic gullies in the  
Nevis Range. 

 Saturday 11th February is our ‘Extreme’ night 
which will start by taking you on a breath-taking  
journey over the spectacular snow-covered peaks of 
the Alps as we join a small group of extraordinary 
mountain runners in their pursuit of fulfilment in the 
film Summits of my Life.  Our second film is the 
award winning recent release A Line Across the 
Sky, featuring renowned Yosemite climbers, Alex 
Honnold and Tommy Caldwell, and their successful 
first traverse of the Fitzroy Massif in Patagonia, a 
feat considered until recently to be impossible.  The 
film night will end by following Fara Oritz’s dream to 
kayak over the Niagara Falls in the spectacular film Chasing Niagara. 

 

We hope everyone will find the film line up exciting and will come along to the events. This year we 
are offering a reduction when buying tickets for both nights.  Tickets are available 
from the Braemar Mountain Shop, Ballater Outdoor Store and Mar Lodge ranger 
base.  Adults £10/£16 for both nights, children £5.  All films in the Craggan Room, 
Mar Lodge. Friday 10th February & Sat 11th February 7.30pm.  Licensed bar and 
refreshments available. 

Posing Productions 

A Journey to the Roof of Africa Michael Holley 
 Well finally after a year of training, fundraising, buying kit, having second thoughts, I finally made 
my way across to Tanzania on Wednesday 19th October.  I am delighted to report back that I  
successfully summited Kilimanjaro, The Roof of Africa and one of the Worlds 7 Summits, on Thursday 
27th October at approximately 7.30am.  I don’t want to give too much away in this short little note as I 
plan to organise a curry night and presentation where I can tell you all about it and answer any of your 
questions... so, keep your eyes peeled for a date towards the end of the year or early next year.  
Thankfully I was one of the lucky ones who ascended without too many adverse side effects to the  

altitude. The whole experience from start to finish 
was one of the toughest mentally but also one of 
the most rewarding experiences to date.   
Completing it was a mixture of emotions - elation 
that I had made the top but sadness that it was all 
over.  That got me thinking on what next - Machu 
Picchu, Base Camp Everest, North Pole, who 
knows!  All I know for sure is it has shed a new 
perspective on life for me and this certainly won’t 
be the end of my adventures.  Finally thank you all 
so much for your words of encouragement, support 
and donations. My total raised for the British Lung 
Foundation including Gift Aid is £5,923.75. A  
massive thank you to you all! 
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Tel: 013397 41629 

A large selection of crafts from 
Scottish antlers and cow horn, made 
on the premises.  Cutlery, keyrings, 
combs, drinking horns and lighting. 

 

We are happy to discuss your 
bespoke requirements 

 

A large selection of Scottish gifts 
Jewellery in silver and pewter.  

Tartans and tweeds, whiskies and 
Scottish beers and the finest 

Scottish shortbreads, preserves and 
sweets. 

 

McLean of Braemar 

The Highlander and 

Horn Shop 

Barry & Joanne Morris at 
Braemar Service Station 

 

Would like to wish all their 
customers 

 

A very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

 

This year we will be selling 
Christmas Trees—Nordman Fir 

between 5—7 ft.   
Place you order now. 

 

Come in and browse our range of 
car accessories and gifts for all 

the family—including your 
precious pets! 

 
 

 

Christmas Shopping 

Special Events: 
 Ladies Night 23rd Nov 7pm - 10pm  
with cocktails, mocktails & canapes 

Gents Night 7th Dec 7pm - 10pm  
with beer or a dram & sausage rolls 

Family Xmas  10th & 11th Dec 10am - 4pm,  
bring the kids to see Santa in his Grotto! 

 

 

Neil Menzies 
Butcher 
Best Quality 
Scottish Meats 
 

Order now for Christmas 

All you need for a Delicious  
Festive Season 

 

¤ Turkey ¤  Ham ¤ Stuffing ¤ 

¤ Sausagemeat  ¤ Chipolatas ¤  

and lots more ….. 

  

 

 

 

Specialising in Alpine Tour-
ing, Nordic and  

Telemark Skiing. 

Comprehensive range of walking, climbing  

and mountaineering clothing and equipment. 

Open seven days a week till 6pm. 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

Fresh coffee and cakes available at The Bothy 
next door, 

why not warm up next to the fire. 

