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Braemar Primary 
School’s New Head  
 
 At the end of last term, 
Mrs Jayne Watson was  
appointed head teacher of 
Braemar  Primary.  Jayne 
has been a regular visitor to 
Braemar over the years and 
always thought about  
moving here permanently.  
Finally in 2014, following many years as a teacher and 
deputy head in Aberdeen, Jayne bought a house in 
Braemar and was delighted to find there was a teaching 
position available.  Her knowledge and skills were soon 
evident and she became a very popular member of the 
team with pupils, parents and staff.  Asked how she felt 
about being appointed to her new position, Jayne said, 
‘I am proud to be the head teacher of this great little 
school, and I am now living my dream.’ 
 

The Buzzard team felt that they could not let the flooding of December 30th 2015 pass without some 
sort of record of the event so that the two middle pages of this issue have been devoted to  
photographs sent in by readers.  The flooding - and the consequent damage to the roads, paths and 
bridges (particularly the Invercauld Bridge) has had quite an impact on our village and of course  
significant impact to surrounding communities too.  Katy Fennema tries to put this in perspective with 
a look back at the ‘Muckle Spate of 1829 (page 5).  Community spirit has prevailed to make the best of 
a bad situation and this newsletter is a good place to record thanks to those that have gone over and 
above the call of duty, too many to mention but must include:- the road and bridge engineers and 
those that kept the route south snow ploughed or ‘drained’; the folk who kept our services going, be it 
electricity, communications, emergency services, public transport, waste collection, post or just the 
essential supply of food in the shops;  the community council and all those that sprang into action at a 
moments notice with shovels and wheelbarrows - the list goes on...  Thank you all.  On a lighter note - 
discover what ‘raining cats and dogs’ is all about and why ‘it never rains but it pours’ (page 8)!  Ed. 

‘Loch Braemar’! - view from Braemar across the River Dee on Dec 30th 2015 
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ramsay  
Secretary:  Margaret Palmer � 013397 41590 
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 

Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB35 5YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacAlpine  
� 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  
  Past and current editions of the Buzzard 
together with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated  
between issues) can be viewed online on our  
website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    Copies are  
delivered free of charge within the locality of  
Braemar.  Extra copies of the Buzzard can be  
obtained from the garage, the art gallery and at the 
newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard is funded by  
advertising and donation - donation tins are at all 
these outlets for any very welcome contribution  
towards costs.    

We are delighted to report that 
the Braemar Newsgroup has just 
been awarded £550 from the 
ASDA Carrier Bag Community 
Grants administered by  

Foundation Scotland.  The funds are to help support 
production of the Buzzard over the next year. 

Community Update: 
 

Furniture and household goods -  
donations wanted for flood victims  
The non-profit organisation MAGPIE in 
Banchory is calling for donations of household 
goods to help those affected by the recent 
flooding.  They would also like to hear from an-
yone with a couple of spare hours for  
volunteer work, helping to repair and refurnish 
flooded homes.  �01330 823 800 
 

Funding Forum  Marr Community Planning 
Group is running an event in Ballater, V & A 
Halls AB35 5PQ on Thursday Feb 25th 6.45-
9.00 pm to disseminate information about  
current funding programmes - open to any  
interested community groups.  Refreshments 
will be provided and travel costs reimbursed.   
For further information contact Roisin at Marr 
Area Partnership �07585 621 549 or email 
roisin@marareapartnership.org.uk 
 

Playpark Progress  
The Play Park Committee have 
drawn up an exciting plan for the 
‘new’ play park with 10 pieces of 
play equipment (chosen after 
consultation with younger members of the  
community and with a view to accommodating 
various age groups as well as with children with 
disabilities).   As our park nestles in such  
beautiful surroundings the committee have tried 
to keep with a wooden, natural theme.  All that 
remains is to raise the money!  Aberdeenshire 
Council have pledged the sum of £35,000 and 
have also agreed to provide picnic benches, 
litter bins and some landscaping work.  
Through local fundraising and some very  
generous donations we have already raised 
over £2,500 and we will hopefully raise more 
over the coming months.  We have been 
awarded a grant of £12,000 from Marr Area 
partnership and are hoping to make up the  
remaining shortfall with the help of grants from 
‘Cairngorm Leader’ and ‘Awards for All.’   
Invercauld Estate have kindly agreed to re-
move the old equipment.  We are holding a  
coffee morning on Saturday 19th March in the 
village hall between 10am and 1pm to give 
everyone a chance to see the plans whilst   
enjoying a cuppa and some home baking.  
Please come along and show your support to 
help create a fantastic play park for the children 
and visitors of this village to enjoy.  

