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This issue is only available online - so if you 

have a neighbour or friend who you think would 

appreciate reading this but who isn’t an 

avid computer user, PLEASE print off a 

copy and post it through their letter box. 

We’ve had plenty of opportunity    

recently to appreciate the peace and 

tranquillity around Braemar.  This 

wonderful shot was captured by Dale 

Johnson on the outskirts of the     

village.  I’m sure that there are lots of 

folk who would love to swap their 

lockdown locations for ours! 

This homage to the NHS was made and  

captured on camera by Findlay and Farky 

Farquharson at  the Cairnwell.  STV even  

featured the image on their news! 

STOP PRESS! As from May 29
th
  

members can enjoy a game of golf in  

Braemar. 
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Dorothy Ramsay  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacKay  

013397 41245.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk   

Usually copies of the Buzzard are delivered free of 

charge within the locality of Braemar - but this  

particular issue is only available online.  The  

Buzzard team hope that the information contained 

within the pages will be of help and inspiration during 

this period of social distancing due to Covid-19 .  

Normal service should be resumed for the  

September issue.  Our usual Buzzard ‘post-man’ 

team has been busy however! - two deliveries to 

date of leaflets through doors to spread the word 

about sources of help available through the Covid-19 

crisis – thank you team.  In fact we have a lot of 

’thank yous’ that should be given to many folk who 

have gone far and beyond the call of duty in these 

unsettling times - it would be fool hardy to attempt to 

list them all,  so many people in so many different 

ways - on behalf of us all - thank you. 

Can you help? 

Braemar at War – WWI 
and WWII 

Maureen Kelly 

 I am putting together a 
booklet for the Braemar Local 
History Group on the life and 
response of Braemar in WWI 
and WWII.  With help from  
others in and around the village, 
and even on the other side of 
the world, a great deal of  
fascinating information is  
coming to light. 
 There will be a be a major section on the 
Braemar War Memorial and individual names.  It is 
so sad that today many of those who gave their lives 
are so little known.  We aim to outline not only each 
individual’s military record but also a little about him 
as an individual, his Braemar connection and, where 
possible, a photo in uniform.  
 In addition, we will tell the stories of activities 
in the Braemar area such as the army training for 
the  mountains, the Belgian School, the Canadian 
Lumber Camp, the listening post, mortar shell  
practice and fund-raising schemes.  
 If you can help with a photo or information on 
any of the above (and, in particular, WWII Charles 
Grant – we think from Inverey) please get in touch 
with: 

 

Fiona Hunter - fiona_dalziel@yahoo.co.uk (WWI) 

Maureen Kelly – maureen@tandemkelly.co.uk   
0131 476 2241 (General and WWII) 

The new Historical Guide to 

Braemar and District was 

due to be launched at the 

end of March but this was 

cancelled because of 

Covid19.  Copies of the 

guide, price £3.00, will be 

available in local outlets as 

soon as the current situation allows.  Maureen 

Kelly painstakingly researched and compiled the 

Guide and is now working on a new project (see 

above!) 

 Our thanks must go to the Captain and  

Committee of Braemar Golf Course for providing a 

room to hold our archive.  This will be transferred 

from its current location directly circumstances  

permit. 

Sheiling#2 Build Project  Enid Blaikie      
  

 The demolition of the Sheiling took place just 

prior to Lockdown but, to date, concrete has still to 

be removed from the site and it’s hoped that this will 

happen as we move into the next phase of the route 

map.  It goes without saying that our fundraising 

plans have taken a major hit but support for the  

project in donations attached to online shopping are 

a welcome addition.  Many outlets donate a % of 

your sale or a set amount to a charity of your choice 

- this is at no extra cost to you - see links to the left 

if you would like to help.   

 Recent pledges and matched donations have 

brought our funds to £136,500.  

easyfundraising.org.uk/Girlguiding Kincardine & 

Deeside  

smile.amazon.co.uk/ Girlguiding Kincardine & 

Deeside 

mailto:fiona_dalziel@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:maureen@tandemkelly.co.uk
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/Girlguiding
http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Neil Menzies  

Butchers, Braemar 
 

Not only supplies meat but has 

a large range of  fruit and veg, 

frozen foods and various deli 

items.  New lockdown hours are currently Mon-

Friday 8-4pm (closed Sat).  Deliveries of goods 

are free to households in Braemar.  Place your 

order  41206 or send a message via Facebook - 

early morning for same day delivery.  Different  

recipe packs are on offer on an occasional  

basis -  all the ingredients you need for 

a special recipe supplied and ready to 

go! - ask for more details or keep an 

eye on the Facebook page.     

The Highlanders Bakehouse, Crathie 

www.thehighlandersbakehouse.co.uk 
 
 

The Bakehouse offers a 
range of products for home 
delivery - cost of delivery to 
Braemar is £1 with a  
minimum order of £6.  There is a range of items 
available to order in addition to their usual bakery 
produce. The shop (as of mid-May) is closed - 
online orders only.  For full details, see the web site 
or Facebook page. 

taste.. 
 Strange old times in the world at the  

moment and here at taste.. we were wondering 

how as a business could keep going in some way 

(albeit small) and also how we could prove a  

service for the community. 
 taste.. tea trays were born.  A 

weekly selection of 3 cakes (£4.50) 

pre-ordered by noon on a  

Wednesday and collected or  

delivered on the Friday afternoon 3-5pm.  We 

have also been successful in stocking good  

quality flour, bread flour, pulses and goodies in 

the deli! 
We have been in touch with Caroline 

from Wild Thistle and with her help 

have ordered bedding plants, shrubs 

etc to be delivered by the week  

ending 29th May.  This was to give 

the community a chance to make 

their gardens beautiful without travelling too far or 

relying on online orders -I know it is nice to 

choose your plants personally! 
 We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the community for their continued support. 

 

 Stay safe all, Ros & Dave   

The Cairn - takeaway 

food delivered to your 

door 

Fancy a Saturday night off from 
the cooking?  Then the Cairn 
will do the cooking for you and 
deliver to your door!  The menu 
goes out on the Braemar Community Facebook 
page at 2pm on a Friday and telephone orders are 
taken from then on: 013397 41244.  If you’re not 

on Facebook you can always just phone and find 
out what the menu is - but don’t delay!  it’s a  
popular service.  For those living outwith the  
village, food can be delivered to a collection point - 
Victoria Bridge (for Mar Lodge) or Invercauld car 
park (for destinations south).  Payment is taken by 
card on ordering.  

