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Braemar becomes a ‘smart’ 

village! 

 Our community now has a new website 

www.braemarcommunity.com  - created  

under the Smart Village project with support 

from the Cairngorm Park Authority and 

designed by GrowBiz.  The new website is 

intended to complement the tourism group 

site www.braemarscotland.co.uk (which is 

also undergoing a ‘facelift’) with one site  

being community focussed, the other more 

visitor focussed.  So if you are after  

information on local news, groups, services;  

wanting to place a post about work  

opportunities;  would like to share a story or 

photo;  then www.braemarcommunity.com  is 

the website to visit.   Have a look and see 

what useful stuff is there! 

 Those of you familiar with social media 

will be aware that there are currently two  

active community facebook pages -  Braemar 

Community (the original facebook page) and 

Welcome to Braemar (the newer one).  The 

new page is being kept up to date by active 

moderators drawn from Braemar  

Community Council, Braemar Tourism Group 

and Braemar Community Ltd. who would all 

like to encourage the community to use this 

page in preference to the old (un-moderated) 

site.   

 And yet another new website that you 

may like to check out is for Braemar  

Community Ltd : 

www.braemarcommunitylimited.co.uk 

where BCL projects, current and under  

development, are described.  Worth a 

browse!  And not to be left out - St Margaret’s 

has updated its website too:  

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 

 Finally, another new online resource to 

be aware of is the Community-Owned Assets 

map on the Cairngorms National Park  

website www.cairngorms.co.uk   You may not 

be surprised to find that Braemar scores  

pretty highly on its number of assets! 

Happy 3rd birthday to 

Braemar Care! 

 

  

This month celebrates 3 years of the 

local care and volunteer support that 

is ’Braemar Care’ and, fantastic 

news, the Scottish Government has  

awarded a further grant - meaning 

that operations can be extended for several more years. 

 The trustees of Braemar Care would like to thank 

Susie (Care Co-ordinator),  Stroma (training  

coordinator), Carers and Volunteers who have provided 

so much local support, particularly through the  

pandemic. 

 Braemar Care is looking to train even more paid 

Carers and would be keen to hear from you even if you 

can only spare a couple of hours a week.   Training  

involves some online learning and some time in the 

classroom.   

 The Volunteer service provides home-help and 

driving to medical appointments.  If you would like to be 

involved on a Volunteer basis, call Braemar Care.   

 Of course if you need some support along these 

lines yourself - then do get in touch  Susie on 0793 

6362724.  Braemar Care holds a regular drop-in clinic 

every Friday between 10am &12pm in the GP surgery. 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Colin Hunter 

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Richard Baker  

013397 41225.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard can be 

viewed (in full colour!) online on our website:  

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk   Copies are delivered 

free of charge within the locality of Braemar.  Extra 

copies can be obtained from the garage, the art  

gallery and the newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard 

is funded by advertising and donations - donation 

tins are at all these outlets for any very welcome 

contribution towards costs.  
 

Deadline for the next (mid-Sept) edition:   

August 28
th 

 2021 

Community Update (cont.) 

Marr area Partnership initiative grant 

scheme deadline for this round is June 14th.  

Matched funding for a community project of up to 

£750.  Contact Emma 07585 621549 or email 

emma@marrareapartnership.org.uk 

 

Linn of Dee traffic management access will 

be restricted when car parks become full between 

April and October.  Residents, landowners, walkers 

and cyclists will still be permitted entry.  The CNPA 

have made extra funding available for staff  

resources to help manage this. 

 

River Dee Radio was launched in 

October 2016 with a team of volunteer 

presenters broadcasting on the internet 

from a small studio in the Banchory 

British Legion.  A new weekly  

programme appeared in May called ‘Community 

Matters’ featuring chats with local businesses, 

event organisers and organisations up and down 

Deeside.  Every month there will be a programme 

spot-lighting Braemar.  To tune in visit   

https://riverdeeradiorocks.wordpress.com/ and if 

you want to get in touch with news, views, music 

requests etc. Email riverdeeradio@gmail.com  

 

St Andrew’s RC Church  The next Saturday 

Vigil Mass is at 6pm on Saturday 19th 

June and then every two weeks  

thereafter.   Seats must be booked to 

adhere to the 2 metre rule and masks 

must be worn throughout and hand 

sanitiser used.  To book 07708 

001798  For the times of all church services up and 

down Deeside, look on the notice board outside  

St Andrew’s church. 
 

St Andrew’s - village BBQ  A celebration,  

intended for all village residents, is provisionally 

planned for August.  Dependent of course on  

relaxation of Covid regulations - so watch this 

space! 
 

