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Thank you Braemar Hydro for supporting the cost of the colour cover for this issue 

Braemar Games 

2018  Pictured right, Fern Jolly 

and Esme Evans with posies ready 

for presentation to the Queen and the 

Princess Royal, at the Braemar High-

land Games September 1st .  The 

Queen opened the new centre in the 

park (pictured below).   More about 

the new centre on page 8. 

Please pick 

up a copy but  

do leave a 

donation in 

the box 

The village hall hosted a 

concert by Phil  

Cunningham & Aly Bain 

on the 1st August.  The 

pair charmed a packed 

audience with their  

fantastic music and  

entertaining banter.  

There have been a  

number of excellent  

musical events in the 

village hall over the  

summer - next up is a 

concert by saltfishforty 

on 15th September. 
(Photo courtesy of Colin 

Wight) 

Celebrating Summer 2018! 

Photo courtesy of 

John Macpherson 
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Dorothy Ramsay  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacKay  

013397 41245.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page.  Commercial event listing £5 (subject to space). 
 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together with 

the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on our 

website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies are 

delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery, the ’Speciality Shop’ and the 

newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard is funded by 

advertising and donations - donation tins are at all 

these outlets for any very welcome contribution  

towards costs.   

Community Update: 
 
Scout Group - Volunteers 
sought  Following 12 years of 
commitment to Scouting during 
which Fiona helped to set up the 
first Beaver Colony in the village, 
before spending time as leaders of 
the Scouts and Explorers, Fiona and Jim Wood 
have decided to hang up their woggles.  If this 
successful part of village life is to continue to 
provide a focus for young people it needs at least 
two new volunteer adults to come forward  - can 
you help?  Training and support is provided for all 
volunteers.  For more information please contact  
Jim Wood 41527 

St Andrews Church laid on afternoon teas 
during July and August.  The teas were held for two 
reason, first as a social get together for a cuppa 
and a chat, second to raise funds for new heating 
and decoration for the church (so any donations 
made will go towards this).  We raised £615 and 
are grateful to all who came along, donated baking 
and donated toward funds.  Teas will continue once 
per month during the winter - watch for information.  
 St Andrews hosted a small garden party for 
ADP (Alcohol and Drug Partnership) on Saturday 
25th August.  As well as alcohol free punch, fine 
pieces & a BBQ, entertainment included a cooking 
demonstration, lawn games and live music (from 
the ukulele group and Brian Casey on accordion). 
 
Braemar & Crathie Church   Messy Church 
has proved very popular with all ages at all our 
events throughout the year.  We are now 
expanding to monthly get togethers.  Messy 
Church is aimed at families and friends of all ages 
from 0 –100!  Anyone is welcome.  Each event 
usually includes a Bible story, crafts, activities and 
games for all to join in.  At the end of each event 
there is a chance to share a meal together, this 
next time will be in the form of afternoon tea.  
Forthcoming dates for ‘Messy’ events are Oct 6 & 
Nov 3, 2.30 - 4pm in Castleton Hall. 
 
Wood Recyclability - is a social enterprise 
based at Pitmedden and makes recycled wood 
products with a work staff that includes trainees 
with autism, downs syndrome or brain damage 
problems.  Waste wood is collected and processed 
into garden furniture, fencing, and wildlife products.  
They have now launched an online shop, take a 
look at www.shopwood.co.uk 
 
Hold a tea and talk to mark World Mental 
Health Day on 10th October.  Free resources 
available online from the Mental Health Foundation 
- visit the website www.mentalhealth.rog.uk and 
search for ‘tea and talk’.  

 

 

 Letters to the Editor 

Dear Buzzard    Perhaps within the 

village I am not alone by being  

completely stunned by not having  

Radio contact with the outside World.  Since NECR 

Radio went ‘off air’ I now have an expensive  

redundant Radio System.  I find it difficult to  

comprehend in this technological world that I cannot 

access any radio on my radio.  Could there be a  

solution waiting by creating our very own Braemar 

Radio on 97.1 ?  What do you think?  

 

Dear Buzzard     I realise that the Braemar Games 

are popular - but so popular that I have to be warned 

about the danger of queuing traffic weeks before the 

event?  If the road signs have to be in place so early, 

could they not be covered over until just before the 

event? -  these signs must have confused a lot of  

visitors. 
(Names and addresses of letter writers supplied.) 