Skipper and Wife 
 

Fresh fish van visits to the 

village have resumed - 

Wednesdays 2-3pm outside 

the butchers, various other 

stops follow.  If anyone wants to pre-order their fish 

then either   0786 0677 602 or email:  

skipperandwife@hotmail.co.uk 

Braemar Pharmacy  
 

Current hours 10-12am; 3-6 pm; Th 

half day; weekends 9 -11 am (and no  

w/e pharmacy).   41423 

Raemoir Garden Centre (Banchory) 
 

Will deliver  to Braemar, free delivery over £30.  

www.raemoirgardencentre.co.uk 

I guess that we have all been struggling at times to maintain supplies 

of our favourite foods during lockdown and indeed struggling to source 

other essentials to whatever we have been doing.   The food outlets in 

the village have done a fantastic job  - the Co-op and the butcher  

especially.  For some top tips for accessing supplies locally, read on... 

Braemar Garage   Not just petrol - 

some essential food stuffs too.  Current 

hours Mon—Sat 9am - 4pm, closed Sun. 
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: 

cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 

 Who could have imagined at the turn of the 

year how 2020 would pan out – none of us in our 

wildest nightmares could have envisaged not being 

able to drop round to our friends and family, have a 

haircut, a drink at the pub or a meal out to celebrate 

a special occasion.  After last year’s ‘buzz’ who 

could have imagined that Braemar would be so  

quiet, who could have dreamt that weddings so 

carefully planned would be put on hold and who 

could have thought that the day would come when 

we couldn’t sit at the bedside of a loved one slipping 

peacefully away or attend their funeral.  These are 

very strange and testing times for us all and not 

least for the businesses here that depend so much 

on visitors to support them but we are so lucky in 

Braemar to have such a caring community and 

amazing countryside all around us. 

 Life at the Cairngorms National Park Authority 

has been even busier than usual.  Xander McDade 

(the Convener) and I (Deputy Convener) have a  

telephone catch up with Grant Moir (Chief  

Executive) every day to ensure we are all aware of 

what is going on as things are moving fast.   

 Every Monday we have Cairngorms Tourism 

Emergency Response Group meeting, which  

includes VisitScotland, Visit Aberdeenshire,  

Cairngorms Business Partnership and  

Aberdeenshire Council which amongst other things 

is considering how we can best welcome visitors 

back to the Park while ensuring everyone’s safety 

and ensuring that our thinking is ‘joined up’,  The 

Park Authority is working closely with local estates 

too. 

 There has been some confusion about ‘codes 

of conduct’ for when restrictions are lifted.  While 

the CNPA and Aberdeenshire Council are working 

on the infrastructure of opening up, the Cairngorms 

Business Partnership are working with members 

and ourselves to produce a high level document 

around a ‘Cairngorms Covid Cares’ pledge that 

businesses, communities and the public sector can 

feed into and reference local plans.  Rest assured, it 

is all coming together. 

 We have a Governance Group which ‘meets’ 

once a fortnight to assist officers with such things as 

the Recovery Plan before that goes to the wider 

board for discussion and we are also starting to 

make fairly substantial changes to the way the  

Authority operates.  

 Planning and Board meetings are conducted 

by video conferencing and we made Park ‘History’ 

at the May Planning meeting which was live 

streamed with almost 50 people able to listen in. 

 As your councillor I have tried to help where 

and when I can and when not, to point people to the 

Grampian Coronavirus Assistance Hub 

(www.gcah.org.uk) a website which is an extremely 

effective focal point for anyone affected by the virus 

be it schooling, financial help, needing a friendly 

phone call or offering to make one to others and a 

whole host of other issues.  If the person answering 

your call doesn’t know the answer, I have been so 

impressed with how quickly they have managed to 

find someone who can!  Our meetings continue but 

we are all having to get to grips with video  

conferencing instead of meeting face to face and 

whilst I don’t miss all the driving I usually do or the 

very hard village hall chairs and draughty halls, 

even I am getting a bit fed up being stuck in my 

house most of the time – so I do understand how 

others are feeling!  The council’s finances have 

been seriously impacted by the current situation and 

I think we will all have to face up to changes and 

cuts in services over the coming months.  It’s tough 

but this is Braemar and we will get through this  

together. 

 On a brighter note, the plans for the new 

bridge at Gairnshiel will be determined at the June 

CNPA planning meeting; as it’s an Aberdeenshire 

Council planning application both Peter Argyle and I 

will not take part but fingers crossed it is passed 

and work can begin to protect the beautiful old 

bridge from further abuse while ensuring traffic can 

continue to flow.  The new bridge has been  

designed by local architect Ben Addy who has also 

supplied this photo montage to show how it will 

look. 

Keep safe everyone and please don’t hesitate to get 

in touch if you need help or advice.   

http://www.gcah.org.uk/
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 ‘Notes from the Churches’   Kenneth MacKenzie  
 

 This is the season of Pentecost, marking the birth of the Church through the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. Usually at this time of year the churches join together to celebrate - sometimes with a ‘Messy Church’ 
BBQ and Praise Evening.  This time round things are different, and currently, in line with  
government policy, our doors remain shut.  All being well, these restrictions will soon be slowly lifted.   
According to the Scottish Government ‘Road Map’, during:  

 

PHASE 1: there will be no lifting of restrictions regarding church gatherings. 
PHASE 2: which will begin around the third week of June at the earliest,  places of worship may be opened 
'for private prayer with physical distancing and hygiene standards'.  Special services, such as weddings, will 
be permitted, but with a 'limited number of attendees'. 
PHASE 3:(middle of July at the very earliest) should see a significant relaxation in the guidelines  
regarding public gatherings.  Places of worship will be allowed to open 'to extended groups subject to  
physical distancing and hygiene safeguards.  The Scottish government will relax restrictions on funeral s 
ervices, marriages... and other services to beyond close family'. 
 

Hardship Funds 

 

 During the lockdown period, the  national Furlough Scheme and other measures have offered  
generous support and protection to large numbers of people, but unfortunately, many of those around us – 
often those who run small businesses, and are thus the backbone of our community - are still facing huge 
financial, not to mention emotional difficulties.  More work is yet to be done by way of advocacy and  
structural support, but some of those individuals and families are now in an emergency situation, and for the 
first time in their lives are turning anonymously to the churches and local charities for help to put food on the 
table.  For further information, or to donate, please contact: 
 
Willie Meston (Sen) 013397 55377  Patricia Fraser 013397 42327  John Burrows 013397 53244 
(Braemar Community Charitable  or Ken MacKenzie 013397 42208 (The Ballater and Crathie 
Hardship Fund)     (The Parish of Braemar and  Fund)  
       Crathie Charitable Fund) 

Braemar & Crathie Church 
Online Services available 

through www.churchofscotland.org and Aboyne have an 

online service which you can connect through this link  

http://aboyne-dinnet-cromar-churches.org.uk/   There is  

also a good Facebook page which the moderator usually 

posts on daily and it is called Moderator of the General  

Assembly of the Church of Scotland.   
 