Local weather… for a dedicated amateur’s take 

on what the weather has in store locally, check out 

Braemar and Ballater Scotland MET page on  

Facebook.   

Community Update:  

The Community Hydro Scheme has been 

performing well and the latest round of community 

funding has recently concluded.  The Community 

Fund was granted £20,000 by members at the last 

AGM.  The fund was heavily over-subscribed. The 

Community Funding Panel has made 5 awards  

contributing toward the following projects: 

 

• St Margaret’s Trust; mobile staging 

• Braemar School Parent Council; outdoor 

classroom 

• Braemar Pantry; planning costs to develop the 

former Braemar Royal Highland Society office 

into a new multi-use community space  

• Castleton Community Centre Association; new 

start-up of archery group 

• Braemar Creative Arts Festival; programme 

development 
 

Noticeboards outside Braemar Mews If you 

have a poster to contribute to ‘Places to Eat,’ 

‘Places to Stay’ or ‘Events’ (portrait format), please 

hand to John Torrance at Gordon’s Tea Rooms.  

Village Bin Collections 

(Tuesdays) 
 

General waste - grey  bin + food caddy: 

June 22nd ; July 13th ; August 3rd, 24th 
 

All other weeks:  Blue lidded recycling bin + food 

caddy. 

https://riverdeeradiorocks.wordpress.com/
mailto:riverdeeradio@gmail.com
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Regeneration - a great read!    Liz Robertson 

 

 If you haven’t yet seen ‘Regeneration’ by Andrew Painting, then 

can I recommend that you buy yourself a copy.  Andrew is working with 

the ranger team at Mar Lodge and for a flavour of what that job involves - 

read the book!   Living locally you will recognise many of the people and 

the places mentioned and get an understanding of the big issues and 

problems currently facing our ’wild’ places.  Extremely readable, and 

cleverly written around a selection of key plants and animals - from red 

deer, Atlantic salmon to curlews and downy willow - consider this a ‘must 

have book’!  And in the words of the author himself:   

 I moved up to Braemar in 2016, and was warmly welcomed by the 

local community.  In the time I’ve been here, working as the seasonal 

ecologist at Mar Lodge, I’ve been privileged to monitor the remarkable 

changes underway in the woods and mountains at Mar Lodge, and seen 

the care with which the keepers are working the Geldie and Dalvorar 

beats.  By 2018, I realised that I was sitting on a remarkable ecological 

story, which is of national importance, so I started writing a book about it. 

Two and a half years later, it is being published!  This book was written in a private capacity, but I 

could not have done it without help from the Mar Lodge estate team, in particular David and Shaila.  My 

views are usually pretty closely aligned with the Trust’s – I wouldn’t have been working for them otherwise 

– but the book should be taken as my own views and not those of the Trust. 

The book discusses the efforts to restore the fortunes of the Caledonian pinewoods, the results of 

which are evident for anyone taking a walk up Glen Quoich or Glen Lui, and the complexities of woodland 

management.  There are also chapters on moorland management, and the vital role of gamekeepers and 

deer stalkers in upland management and wader conservation.  There are chapters on sustainable visitor 

management, responsible access, and the importance of footpaths.  The book references the work of  

local volunteers and organisations including the East Cairngorms Moorland Partnership, the River Dee 

Trust, the Cairngorms National Park Authority, the RSPB, British Trust for Ornithology, the local raptor 

study group, the Mountain Bothies Association, and of the course the whole team at Mar Lodge. 

The book is a celebration of place and community, and I hope that people reading it will be       

encouraged to visit Braemar to see what a remarkable place it is.  But I also wrote the book at least in 

part so that people involved in upland management across Scotland could learn from the Mar Lodge    

experience – both the successes and also the difficult periods.  Land management in the uplands can be 

a controversial subject, and of course Mar Lodge is far from being immune to this controversy.  But the 

message I really wanted to convey in the book is the power of people coming together, sometimes with 

different opinions and backgrounds, and working together in common cause to protect the environment.  

There are examples of this across Braemar.  The return of breeding white-tailed eagles to Mar  

Estate is a fine example of the leading role sporting estates can take in bird of prey conservation.  The 

remarkable reforesting efforts at Invercauld have won national awards, while Balmoral Estate is providing 

a lifeline for Deeside’s capercaillies.  The community woodland and hydro schemes are great examples of 

the local community doing great things that benefit of all of us.  Going forward into an uncertain future, the 

world has a lot to learn from Braemar! 