Joanne Morris and Chloe MacIntyre 

Braemar News Group (BNG) 
 
Moorfield Hotel   
6.0 pm  
on Friday April 22nd 
 
This is an open meeting to which 
everyone in the village is invited.  Come and 
show your support for the Braemar News 
Group.  All are welcome - whether you come 
just to hear how the last year has gone OR to let 
us know what YOU would like to see in the 
newsletter OR to volunteer to help in some  
capacity  ...deliveries ...fund raising ...content.  
We strive to keep the newsletter fresh and  
informative, feedback (good and bad!) is always  
sought. 
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Considerate parking please 

 

 Parking has been on the Community Council agenda for a few 
months now.  During busy times village traffic flow has become impeded 
due to vehicles parking on both sides of the main road and in particular 
the main entrance junction has been a bottleneck with coaches unable to 
turn. There is also a pinch point between the newsagent and Co-op 
where cars are parking at the bus stop, making it difficult for the bus to 
manoeuvre.  Inconsiderate parking restricts traffic flow causing frustration 
and risk of accident.  
 Your representatives on the Community Council feel that imposing 
official parking restrictions and yellow lines are to be avoided in our village so in the first instance we 
are asking locals to park with consideration.  The car parks are rarely full so if you are stopping for 
more than a few minutes please use them.  In particular staff working at shops, cafes and other 

businesses are asked to leave their car in a car park 
rather than on the street all day.  This frees up spaces 
for those that really need them.  
 We don’t want to discourage visitors from  
entering or stopping in our village because of traffic &  
parking problems.  Be aware, be considerate and in 
busy times please don’t park on the main street un-
less you really need to.  

Braemar Community Hydro Despite the 
winter weather the project remains on track for 
start up this summer.  Storm Frank eroded a lot of 
material from our river banks and at Corriemulzie 
the works were partially buried in rock and gravel. 
There was no structural damage although some 
concrete surface patching is required.  Since the 
storm passed we’ve made good progress. Both 
intakes are now installed, the 1km pipe to the  
turbine is in place, and work has started at the 
turbine house site.  For regular updates and  
photos see www.braemarhyrdo.org.uk 
 

Cinnamon Trust A charity which seeks to 
keep the elderly and their pets together for as 
long as possible with the help of volunteers, is 
looking for support for an elderly resident of 
Balnacroft, Crathie to walk their dog.  If you can 
help contact sallycollins@cinnamon.org.uk   
�01736 758707 
 

Fife Arms Hotel Update The plans for  
refurbishment of the hotel have been ‘called in’ by 
the Cairngorms National Park Authority.   
Aberdeenshire Council is supportive of the project 
but it’s now over to the CNPA for final approval.  
The next CNPA planning meeting is on Feb 19th. 
  
New village defibrillator has been 
installed on the wall in the Mews archway.  
The Fire service and Dr Cruickshank will 
be running a ‘how to use course’ - look out for  
further information on the village noticeboards. 

Blooming Braemar  In a bid to 
make Braemar even more attractive 
than it already is, to residents and  
visitors, Braemar Highland Safaris has 
offered to sponsor a garden and floral competition 
which would involve households and businesses 
during the summer.  Look out for more  
information in the next Buzzard but start thinking 
now about how you could participate in your own 
garden, or if you are a business, by sponsoring a 
tub.  During the weekend 19/21 August (to  
coincide with the SWI’s Flower and Craft Show) 
we hope to have an open gardens day, judged by 
the public, and a Best Business Tub Display, 
judged by a professional gardener.  There will be 
trophies and cash prizes for the winners. 