St Andrew’s Church     Carole Paterson 

 As with all other Churches, St Andrew’s has been closed since lockdown.  

We miss our services and being able to be together in Church  - but prayer  

anywhere is heard.  Here at St Andrew’s during the month of May, Holy Rosary 

is said each day for us all and for an end to Covid 19.  A candle is lit each day, 

again for us all.  There is a Grotto in the middle of the Church garden, please 

feel free to stop in for a quite moment, there’s a seat for you too. 

 Our new parish priest, Fr Peter, sends all his parishioners, in the four 

Churches, a round robin each week with encouraging words and prayers and a 

wee newsletter.  He did not get a chance to meet with many people before 

lockdown but hopefully in time, folks will get that chance. 

 On Sunday 7 June there will be a table at St Andrews Church Gates with 

some largish pebbles.  If you are passing children,  please take one and  

decorate it with what you think Covid 19 might look like or how you feel about it, 

or adults, take one for a child. There will be lollipops, so please take one of 

those also.  Please return to the table by the following Sunday 14 June.   

Andrew Braidwood will judge the best three and there will be a prize for each of 

these.  There will be hand sanitizer at the table and please keep a safe  

distance from each other.  Good luck! 

Your Little Church 
 
There is a little Church I know 
Not very far away 
You’ll be surprised to hear of it 
Yet see it every day.   
You need not walk to reach the        
 Church 
No riddle, this but true 
Nor wonder on what street it is 
That little Church is YOU. 
Is not your noble brow the tower 
Your eyes the window bright 
Your heart the Sanctuary lamp 
That casts its crimson light? 
Is not your voice the organ sweet 
That sounds the hymn of love 
Your holy thought the altar pure 
Whence God comes from above? 
Is not  your soul, your precious soul, 
The tabernacle white, 
And your poor body not the veil 
That hides Him from your sight? 
Your tongue, the table of our Lord 
Your lips the open door, 
Your prayers, the tinkling of the bell 
Your humble mien the floor? 
Then place your hand upon your 
 breast 
A Thousand times a day 
And in Your own dear little Church 
Off loving visits pay. 
 

http://www.churchofscotland.org/
http://aboyne-dinnet-cromar-churches.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1862561490638051&ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1862561490638051&ref=br_rs
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New Housing Scheme - BCL 

  
 So much for the monthly drop-in 

‘surgeries’ that Braemar Community Ltd. had 

planned for the affordable housing project  

behind Kindrochit Court!  Inevitably  

coronavirus has had an effect, but despite this 

the team have been busily beavering away on 

a number of fronts since the last issue of the 

Buzzard.  It is still exciting to think that, with 15 

affordable houses and flats for rent, this will be 

one of the biggest part-publicly-funded  

community-led housing projects in the whole of 

Scotland. 

 Negotiations continue with landowners 

Mar Estate, to transfer ownership to the community of the land for the housing and new access road, and 

we hope to conclude this very soon.  In the meantime a £1.5m funding application is currently being  

processed by the Scottish Government which we expect to cover around half of the total project cost.  

Coronavirus has affected this too, as many Scottish Government staff are deployed elsewhere to deal with 

the effects of the pandemic.  Most of the rest of the funding for the project will come from a mortgage from 

an ethical lender, with the rental income from the homes being used to pay this off. 

 Also on the subject of funding, BCL has had some recent success with the Scottish Land Fund and 

Braemar Community Hydro contributing a total of nearly £6,000 to pay for a selection of urgently needed 

surveys to help the project.  You may recently have seen a couple of surveyors working – at a safe dis-

tance – around Tomrichton Woods, just beside the housing site.  Their work will help BCL make an  

application to the Scottish Government for funds to purchase the woods, which are also owned by Mar 

Estate, for the community.  As well as ensuring better management of the trees and development of the 

path network, community ownership of the woods will help reduce the risk of damaged or fragile trees   

falling on new houses in the future! 

 With Braemar being one of the coldest places in Scotland, and set in a rural area, our focus is to  

ensure the homes are very well-insulated and built from non-toxic materials, and that they don’t contribute 

to climate change.  Over the next three months we plan to put this into practice by securing funding to pay 

for a team of architects and engineers to develop the designs and specifications or the houses and new 

access road.  We will find a way of making sure you, the community, are heavily involved in this process! 

Once the designs have been agreed the team will apply for planning permission and building warrants, 

before inviting builders to tender for the construction work.  

 At the moment we can’t predict what other delays the coronavirus will have on the project, but our 

hope is to get started on site early in 2021 with the aim of having all of the homes ready to occupy in early 

2022.  
  

The Braemar Community Facebook page and Rural Housing Scotland websites also have more  

information on the project.  The continued financial support of Cairngorms National Park Authority is  

gratefully acknowledged by BCL in helping to develop proposals for the project.  Rural Housing Scotland 

is a charity that supports the development of rural housing for communities across  

Scotland.   

 The Kindrochit  Court site forms part of a ‘Section 75’ planning agreement, where 

allowance must be made for affordable housing to be built to compliment the development 

of private housing elsewhere in the immediate area.  

If you are interested in living in one of the homes, have ideas or concerns about the  

project or just want to know more, get in touch with: 

Sam Foster on sam@ruralhousingscotland.org or   07421 369263.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/205571519607422/
https://ruralhousingscotland.org/current-projects/braemar-2
mailto:sam@ruralhousingscotland.org
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Pick up a book - our readers recommend: 

“An American novel set in the swamps of North Carolina in the 

‘60s sounds a little unlikely as a runaway bestseller.  However, 

Delia Owens, herself a naturalist, cleverly hooks us in with a 

mystery death from the start, so we do want to read more 

about the story of Kya Clark, ‘The Swamp Girl’.  Abandoned by 

her family, Kya learns to survive alone with a surprisingly small 

amount of support and becomes defensively secretive,  

independent and competent.  She does this against a  

backdrop of small town bigotry.  Owens neatly dovetails Kya’s 

developing love and understanding of nature with her  

understanding that she is different.  She does this with a  

combination of great empathy and some beautiful natural  

details but although this sounds pretty dull, we are already 

gripped by Kya when things start to go predictably awry  

between her and the town’s conceited high school football  

hotshot.  At this point, I started to feel distinctly anxious about 

how things would turn out for Kya.  The resolution of the plot is 

skilfully done but I’m not going to spoil it for people!  I really 

recommend it as a Good Read and now I’m waiting to see 

what Reece Witherspoon does with developing it as a film.  I 

expect quite a long wait but it should be worth it.”   

