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What’s On 

Ice Pancake!   Simon Blackett 

 Some of us were lucky enough to witness the 
remarkable ice pancake that formed close to the 
mouth of the River Clunie on 3rd January this year.  
The temperature dropped to around minus 14 and as 
the water slowed it froze to the bank.  On this  
particular spot there is, under some water levels, a 
very slow whirlpool effect and that morning there must 
have been a speck of foam in the centre of the stream 
that slowed enough to freeze.  It picked up ice crystals 
and began to rotate forming a perfect circle, which got 
bigger and bigger.  When I saw it, it was about 15 feet 
diameter and turning very slowly.  A small piece of the 
edge broke off and got jammed, stopping the circle 
from turning.  It then became frozen to the bank as 
more ice formed around it.  Twice more this winter we 
had similar low temperatures, but the circle did not 
form, although the ice formed across the water.  
Magali Brat says she saw it in this location 7 or 8 
years ago and Neil Bain has seen similar pancakes on 
other rivers in the area.  I am sure there will be other 
spots where this happens, but probably nobody is 
there to witness it!          

Pictured above, participants on a guided walk led by 
Gary Hodgson.  One of the many events put on as part 

of the recent Mountain Festival.  More  on page 8 

 Welcome to… 

Jackie MacLean, the 
new head teacher at 
Braemar school.  For the 
last four years she has 
been teaching at Ballater 
School.  She is really 
looking forward to  
working in partnership 
with the community. 

To find out what’s happening in Braemar on a day to day basis check out the Braemar Community 

Calendar link:   

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Dorothy Ramsay  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacKay  

013397 41245.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery and the newsagent/pharmacy.  

The Buzzard is funded by advertising and donations 

- donation tins are at all these outlets for any very 

welcome contribution  

towards costs.  

 

We are grateful to the Co-op for including the  

Braemar News Group as one of their current ‘local 

causes’ being supported by the Co-op community 

fund.  Every time you shop in the Co-op, 1% of your 

spend on Co-op own-branded products goes into 

this fund.  There are currently two projects being 

supported in Braemar and one in Ballater.   If you 

sign into your Co-op membership page you can elect 

which cause you wish your 1% to go towards - or if 

you do nothing, it will be split equally between the 

three.  To pinch a slogan from another  

supermarket….every little helps! 

join the ‘Friends’ please call Maggie Mackay 
013397 42100 for information. You will be most 
welcome and your talents will be put to good use. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

St Andrew’s RC Church: is still collecting 
clothing, non perishable food, etc for distribution in 
Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen, box in porch of the 
Church.  Thanks in advance.  
 St Andrew's recently raised £150 (doubled to 
£300) to Mary's Meals; £100 to Syria appeal; £ 80 
to Social Bite.  Grateful thanks to all who attended 
any of our events /services and donated. 
 

Cairngorms  Nature Action Plan 2019-24 

was launched at the beginning of March.  There will 

be action to ensure the future of vulnerable species 

including capercaillie, curlew, pine hoverfly and 

twinflower.  The plan will also focus on inspiring 

people to get involved with nature conservation.  

Details: https://cairngorms.co.uk/action-cairngorms-

nature/ 
 

Braemar Community Garden  work will soon 

begin again in earnest.  

New members always 

welcome - as are the fruit 

and vegetables that are 

co-operatively grown!  For 

more information contact 

Aimi Blueman or take a look at the Braemar  

Community Garden facebook page.  
 

The Great British Dog Walk  Calling all dog 

owners!  Join the ‘Great British Dog Walk’ at Haddo 

House on Saturday 13 April to help raise funds for 

‘Hearing Dogs’.  The  

admission fee (£10/adult  

advance purchase or £12 on 

the day) includes a free doggy 

bandana.  There’s a choice of 

a 3 km (family friendly) or 8km 

(scenic route) walk;  meet 

some hearing dogs and enjoy tea and cake!   Buy 

your advance tickets through Eventbrite - search 

online for ‘haddo house great british dog walk’. 
 

Braemar Care is now holding ‘drop in weekly 

surgeries’ between 10am -12 noon on Friday  

mornings in the chiropodists room in Braemar  

Surgery.  If you have any questions or require any 

information about any aspects of care or would like 

to find out more about our volunteer service and 

what they can do for you, please call in.   

Befriending/transport/chores - we can help.  Susie 

Farquharson is the Braemar Care co-ordinator and 

can be contacted on  

  07936 362724 or email 

susie@braemarcare.com or  take a look at their 

facebook page. 