Burns Night  Congratulations 
to the Scouts and Explorer 
Scouts of the 1st Braemar Scout 
Group who organised a very 
successful traditional Burns  
Supper in the Village Hall on 
22nd January.  Fraser Wood 
piped in the haggis and Cameron Lawrence  
addressed it; the immortal memory was skilfully 
delivered by Fergus Wood.  Other speeches and 
Burns poems were delivered by the Explorer 
scouts and additional musical entertainment was 
provided by Ellie McLaren and Andy Turner.  
Over 70 folk attended and the raffle raised some 
£500 which the scouts themselves decided to  
donate to the flood fund in Ballater.  
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Volunteering opportunities at Mar Lodge  
Estate 

 
 
 
 

Are you interested in getting your hands dirty helping out 
with practical conservation work in the fresh air and beautiful 
surroundings?  We are always looking for volunteers to help 
out with various tasks such as tree planting, fence removal, 
species monitoring etc at Mar Lodge Estate. You can 
volunteer on a regular basis or we can give you a ring when 
we have a specific task which needs extra hands to  
complete. There is normally tea and cake on offer!  
 

For more information please contact Shaila Rao 
srao@nts.org.uk or Paul Bolton pbolton@nts.org.uk  

Bible Book Club 
  
 Have you ever wondered what 
the Bible is really all about, but have 
never known where to start?  You 
might be interested in the Bible 
Book Club which has started up in 
Braemar. 
 Each week we read a set  
section in the New Testament using 
a new edition Bible, specially  
designed to make it easy to read, 
and which includes background  
information on the history and  
culture of the times to help with the 
interpretation of 
the passage.  
Then we meet to 
talk about it.  
We’ve had some 
thought-
provoking  
discussions and 
a few surprises! 
 A new group will be starting 
after Easter, so if you are interested, 
give me a phone on  �41132 
 

Lesley Taylor 

Crathie Opportunity Holidays: Firstly, our thoughts 
are with all those in Upper Deeside affected by the recent 
catastrophic flood. The communities have shown spirit and 
resilience in coping with the immediate emergency and now 
in helping those who are still affected. This is the spirit which 
we at COH have seen over the last 14 years with the 
tremendous help we receive in running our holiday cottages 
for people with disabilities. 
One of our cottages was slightly flooded during the storm 
and we had to evacuate a family on the morning of the flood. 
Luckily, they were due to depart that day. Although they had 
an unfortunate and abrupt end to their holiday, they were 
very understanding and are returning later this year. The 
damage to the cottage was minimal and, thanks to the hard 
work of our staff, it’s now back in operation. We have 
already welcomed our first guests for 2016 and  look forward 
to a busy season.  
We are an affiliated charity of Run Balmoral in April and  
have places available in the 10k and 5k races. For more info 
please contact our Manager, Maggie MacAlpine, on 013397 
42100.  
Understandably, people will be busy this year but, if you 
have any spare time, we would be delighted to welcome you 
as a Friend of COH to help with our gardening group, coffee 
mornings or fundraising events. 
As always, thank you to all our local friends and supporters. 

A Sewing Machine 
has been kindly donated 
anonymously for use by 
anyone in Braemar.  If 
you need to borrow it please 
contact Stella Chandler � 41294  

CNPA has been collating 
information on the scale of the 
damage to the public infrastructure 
caused by Storm Frank in Deeside. 
This includes 15 bridges damaged 
or destroyed, nearly 8km of path 
damaged or destroyed with gates, 
fencing and signage all needing 
replaced.The main thing is for 
businesses and homes to recover 
from the flood but tourism is such an 
important part of the offer in 
Deeside, with the path network 
being integral to that. The CNPA 
along with Aberdeenshire Council 
will be submitting all this information 
to Scottish Government and is 
looking at how we can work with 
communities to get the network fully 
back up and running.     

mailto:srao@nts.org.uk
mailto:pbolton@nts.org.uk
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The recent floods - just how unusual?   Katy Fennema 
 

“...the most appalling quality of water is its strength. I love its flash and gleam, its music, its pliancy 
and grace, its slap against my body; but I fear its strength”   Nan Shepherd, The Living Mountain. 
   