Fiona Hunter 

Usbourne Pencil &   
Paper Games 

“This has been a fantastic 
book playing minefield, 
battleships, code breaker. 
Fun games for all family.” 

Fiona Lawrence 

Note:  Fiona is continuing 
Magical Monday Book 
Club on Facebook - check 
out the Facebook page 
and join in the fun.  You 
can also catch up with the 
books read so far. 

Wilding by Isabella Tree 

Coronovirus has rather pushed out of 

the spotlight the pressing negative 

effects we humans are having on our 

world - but do take time out to read 

this fascinating book.  It  describes 

the ongoing transition of one  

struggling estate in West Sussex 

from intensive farming to a state of 

‘Wilding’ and the amazing positive 

impact this had had on the flora and 

fauna in quite a short space of time.  

It describes the benefits that the  

introduction of herds of free roaming 

animals (cattle, pigs, deer, Dartmoor 

ponies) and leaving nature to do ’its 

own thing’ have had on the whole 

flora and fauna.  There’s a chapter 

devoted to ‘yellow peril’  (Ragwort) 

and I must admit its certainly  

mellowed my attitude towards this 

plant.  The section on the potential of 

beavers to reduce risk of wild scale 

flooding also makes me feel quite 

enthusiastic about plans to extend 

their re-introduction to our  

countryside.  I’m now off to oversee 

some more ‘wilding in my garden! 

Liz Robertson 

Remember that you can access a huge selection of books online from Aberdeenshire Council  with your 

library card.  (And I would also highly recommend using the new app. ‘Libby’ to do so.  Ed.) 
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The Deeside Knitwits have been busy during  

lockdown, despite not being able to meet for our 

weekly knitter natter!   Along with continuing to knit 

dinosaurs for the October trail we’ve also knitted a 

small fold of Highland Cattle for the  

Craigendarroch’s  summer trail.  When the rainbow 

became an emblem before lockdown we made a giant rainbow 

which hung in the mews for 8 weeks. 

 Just ahead of lockdown we started making a large patchwork 

globe ready of World Earth Day on 22nd April.  As part of my daily 

exercise I cycled round delivering packs of yarn and templates for 

10cm squares to the knitters in the village.  Making the globe helped keep us busy, creative and  

connected during lockdown.  We were so delighted with the result, we’re now completing a flat earth 

blanket which we hope to auction to raise funds for charities supporting those in need through the  

Coronavirus crisis.    

    If you’d like to take part you can message us and see what    

    we’re doing on Facebook @deesideknitwits.  Rosy Wood 

My Morning At The Community Garden 
 

 This morning my family all went down to the 

Community Garden.  I think the Community Garden is 

Awesome.  Lots of people from the village help to plant 

fruit and vegetables, and then we get to eat them.  

This morning I helped to plant leeks.  Firstly, I used a 

long piece of string as a guide to make sure the holes 

for the leeks were in a straight line.  Using an old 

broomstick, me and Dad made lots of holes to put the 

baby leeks in.  The seeds for the baby leeks had been 

planted last February in little pots.  They have grown 

up and were about 15 centimetres tall.  I took them out 

of the pots and planted them into the holes I had made 

with Dad.  Finally, I gave them all a big drink of water 

and filled the holes in with earth.  Hopefully Mum will be making some delicious leek soup soon.  As well 

as the leeks there were a lot of onions planted this morning next to the beetroot.  

 The Community Garden is so full of herbs, fruit trees and vegetables. There are apple trees which 

have blossom on them.  Last week we took some rhubarb home but I didn’t like all that much, Dad said 

he loved it with ice cream.      Abigail Pern  

 

If you want to join in the action with the Community Garden, get in touch via the  

Braemar Community Garden Facebook page. 
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Don’t let lockdown get you down 

By Marilyn Baker 

Reach for your bookshelf and take a book down. 

Lots to choose from; authors galore, 

Austen, Bronte, Shakespeare and more 

Dickens, Burns and Stevenson too 

Rowling, Shriver, Atwood, all new, 

Books about travel, birds and bees 

Books about deserts, forests and seas, 

Tales of mystery, murder and magic 

Tales from history, both happy and tragic, 

The wonders of science and bodies celestial, 

From a glimpse of the future to all things ancestral, 

Biographies, self help and ‘how to do’ books 

Floristry, poetry, photography, cookbooks, 

Music and song, drama and dance, 

You’ve nothing to lose, just take a chance, 

There’s something for everyone, no matter your age, 

Go open a book and turn the page. 
 

Regeneration 

By Shona Armstrong  
during Covid 19 crisis March 2020 
 

Where are the people? 

An eerie silence across the land 

A strange quiet in the sky 

Signs of a stricken world weeping 

Struggling with a dark invisible threat 

Yet listen to the cackle of geese 

The cry of a soaring eagle 

See the skirl of squirrels chasing 

Dippers diving in icy water 

Feel the soft sponge of moss 

Taste crystal clear water 

Cascade over ancient rock 

Cherish the scent of ancient pine 

And bloom of spring flowers 

Symbols of hope 

Seek solace from the land 

Embrace solitude and isolation 

Engage the senses 

Absorb the healing power of nature 

Live in harmony with the land 

When will the world learn to sing again? 

Perhaps these two poems can inspire you to write a few 

lines of verse yourself and maybe you can share these with 

the wider community in future issues. Ed. 