 

Community Update: 
 

Crathie Opportunity Holidays:  Volunteers 
have been busy over the year with coffee mornings 
for the guests and the gardeners have been  
replanting to keep the gardens in excellent shape.  
Sadly, the Balmoral Golf Day in October was  
cancelled because of gale force winds, this is  
usually our major fund raiser of the year. We look 
forward to better weather next year and appreciate 
all the help and co-operation we received prior to 
and on the day.   
 Being a volunteer is both worthwhile and 
great fun. If you would like to be a volunteer and 
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Community Council Update 

 The Community Council meet 6 times per 
year and all meetings are open to the public. The 
Council is charged with promoting the interests of 
the community with, for example, Aberdeenshire 
Council, as well as taking any local actions that are 
necessary. 
 Current hot topics include buses; parking; 
speeding; and affordable housing. Planning is  
always on the agenda and other issues can arise 
with little, or no, notice. Recent interventions 
include lobbying for the Sunday bus service,  
campaigning for more attention to our pavements 
in winter, and the never ending war on dog poop. 
 There are currently six community councillors 
and elections will be held again this summer. The 
council needs a minimum of five to operate and 
new members are needed. If you would like to 
know more do speak to one of the current  
members: Aimi Blueman, Alisdair Colquhoun,  
Elliott Perkins, Trevor Garlick, Shaila Rao, Dave 
Sherrard.  The next meeting is Monday 15th April 
in the Village Hall. Members of the public are  
welcome to observe and if they wish to speak on 
any matter they should make that known  
beforehand. 
 The community council would also like to 
thank Mar Lodge staff for organising the Christmas 
lights last year and Neil Bain for preparing the  
village planters for the summer to come. 
 

Dave Sherrard 

Monday April 15th     
1700-1900 

Braemar village hall 

 

Braemar Car and Coach 
Parking Plans 

Come and hear the latest ideas addressing 
local Car Parking, from Aberdeenshire 
Council. Proposals aim to help manage some 
of the problems we have experienced over the 
last 2 years in the village! 

Aberdeenshire Council’s Head of Economic 
Development & Protective Services, Belinda 
Miller and some of her team, will host a drop-
in event, which is open to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come along and hear about their 
plans! 

A reminder that….it’s getting 
around to that time of year when 
one needs to be vigilant checking 
for tick bites when out & about.  
The bacterial infection, Lyme  
disease, can be transmitted if 
bitten by an infected tick 
(although only a small percent-
age of ticks are actually infected <5%).     
What are the symptoms?  
Approximately 70-80% of infected people develop 
a rash, often described as a ‘bulls-eye’ rash but the 
rash may be more irregular in shape and it may not 
develop straight away.  Additional symptoms can 
include fever, headache, tiredness, light and noise 
sensitivity.   
 The advice?  If bitten, remove tick straight 
away (fine tweezers or tick removing tools readily 
available from chemists and ‘outdoor’ shops - carry 
some with you when you go out walking!) and then 
clean the area with soap and water/antiseptic.   
 Prevention is better than cure so reduce 
your risk of being bitten by covering up bare skin 
(tuck trousers into socks!), avoid tramping through 
thick undergrowth (stick to paths!) and use insect 
repellent on clothes and skin.  
There are lots of websites with more information 
e.g. www.nhs.uk or www.lymediseaseuk.com  

Afternoon tea at the  
Fife Hotel   Margaret Palmer 
 

 For a birthday treat, a group of 
three of us went to the Fife Hotel 
for afternoon tea.  We sat at our 
table in the window, complete with cake stands, in 
the drawing room with a log fire roaring and under 
the gaze of the Picasso (well I think he was look-
ing at us but his facial features weren’t in the usual 
places so it was hard to tell, it was in his Blue  
Period though, so he was excused).  On the lower 
storey of the cake stand we had finger sandwiches 
of coronation chicken, smoked salmon and cream 
cheese, egg mayonnaise and cucumber.  On the 
next elevation we had the most delicious scones 
of two varieties  - plain and fruit; the next two  
levels consisted of cakes, cakes and more cakes, 
very delicate and rather minute, but extremely  
delicious.  The top level of cakes had two gold 
candles on them (it was a relief that they stopped 
at two).  We were so busy enjoying our way 
through the delicacies that we didn’t notice that the 
candles had burnt down and the cakes were on 
fire.  It wasn’t too hazardous and we managed to 
extinguish it without the help of the village fire  
brigade.  I am sure that the Picasso did frown at 
that though, I could see his eye in his mouth... 
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: 

cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 
It’s been a busy few months for me and  

perhaps the most important issue was                
Aberdeenshire Council’s announcement they were 
removing the subsidy for many bus routes resulting 
in Stagecoach axing the Sunday service here   
completely!  With both my councillor hat and my 
National Park hat I have been trying to get a stay of 
execution for this year to give us the opportunity to 
work out what we, the community, need and how 
we can work with both the public and private sector 
– and maybe the voluntary sector – to organise a 
sustainable service.  But with the best will in the 
world, it will take longer than to the middle of April 
when the cuts come into effect to get an alternative 
organised!  We need breathing space.  Hopefully 
by the time you read this, a resolution will have 
been found but I am not holding my breath -     
however I can assure you that I will fight this      
community’s corner with every ounce of my being 
and let’s hope common sense prevails.  