It has been a privilege to live and work in a community as accommodating at Braemar, and I hope 

that the book expresses the unique qualities of the place adequately.  Last year was a difficult one for the 

Trust, as it was for everyone, and I know that the Trust  team are grateful to live in a place with such a 

strong sense of community spirit.  If you want to talk to me about the book, then do get in touch.  You can 

find me at Mar Lodge. 

 

Another recommended read.. Tim Spector (of the Covid symptom Study app for those of 

you who have been logging your Covid status covid.joinzoe.com) has written a illuminating book  

‘Spoon-Fed - why almost everything we’ve been told about food is wrong.’  If you’re concerned about salt 

levels, saturated fats, veganism, coffee consumption, glucose levels, calorie counting, saving the planet... 

etc., read this book.   It doesn’t tell you what to eat but it offers sensible generic advice that applies to 

everyone.  A hugely enjoyable and critical look at common food myths.  
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 07876 475269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 

 Listening to the church bell tolling on a  

Sunday morning has never felt so welcome, life is 

beginning to return to a semblance of normality  

after many, many months of not being able to see 

family, friends or even work colleagues. It feels  

rather like we are coming out of hibernation.   

Meetings continued, if not as normal, certainly  

on-line and many of us are pretty ‘zoomed’ out.  

But I think we have all learned there is an  

alternative way to work, a greener way.  I am  

hoping as people start going back to work both the 

council and the national park will find ways of  

ensuring driving long distances to meetings is no 

longer expected.  But there is a balance to be 

struck between face-to-face and on-line and there 

is value in both.    

 Huge thanks have to go to Dr Cruickshank 

and Dr Glass for agreeing to take on all the  

vaccinating so that no one has had to travel to  

Banchory.  I understand uptake is extremely high 

so hopefully we really are starting to see a way out 

of this pandemic, although of course it isn’t over 

yet.  We still need to be very cautious. 

 I am very aware that potholes still loom large 

here and that the grit hasn’t been swept as it would 

normally have been by this time of year.   

Unfortunately many of the council’s staff were  

either shielding, deployed to cover other jobs or 

were ill themselves, and work has got behind.  We 

have to be patient – everything possible is being 

done to catch up I am told... 

 Work around Medical Response in Braemar – 

what’s missing and how can we help fill the gap – 

continues in consultation with Dr Cruickshank, the 

Fire & Rescue First Responders, our CasCare 

team (Mountain Rescue) and of course our cardiac 

responders.  We have found a potential model and 

are getting closer to discussing with the SAS how 

we can make it happen.  There may well be  

political steps to take and our MSP, Alexander  

Burnett is being very supportive of the work we are 

doing and will help if help is needed. 

  At the CNPA work continues on the 

next Partnership Plan – the plan is the overarching 

management plan for the Cairngorms National Park 

and sets out how all those with a responsibility for 

the Park will coordinate their work to tackle the 

most important issues over the next five years.  

Outdoor recreation is very important for both our 

physical and mental health but people should  

ensure they are following the most recent Scottish 

Government advice always follow the Scottish 

Outdoor Access Code, especially in relation to 

dogs, fires and litter.  We have been working 

closely with community and business groups over 

the last 14 months to ensure we are supporting 

those sectors that need it the most.  Our economy 

is heavily reliant on the tourism industry and the 

Cairngorms Tourism Emergency Response Group 

(of which I am a part) has been providing  

consistent and comprehensive analysis of the  

implications of Covid-19 for tourism, coordinating 

communications with the tourism industry and  

ensuring close working between key agencies and 

the private sector. 

 As always, I am here to help – be that  

directly with the council, the CNPA or as a  

signpost to who best to speak to.   Do get in 

touch. 

Community  
Housing  
Simon Blackett 

  
 Braemar’s amazing 

community-led affordable 

housing project has been 

moving forward, with a number of milestones  

being reached over the last three months.  

 First off, you – the community of Braemar – 

now own the land for the housing and the new 

access road.  You also own Tomrichton Wood, 

beside the housing site.  

 The next big step has been the submission 

of the planning application.  You can view this on 

Aberdeenshire Council’s planning website using 

reference number APP/2021/1044.   Public  

commenting closed on 6th June 2021.  It has 

been called in by the National Park, which means 

that they, not Aberdeenshire Council will be  

responsible for deciding if it meets policy and can 

go ahead.  We await comments from the  

Aberdeenshire Council Roads and Waste  

Management sections.   