Lockdown…    Margaret Palmer 

 

 In these unprecedented times one thing the Corona Virus has presented us 

with is the unexpected gift of time on our hands.  Time to do all the activities that 

have been shelved until there was a gap in busy schedules.  There was now no  

excuse not to get started on the list of outstanding chores, no matter how hard we 

searched for one.  Shouting out to me was the task of pressure washing the block 

paving paths with the message that it could be ignored no longer, its grubby surface 

would not wait.  So down to business.  First of all one has to look the part, so out 

came the PPE waterproof suit in a beautiful shade of moss green comprising of  

rather fetching trousers and a zip up top complete with hood which in a previous life 

had scaled the hills and mountains of Braemar; a vizor with protective spectacles; 

green wellingtons to co-ordinate with said suit and blush-orange rubber gloves to 

set off the whole ensemble.  Next was to haul the pressure washer out of the shed 

and decide which pipe went where and did what.  After sorting out extension cables 

and a few hiccups everything was ready for action and the exciting task lay 

ahead.  The transformation was unbelievable, also very satisfying and after days and days (and days) of 

relentless hosing, covered from head to toe in mud, windows and walls splattered with mud (it was well 

worth the effort, honestly!) the paving magically transformed from a lighter shade of black with moss  

surrounds to the most beautiful shade of pink it once was and no moss in sight.  Job done!  

I think that there has been a considerable amount of patio ‘spring cleaning’ going on in the last month, 

most of the gardens in Braemar are looking unusually smart…  Ed. 



Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 57 -  June  2020

10 

Let’s get cooking 

Lockdown Beer Bread 

This bread is SO easy - simply mix and put in the 

oven, no kneading, no proving.  The texture is a  

little different  to traditional bread but so yummy!  If 

you haven’t got beer then you can substitute cider, 

plain soda water, ginger beer - but lemonade would 

be a little sweet (unless you want to invent a  

chocolate chip tea bread! now there’s a thought). 

 

Ingredients: 

3 cups plain flour (or SR and omit the baking  

powder) 

3 tsp baking powder 

2 tsp sugar 

1 tsp salt 

375 ml beer (or make up the extra with water) 
 

Toppings:  (maybe not all of these! - you choose) 

Finely chopped onion 

Grated cheese or parmesan 

Salt/pepper 

Extra virgin olive oil for drizzling 

Olives/sun dried tomatoes/pumpkin seeds (or put 

these into the mix rather than just on the top) 
 

Pre-heat oven to 1800C.  Line a small/medium loaf 

tin with baking paper.  Mix flour, baking powder, 

sugar, salt in a large mixing bowl.  Pour in the beer/

water and stir again to combine into a sticky dough 

and put in tin.  Add toppings.  Bake in the oven for 

40 mins– it will have risen and puffed up and be all 

golden and delicious looking.  Serve hot or cold.  

Once its cooled down its amazing toasted.  
 

This recipe originated in New Zealand. 

Home-made Granola 

I find many of the commercial Granolas are loaded 

with sugar so I always make my own.  You know 

exactly what’s in it and you can vary the mix at will.  

The one essential ingredient is oats, and preferably 

jumbo oats.  Served with some natural yoghurt and 

a little fruit, this makes the perfect breakfast . 
 

Ingredients: 

3 cups of rolled oats  

1/3 cup of honey (I use the cheapest ‘runny’ honey that 

I can find in the supermarket, syrup works too)  

1/2 cup vegetable or sunflower oil 

1 tsp vanilla extract (optional) 

1/2 tsp cinnamon (optional) 

Pinch salt  
 

Mix the ‘wet’ ingredients together (oil/honey/vanilla 

extract) and add to the ‘dry ingredients (oats,  

cinnamon, salt), stir well until all the oats are  

coated.  Spread mixture on a sheet and bake at 

1500C for 15 mins until light golden brown.  Cool to 

room temperature, agitate to break up any clumps, 

and then add: 
 

• 1/2 cup seeds and nuts  (I use a bread seed mix that 

includes sesame and linseed and add almond flakes, 

sunflower hearts, pumpkin seeds - whatever you fancy!) 

• 1/2 cup dried fruit (raisins, sultanas, dried cranberries, 

chopped dates,  - whatever you have in the cupboard.  I 

also like to add a handful of raw coconut flakes, but you 

may need to search these out!) 
 

Store in an airtight tin.  Serve with milk, yoghurt and 

fruit.  Also great as a topping for yoghurts any time! 

LOCKDOWN FOCACCIA 

BREAD (c/o Margaret Palmer) 
 

Ingredients: 

2 teaspoons salt 

500g strong white flour 

7g instant yeast 

140ml olive oil 

360ml water 
 

For finishing touches: 

Olive oil for drizzling 

Sea salt flakes 

Fresh rosemary or oregano 

 

Prep 30 mins. Cook 20 min.  

Extra time:  2 hours for rising. 

Put the salt in a mixing bowl and 

add flour then the yeast, oil and 

water.  (Placing the ingredients 

into the mixing bowl in this order 

ensures the salt and yeast are 

kept apart.)  Mix together then 

knead on a lightly oiled surface   

to create a smooth sticky dough 

(c9 -10 minutes.)  You need to 

work through the wet stage so be 

patient and do not be tempted to 

add more flour to stiffen the 

dough.  The dough is ready when 

it is smooth and elastic and sticky 

to the touch.  Place into a lightly 

oiled large bowl and cover with 

clingfilm or tea towel, and leave in 

a warm place until the dough has 

doubled in size (about 1 hour.)  

Knead again.  Line a baking tray 

23x32cm with baking paper, 

stretch dough to fit tray (don’t  

worry if dough springs away from 

the sides, it grows in the second 

rise.)  Place into a plastic bag and 

leave  to double in size (c 1 hour).  

Remove from bag, lightly oil your  

hands with olive oil and press fin-

gers into dough to create dimples. 

Sprinkle with sea salt, drizzle with 

olive oil and scatter with herbs.  

Bake at 220C for 20-25 mins.  

It was really difficult to get hold of flour at one point,  

luckily supplies have now eased - local sources include: 

the Co-op, Braemar Garage, Taste, Braemar Pantry and 

Crathie Bakehouse 
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Braemar Pop up Pantry   - Carole Paterson 

 The Pantry came about from info received from a colleague that 

CFINE*  were reaching out into Aberdeenshire, initially with over stocked 

goods from supermarkets, Brexit, and would we be interested?  CFINE 

are receiving funding to stock wee ‘shoppies’ like ours in Aberdeenshire.  

We could not be as successful without them, thank you. 

 Braemar Charitable Trust very kindly gave us the use of their old office to set up shop.  If you 

wished to become a member of the shop the cost was £3 per year and any monetary donations gladly  

accepted. These were initially shared between the charities of CFINE and the Trust.  For the present most 

goes back into shop with the advent of the fruit/veg deliveries which, for now, are subsidised so that at this 

time of isolation and children at being at home all the time it is accessible and affordable for all.  We also 

deliver some fruit, at no cost, to those we know who are isolating and to families with young children. (If 

anyone who doesn’t get and feels they could just give us a shout 07708001798). This also comes from 

the CFINE warehouse, though we pay for these, and any profit they make goes back into their charity. 