 For many people in Braemar, 2015 ended on a horrifying note as the River Dee and Clunie 
swept towards our homes.  Just how unusual a note was it?  I have always been fascinated by the 
Dee, the only river I have ever spotted with a source on a map. The Wells of Dee appear at 4000 feet 
on the plateau of Braeriach, emerging from a number of pools.  This small stream gradually gathers 
speed and intensity over an easterly course of nearly 88 miles until it reaches Aberdeen, a journey it 
has made for 10,000 years.  Along its way, it is joined by 17 major tributaries, gathering enough  
drinking water to supply all of Aberdeen and half of Aberdeenshire. 
 On the 3rd August, 1829, north east Scotland recorded the most catastrophic flood in modern 
UK history.  The Muckle Spate swept away farms and leeched the nutrients from the soil causing 
long-term damage.  Eight people lost their lives and 289 families were left destitute, with losses for 
estate owners valued at over £3 million at today’s prices.  The flood was prompted by a slow moving 
depression in the Moray Firth, producing an erratic northerly wind over the mountains.  In Huntly, 
95mm of rain fell in 24 hours, 30mm more than we saw on the 30th December 2015.  Our knowledge 
of the Muckle Spate is helped considerably by the accounts of Sir Thomas Dick Lauder and is verified 
by the Inverness Courier.  He reports that a flood changed the course of the Quoich water (no change 
there then!) and created a lochan that remained long enough to be illustrated on the 1869 six inch 
map. 
 The one remaining family from Tonnagaoithe, on the north bank of the Dee near White Bridge, 
was forced out of their home that night.  Tonnagaoithe is translated officially as the bottom of the 
wood, or as the locals called it, “winny erse”.   Sir Thomas reported that “the river surrounded the 
house on the night of the 3rd with such rapidity, that husband, the wife and seven or eight children had 
barely time to escape by wading”.  The event almost certainly prompted the clearing of many families 
from the area, as the surrounding land was no longer viable for growing crops and the Dee had taken 
many homes with it. 
 The Dee then carried on its course, destroyed the Linn of Dee bridge, and the Mar Lodge and 
Linn of Quoich bridges.  The Bridge of Dee old road was entirely covered, with levels of 15 feet higher 
than average, and in Banchory levels rose 27 feet above their normal level.  The night was witnessed 
by a six year old David Grant who wrote a poem about the night twenty years later. 
 

‘An then for four-an-twenty hours 
There followed a doonfa 
The like o’ which, sin Noah’s flood 
The warl’ never saw.’ 

 

Was he right?  Well, unfortunately we have few records of flooding events prior to the Muckle Spate, 
although we know the first Ballater bridge was swept away by flooding in 1799, followed by its second 
bridge in the Muckle Spate.  There are also records of flooding in 1839, 1877, 1920, 1928, and of 
course, 2014.  In December 2015 we experienced 191% of average monthly rainfall, and with land 
already saturated from November, it made a solid impact on the River Dee.  The Dee monitoring  
station at Polhollick, Ballater recorded its highest level since records began in 1975 - against an  
average of 0.69metres it reached 3.219m on 30th December.  Our best indicator for comparing this 
against previous inundations is the flood marker near Invercauld House (see photographs page 6).  
The plaque at the top of this stone marks the spot that the Dee reached in 1829.  In 2015 eyewitness 
accounts report the Dee approaching the same level.  Overall it seems Braemar got off fairly lightly on 
30th December 2015 - unlike our unfortunate friends and neighbours in Ballater.  We wish them all the 
best and a swift recovery. 
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Photographs relating to the 
flooding caused by Storm 
Frank December 2015. 
 
1 The stone marking the height 

attained by the Muckle Spate 
1829.  The marker is directly in 
front of Invercauld House but 
visible from the A93 

2 The inscription on the Muckle 
Spate stone ‘Height of flood 4th 
August 1829 VIII o’clock     
morning’ 

3 The same stone photographed 
at the height of the flood on Dec 
30th 

4 Society Bridge over the River 
Clunie, Dec 30th 

5 Rev Ken McKenzie returning 
from Sunday service in Brae-
mar, walking over the Auld Brig 
O’ Dee (the ‘new’ Brig O’ Dee 
being closed for repair) Jan 3rd 

6 The road opposite Braemar 
Castle Dec 30th 

7 Braemar Castle Dec 30th 
8 The Linn Of Dee road Dec 30th - 

transformed by new waterfalls! 
9 Balnellan, Dec 30th 
 
Thankyou to everyone who sent 
in photos.  The Buzzard team 
have tried their best to choose a 
representative selection (a difficult 
task).  The poor weather didn’t do 
any favours for the photography 
but hopefully these shots provide 
a reminder of what the ’Muckle 
Spate’ of 2015 was like.   
 