 When complete, the 15 homes will all be 

exceedingly well insulated and for rent.  None of 

them can ever be used as second homes and 

the intention is to make sure they remain  

available for affordable rent in perpetuity.  With 

one in four of every house in Braemar being a 

holiday home or second home, this is really  
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Tomrichton Wood 
Simon Blackett 

 

 The wood was purchased by Braemar  

Community ltd (BCL) on behalf of the village on 

31st March with a grant awarded by the Scottish 

Land Fund.  Works were then carried out by BCL 

using funds from the Cairngorms Green Recovery 

Fund which included bird and bat boxes, fencing, 

picnic tables made by Tom Addy of Tor  

Construction, a nature trail designed by Sarah 

Hubbard and surveys of the trees and squirrel 

dreys.  Help was gratefully received from off duty 

Fife Arms staff in erecting the nature trail posts.  It 

is planned to plant some new native trees next 

winter, possibly using the Queens Green Canopy 

Plant a Tree for the Jubilee scheme.   

 There is also a ‘Community Wood’ in the 

rough ground behind the Petrol Station on the west 

bank of the Clunie.  This currently belongs to  

Aberdeenshire Council, but it is hoped might be 

transferred to the village under a Community Asset 

Transfer. 

Community Housing (cont.) 

 

important to make sure there is enough housing for 

those who permanently live and work in the village, 

to support the local economy and the primary 

school roll. 

         We are however still currently seeking  

funding to allow the architects and engineers  

working on the project to develop detailed drawings 

and specifications over the next few months, so 

that we can invite tenders for the construction. 

 All being well, assuming we can raise the 

money to complete the development stage, we 

hope to start work on site at the end of this year.  

As is often the case, nothing is definite.  But that is 

our plan! 

One of the new 

picnic tables in 

Tomrichton 

Wood.  New 

nature trail 

signage is also 

in place.   

Gardening Column… 
 

Lawn care… 

 

 We are all being encouraged 

to be a …little less tidy in the garden!  especially in 

relation to lawn cutting.  The wild plant conservation 

charity ‘Plantlife’ www.plantlife.org.uk for the third 

year has been co-ordinating ‘no mow May’ (and 

Braemar being where it is, we should maybe  

interpret this as ‘no mow June!’)  - the reason being 

to promote growth of wild flowers.  Plantlife  

estimate that to support one honey bee for one day 

it requires the nectar from 5 daisies, 2 dandelions 

and 6 buttercups.  Both our pollinators (such as the 

honey bee) and our wildflowers are currently in 

sharp decline.   Why do we all have this obsession 

for green stripy ‘weed free’ lawns with smart 

strimmed edges?  What we should be doing is to 

allow some long grass areas in the garden, laying 

off the herbicides and fertilizers (both of which  

detrimentally affect wild flower growth) and cutting 

the lawn less often.  So this summer, let’s all think 

twice before powering up the lawn mower - better 

all round to sit back in the deck chair with a cool 

drink and take a pride in those beautiful  

buttercups!!  Visit the Plantlife website for lots more 

information on ‘how to mow your lawn’ and  

identifying and encouraging 

wildflowers.  
 

Blooming Braemar 

 Braemar is going to be 
looking ‘Blooming Brilliant’ 
very soon thanks to the  
initiative of 3 people with support from 47 others.  I 
am talking about the wonderful floral displays that 
are appearing all round the village and which will 
continue keeping Braemar in Bloom throughout the 
summer months and into next year.  Neil Bain,  
Sarah Hubbard, and Ros Evans are the leaders of 
the Blooming Braemar project.  By starting a 
Crowdfunder page, hoping to raise a few pounds to 
buy plants and some new tubs, they raised £1580, 
thanks to the 47 donors who supported them.  And 
we just heard this week that Aberdeenshire Council 
is also sending us plants this year.  Well done to 
the Blooming Braemar team for all their efforts.  
 

Photography Competition 

Open to all readers….Take a photo 

of  flowers in and around Braemar - 

in the village tubs, your own garden, 

on one of the walks around the  

village. Submit (as a jpeg file please) to 

info@braemarbuzzard by August 31st.  The best 

of the entries will be published in the mid-

September edition of the Buzzard.  

http://www.plantlife.org.uk
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Braemar Folk - Michel & Magali 
by Fiona Hunter 

 

 Michel and Magali Brat arrived in Braemar from their home 

in Normandy for a visit in 1982.  The temperature was -27̊C, the 

village was full of deer, and they were smitten.  From then on, 

they came back to Scotland every year with one thing in mind:  

one day, we will live in Scotland.   

 Their mutual interest in Scotland had developed long  

before.  As a child, Michel had loved to hear his French  

grandfather speak about serving with Scots forces during the  

battle of the Somme.  His grandfather’s admiration of the Scots’ 

“esprit de corps” led Michel to an enduring interest in Scottish 

history.  At school, Magali had read about Mary, Queen of Scots 

and become entranced with Scottish history and the way of life 

during that period.   