We take orders for this fruit/veg and these are popped through door by the Wednesday, arrive on Friday 

via Dawn Tuckwood of NHS Grampian and made up/delivered on a Saturday morning by Susan, Doug, 

Riley and Jo.  An enormous thanks to all the above, it’s a whole  mornings work each week by these  

volunteers and well done.  The deliveries to isolating etc. are made on a Monday morning by Carole and 

David, just left at yer door. 

 The shoppie has about 60 members and, may I just say now, is open to all  - you are very welcome.  

It is a policy of one in at a time just now, with Covid 19 and there is sanatizer and gloves available.  It is 

open on a Monday 1pm till 3pm, when Jennifer will welcome you, and on a Wednesday 2.30 - 3.30pm 

when Jackie will welcome you, or just phone number below.  A huge thank you to these two ladies also, 

who came forward and volunteered to man the shop during Covid, as a number of our regular volunteers 

were either isolating or had young families. 

 The shop has taken on a bit of a different role at present, with our fruit/veg and now hopefully  

fortnightly deliveries from CFINE of goods (delivered by two volunteers from CFINE) to maintain stock and 

cover some needs of the area. Thank you.  We also say thank you to the Garage (Gleaner), Sweetie 

shop, Chemist, Pavilion, Highlander for ‘use by’ stock received and continue to receive and also thank you 

to Lochnagar Distillery for donation of hand sanitizer for our volunteers, which is vital for out and about 

and in shop, and to McVities Glasgow for donations of boxes of biscuits.  Many thanks as well to Mar 

Lodge ( National Trust) for the generous donation of Easter Eggs (which children and isolating will have 

received by now).  The thanks are never ending, what with all our previous volunteers and our present, it 

could not function without you all.  When we get back to whatever the normal might be, additional  

volunteers are always welcome. 

 We are at present, working together with Braemar Charitable Trust and Braemar Care in providing 

lunches once a week for those isolating and who wish for them.  Sandra Bain does the cooking in the  

Pavilion, the shoppie provides fresh fruit and any other ingredients we can, St Andrews a fancy piece and 

Braemar Care volunteers do the deliveries.  We thank the local welfare fund for the £1,500 donation to 

assist with this and the fruit donations to isolating and young children, it has played a vital part in enabling 

us to do this.  Also thanks to those who have given personal donations. 

 The ‘shoppie’ will certainly be going on for a long time yet, it is a busy wee place.  If you have  

anything in your cupboard you think you might not use, and someone else might,  please feel free to pop it 

along or come and swap it for something we might have.  All donations welcome as are ideas of what we 

might do differently or things that are  needed - just pop a note through the door.  At present we are not 

taking any clothing due to Covid.          Stay Safe folks.  

 

* CFINE (Community Food Initiatives North East), is an Aberdeen-based charity and social enterprise that 

operates the Grampian and Highlands and Islands regional centres of FareShare.  FareShare is the     

biggest charity in the UK tackling food waste and fighting hunger by redirecting surplus food from the food 

industry to frontline charities and community groups.  CFINE has been delivering food to the Braemar 

Pantry and other partners in Grampian to help maintain their vital services during the coronavirus         

outbreak, making sure that no one goes hungry during these unusual times.  CFINE was awarded      

Scottish Social Enterprise of the year 2019 and the Queens Award for Voluntary Service. 



Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 57 -  June  2020

12 

Braemar Castle    Braemar Castle Team+ 

 Our last Castle update was filled with plans for the season and 

fundraising for our ‘Raising the Standard’ project.  Everything is now, of 

course, on pause.  However, it is ‘pause’ and not ‘stop’. 

Following Government guidelines, we are looking at when and how we 

might get the Castle up and running again when it is appropriate to do so.  

 Thoughts are that the first stage will be grounds only.  We currently 

have a limited offering of picnic benches, cut grass, including spiral and 

installation, fog house, woodland paths and great views.  If you have any 

ideas about how we might enhance the grounds experience, do please let 

us know at info@braemarcastle.co.uk.  The thinking is to staff the 

grounds for set periods.  Safeguards and procedures will be put in place 

to protect visitors and our staff.   We won’t charge entry but will have a 

contactless card payment donation option by the gate.   

 Second phase will be reopening the Castle itself for paying visitors.  

This will be much more challenging and will require considerable thought, 

research and consultation to put protective measures in place to ensure 

everyone’s safety.  We are working with a number of professional associations (particularly the  

Cairngorms Business Partnership and Association of Scottish Visitor Attractions) who are producing  

guidelines and codes.  Our approach will be driven by risk assessment and our contract with our insurers.   

Georgina is currently furloughed but will back in action for one week at the beginning of June to start  

putting plans in place for re-opening, including ordering safety equipment.   

 It is with great regret that we wave a fond farewell to Hanane as she moves on to pastures new from 

August.  Big thank you for all she has contributed to the Castle over the past 5 years and we will miss her 

and wish her all the best with her new career.     

 Our ‘Raising the Standard’ funding application to the National Heritage Lottery Fund will now be  

submitted in September, rather than June, with a revised project start date of September 2021.  The  

Lottery continues to be supportive of our application (no guarantees, of course).  This later start date 

means we will have longer to raise the match funding which will be the priority once we are up and running 

again.  And it means the Castle will now be open Summer 2021 instead of under scaffolding. 

 The grounds will re-open to visitors as soon as people are allowed to travel again.  They are  

however open now for the village.  If you haven’t yet, do dome down and try out the grass labyrinth!    

 

St Margaret’s  Brian Wood 
  

 In common with all entertainment venues,  

St Margaret's is closed for the foreseeable future.  If 

restrictions are lifted we will try to run a few events 

before the end of the calendar year.  We are  

beginning to make plans for a varied and exciting  

programme for 2021. 

 Meantime, we are looking at a number of things 

which will improve the venue both for  

performers and for our audience.  We are working 

more closely with Historic Churches Scotland, who 

own the building, looking at the future preservation of 

this historic Grade A listed building.  A  

conservation plan is in final draft and this will provide background and a 'roadmap' of the way  

forward.  Some temporary work was undertaken in February to repair parts of the stonework and to  

inspect the roof.  It was one of the worst weeks of weather but the contractors braved it with the cherry 

picker allowing access (see photo above). 