Photos above courtesy of: Simon 
Blackett; Magali Brat; Anne Harper;  
Alastair Robertson. 

6 

7 

8 9 
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Where did that saying come from?! (with a ‘weather’ theme...) 

 

Raining Cats and Dogs  Meaning ’rain very heavily’.  In the sixteenth century there 
used to be a popular expression ‘with cat and dog’ that was used of a disaster and meant 
‘completely and utterly’.  A downpour reminiscent of a flood might thus have become 
known as a rain ‘with cat and dog’. 

It never rains but it pours  Meaning ‘when troubles come, they come one after another.’  This 
expression is thought to trace back to an advert by the Morton Salt Company in 1911 who developed a 
breakthrough in table salt technology by adding magnesium carbonate to the salt to prevent it clumping 
when damp.  Their catchy slogan for the new salt was ‘When it rains, it (i.e. the salt) pours’.  
On cloud nine Meaning ‘ecstatically happy’.  Thought to derive from the terminology of the US 
Weather Bureau.  Just as a wind may be force five or an earthquake measure seven on the Richter 
scale, cloud nine is that which reaches to 30,000 to 40,000 feet i.e. very high 
As right as rain Meaning ‘to feel completely well again’.  A saying first recorded in 1894 in Britain 
where rainy weather is a normal fact of life, rain is perceived as good as essential for growth.  

Paws for Thought by Richard Baker 

Name:   Nell 
Breed:   Border Collie 
Age:  nine-ish 

 

I’ve been a resident of Braemar since 2006.  I 
live with my new family on Collies Brae. In 
the past, I lived on Castleton Terrace but 
sadly my original owners became too ill to 
look after me.  I like hill walking and any 
game which involves finding sticks  
although I’m not as good as my cousin  
Coollie - he could carry five sticks or three 
tennis balls at once!  When I’m in the garden 
I like playing with the frisbee that my master 
throws for me.  I can wrap him round my right 
paw with my “hard done by” look and he even 
calls me “your majesty”… sometimes. 
 I’m not keen on bagpipes and when I 
hear them playing I find a dark corner to hide. 
I like the ukulele, fiddle, penny whistle and 
the Bodhran which is just as well because my 
master and his friends seem to play them all 
the time….I’m also going a bit deaf…..I  
wonder why? 
 I’ve got lots of friends that I play with 
while I’m out walking. Braemar is a great 
place to live if you’re a Collie.  

 Braemar Golf Club 
Michael Holley  
 A year has gone by since I 
wrote my first article for the  
Buzzard on behalf of the Golf Club 
and how quickly that year has 
flown by.  The floods at the  
beginning of January thankfully 
didn’t cause too much damage to 
the course and with a bit of hard 
work and weather on our side we 
will be up and going for the beginning of the season.  
 A number of improvement projects are planned 
both in the clubhouse and on the course over the 
next couple of years so more than ever it’s an  
exciting time to be part of Braemar Golf Club.  We 
are always on the lookout for new members. Wheth-
er you have played golf before or not at all we have 
a range of playing memberships to suit.  If you would 
like to know more, please send me an email at club-
housemanager@braemargolfclub.co.uk and I’ll be de-
lighted to assist you. 
 I am pleased to announce that subscription 
fees have been frozen for 2016 which means our 
social membership for just £10 is even better value. 
(We had over 140 of you last year, can we match or 
beat that this season?) This gives you access to the 
Clubhouse where you will benefit from reduced pric-
es on food and drink throughout the year.  Our So-
cial Events proved successful last year and we hope 
to have a calendar of events put together for the 
start of the season.  Ever thought about holding your 
meeting or event at the golf club?  Contact 
myself for more information. 
 The Golf Club officially opens for the season 
on Saturday 2nd April but weather permitting we 
hope to be open earlier.  Keep an eye out on our Fa-
cebook Page or your email for further details.  We 
look forward to seeing you all again in 2016.  

mailto:clubhousemanager@braemargolfclub.co.uk
mailto:clubhousemanager@braemargolfclub.co.uk
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St Margaret’s Update Pete Mulvey 
 

Work to repair the roof of the Lightfoot Aisle is 
now nearing completion and we are looking forward to 
seeing the building free from the temporary steel   
propping which has for so long restricted access 
around the accommodation and created a visual     
barrier between it and the main performance area. 