 They met in 1967.  They lived near Cherbourg; Magali was 

a schoolgirl of 15 and Michel 16.  Michel was an apprentice  

painter and decorator, cutting a dashing figure on his motorbike.    

In 1970, Michel signed up for three years in the French Army based in Saumur.  They married in  

December, 1970 and lived in Montsoreau on the Loire.  Three years later, they moved to Normandy and 

spent the next 15 years working together as painter decorators, spending much of their spare time  

studying mediaeval history. 

 By now, they had bought two traditional longbows and, seeing an advert for a re-enactment of the 

Battle of Agincourt (1415), decided to go along despite their lack of costumes.  They were surprised on 

their arrival to note that other participants sported modern longbows and on their return to Normandy  

decided to start making period costumes and weapons.  Their hobby became their job - they moved to 

Brittany in 1994 to build their own shop in a ruined house, Michel making weapons and Magali designing 

costumes. 

 For nearly 15 years, they ran their historic weapons and  

costumes business together.  Initially, Magali had to design  

costumes by using wedding dress patterns as a basis, because no 

patterns for mediaeval dresses were available.  Michel also  

developed his metalwork skills himself, forming an understanding of 

the properties of different metals for making sword blades.  He  

decided to coldhammer stainless steel for armour and helmets.  He 

also used stainless steel for chain mail as it was less liable to rust 

and his weapons, armour and chain mail were used in  

re-enactments and exhibitions.  In re-enactment battles, soldiers 

using his swords usually shattered the blades of their opponents! 

 In October, 2005 when looking for a book about Scottish  

pistols in the Ballater Bookshop, they spotted a newly-posted advert 

in the next-door estate agency for what was to become their home.  

When Michel retired in early 2007, they sold their business in  

Brittany and moved to Braemar.  Michel was immediately involved 

in helping to build a dry stane dyke at the Castle! 

 Since their arrival, they have become an integral and  
important part of the cultural life of Braemar.  As well as taking part 
in local re-enactments and giving talks, Michel continues to craft 
Scottish weapons.  Magali’s photographic talents are frequently on 
view locally; she edits, prints and frames her own work and is happy 
to be contacted with requests for copies.  To be able to live in a 
Scottish glen was their dream and became their lives. 

Look out for  Jacobites and Upper Deeside –the new history booklet being produced by the Braemar 

Local History Group (see back page for more details). 
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Ena’s Bench and Jimmy's Cup   
by Alasdair Gill 
  

 Two years ago, the Morrone Birkwood Nature Reserve 

gained a new feature.  A simple oak bench on the upper track of 

the circular trail: a place to look at the view, contemplate the  

wider world or just rest weary legs.  But this bench is more than 

that.  It's also a place of remembrance.  One of the legs carries a 

plaque -  it reads: ‘In memory of Ena Gill (1925-2012) of  

Glenisla and Braemar, who loved these hills.’   Ena spent 30 

happy years in Braemar, living on Chapel Brae with her husband  

Jimmy, until their deaths in 2012.  She would walk the Morrone 

circular route often, looking out at the same hills that  

surround her bench.  

 Jimmy is remembered too, across the village at one of his favourite 

places: Braemar Golf Club.  He was a regular sight on the greens and  

fairways of the course, even into his eighties.  Now there is a trophy with his 

name on it: The Jimmy Gill Cup.  It will be awarded to the most improved 

golfer of the season and its first recipient was Oliver Till (see photo left).   

Oliver was the club’s most improved player of 2019 and is now a  

professional golf student in Inverness. 

 2019 was also the year three generations of Gills and their families 

installed Ena's seat, which now serves as her memorial.  It’s a spot that will 

be visited often by the family long into the future.  But it's also a bench: four 

bits of timber screwed carefully together and placed among the heather.  It's 

there for sitting on, for thinking and for admiring those wonderful views that 

Ena loved so much.   
 
With thanks to Mar Estate for granting permission for the siting of the bench and to 

Will Hall of Kincardine O'Neil for its construction. 

Braemar Pop Up Pantry Carole Paterson 

 The Pantry has been operating successfully now for a few years and is much used in the community. 

A huge thank you to the volunteers who keep it running.  The Pantry operates from the old Highland  

Society on Hillside Road and opening times are posted on the Braemar Community Facebook pages.   

Everybody is welcome. 