Turning to the National Park there are two 

‘projects’ that may be of interest: Cairngorms Con-
nect and the East Cairngorms Moorland Group 
(ECMG) both of which form the pillars of the new 
Nature Action Plan recently launched by the Park 
and both of which are attempting to improve and 
showcase environmental conditions on the hill. 

On the west (from Nethy Bridge to Gaick), 
Cairngorms Connect is a partnership of            
neighbouring land managers (including Wildland and 
RSPB) whose main aim is to connect up the        
fragments of Caledonian Forest and restore the   
habitats in between so that threatened species can 
move around.  Deer numbers are heavily controlled 
as part of the regeneration strategy.  Funding of 
£3.75million from the Endangered Landscape     
Program has recently been awarded and brings the 
total investment to £9 million over five years.  

The ECMG comprises private estates 
(Balmoral, Mar, Mar Lodge and Invercauld included) 
and the CNPA.  The project aims to provide         
improved understanding of moorland habitat and 
species management. This project presents a very 
real opportunity to showcase some of the seldom 
heard but excellent conservation work estates carry 
out including using private money to restore       
peatlands, manage designated sites and allow     
endangered waders and many other ground nesting 
bird species to flourish. 

I look forward to following both projects as 
they have similar aims but take different               
approaches. 

 

Special Mother’s Day Carvery  

Sunday 31st March 12—3pm  

Book now  to avoid disappointment. 

For enquiries and bookings: 013397 41627 or 

mail@braemarlodge.co.uk  

B R A E M A R   L O D G E 

Hotel  Restaurant  Malt Room  Log Cabins  Bunkhouse 

 

 
Piano Lessons 

Katy Fenema  BMus, LRAM 

Lessons available for all ages 

and abilities at my house in 

Crathie or at your home. 
 

t: 07956 186 515 

e: katymf7@gmail.com 

Our chef has been busy creating lots of delicious new 

dishes, using locally sourced fresh ingredients to 

tempt your tastebuds… 

 Beefsteak, Guiness & Stornoway Black Pudding Pie 

 Grilled Salmon with Thai Crab Cake & Rocket Pesto 

 Chicken Morrone with Shallot Stovies 

 Braemar Lodge Ultimate Chocolate Brownie 

Follow us @BraemarLodge for  

updates on our menu and special 

events.   Afternoon Tea will soon be served.  
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Braemarnia  

Calling local writers and storytellers 

 

 Braemarnia is a novel that will be inspired, created, 
and written by the community of Braemar. Rachel Marsh, 
who is acting as writer-in-residence for the Creative Arts 
Festival, has created the project, and she is looking for 
stories, storytellers, and local writers to be a part of this 
exciting project.  Launched at the October 2018 Festival, 
the project should be complete in the winter of 2019.   
Rachel is currently working on the first phase of the novel, which is to collect stories about  
Braemar.  Once she has enough material, she’ll weave and edit the stories together so that they 
form the plot of a novel.  In April, she’ll return to Braemar to present the novel’s plot to the town 
and get input from those who wish to be involved.  Once the plot has been finalised, locals with 
an interest in creative writing can help develop the novel. 
 If you’re interested in taking part, you can find out more at braemarnia.wordpress.com or 
meet with Rachel during her next visit. Dates listed below. 

• 5-7 April – Rachel will be in town holding story surgeries and collecting your interesting 
Braemar tales 

• 12-14 April – Rachel will be in town finalizing the plot of the novel and holding surgeries 
for input on the plot 

• 3-5 May – Rachel will unveil the plot of Braemarnia and meet with those who want to 
help write the novel 

 (Exact times and locations of the surgeries will be announced closer to date.) 

If you’re interested in participating, but aren’t available during these dates, please feel 
free to contact Rachel through braemarnia.wordpress.com or at  

marshrachel@yahoo.com. 

Do you have any odd jobs 
needing done? 

Cleaning Gutters, Gathering Leaves, 

Splitting Logs, Painting, Wallpapering 

 Contact  Iain MacKay 

 013397 41245 or 

07753278597 

All jobs considered. 

Neil Menzies Butcher  
Best Quality Meat 

 

Order Now for Mother’s Day and  Easter  

¤ Lamb ¤  Chicken ¤ Beef ¤  Pork  ¤ Venison 

We also have a wide range  of fresh fruit and 
vegetables in stock, along with a great range 

of pickles, chutneys and sauces  in store. 

Braes O’ Mar Gift Shops 

Follow us @BraesOMarBraemar to keep up to date 
with special offers and news of new stock arriving . 