 

Do you have a question/comment that you would 

like to share with others? - or a response to the 

letters above?  Send these to the editor.   Names 

and addresses must be supplied.   Letters are 

printed subject to Editor’s discretion and space. 
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

 
 Affordable housing continues to be a big 

priority for me and I am currently working with the 

CNPA, the council and some of the community 

(including a representative of the community 

council) to see what we might deliver here in 

Braemar. 

 Parking is still a huge issue for us all and I am 

extremely grateful for all the help being given to the 

village by Belinda Miller, the council’s Head of 

Economic Development and her colleague Martin 

Hall from Parking who have spent considerable 

time talking to people here and are drawing up a 

funding bid to try and solve some of the problems.  

  Plans for the 

new bridge at 

Gairnshiel continue 

apace and there 

should be firm 

design principles for 

the bridge structure, 

look and 

surroundings by the end of October.   The new 

bridge will hopefully be opened in late summer 

2021.  Unfortunately, some drivers continue to 

abuse the weight limit; one bus driver said he had 

been using the bridge for thirty years and would 

continue to use it - in complete defiance of the law 

and with no regard whatsoever for the area’s 

economy or even the Grade 1 bridge!  Well I have 

news for him - and for everyone else who damages 

the bridge however superficially - the life span of 

the bridge for vehicles can now be counted in 

years, not decades.  More cumulative damage 

could force closure at any time as clearly the 

council cannot risk a collapse.  Cameras are to be 

installed and prosecutions WILL take place!  

 As always I am here to TRY to help... do get 

in touch.    

 Following the June 2018 AGM, the members 

of the BCC are as follows:  Alasdair Colquhoun - 

Chair; Shaila Daniels - Treasurer; Trevor Garlick -  

Secretary; David Sherrard -  Planning Liaison; Aimi 

Blueman; Samantha Tait; Jayne Watson; Elliot 

Perkins.  More members would be welcome and 

the public are invited to the meetings - third  

Monday of the month, every other month, the next 

two dates being October 15th and December 17th.  

Unless otherwise notified, meetings are in the  

Primary School commencing 7pm. 

 Current issues under discussion include:  the 

car and coach parking in the village; possible 

speed restrictions on the A93 and a village 

‘twenty's plenty’; recycling points; changes to rural 

GP contracts; A2B dial-a-bus service (see below). 

 To get in touch with the BCC either contact 

one of the BCC members or  

Email: braemarccsecretary@outlook.com 

 Deeside A2B Dial a 
Bus Service 

 
 People may have 

heard that there is a move 
from Aberdeenshire Council 

to remove the current service and try to replace it 
with a Volunteer Service using the B R D minibus; 
this move is ongoing and being monitored by our 

Local Councillors (Geva Blackett and Paul 
Gibbs. )   However I feel it may be of interest  for 

the Community to know how to use the current 
service which is not widely publicised...read on 

below.  
Alasdair Colquhoun, Chair BCC 

 

 Aberdeenshire council's A2B dial-a-bus  

services provides low floor wheelchair-accessible 

door-to-door transport for people who have  

mobility difficulties.  The driver will help you on and 

off the bus and give you a ‘lift’ with shopping to 

your door step.  The service is also open to people 

who live in areas with limited access to  

conventional public transport. This includes those 

who struggle to use normal public transport due to 

disability, infirmity or those who have limited  

access to other means of transport.  The bus has 

no set route so has the ability to deviate to pick up 

passengers who live off the beaten track. 

 The service leaves the village at  

approximately 10.30 am every second Tuesday,  

travels through to Ballater (11am) and Aboyne 

(11.20am) to Banchory (Morrisons supermarket 

12.15pm).  It then leaves Morrisons (1.30pm) and 

drops off at Tesco (1.40pm) leaving Tescos for the 

return journey at 2.45pm, travelling via Morrisons 

(2.50pm) and back up the valley to Braemar 

(arriving approx. 4.30pm).  In order to travel you 

must register to become a member this can be 

done by contacting 01467 535333.  All trips 

must be  

pre-booked. Phone for more information or  

Email  a2bdialabus@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
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So many shops…shopping in Auchendryne in the 1950s  
Alison Grant MacKintosh 
 