 There is a huge amount of food waste in the food chain and pantries like this help the surplus be 

used, rather that go into landfill, and also helps us on low budgets.  We are supplied through Cfine a food 

charity distributer in Aberdeen, tasked to get the food out into Aberdeenshire.  The charity also has a  

number of volunteers who work there, worth a look up to see what they do www.cfine.org 

 Many of you will be aware of exciting plans afoot to develop the space used by the Pantry into a new 

multi-use Community space.   This is still very much ‘work in progress’ but the vision is that in addition to 

the Pantry,  the renovated building 

will contain a working kitchen and a  

library with IT facilities.  The  

intention is to create an alcohol-free 

space that can be used by groups 

operating across the region that are 

considering launching initiatives in 

Braemar.  The space will also act as 

a meeting and community space for 

all members of Braemar’s diverse 

and growing community - hopefully  

along the lines of the plan pictured 

left.  
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Braemar Tourism Group (BTG)   Marilyn Baker & Sarah Hubbard 

   

 Although tourism may have been slow over the last quarter, the committee of Braemar Tourism 

Group have been hard at work planning, meeting, and developing various projects to make Braemar a 

number one destination for our visitors.  Work on the smart new Visitor Cabin continues and any day now 

the specially designed panels showing various aspects of the area will be delivered and displayed inside. 

There will also be leaflets relating to upcoming events, where to shop and where to eat.  Please drop your 

initial supply of leaflets off with Sarah at Cranford; these will be displayed in the racks but please keep an 

eye on your stock and top up as required thereafter.  

 There was a successful and well supported community litter pick recently using equipment  

borrowed from the council.  We have now received funds of £500 from the Cairngorms Green Recovery 

Fund with which we will buy our own litter picking equipment, to be stored in the community garden. 

Watch out for the announcement of another litter pick one day soon.  Please get involved if you can - 

many hands make light work! 

 Braemar Outdoor Group (BOG), whose main aim is to maintain and enhance outdoor activities and 

access in the vicinity of Braemar was set up in 2015.  This year BTG will join forces with BOG to take a 

new look at the path network in the area.  If you are a walker and come across an area which needs  

attention, please let us know and if you are interested in taking an active role in this project, volunteers 

are always welcome, email  sarahhubbard21@gmail.com 

 Ballater Business Association and Braemar Tourism Group are collaborating on an exciting project 

to promote Upper Deeside as a year-round destination.  The plan is to create an online map which will 

highlight different aspects of the area at the click of a button.  If you are a nature lover for example you 

will click on the Wildlife and Nature Trail, and all the relevant information you need, will be lit up so that 

you can follow the trail.  Other trails include History and Heritage, Food and Drink, Art and Culture,  

Adventure and Activities; in other words, something for everybody.  It is hoped that having such easy  

access to different trails will encourage visitors to spend more time and discover more hidden treasures in 

our wonderful area. 

 The reprint of the village map is in its final stages.  Every member of the Tourism Group will have 

their details included.  If you are a business owner in Braemar, who hasn’t yet joined the group please 

contact the Chairperson, Sarah Hubbard (email above) if you’d like membership.   Hoping for a great 

2021 summer!  

World Record Attempt - Braemar Castle  
 

 Stepping in Time together Braemar Castle is playing host to a World 

Record Attempt on Saturday 24th July.  They are rising to the challenge, 

in the face of continuing Covid restrictions, to dance the World’s largest 

Scottish Country Dance by attempting the Military Two Step over Zoom.  

No matter where you are in the world you will be able to take part in this 

momentous challenge.  Ideally the challenge needs 1,500 + participants (that’s only 750 couples).  Not 

only will this be a fun and all-inclusive challenge, but it will also be raising funds for the restoration of 

Braemar Castle – each participant is being 

asked to make a £5 donation to help step up 

the fundraising effort to reach the final target of 

£1.6M. 

 Not sure how to dance the Military Two 

Step?  Fear not, as we are going to have  

pre-challenge dance lessons for you and if you 

enjoy that enough then why not join us for 

some more Scottish country dancing  

afterwards?  Throughout the day there will also 

be entertainment uploaded onto our new fund-

raising website www.raisingthestandard.org.uk 

 Other events going on over the summer at Braemar Castle include a ‘Highlands Craft & Food Fair’ 

31 July/1 August and a Braemar Castle Scramble Golf Tournament 20 August  - as well as a packed 

programme  of virtual events  - for booking/information follow the same website link. 

mailto:sarahhubbard21@gmail.com
http://www.raising


Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 61  June  2021

10 

Invercauld Estate  Angus McNicol 

Mature Trees - Well Worth the Wait!  
 