Call in or 41206 to place an order 

To make way for all our new stock, 
we're having a wee sale on selected 

leather handbags and purses.  
With Mothers day coming up, this is a 

super opportunity to get a great quality 
bag or purse at a fantastic price. Drop in  

and see if anything takes your fancy. 
Come and have a wander round both 
shops and find a delightful selection of 

gifts, tweed items, greetings cards, home 
décor, jewellery and so much more... 

http://braemarnia.wordpress.com
http://braemarnia.wordpress.com
mailto:marshrachel@yahoo.com


Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 52 -  Mar  2019

6 

Rare mountain willows on Mar Lodge Estate           Shaila Rao, Mar Lodge 

 Few people may know that the  

Scottish uplands host a number of willow 

species (Salix sp.).  Some of these remain 

small in size throughout their lifetime, no  

bigger than bushes, and once formed part of 

a montane woodland habitat which extended 

up beyond the birch and pine woodland 

edge to higher altitudes.  This habitat also 

included other species such as juniper and 

dwarf birch.  Much of this montane woodland 

habitat has been lost, primarily through high  

levels of browsing from herbivores.  The low 

levels of grazing now present across much 

of Mar Lodge Estate is allowing some of 

these species to flourish again and we now 

see juniper and the more common willow 

species rising up out of the heather.  

 Mar Lodge Estate supports a number 

of different willow species – creeping, eared, 

downy, dark-leaved, tea-leaved, goat, grey, 

dwarf and whortle-leaved willow.  Recent 

survey work on the estate has shown us the 

distribution and abundance of each species 

right up to 900m altitude.  This has indicated 

that two willow species; downy willow (Salix lapponum) and whortle-leaved willow (Salix myrsinites) are 

extremely rare, occurring at only a few sites on the estate in critically small numbers.  These rarer willow 

species have only just hung on across Scotland, in very small numbers at just a few sites out with the 

reach of grazing animals. 

 This summer, thanks to the generous support of the players of People’s Postcode Lottery, we will 

embark on our Montane Willow Project.  The aim of this project is to boost up these remnant rare willow 

populations so they have the ability to reproduce, regenerate and expand by themselves. In late spring/

early summer 2019 we will visit all the downy and whortle-leaved willow sites and take cuttings from each 

population.  Trees for Life will grow on the cuttings for us in their nursery at Dundreggan, Glen Moriston, 

and create a bank of trees for each willow species from which seed can be collected in the future.  This 

seed will be used for growing on seedlings for planting back out at Mar Lodge Estate in a few years’ time. 

If the willows we visit produce seed this year, we will also collect some of this and grow on seedlings 

straight away.  This should give us seedlings ready to plant out by autumn 2020.  We’ll be planting 500 of 

the grown-on willow seedlings of each species into two sites where they currently occur on the estate to 

re-enforce the existing populations.  Each site will be monitored initially to determine how successful the 

planting out has been and then in the longer term to see whether the population is managing to  

regenerating naturally.  

 Hopefully in the next few years we will see these rare willows begin to flourish. NTS are not working 

in isolation and a number of other estates around the Cairngorms have both reduced grazing levels and 

are embarking on similar work with rare willow species.  It may be a long way off but these steps are the 

beginnings of re-creating the precious montane woodland habitat which has almost been lost from  

Scotland.  Expansion of this habitat at a large enough scale in Scotland could support breeding  

populations of bird species which are currently missing from Scotland but synonymous with this habitat in 

Scandinavia, such as Bluethroat Luscinia svecica, Lapland bunting Calcarius lapponicus, Brambling Frin-

gilla montifringilla and Willow tit Poecile montanus.  

Mar Lodge Ranger Events:  The rangers have been hard at work over the winter planning our ranger 

events programme for 2019. There’s something for everyone from a look inside Mar Lodge and the Stag 

Ballroom on our Evening Strolls, long distance hikes through the Lairig Ghru to family adventures on our 

Mini Rangers. For more information visit www.nts.org.uk/marlodge or  01339 720164. 

The precarious existence 

of some of the willows 

http://www.nts.org.uk/marlodge
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Braemar Castle will soon be open 

and back to life! 

 With Easter being late this year, we’ll be opening 

on Wednesday 3rd April, so straight into our  

Wednesday - Sunday, 10 am- 5pm schedule.  We will 

be holding our annual pre-season meeting in the Castle 

on Sunday 24th March at 4 pm - prosecco and nibbles 

ready and waiting!  Please come and join us, whether 

you are already volunteers in any capacity or are just 

curious to hear what’s happening at the Castle for the 

coming season, you’ll all be most welcome. 
 Following on from last November’s Workshop, 

facilitated by The Prince’s Foundation, this February we held a Feedback Session and Community  

Update in the Invercauld Arms Hotel, 35 people attended the exhibition to view and comment on the 

outcomes from the Workshop day, the site plan options and emerging site strategy.  If you were unable 

to attend but would like to see the final report please contact Georgina,    

georginaerrington@braemarcastle.co.uk  013397 41219 

 

Since the Castle was awarded a £100,000 development 

grant by National Lottery Heritage Fund, a Steering Group 

has been busy working on various strands of our Raising 

the Standard project.  The funds include an allocation for 

the appointment of a new part-time, ‘Volunteer and Training 

Co-Ordinator’, so a new face to join the team!  This role will 

be supported by Jura Consultants, who continue to bring 

their knowledge and expertise to the project, guiding us 

through the requirements of NLHF.  