 Finally, we would like to record our thanks to Jane and Lindsay.  As a result of the closure and 

consequent lack of any income we have been unable to continue their contracts meantime.  Jane in  

particular has been part of the St Margaret's team for the last three years and has done an amazing job 

in building our arts programme.           
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Braemar Bonanza Craft and  

Flower Show? Marilyn Baker 

 

 Even although we have been under lockdown, 

Braemar, as always, has remained a busy little village. 

Not with tourists of course but with very active and 

creative residents reaching out via the internet to each 

other.  A few weeks ago Annie Armstrong launched a 

weekly ART competition, via the internet, open for all 

ages.  Each week she chooses a theme and a guest 

judge. The programme kicked off with the theme of 

Animals, and since then we’ve had the Earth, Music, 

Collage and Weather.  Annie announces the theme on 

the Braemar Community page on a Friday morning 

and the entries close at 6pm on Saturday.  The entries 

have been amazing, so creative and very artistic.  We 

hope the participants are keeping ALL their entries 

safe for the ‘grand exhibition’ coming up once the 

Lockdown is lifted. 

 All our many crafters, photographers and  

painters have been beavering away in their spare time 

to create some wonderful articles and exhibits.    

People have been posting pictures of their many  

different creations on the Braemar Community  

Facebook page and challenging their friends to do 

likewise.  

 Speaking on behalf of the Rural and the BCAF 

teams, I hope that we can pull together and organise 

an exhibition to end all exhibitions of the amazing work 

that has been going on during the pandemic - it is time 

to resurrect the old Flower and Craft Show in the  

village hall. We know that there’s a great deal of work 

going on in the gardens also, so we should have  

plenty to put on display, when the time is right.  

   Best 

• The peace and quiet - roads that 

you can cycle down in relative 

safety, a village centre                

unhindered by vehicles parking 

everywhere, solitude sufficient to 

really appreciate the bird song 

• Having great neighbours who 

keep us going with chats over the 

fence 

• Working out ways of feeding the 

squirrels without also feeding the 

crows…. (see photo right!) 

• The people in all those essential 

services that have continued to 

cheerfully keep going despite the 

risk to themselves 

   Worst 
• Not seeing the family 

• Face masks!  Not the most comfortable 

items of clothing, especially to spectacle 

users, and a little bit scary…. 

• Lack of marmite…  it will re-appear on 

supermarket shelves one day maybe! 

• Missing the regular fix of … choir, bowl-

ing, dancing, concerts, talks  - and all 

those trips and events that have had to be 

cancelled 

• The selfishness of (thankfully) the minori-

ty with the attitude that ‘stay at home’  

and ‘essential journeys only’ doesn’t    

apply to them  

• The resulting knock-on effect to jobs… 

education…. finances….  

Braemar Royal  

Highland Charity   
David Geddes 
  

 Although there have been a 

few occasions when the Gathering 

has had to be cancelled  it was something over 

which I never expected to preside.  However 

along with a host of other events worldwide  

cancelled it is.  This is a big blow to the society, 

having just built the new visitor centre.  We must 

not dwell on the negatives when we have been 

fortunate in this community to have escaped so 

far the worst effects of this virus. and our 

thoughts are with those less fortunate.  We have 

a wonderful facility in the Duke of Rothesay  

pavilion which, I am sure, will help to bring  

tourists back to Braemar and Deeside when it is 

safe to travel freely . 

 Although the pavilion and the park are 

closed things are happening behind the scenes.  

John and Derek still need to maintain the park 

and are so enthusiastic that they have spilled 

over into the village cutting grass to help keep 

the village tidy.  Lunches are being provided 

weekly for some of the elderly and self isolating 

or shielding cooked in the pavilion.  Our thanks 

to all involved.  The pop up pantry is temporarily 

housed in the old society office offering a food 

share scheme.  

 Now we look forward to the future and the 

Braemar Gathering 4th September 2021 and 

Junior Games 11th July 2021` and a return to 

normality, whatever normal will be!    

Best and Worst of lockdown - a selection of comments gleaned from a wide cross-

section of Braemar folk - which ones do you concur with? 

Photo courtesy of: 

Caroline McIntosh 
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Ciara is a Border Collie from a litter of seven in 

Torphins.  Born December 2019 she is now 22 weeks old 

and going through the equivalent of her teenage years! 

(the wooden skirting boards can testify to that!)   

However, our resident cat, Mala, takes no nonsense and 

curbs Ciara’s excesses with one swipe of a paw!  Ciara 

has renewed my passion for the hills and a very good 

reason to get out into our beautiful countryside again.  
Richard & Marilyn 

Tina was born January 2020.  She is a Cockapoo breed - her mother 

was a Cockapoo and her father was a 'show' Cocker spaniel - so more 

Cocker than Poo!!  She was one of a litter of nine puppies - who really 

chose us at our first meeting rather than the other way round!  We 

named her after her breeder Tina Skinner who lives in Foyers, beside 

Loch Ness.  We last had a puppy 15 years ago and had forgotten what 

hard work they can be at this age - but she's worth it - particularly when 

she's asleep! 

   Pete & Joan 

Cora was born January 2020 and is from a litter of six born to Tarka who 

belongs to the MacKenzie family at Crathie manse.  Her Mum is a Sprocker 

(Springer Spaniel crossed with a Cocker Spaniel) and her Dad is a Cocker 

Spaniel.  We picked her up on the Monday afternoon as Boris announced 

the lockdown on the Monday evening!  Cora has adapted very well to life 

with us and is a friendly wee soul who just follows us around every-

where.  Despite the lockdown restrictions she has managed to meet up with 

most of the dogs in the village and had several puppy play dates with Ciara 

and Tina whilst their owners were socially distancing!  Cora and I are very 

much looking forward to Kim Neilson being able to start up her dog training 

classes again where we will both be able to learn plenty!       

                    Barry & Joanne 

Ghillie is an eight months old Patterdale  

Terrier and the senior member of our new 

puppy Group.  Can be seen as a blur of 

black fur while walking along the River Clunie 

with her owners chasing the odd rabbit. 

Kathleen & John 
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Hope that you have all noticed the new flag 

flying over Kindrochit Castle?  The design 

was created by Braemar Primary school 

children and funding has just recently been 

sourced to translate it into actuality!   