 Braemar is blessed with many woodlands in its hinter-

lands.  Some of these are the remnants of ancient woodlands 

created by nature several millennia ago and some have been 

encouraged to establish themselves more recently.  Most of the 

conifers seen in the immediate environs of Braemar however 

were planted - for the production of timber, to benefit the  

landscape or to help biodiversity- and often for a combination of 

all three reasons. 

 On Invercauld Estate, the driving force behind the  

planting of a significant proportion of the six million estimated 

trees we look after today (I should add that we have not  

counted them all!) was timber production.  Wood is arguably 

the number one renewable product and is particularly important 

these days due to its ability to sequester carbon from the  

atmosphere.  However, whilst the area of woodland in the UK 

has increased significantly over the past century, we still import 

around 80% of the wood we use.  Homegrown timber is  

therefore of critical importance to reduce the economic and  

environmental costs of importation.  Upper Deeside is not a 

particularly easy place to grow trees however.  We have plenty 

of rabbits, hares and deer which can all damage young trees 

as can voles and pine weevils.  Also, our relatively high  

altitude, poor soils and exposed landscapes mean that trees 

here generally grow much more slowly than say nearer the 

coast.  

 The vast majority of the trees grown on Invercauld to produce timber are Scots pine (Pinus  

sylvestris), the species with which upper Deeside is synonymous.  Trees are generally harvested when the 

average annual incremental growth rate of the tree reaches its maximum.  For Scots pine in this area this 

tends to be when the tree is around 110 years old (depending on site specific growing conditions);  

however, on the Moray coast, the same tree might reach this point in its life after maybe only 70 years.  

This slow growth rate does however have a distinct advantage - the tight grain that results makes for  

timber of a very high quality.  As an example, we felled an area of around 10 hectares (approximately 25 

acres) of Scots pine in 2018/19 to the north of Invercauld House (woodland areas are generally divided into 

compartments and we call this one compartment 313). This tim-

ber went off for use in the building industry and products such as 

railway sleepers so much of it may be around for many decades, 

and possibly even centuries, to come.  The trees in compartment 

313 were planted in 1915, during the First World War.  This was 

the beginning of a boom period for planting trees in Scotland as 

the amount of wood needed for the war effort exposed a serious 

lack of timber growing on home soil.  The resulting push to plant 

more trees led to the  

establishment of the Forestry Commission in 1919. 

 Having felled a woodland, the next stage is to replant it. 

We usually wait a few years before doing this to ensure there is 

no threat to the young trees from pine weevils.  Surveys of wee-

vil activity are undertaken during the intervening period and 

when these show activity is low we replant.  This spring we  

planted around 30,000 Scots pine seedlings in compartment 

313, the seed coming from local mature trees.  And so the whole cycle begins again.  In another 100-110 

years’ time, the young saplings planted this spring will be ready for harvesting. You don’t want to be in a 

hurry if you are growing timber around Braemar - but the environmental benefits, and the high quality, envi-

A harvester machine felling, snedding and 

sectioning  Scots Pine in compartment 313.  

Photo:  Ian Hill 

Young Scots pine seedling planted in  

compartment 313 Spring 2021. 

Photo: Angus McNichol  
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Braemar Primary School  - what 

we have been studying… 

Rights We have been learning about children’s 

rights and how you have the right to play, relax 

and lots of other things.  At our last assembly, we 

listened to a song about rights. Rights are  

important because if you didn’t have rights, it 

wouldn’t be a nice planet.  People wouldn’t be nice 

to each other and that’s not nice to see at all.  

Here are some of the rights that we have learnt. 

You have the right to rest, be sheltered, eat good 

food, be loved and much more.  I like learning 

about rights because it’s important and then  

people will treat each other nicely.  So, see if you 

can make a difference for yourself and others 

around you.     By Maya, P5 
 

WW2  We have been learning about WW2 in 

Braemar primary school.  It has been lots of fun. 

We learnt all about the blitz and black outs and all 

the famous people such as the Tommy  

McPherson known as the kilted killer. And we 

learnt about Anne Frank.   By Cassie, P6 

 

The Big Litter Pick  On Monday the 17th of 

May Braemar School went on a litter pick at the 

games park. The most litter was in the bushes at 

the highest point of the games park. To pick up the 

litter we used litter pickers and carried it in black 

bags.     David (P3) 

 

P4-7 carried the litter pickers.  Ivy and Cassie 

helped me and surprisingly we found a sock! 

P1-3 went in a line, and we partnered up and my 

partner was Harris.    Ella (P2) 
 

Braemar Primary  

Outdoor Classroom 

We did it!    
 

 On behalf of Braemar 

Parent Council, thank you so 

much to all our supporters!   