 To help deliver all that is expected the Steering Group 

is currently looking to fill the following 3 positions: Project manager: Educational advisor: Finance      

advisor.   Job descriptions for the volunteer roles of Education and Finance advisors can be accessed 

at the jobs section of www.asva.co.uk   These are vital positions to help us deliver the project within the 

grant requirements and  timescale, so if you are interested in applying or would like to know more 

please contact Dave Chandler davechandler32@gmail.com   013397 41294  

Work on the challenge of raising a further £500,000 of funding will start in earnest next month.  If 
you have any suggestions for fundraising activities to help us meet our target, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch….every little bit helps!! 

Now open for business!  

The New Highland Games Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The new centre in the Games Park opened its doors 

to the general public of Friday March 15.  A new  

attraction for visitors to Braemar with Exhibition, 

shop and café.  The current opening hours are  

10am - 4pm.  More information at 

www.highlandgamescentre.org or on facebook. 

Nettle Soup 

 

It won’t be long before 

the nettles begin to shoot 

- and if you have never 

tried nettle soup, you’ve 

been missing out!  

(Young nettles taste very much like spinach). 

You will need half a carrier bag full of young 

nettle shoots, wash thoroughly.  In a pan gently 

sweat one chopped onion, one large carrot, stick 

of celery and garlic clove.  Add a litre of water 

and stock cube of your choice and pile in the 

nettles.  Bring to boil and simmer for 15 mins.  

Puree in a liquidiser.  Add a pinch of nutmeg 

(optional), salt and pepper. Serve with a swirl of 

cream.  Yum! 

mailto:georginaerrington@braemarcastle.co.uk
http://www.asva.co.uk
mailto:davechandler@gmail.com
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St Margaret’s update 
          

 To open the Braemar Mountain  
Festival this year St Margaret’s hosted an 
evocative concert premiering brand new 
tunes composed by renowned highland  
fiddler Adam Sutherland and conceived as a 
tribute to the last 50 plus years of selfless 
service by all Braemar Mountain Rescue 
volunteers .  
 The project, ‘What a Story a Pair of 
Boots Could Tell’, was funded by Aberdeen-
shire Council’s Capacity Grant scheme and 
began with Adam interviewing key local  
individuals on the theme of mountain rescue 
to capture the tales of drama, beauty,  
hardship and reward.  Adam then  
collaborated with 14 local musicians over the 
course of only 6 full day workshops to develop and arrange these ideas into tunes which have proved to 
be something extremely special and for which the performers (see photo right) received a well-deserved 
standing ovation.  An exhibition of props, photographs and a slide show evoking the mood and illustrating 
the story behind each of the tunes created a complimentary backdrop and atmosphere to the event as well 
as an insight into some of the changes made over the last 50 years - not least with equipment and  
technology.  
 March will see our rafters raised again with two choral concerns the first of which is on 23rd March 
and invites anyone interested in singing Handel’s Messiah in Doric to join our pop up choir which will be  
conducted by Paul Mealor.  Following this there will be an afternoon concert by The Stonehaven Chorus 
on Sunday 31st March at 4pm.  A mixed voice choir of around 40 singers will perform a variety of sacred 
and secular music.  Tickets for both concerts are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk  
 As always we have scheduled an exciting variety of events throughout the coming year - details of 
which you will find on our website.  If however you would like to offer further continuing support to the  
venue’s development we are now inviting interested parties to become a ‘Friend of St Margaret’s’ which 
would entitle you to a raft of benefits of which priority notification of events, discount on tickets and  
invitation to Friends’ events are but a few.  The cost  of membership for a single/couple is £25/£40, life 
time membership £250/£400.  For further details, email Fiona Hunter at stmargaretsfriends@yahoo.com  
 A big thank you!  We are delighted to let everyone know that the Braemar Remembers event on 
18th November, 2018 at St Margaret’s raised £1,573.00.  This money will be split equally between the  
Gordon Higlanders  Museum in Aberdeen and Poppy Scotland.  Very many thanks to all the people who 
helped in so many different ways.                 
                     Pete Mulvey 

The third Braemar 
Mountain Festival   
despite the lack of snow, has been 
hailed a huge success.   The launch 
at St Margaret’s on 28th February 
with world renowned fiddler and  

composer Adam Sutherland (see article top of page) was 
a stunning sell out performance.  There was also an    
exhibition of props and photos of the rescue team 
throughout the last 50 years. 