We can now announce that our application for 
incorporation as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated  
Organisation (SCIO) has been successful and that 
‘The St Margarets Trust SCIO Braemar’ is now        
registered under the Charities and Trustee Investment 
(Scotland) Act.  This organisation will now be responsible for the strategic planning of the project 
and will delegate the task of delivering the work to the St Margaret’s Operational Group. 

At present the membership of both of these groups is the same but we are now actively 
seeking new members with the skills and experience which we will need to move the project on to 
the next stage of development.  The current Trustees and Office Bearers are: Chairman - Mr Brian 
Wood; Treasurer - Dave Chandler; Trustees - Rev Kenneth MacKenzie, Colin Wight and Pete   
Mulvey 

Now that SMT is a free-standing, independent entity it was felt appropriate for us to leave 
the financial and legal umbrella of Braemar Community Ltd. and we wish to record our gratitude to 
them for the help and support which we have received.   

A local contractor has recently been appointed to install a new and greatly improved heating 
system into the building and the work is due to be completed by the end of March which will enable 
us to move forward with an exciting and varied programme of events for the year.  Our first     
scheduled concert is to be held on 21st May but we have now been told that, for legal reasons, we 
are not yet able to publicise details of the event - but we are very excited about those who will be in 
attendance! 

 UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT 
 

BAR OPENING 
HOURS (WINTER) 

 
MONDAY-

SATURDAY 4PM – 
11PM SUNDAY                 
4PM – 10PM 

 
RESTAURANT       

MONDAY–
SATURDAY            

6PM – 8.30PM    
SUNDAY - CLOSED 

(PLEASE BOOK 
BEFORE 12PM 

SAME DAY) 
 

CHAPEL BRAE 
TEL: 41244 

From the 15th January the 
Moorfield House Hotel changed 
ownership to the Mason Family 
with the help of the Graysmiths! 
Grant & Maria Mason have moved 
to Braemar from Newcastle with 
kids Brandon & Jay and our 2 
Dachshunds. Along with us Helen 
and Martin (Grant’s Mum & Step-
Dad) have also made the move 
North to live in this wonderful 
Scottish Village. 
We aim to run the Moorfield as a 
friendly family hotel, bar and 
restaurant serving hearty 
homemade food open to all. 
Free Pickup / Drop Off Service 
Available for senior citizens if you 
are coming for a meal or a  night 
in the Bar,  Please ring the hotel 
for  more info. 

  Crathie Opportunity Holidays  

is hosting an Open Day on 

Disabled Access Day 

12th March 2016 

Come along between  
11am - 3pm  

for coffee and home-bakes 
 

Have a look 
round  and see 

our new Biomass 
Heating System 

and new 
Reception Office 

 
All Welcome 

For more info: 
Tel: 42100 
www.disabledaccessday.com 
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There’s lots happening ... 

Knitter Knatter 
 
Meets every Tuesday in The 
Bothy from 2-4 pm.  All  
welcome to drop in and come 
along to knit, crotchet, sew... or just natter 
over a cuppa!  £2 contribution  
towards tea and coffees.  Tuition, wool and 
pins available!  This year we’re also making 
fish and other marine life for the Deeside 
Knitwits October installation ‘Bringing the 
Sea to the Mountains’.  To find out more  
contact Rosy at rosyathome@btinternet.com 
or visit the Deeside Knitwits Facebook page. 

Keep Fit 
 
Meets every Monday 
and Thursday from 6.00 
- 6.45pm in Braemar 
School (enter from the 
back door).  Bring a mat for the floor exercis-
es, a bottle of water and two small hand 
weights if you have them.  Cost is £1 a ses-
sion.  More information from Susie �41382 

Music Scene 
 
The traditional musicians 
(the Blaeberries) meet 
weekly on a Monday 
7:30pm at the Moorfield  
Hotel and currently feature guitar, bodhran, 
fiddles and whistles.  
 
The choir (Wheest) meet every Sunday  
7.15 pm at Castleton Hall singing Scottish, 
Modern and Classical songs.  
 
The Ukuele players (G7) meet at the  
Moorfield Hotel 7.30 pm on Friday strum-
ming and singing along to a wide genre of 
music. 
 