 Three grocers, baker, butcher, 
shoe repairer - in the 1950s there 
was plenty of choice in Braemar.  
Today the buildings are all still there 
- but what’s happened to the things 
these shops used to sell?  Let’s take 
a stroll through the village around 
1955, shopping basket in hand. 
 Starting in Chapel Brae, the 
house called Philibeg Cottage opens 
right on to the road and was  
obviously a shop.  Alistair and  
Agnes Grant ran it as a newsagent,  
tobacconist, sweet shop and barber, 
it was known as ‘Johnny 
Grant’s’ (after Alistair’s father).   
Agnes was a striking figure with her 
white hair, a bit stained with nicotine, and her scarlet lipstick.   Mary Morgan remembers delivering  
newspapers, and that Agnes admired Mary’s hair and liked to comb it.  Alistair was losing his sight, and 
John Duff remembers him as a scary barber.  The sweet shop was dangerously close to the school on 
Chapel Brae, and sold cheap garish sweets.  Sugar cigarettes and liquorice pipes were popular - well, it 
was a tobacconist after all.  Down the brae to Haggart’s (Taste), although not many of us were able to 
shop there.  High quality with prices to match.  Doreen Wood remembers working there as a summer job, 
and says it was never very busy.  Haggart’s sold tweed and cashmere, and tailored estate keepers’ outfits.  
Their quality was top class.  I still have a lovely Haggart’s tartan blanket which was a 21st birthday present 
from Doreen’s parents. 
 Bell’s antique shop (Braemar Gallery) was beyond the budget of even most visitors.  It was a 
branch of a much larger shop in Aberdeen.  Once on the way home from school I saw a royal car outside, 
and waited to see what would happen.  The Queen Mother came out and chatted to me, like a lovely  
granny.  The lane to the right of Bell’s, now closed off, was a handy short cut to Elsie Miller’s dairy.  Elsie 
was a character - kind in a rough way, fearlessly outspoken.  She sold milk and little packets of salted 
peanuts.  I think that was all. 
 Doreen’s father, Bill Petrie, made retail history in the village.  He set up a caravan at the park gates 
in 1952, selling tea, coffee and ice cream - the first person to sell ice cream in Braemar. 
 On to the first of the grocers, Collie’s (The Highlander).  This is a good moment to point out that 
whatever the council may think, the road going down beside it was never called Cairnadrochit Drive.  Its 
real name is Collie’s Brae.  Collie’s was an outpost of an elegant grocery emporium in Union Street in  
Aberdeen.  The Braemar branch could smell enticingly of ground coffee, but didn’t seem to sell many of 
the daily staples.  This bothered my mother, who believed one should spend equally in all three grocers.  
This was difficult in Collie’s.  Luckily they sold a delicious iced sponge cake called a butter square, and we 
had butter squares often in an attempt to achieve a fair spend. 
 Gordon’s Bakery was a spacious shop with gleaming glass-fronted counter displays, and a bake-
house behind it. Their butteries were unrivalled, and Doreen remembers the baker Eric Garland handing 
them out to frozen scholars waiting for the 6.50am bus to school in Banchory.  The entrances to the  
bakery and the post office were beautifully designed as complementary angled doorways, although the 
effect is a bit lost now.  The present entrance to the Co-op is where the Post Office entrance was, leading 
into a long narrow shop where the terrifying Ma Porter presided.  Talking to people for this article, I’ve 
learned at last that I wasn’t the only child who was terrified of her.  There were two postal deliveries a day. 
Our favourite postie was Postie Maggie, who loved animals and went out with her pockets stuffed with 
buns and biscuits for the local dogs.  If you were waiting for an urgent letter, or wanted to get in early for a 
birthday or Christmas present, you could go up a ramp and collect it after school from a hatch.  The ramp 
is still there. 
 Next door, with a central entrance now boarded up, Hendry’s sold all the daily staples. Tins,  
packets, fruit and vegetables, flour and sugar weighed into paper bags. The late Mrs Farquharson joined 
the queue in Hendry’s like everybody else.  One day she sampled the fruit and began encouraging  
everyone “You must try these grapes!   Have one, they’re delicious!’”  At the far end of the shop, Isobel 
Stammers sold haberdashery.  Wool, sewing materials, blouses, underwear, socks - Isobel saved us 
many a long trek to Aberdeen by producing what was needed. 
 These were the Auchendryne shops.  In those days the Mews was just a tumbledown eyesore in the 
centre of the village.  Next issue, we’ll head across the bridge, to meet the other shopkeepers of  
Castleton. 