Invercauld Road, Braemar, AB35 5YP. 

Tel +44 (0) 13397 41242 

  THE SPECIALITY SHOP  

Tel: 0771 545 7601 

Time to get ready for Christmas! 
Come in and browse the pre-loved items - 

you’re bound to find something special 
  Antiques   *   Vintage items   *   Curios 

and collectables   * 

You never know what you’ll find…. 

we’re constantly updating our stock 

The Sweetie Shop stocks all the old  

favourites and also has a fine selection of 

children’s toys. 

Lots of goodies for the  
Christmas Stocking too! 

Tel. 01250 882238 

Open 10am - 4pm Fri/Sat/Sun/Mon throughout 
Nov & Dec until 19/12/16. 

A great selection of gifts for all! 
Including Christmas Hampers and 
Gift packs, woollens, homewares, 
handbags & purses, jewel-
lery,  craft kits, toys, books and 
local produce. 
Enjoy a hot drink, homebaking and 
hearty soups whilst you browse. 

Call in or  41206 to place an order 

For Sale 

Firewood Split Logs 
 

From Braemar Castle 
 

£50 Delivered 
 

Contact: si-
mon.blackett@btconnect.com 

 
Tel: 07971 287366 

Christmas Shopping 
Evening 

Thursday 
 

24th November 
5pm—8pm 

 

Everyone welcome 
Mulled Wine &  
Festive Nibbles 

www.wildthistle.co.uk 



Sea- sonal entertainment  

Village Christ-
mas Post   
Operated by Braemar 
Castle - local card 
deliveries.  Stamps 
@ 10p available at 
the Lochcarron shop 
in the Mews.  Runs 
from 1st Dec  

Hogmanay Cei-
lidh 

Dec 31st  
 Village Hall   

 

Ceilidh band 
 ‘Celtic Horizon’ 

 

Burns Supper 
Jan 20th  

Village Hall 
Organised by  

Braemar Scout Group 

Braemar Christmas Spectacular! - Fair & Christmas Lights 
‘Switch on’ 

Sunday 27th November 

 

The Christmas Fair will take place in the village hall from 1-4pm with plenty 
on sale to fulfil your Christmas shopping needs!  The fair will finish at 4pm 
followed at 5 pm by the annual community official ‘Christmas Lights Switch 
On’ in Braemar Mews.  Musical entertainment will include performances 
from the Braemar School Choir and Wheest, followed by some Community 
singing.  Santa will attend to receive letters from any children - to which he 
will personally reply.  See you all there! 
. 

Church services & events 
 

 Dec18th Sun Christmas Community Carol Service 
   St Andrew’s Church 6.30pm.  All welcome. 
   Refreshments served afterwards. 
Braemar and Crathie Parish  
Dec 3 Sat  Messy Christmas, Castleton Hall 4-6pm; 
   games, crafts, teas -  suitable for all the  
   family 
Dec 7 Wed  Guild lunch at the Bothy (all welcome) 
Dec 24 Sat  Watch night service 11.30pm -  
   refreshments served before service 
Dec 25 Sun Short family service 09.45 am Braemar 
Jan 1 Sun  Crathie church, joint service, 11.30am 
St Ninians Chapel, Mar Lodge 
Services cancelled until further  
notice 
 
 

St Andrew’s Celebration, Friday 2nd Dec, St Andrew’s 
Church at 6.30pm 

 

Why is St Andrew patron saint of Scotland?  What is his connection to Brae-
mar?  Where was the first Church dedicated to St Andrew built?  Get the 
answers to these questions and more at an evening of scottish music, song, 
dance and poetry.  Refreshments served - haggis, scotch broth, shortbread 
and more.  Entry by donation.  Come along and join our celebration.   
          All welcome. 

The Braemar Pantomime - Snow White & the Seven 
Dwarfs 
Fri 16 Dec 7.30pm;  Sat 17 Dec 2.30 & 7.30 pm; Fri 23 Dec 7.30 pm, 
Sat 24 Dec 2.00pm; Mon 26 Dec 2.30 & 7.30pm.  In the Village Hall.  
.   
 
Tickets available from the newsagent/pharmacy,  on-line booking ser-
vice also in operation. 

Please note, Village Hall 
shut Feb for redecoration. 