We reached our  

fundraising target for the outdoor shelter for  

Braemar Primary School.  The order has been 

placed and we will hopefully have it in place to use 

by or in the summer holidays.  Any funds left once 

it's built will go to a sunshade/rain shelter for nursery 

and for benches to go with these. 

 Our school, the teachers, staff, helpers and 
the children have been amazing through this tough 
time and it will be wonderful to see them use this 
new sheltered space to learn and play.   
 Thank you again to everyone who shared and 
donated!  

Chloe MacIntyre 

St Margaret’s 

Trust 
Brian Wood 

 

 It’s great to have 

St Margaret’s open 

again and with the poor 

weather recently a lot of 

visitors to the village 

have been looking for 

something they can do 

indoors and have come 

in to see the History of 

Braemar exhibition. 

On 7 June we are  

having a 19th century chamber organ installed in the 

building.  The pipe organ which has been on the 

minstrel’s gallery in Athelhampton Hall in Dorset for 

a number of years is being lent to us by its owner Dr 

Albert Bil.  The intention is to hold organ recitals in 

St Margaret’s and to have accomplished organists 

come along to play it.  We also hope to provide  

opportunities for youngsters to learn to play the  

organ. 

 We are currently developing our association 

with Hauser and Wirth Galleries and a number of 

high profile and very exciting exhibitions are being 

planned for St Margaret’s.  The first of these should 

be in place and ready to open in early July. 

Our new website has been launched so please visit 

it and get all the up to date information on our events 

and activities.   

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 
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Braemar Local  

History Group  
 The History Tours have  

restarted and numbers are  

encouraging despite current  

restrictions.  Come and join one 

of our guides and learn about the 

history of the village.  Walks take place on Thursdays 

at 7.30pm and Wednesdays at 3.00pm, starting  

at the Invercauld Hotel and finishing at the Games 

Park.  No need to book, just turn up.  Walks are free 

but donations are happily accepted towards BLHG 

projects - the latest of which is the printing of a new 

booklet Jacobites and Upper Deeside.  The booklet 

will be launched the weekend of July 10/11th at 

Braemar Castle when Alan Breck’s Regiment will be 

holding two training days.  Advance copies can be 

ordered from Doug Anderson 07585 122730  

avondee@ymail.com  Copies of our two previous 

booklets Historical Guide to Braemar and District 

and Wartime Braemar can be purchased online via 

our website www.braemarlhg.com or by contacting 

Doug Anderson. 

Braemar  

Bowling Club 
 The new bowling 

season has started 

and, thanks to the hard 

work of some of the 

members, the greens 

are looking good.  New members are very welcome.  

Membership is £25 and you can play when and as 

much as you like  - following guidelines as indicated 

on the door of the bowling club.  On Monday evening 

we hold a ‘Hat Night’ open to all  (including  

newcomers to bowling, old and young, there will  

always be someone on hand to help and advise).   

There are usually members playing on Monday and 

Thursday afternoon (from 1pm) and again, all are 

welcome to join in.  Club competitions are planned 

for June.  For more details contact John Kinsella  

07564 237172, Doug Anderson 07585 122730 

or Jim Stark 07500 047282 Kathleen Kinsella 

Covid restrictions easing …. more is happening around your village! 

Deeside Knitwits  Rosy Wood 

 Knitting for our Space Odyssey trail in October 

is coming on nicely.  Folk are busy making various 

real and imagined rockets and aliens… the sun and 

moon are also in creation using various knitted 

squares.  
 In the mean time we heard rumour of a new 

Picasso at the Fife Arms, so what were we to do? 

Create another Purlcasso of course!  The knitters 

didn’t know which bit they were knitting or what the 

picture was … but the final piece is pretty amazing! 

Here's our version of  Woman Seated in an  

Armchair, 1953! 

Find us on Facebook @ Deesideknitwits 

Anyone for Golf?   
Robert Pern 

 Finally the Sun is out and we 

have perfect Golfing conditions - after a 

very cold and dry April and the wettest 

May for years!  The construction of a new Practice 

Green is progressing well.   We have been able to 

welcome a fair few visitors to the course, as well as 

the first of our Outings.  Bookings are looking 

strong so to play, we recommend booking tee 

times via our website or by calling the Clubhouse 

 013397 41618.  For any one just wanting to  

relax with a drink (cheapest in the Village!) or 

snack, and enjoy the spectacular view - then social 

memberships are always available for only £10 pa.  

Line Dancing starting up in 

the Village Hall.  Demand is such that 

two sessions are happening each 

week in order to accommodate all the 

(socially-distanced!) dancers.   

Interested? Then get in touch with 

Marilyn to find out more. 41225 