 The whole Festival consisted of over 50 
events over 5 venues with 900 ticketed attendances.  
There were many varied events all on a mountain theme.  
There were also some fascinating talks from many well-
known faces of the mountaineering world.  One of the  
organisers Al Hubbard said The Braemar Mountain    
Festival committee really appreciate the community response whether it was by attending events,         
volunteering or donating raffle prizes.  The Festival could not survive without the support of our community 
partners and local businesses who all contributed to making this year’s event such a great success.   
Looking forward to next year! Thurs 5th - Sun 8th March 2020. The mountains are calling! 

Susie Farquharson 

Festival talk  in 

Village Hall 

mailto:stmargaretsfriends@yahoo.com
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Braemar Mens Shed 

 The Braemar Mens 
Shed is now opening  
regularly in the Fire Station 
on Fridays between 1.00pm 
and 4.00pm. 
 Once the weather 
warms up a bit we will start 
on the preparation of the big shed as our workshop 
where we can indulge in practical activities.   We 
are looking for funds to buy repair materials, safety 
equipment and machine tools. 
 During a recent dry day we were able to 
erect our new tent (see picture), which will be used 
to promote the Shed and sell items, which we have 
made or repaired.  Look out for it at various indoor 
and outdoor functions. 

Jim Stark, Steering Group Secretary 

Clubs and Societies - news and activity... 

G7 - Braemar’s ukulele group  

 What do Amy Macdonald,  
Johnny Cash and the Monkees all 
have in common?  The answer is that 
songs of theirs all feature in the G7 
repertoire!  Come and sing along any 
Friday in the Moorfield lounge 7.30-
9.0pm.  Even better bring a ukulele 
with you and play along (or with a bit of warning we 
could loan you a spare uke).  Whatever your  
standard, there will be a warm welcome and the 
music is….outstanding!!   

For more information contact Liz 013397 41030 

Braemar Bowling Club 
  

 After the successful cleaning 
of the bowling green last year, we 
are looking forward to another 
eventful bowling season this year. Over the winter 
we have enjoyed indoor bowling in Castleton Hall 
on Monday afternoons.  This will stop once the 
weather allows to play outside.  Hopefully we will 
look to have the Opening of Bowling Green at the 
end of April, weather permitting.  All members and 
new members are welcome to come along.   
Monday evenings we hold a ‘Hat Night’ when we all 
can join in and enjoy bowling.  New bowlers  
welcome to come along and participate and there is 
always someone there to help and advise.  
Wednesdays are league match nights, but the 
green is open to play on at all other times.  Visitors 
always welcome @ £3 per person.  To get access 
to bowling club for mats, bowls etc. please contact 
John  013397 41309, Dorothy 41917 or Doug  
41378 or 0758122730 

Braemar Golf Club 

 With the mild weather it’s been a good 
winter for golfing on the course, with our  
members getting a lot of much needed practice in 
for the 2019 season!  We are happy to announce 
that The Clubhouse will open for business again 
from Saturday 6th April.  Once again we have 
Jimmy Smollet providing his delicious home  
cooking Friday evenings, all day Saturdays and 
Sunday lunchtime.  Soup, Sandwiches & Snacks 
will be available during the week.  Keep a look out 
for our Special Food Events, Quiz & Bingo nights, 
details of which will be posted on our own and the 
Community Facebook Pages. 

 We have various membership packages 
available from £10 for Social Membership up to 
£285 for Full Membership.  If you are looking for a 
space for an event meeting or activity, we have our 
upstairs Function Suite available - please get in 
touch if you wish to hire it out.. 
 Clubhouse Opening times for 2019, April 
to October are; Sunday - Thursday 9am - 5pm / 
Friday 9am - 9pm / Saturday 7:30am - 9pm.  We 
all look forward to welcoming you all back again to 
the Clubhouse throughout 2019   

Robert Pern, Clubhouse Steward 

Braemar Local History Group 
(BLHG) 
 

At the Annual General Meeting of the 
BHLG Roger and Norma Sudworth 
were re-elected as archivist and  

treasurer respectively.  Hanane Ortega joined the 
Group as webmaster and has already made an 
impact by refreshing the website and increasing 
the number of hits. 
 Chairman, Douglas Anderson, reported a 
significant increase in the numbers taking part in 
the weekly Village History Walks - numbering  well 
over 700 last season.   A number of walks had 
been specially commissioned by the Fife Arms  
Hotel for its guests.  The Summer programme will 
resume in April with the afternoon walks beginning 
on Wednesday 17 April and the evening walks on 
Tuesday 30 April.  Anyone who is interested in  
becoming a guide should contact Doug Anderson 
or Doug Bruce.  The next Sunday evening talk in 
the village hall will be on 14th April  - all welcome.  
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Baron Ban 
Alison Grant MacKintosh and Katy Fennema 
 