All groups have supported many local events 
over the last year and always welcome new 
members.  All that’s required is a willingness 
to practice and learn so come along and try 
the group that you think might be for you.  All 
are welcome.  For contacts see the Buzzard 
web site ‘Regular Events’ page. 

SWI Meets once a month on a Thursday evening.  
The next meeting is on Thurs 18th February at the 
Golf Club @ 7.30pm ‘Fake or Fortune’ in the style of 
the Antiques roadshow with David and Karen Hamp-
son.   Guests are welcome @ £3, members £2 - 
which covers supper.  For more information  
�Marilyn 41225 
 The SWI’s Santa Ramble in December was 
well supported with over 90 Santas and more than a 
few dogs!  Profits from the event were £660 which 
has been split between the children’s play park pro-
ject and the over 60s Christmas lunch.  Thanks to 
Aileen for the warming soup, Dorothy for the bread, 
and the Co-op for the mince pies.  January’s meeting  
celebrated all things Scottish with performances from 
the Blaeberries, Wheest, G7, Doug Anderson (on 
mouth organ) and Calan Daniels (on chanter).  An 
excellent evening at the golf club.  

Braemar Local History Group 
Meets monthly on Sunday evenings in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  The next open evening will be on 
Sunday 21st February.  This will be a talk by Tom 
Kelly about his collection of over 200 unique Post 
Cards showing views of bygone Braemar and of the 
surrounding district.  This talk follows the Group’s 
AGM starting at 7.00pm, to which all interested  
villagers are welcome.   For more information about 
the group visit their webpage www.braemarlhg.com 

Book Clubs  There are 3 book clubs meeting 
monthly in Braemar - BBC1, Chapter 2 and  
Dust Jackets (but always room for one more!)  The  
library service lends out sets of books for book clubs 
so it’s easy to all obtain and read the same books at 
little cost!  Meantime, the library outlet, at the Tourist 
Information Centre in the Mews, is providing a great 
service.  Open every day.  The book choice is  
admittedly limited by the size of the book cupboard 
but the helpful staff will order in any book that you 
request.  If you haven’t go a current library  
membership - pop in and join today!   

How to find out what else is going on?  
Details of local clubs/groups plus a calendar of 
events can be found on the Buzzard webpage at 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Other good sources of information are: 
 www.braemarscotland.co.uk 
 www.facebook.com/visitbraemar 
 and of course ...the village noticeboards! 
 

To promote an activity on this page - please email 
the Buzzard at info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
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Braemar Castle News 
 The Castle may be closed but the work doesn’t stop 
and we’re storming ahead with planning and preparation 
for the season.  Starring in our marketing this year are the 
Torrance family, appearing on the front of the 2016 
brochure and in other advertising features (thanks again 
to John Macpherson for the photography).  We now know 
that our highest numbers of non-English speaking visitors 
are German.  After the success of the introduction of the 
audio guides last season, we have decided to go ahead 
and commission a German version.  
 Simon Blackett and Maureen Kelly have been  
beavering away in the Invercauld archives and have 
turned up some fascinating fresh information about the 
castle.  Maureen has created a detailed time-line of castle 
residents and visitors   The list reads like a Who’s Who of 
the aristocracy, politics and Royalty.  Braemar was clearly 
the place to spend the season.  Maureen’s work will be 
included in our new website which is under construction 
as well as giving fresh stories for us to tell in the Castle. 
 Our exhibition this year, Cairngorm Gems, is being 
curated by Roy Starkey who created the Farquharson 
Mineral Collection display from the un-catalogued boxes 
of stones we inherited.  2016 is the year of Innovation, Architecture and Design and the exhibition will 
focus on the designs created by Scottish Lapidaries and Jewellers from our local semi-precious 
stone, the Cairngorm.  If you have a piece of jewellery you would be willing to lend for the season, 
we’d be delighted to hear from you. 
 As we build towards creating a full Conservation Plan for the Castle, we have enlisted the help 
of Younger Conservation of Scone and have received funding for a Conservation intern, Fiona  
Wain.  Fiona will be with us one day a week for 6 months and is focussing on monitoring and  
controlling, pests, humidity and light.  She is also helping to create a detailed inventory of Castle  
Contents.  Easter is early this year and the castle will re-open on Saturday, 26th March.  Remember, 
free entry for members of Braemar Community Ltd.  