Braemar shops around 1956.  Right 
to left, Hendry's, the post office, 
Gordon’s bakery, Gordon's tearoom, 
Collie's 
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BALDIE CORNER  

by Bert McAndrew, Braemar  
 

 

Someone named it Baldie  
Corner 
 A name which fits quite well 
 But why it fits and where it is 
 I hardly need to tell 
There, wise and prosperous 
gentlemen 
 Have well established shops 
 They’re so obliging and polite 
 For they know all the ropes 
Yet, sad to say prosperity 
 Has ruined their good looks 
 Since they have scratched out 
all their hair 
 When balancing their books 
The weaver in his weaving 
shop 
 With goods of every style 
 Queues often stretching from 
his door 
 A quarter of a mile 
While he beside his counter 
stands 
 Supplying each demand 
 But as for hair upon is head 
 There’s not a single strand 
The Jeweller in his jewel shop 
 Is also doing well 
 With lots of gold and silver 
goods 
 And valuables for sale 
Postcards with all the local 
views 
 And dinky souvenirs 
 But like the squirrel when  
winter comes 
 Always disappears 

He likes the little pinch of snuff 
 He puts inside his nose 
 But no more hair upon his head 
 Than I have on my toes 
Next door to him, the  
Chemist’s shop 
 With cures for every ill 
 You mention what your trouble 
is 
 He’ll hand you out a pill 
He sells cosmetics of all 
brands 
 To all the pretty ladies 
 And he sells perfume and hair 
oil 
 To all the boy teddies 
But this is what I’d like to know 
 Has he been dark or fair 
 It is so very hard to tell 
 For he has got no hair 
The Butcher in his butcher’s 
shop 
 The man we need the most 
 For he supplies the Sunday 
joint 
 The steak, the stew or roast 
You merely tell him what you 
want 
He’ll cut you off a slice 
But when he had to buy a pram 
His beef went up in price 
A very pleasant chap he is 
And not too much to say 
But you can hear him smile, 
although 
You’re fifty yards away 
He likes to please his  
customers 
 He’ll ask you, fat or lean 
 Yet he has got as bald a head 
 As I have ever seen 

The Grocer in his grocer’s shop 
 The man of untold wealth 
 One look around and you will see 
 A fortune on each shelf 
He sells the honey from his bee 
 Shortbread and caber rock 
 He has got almost anything 
 You like to ask, in stock 
He sells the ices of the cream 
 All spirits, beer and wine 
 Has shops at Crathie, Ballater 
 And also at Aboyne (Abine) 
He’ll take you round and show to 
you 
 Gas cookers, pots and pans 
 Or he may ask you if you’ll buy 
 Bee skips or caravans 
He’ll shake your hand and say 
goodbye 
 Politely raise his cap 
 Then you will see a head as bare 
 As any bakers’ bap 
And now to all those gentlemen 
 I do apologise 
 For mentioning they have no hair 
 Between them and the skies 
The scratching is all over now 
 They have not any cares 
 For now they’re all within the 
group 
 Of multi-millionaires. 
 
Tom Pickford - The Weaver 
Walter Randle - The Jeweller; 
J. Esslemont - The Butcher 
Geo Strachan - The Grocer 
 
Poem taken from the Braemar 
Local History Group Archives 

The red Strachan’s 

bus makes a delivery 

to Collie’s the Grocer 

c 1952.   
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Photo by Al Hubbard 

Braemar’s Woods Do it Again!  
Angus McNicol 

 Invercauld Estate was presented at this 
year’s Highland Show in June with the  
Woodland Trust Trophy for New Native Woods, 
part of the Scotland’s Finest Woods awards. 
The same award was won by Mar Lodge  
Estate along with the Borders Forest Trust just 
last year.  The award, collected on behalf of 
Invercauld by Angus McNicol and Ian Hill, was 
in recognition of the woodland planting and  
natural regeneration in the Craig Leek and 
Meall Gorm area of the Estate, situated about 
two miles to the north east of Braemar.  Work 
started on the project in 2005 when a new deer 
fence was erected.  Management since then 
has resulted in the planting of 32 hectares (79 
acres) of native tree species including scots pine and both grey and eared willow.  A further 170 hectares 
(420 acres) of scots pine, silver birch, alder, rowan and juniper has also regenerated naturally through 
careful management.  Remarkably, the new woodland edge created (where biodiversity tends to be at its 
greatest) is some 60 kilometres in length - roughly the same distance as Braemar to Dundee as the crow 
flies. 
  One of the key successes of the project has been how woodland conservation, sporting deer  
stalking and public access through a recognised path network have all come together in one place so the 
environment, local economy and a facility for the public have all benefitted.  Invercauld Estate is hoping 
further natural regeneration in the area will develop in the years ahead. 
 