 Jacobite, laird, heart-throb, gentleman farmer,  
pioneer of health tourism – Francis Farquharson had it all.  
Known as the Baron Ban for his blond good looks, he was 
Deeside’s answer to Bonnie Prince Charlie. 
 Francis was born in 1710 at Monaltrie House, the son 
of Alexander Farquharson and his wife Anne, who was a 
Farquharson of Finzean.  As a young man he had the job of 
factor to his uncle John, who was his father’s older brother 
and laird of Invercauld.  When his father and older brother 
John died, Francis became laird of  Monaltrie.  But he soon 
fell out of favour with his uncle John, who sacked him from 
the post of factor because of his Jacobite allegiance.  In a 
real sense the Jacobite Risings were civil wars, and the  
Farquharson clan was more divided than most. 
 Francis raised a force of 300 men and marched off at 
their head to join the campaign.  They fought at Inverurie 
and Falkirk, but many of them missed Culloden.  They had 
marched back from Falkirk to Glen Muick and for many of 
them the temptation of home comforts was too strong.  They 
stayed too long and didn’t reach Culloden until after the bat-
tle.  Francis, however fought at Culloden and was taken prisoner.  He and several other Highland  
gentlemen were taken by sea to London and imprisoned in the Tower, where the government plan was to 
execute them all. 
 Francis was the last.  Alone he waited for the end.  His powerful friends and even ministers of the 
Church of Scotland had submitted petitions for his release, all praising his good nature and his work for 
the Church and for charitable schools.  A remarkable petition was submitted by a group of government 
soldiers who had been taken prisoner by the Jacobite army.  They told how Francis had protected them 
from attack in prison by Jacobite soldiers, and there was even a hint that he might have helped them  
escape.  None of this worked.  The final day arrived, and he was led out to execution.  
 But in true super-hero style he cheated death at the very last moment  – his good looks had won 
him his life.   How did it happen?  Find out in the next Buzzard... 

Braemar Community Housing Feasability Study 
 

BCL and the Community Council are investigating the feasibility of a community 
housing project on the farm buildings site behind Kindrochit Court. Following a 
fantastic turn out at the Village Hall drop-in session the Rural Housing Scotland 
team appointed to undertake the Feasibility Study are running a needs survey to 
find out your views.  The survey is available online at  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FZGPR7V or by using this QR code: 
Paper copies and return envelopes are also available at Lochcarron.  The  
survey is open until 5th April. Please take the time to complete the short survey 
and give your views, even if you don’t have a housing need yourself.  As well as 
the needs survey the team are scoping out possible housing mix, tenure type, and cost.  Subject to a  
positive outcome to the Feasibility Study the scheme has a chance of progressing.  The Scottish Govern-
ment are currently very supportive of rural housing initiatives and have made a Rural Housing Fund  
available to provide assistance. 

Invercauld Arms Hotel James Barr, Project Manager, Invercauld Hotel 

 

We are looking forward to the renovation of the Invercauld Arms which is scheduled to start later this 
year. Distinct from our sister hotel, the Fife Arms, the Invercauld Arms will be more of a family hotel with a 
contemporary, Scottish look and feel. The hotel will centre around the National Park and all that it has to 
offer, attracting walkers and outdoors enthusiasts, with the natural environment at the heart of 
our inspiration.  The hotel plays a very important role in the community, and over the last few months 
we have very much appreciated the support and engagement of local groups, with many  
using the Invercauld Arms for meetings and events. As we approach the start of renovation works, our 
pub will continue to open from Sunday to Thursday, 4pm-11pm, until further notice, and we will look to 
update the Braemar Facebook Community page with weekly events which include a Sunday pub quiz and 
pool and darts tournaments.  We look forward to providing regular updates on progress in the months 
ahead and to welcoming you all to the Invercauld Arms in the near future. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FZGPR7V
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If you go down to the woods  

today…     Fiona Lawrence, Braemar  Nursery 

 

 Braemar Nursery have been visiting Creag 

Choinnich woods for some time now.  Playing out-

side has many benefits for young learners.  Whilst 

you may think we take the children to the woods to 

get fresh air, they do get so much more.  They will 

be physically more active outdoors, they will climb, 

walk and run on rough terrain, staying healthy as 

they play. 

 Here in Braemar we are lucky to have an 

open and enriched environment where children can 

play freely and connect with the nature, right on our 

door step.  The outdoor play supports physical  

development, strengthens muscles and improves 

cardio-respiratory functions.  Children also need to 

learn about risk and  

discover what is safe 

and what is not and  

outdoors is ideal for 

this.  We support the 

children to take risks 

and think about  

challenging themselves.  

The children  

communicate, play 

freely and imaginatively, 

solve problems, work 

together - of course 

they have some differences of opinions but  

together they learn.  So being outside is not simply 

about being healthy, it is about having fun and 

learning through play and exploration. 