Messy Church 
Braemar and Crathie Church invite all primary 
aged school children to attend Messy Easter. 
This is a follow on 
event from the very 
successful summer 
club of last year and 
also Messy Harvest 
and Messy Christmas.  
The event is on for 2 
hours from 10am – 12noon on Saturday 26th 
March in Braemar Village Hall.  There will be 
crafts, songs, stories, games and a drink and 
snack are also included.  The event is free to all 
children of primary school age.  Come along and 
have fun! 

School News 
 The pupils recently 
held a very well received 
Burns Assembly.  All the 
children contributed  
something whether it was 
a song, poem or art;  there 
was also some dancing.  
 The children are having their ski week 
at Glenshee starting 29th February all primary  

4-7 are attending.   
 On 26th February 
the school Rag Bag  
collection point is being 
emptied, this makes 
money for the school.  If 
anyone has any old 
clothes, bed linen, towels 
or curtains, please  
donate to the school 

before this date.  If the Rag Bag bin is full 
please leave in the shelter shed out of school 
hours or to the office during school time. 



Whats on in and around your village? 
Date Event 
Feb 18 Th SWI - Fake or Fortune, 7.30pm, Golf Club  

Feb 21st Sun Braemar Local History Group (BLHG) Talk -  Braemar as seen 
in Postcards.  7.30pm Village Hall.  Open to all - preceded by 
AGM at 7.00 pm 

Feb 25 Th Funding Forum Ballater Victoria & Albert Halls 6.45 - 9.00 pm 

Mar 14 Mon   Lent Study Group - meets fortnightly through Lent.  Info Lesley 
Taylor �41132 

Mar 17 Th SWI - Alzheimers’ Scotland 

Mar 19 Sat Play park Coffee Morning, Village Hall 10am - 1 pm 

Mar 20 Sun BLHG Talk -  Invercauld Estate during WW2.  7.30pm Village 
Hall  

Mar 25 Fri Interdenominational Walk with the Cross starting at St An-
drew’s RC Church Braemar at 3pm 

Mar 25 Fri Charlie Denny departs on the School Run UK to Gambia. 
Can anyone help with donations of school equipment, 
children’s clothing or monetary donations?   The charity 
is Shine Africa.  More info on how to donate at 
www.theschoolrun-uktothegambia.co.uk  

Mar 26 Sat Braemar Castle re-opens for the season 

Mar 27 Sun Easter Day Open Air Service at Kindrochit Castle 8.00 am; 
Joint service at Crathie Kirk 11.30am 

Mar 27 Sun Mar Lodge Estate - Easter Egg Hunt   Cost £3 per hunt.  Runs 
between 10 am and 4pm.  More info �013397 20163 

April 2 Sat Official opening of season at Braemar Golf Club 

April 17 Sun BLHG Talk -  The Uplands of Mar.  7.30pm Village Hall 

April 21 Th SWI - AGM 

Apr 22 Fri Braemar News Group AGM Moorfield Hotel 6 pm   
All welcome 

Apr 23/24 Run Balmoral - info at www.runbalmoral.com/  Online entry 
now open 

April 29 Fri Braemar’s Got Talent, Village Hall   tbc 

May 13/14 Murder Mystery Dinner nights at Braemar Castle 

  
 

 

How to report a road 
fault   

Pot holes, defective 
street lights, empty grit 
bins - all these sorts of 
faults can be reported 
directly online to  
Aberdeenshire Council  
www.aberdeenshire.gov.
uk/report/infrastructure/  
or  phone �03456 
081205 

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 
Wheelie Bins: 

Feb 16th  
Mar 1st  15th  29th 

Apr 12th 26th 
Recycling: 
Feb  23rd  

Mar 8th 22nd 
Apr 5th 19th 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: in-
fo@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Deadline for next edition: April 30th  2016 
 

Website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Adverts: Cost £15.00 per eighth of page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine � 41245 

Slow Mar-
athon  
15-17 Apr 
 

The Deveron Arts Trust 
is organising a 26 mile 
walk along the River 
Deveron.   The event is 
described as an  
endurance events for 
walkers, and a poetic 
act, bringing art and 
walking together.   
Interested?  Then  
contact Deveron Arts in 
Huntly �01466 794 494  
info@deveron-arts.com   
Tickets cost £35 - with 
£10 discount for early 
bookers.  