What have all the young folk been doing during  

lockdown?  Enjoying the respite from the early  

morning bus for the older ones I would imagine!  But 

certainly, like all of us, missing the contact with friends 

and extended family.  Some of you may already know 

what pupils of the primary school have been up to as 

they wrote and sent letters out to some of the local 

residents (what a lovely idea).   Others of them have 

shared their thoughts on lockdown with us here:  

Lockdown has been different, strange and fun! 
It’s been fun because I get to spend lots of time 
with my family. We have been playing games,   
going out for walks, cycling, playing in the garden, 
baking and face timing my friends, that has been 
great fun! The things I miss are seeing everyone 
at school, my Grandad, going to the play park and 
going for days out. When things go back to     
normal I will be able to visit my Grandad and my 
family in Elgin, Bury and Wales.  Chloe Guy, P3 

We do have a days when we have more ‘likes ‘and 
we do have days when there is more not likes. 
What makes us enjoy the days is more time for 
cycling and time spent with daddy and ‘reads now 
more for us’. But time passes also very slowly 
without our friends and it is not as easy to play a 
Tick game on your own. ‘Home’ schooling is a bit 
boring comparing to ‘real’ school."  David, P2 

Lockdown has been fun but also sad. I have 
missed going to school and seeing all my friends. 
I had my birthday in lockdown but was cheered 
up by all the messages and calls I received. I 
have been enjoying lots of walks with my family 

and have planted some seeds.  Kayleigh, P2 

 
My lock down has not been so bad because i have 
lots of open space around me. A typical week day 
would start with home school at 9 am to 12 o 
clock lunch time . After lunch i go outside to play 
sometimes go cycling. After playing outside i help 
my dad with chores if the weathers nice i would 
play outside with my little brother Andrew. I'm 
aloud to watch TV from 4pm to dinner time. Be-
fore bed i play board games with my dad. i miss 
meeting my friends and going out more often, but 
i know its really important that we do it.          
Abigail, P6 

 I've been enjoying lockdown because it means I 
can spend more time with my family and do things 
I couldn't do if it was a normal school day. But 
I'm I am also sad because I can't go and see my 
other family and friends or go on any holidays. 
The best way to get over it is by thinking it'll be 
over soon and looking at the good things about 
lockdown, like riding your bike and getting more 
exercise and playing with your pets.  Robin, P4 

The best bits in my house is that I get to see my 
parents more and yes, my little brother too. the 
worst bits in lockdown is that you can’t go to 
school and see everyone, we go on call instead.  
Alexis, P4 

The best bits of being in lockdown are it’s making 
me feel safe. The worst part is that I get really 
bored and when it’s a nice day I can’t go out with 
my friends. The other good thing is that I get to 
spend more of my time with my little brother and 
help my mum out.  Lewis, P5 

I have been in lockdown for weeks now. Had my 
ups and downs- like I heard I’m not going to Loch 
Insh no more because of Corona but the good 
thing is I get to see my dogs every day and every 
hour, and see my dad and mum more. So lockdown 
is not so bad and I get to do what I love, like sing 
and draw- so fun! So remember, we are all going 
through the same thing.  Diamond P7 

The best bits about lockdown is that I can relax, 
have more time to do my work, speak to my 
friends and family and ask how they are doing. 
The bad bits are that we can’t go close to other 
people, visit friends and family and go to places 
like the park, the Bothy, the ice cream shop and 
other places. I am looking forward to seeing my 
friends, family and going back to school. Brian, P7 

My Experience of Lockdown... 
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Essential information 

Online… 
 

Lockdown hasn’t prevented a lot of 

village groups from meeting - it just 

has to happen ‘virtually’ via the in-

ternet!   Book clubs, ukulele, com-

mittee meetings, church services…. 
 

Braemar Community Council is 

meeting in this way via ‘Zoom’ so if 

you have issues that you would like 

raised with them, you can continue 

to get in touch via email:  

braemarccsecretary@outlook.com 
 

If your concerns involve the police,  

for situations that do not need an 

immediate response the number to 

call is 101 (emergencies are of 

course 999). 
 

For Coronovirus support in our area 

visit Grampian Coronvirus  

Assistance Hub (GCAH): 

www.GCAH.org.uk  

or 0808 196 3384 (8am—8pm 

daily) 

Village Bin Collections 
Tuesdays 

 
 

Wheelie Bin (3 weekly) 

 

June 9th, 30th 

July 21st 

Aug 11th 

 

Recycling 
 

June 2nd, 16th,23rd 

July 7th, 14th, 28th 

Aug 4th,18th, 25th 

 

 

Note:  Food waste caddy is emptied 

every week 

Household Recycling  

Centres 
 

The good news…s  

 Most recycling centres (including the 

Crow’s Nest at Banchory) will re-open from 

1st June 2020 

 

The bad news… 

 You can’t just turn up with waste, you need to book a time 

slot to visit a recycling centre (in order to maintain physical  

distancing, to reduce waiting times and to avoid build-up of traffic 

on the neighbouring roads.)  The materials will be limited to 

bagged non-recyclable waste, electrical items and bagged garden 

waste (bags to be emptied into skips).  No vans or trailers - cars 

only.  Only visit if absolutely essential i.e. to dispose of waste that 

cannot be safely stored at home.  The booking system is likely to 

be in place as long as physical distancing measures are required. 

For a booking form visit Aberdeenshire Council’s waste and  

recycling services’ online. 

 ALSO … Ballater Saturday collection at Church Square is 

suspended until further notice.  Textile banks are not being  

emptied so folk are asked please not to leave bags of textiles in 

front of the banks.  There will be reduced street cleansing  

including street sweeping and litter bin emptying - so litter and 

dog waste should be taken home with you wherever possible. 

 
Braemar Care have been keeping 

busy throughout the lockdown.  As 

soon as the lockdown was  

announced we dropped a leaflet 

through every door in the village 

offering help with shopping,  

prescription delivery and any other 

services people might need if they were self-isolating.   

 Also, within a few days of the lockdown announcement 

Karen Bruce from The Bothy offered a weekly donation of  

delicious home bakes.  These were distributed to elderly and 

self-isolating residents in the village and were very gratefully 

received.  We have also been co-ordinating our volunteers to 

help with residents shopping and also delivering weekly lunches  

provided by The Charitable Trust at a highly discounted rate and 

cooked from the Highland Pavillion by professional chef Sandra 

Bain.   

 We have received many offers of help from local residents 
and businesses and we are so extremely grateful.  From hand 
sanitizer, to home sewn face masks and wonderful home bakes, 
we really appreciate it all.  We shall keep working and can offer 
help indefinitely.  So if you feel you could use our services or 
would like to offer your help in any way please get in touch with 
Susie Farquharson, email: susie@braemarcare.com or  

 07936362724.  Stay Safe. 

Please send news/articles for the 

Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
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