 We do check the Creag Choinnich area  

thoroughly and keep it clean and safe so the  

children can play but dog poop is an increasing 

problem.  We have put up some signs asking dog 

owners to help us keep this area safe and clean, 

so please if you exercise your dog in the 

woods and your dog poops - please scoop!   

Cairngorms Big 

Nature  

Weekend 

 

Sat/Sun 11/12 

May 

 

 Lots of fun and events are planned across 

the park including many events in and around 

Braemar .  Choose from Ranger led walks up 

magical glens at Mar Lodge, to orienteering,  

nature crafts, bug house building starting from the 

Highland Games field visitor centre.  There will be  

an invasion of knitted creatures throughout  

Braemar to hunt out!  Keep your eyes peeled for 

details. 

Cairngorms NP Youth Project  

 Is looking to recruit young people aged  

16-30 to be part of a steering group that will co-

design the Caringorms National Park Youth plan.   

If you would like to  

 

• be the voice of young people in the Park 

• help develop a procedure for funding young 

people’s ideas about living, learning and 

working in the Park 

• put on exciting and innovative youth events 

in the Par;k  
 

Then find out more at: 

https://cairngorms.co.uk/caring-future/education-

learning/europarc-youth-manifesto-project/ 
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What’s on in and around your village? 
Date Event 

Mar 31 Sun Stonehaven Chorus in concert at St Margarets 

4pm.  Tickets ticketsource.co.uk 

Apr 1 Mon Balmoral Castle opens for season - details of 

events at www.balmoralcastle.com 

Apr 3 Wed Braemar Castle open for season 

www.braemarcastle.co.uk 

Apr 6 Sat Braemar Golf Club re-opens for the season 

Apr 8 Mon Morning coffee café resumes in Crathie Church 

Hall for the season - all welcome 

Apr 8 Mon AGM Bowling club 7pm 

Apr 13 Sat Auction at the village hall in aid of hall funds 

Apr 14 Sun BLHG - talk by Professor Jane Geddes.  Village 

Hall, 7.30pm 

Apr 15 Mon Consultation on parking, Village Hall, 5-7pm  

followed by Braemar Community Council  

Meeting in the Village Hall 7pm.  

Apr 17 Wed BLHG Village History walks resume - evening 

walks begin again 30 April 

Apr 18 Thurs Braemar Rural, Village Hall - also May 16, June 

20.  Information: ‘Braemar Rural’ facebook page 

Apr 19-21 Music Making Landscapes - exhibition at  

St Margaret’s.  Launch on Fri 19 Apr at 6.30pm 

Apr 20 Sat Black Grouse Dawnwatch, Mar Lodge Ranger 

event, £26pp.  Booking 013397 20164.   

Also on 25 & 27 April 

Apr 21 Sun Teddy McBear’s Easter Picnic, Braemar Castle 

Apr 21 Sun Easter Egg Hunt & Open day at Mar Lodge. 

10am - 4pm  Egg hunt: £3 per trail sheet  

Open day: free to NT members otherwise £3 

Apr 27/28  Run Balmoral.  Info:  www.runbalmoral.com 

May 10/11 Murder Mystery Dinner Braemar Castle 

May 19  Sun BLHG - presentation by Ben & Tom Addy on the 

Fife Arms Hotel.  Village Hall, 7.30pm 

June 19 Wed Scottish Country Dance with musician Frank 

Thomson, Village Hall 7.30pm 

June 19 Wed Creag Choinnich Hill Race 

  

  

  

Village Bin Collections 

Tuesdays 
 

Wheelie Bin 

Mar 26th, 

Apr 9th ,23rd  

May 7th,21st 

June  4th, 18th 

Recycling 

Apr 2nd, 

16th , 30th 

Feb 5th, 19th 

May 14th, 

28th 

Jun 11th, 25 

Church  

Matters 
 

St Andrews : 
during Lent, 
soup and  
sandwiches at St 
Andrews on 
Thursdays at 1pm.  A warm 
invitation is sent to all.   
Donations will be for SCIAF 
(Scottish Catholic Internation-
al Aid  Fund).  
 
12th April Good Friday Walk 
of Witness (all  
welcome) starting at St  
Andrews church at 3pm 
 
Easter - Sunday 21 April 
Sunrise service in front of St 
Margaret’s at 8 am (all  
welcome) 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next edition:  June 1st 2019 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page.  Contact Maggie MacKay 41245 

Braemar Creative Arts 

Festival  

 Workshops 
 

There a number of ‘mid-year’ 

workshops being run to keep 

everyone engaged until the 

main festival in October.   
  

Tom Banks: Woodcarving,  

 April  6 (sold out) 

Doreen Cowie: Felting:   

 April  12/13 (sold out)

 June  21/22(spaces)  

Jo Cowie: Bookfolding  

 May 5 (spaces) 
 

For booking/information  

contact : 
braemarartsfestival@gmail.com 

 