Invercauld Estate recently (Sept 4) held a ‘community consultation’ to garner views on the possible 
development of the two fields opposite the garage and adjacent to the Invercauld Hotel.   In the 
first of three phases of development the construction of 20 houses has been mooted.  If you 
missed the consultation, further information can be obtained from the Invercauld Estate office or 
by contacting Angus McNichol angus@invercauld.estate 

News from the Fife and Invercauld  
Hotels   
Federica Bertolini, federica@thefifearms.com    
(please note new email) 

 
The Fife Arms Update   
 As you may have seen, our designers have started to 
install some of the furniture, artwork and objects that have 
been acquired specially for The Fife.  The construction is now 
entering the final stage and we are working towards an opening 
date in December.   We will be announcing the exact date 
soon.  But in the meantime, please be sure to follow us 
@thefifearms on Instagram or @fifearms on Facebook to be 
among the first to find out the opening date as well as an update on reservations and our plans for the 
festive season.  We also wanted to take this opportunity to thank for your continued support and patience 
during our refurbishment.  We are looking forward to sharing The Fife Arms with the residents of  
Braemar and for you to see the results of all the work that has been going on. 
 

The Invercauld Arms Update  
 As some of you are aware, we will be taking over the management of The Invercauld Arms from 
October.   We are currently working on our plans to develop and enhance the hotel which we will share 
with the community as soon as possible.  We are aware that the bar at the hotel is a popular place for a 
drink.  So I wanted to let you know that from Thursday, October 4th the bar will remain open from  
4pm-11pm every day serving a selection of beers, wines, spirits and soft drinks.   
  

 For any of you, who visited our Bothy during the Gathering, you may have seen some new faces 
manning the bar and the grill.  Over the last few months, we have added a number of new members to 
the team.  Please do feel free to pop into the office if you wish to meet any of new Fife Arms staff. 

Angus McNichol (lft) and Ian Hill (rt) being presented with 

the New Native Woods Trophy at the Highland Show 

mailto:federica@thefifearms.com
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Seeing double of Braemar  by Tom Kelly 

 The photo images of Victorian photographer, George Washington Wilson, are still iconic today more 

than a century after they were first taken.  Many of these marvellous images were taken in and around 

Braemar.  Some were displayed first in the windows then on the hoardings at the Fife Arms Hotel during 

its refurbishment.  

 What, you might ask, is the connection between a Victorian pioneer of photography and a rock  

guitarist, Brian May of Queen?  The answer is stereoscopic photography which was all the rage for 30 

years or so in the 19th century.  Photographers took two almost identical but separate images and  

mounted these on a stereo card.  Viewed through a special device or glasses, the scene leapt into three-

dimensional life.  Wilson was one of the leading exponents and produced many stereo cards for discerning 

and well-heeled customers. 

 Although the images were taken on glass plates, a surprising number of originals have survived and 

are now archived in one of the Special Collections in the University of Aberdeen library (thumbnails of 

which can be viewed online at https://www.abdn.ac.uk/special-collections/george-washington-wilson.php  

The stereo cards also appear in second-hand shops and on eBay. 

 Now there is a more detailed account of Wilson’s work in a new, marvellously illustrated book 

George Washington Wilson Artist and Photographer (1823-93) ISBN-13: 9780957424692, by  

Professor Roger Taylor.  It has been published by Brian May’s London Stereoscopic Company and  

contains over eighty 3-D stereo cards which can be viewed with a Lite OWL viewer (plastic glasses de-

signed by Brian May to give a three-dimensional effect) which come with the book.  One example of these 

stereo cards is this view of the Mill on the Clunie taken in the 1850s (see below). This shot - and a later 

retake much used in postcards - were among Wilsons’s favourites, and featured prominently in his  

commercial catalogues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Wilson was famous for the lengths he would go to find the best angle for his shot which was far from 

easy with the heavy equipment such as tripods and large cameras, and the need for long exposure times. 

 It is said that other photographers and postcard companies would search for the tripod marks left by 

Wilson in order to take advantage of his carefully chosen, and often precarious, viewpoints.  It is an  

interesting - but as I have found fruitless - exercise to try and repeat the shot shown above.  Apart from the 

greater number of trees, there is now no access to get low enough in the Clunie gorge to repeat the  

photograph.  It is mind-boggling that Wilson was able to take his original shots with the equipment of his 

day.  You would be ill-advised, on grounds of personal safety, to try and replicate his shots of the Mill on 

the Clunie or of the bridge at Linn of Dee. 

 The book can be purchased (price £30) - at Deeside Books in Bridge Street, Ballater 
(Email  deesidebk@aol.com,   01339 754080 , and website http://www.deesidebooks.com/ ).  
 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/special-collections/george-washington-wilson.php
mailto:deesidebooks@aol.com
http://www.deesidebooks.com/
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The new Highland Games Cen-

tre - interview with David Geddes (current 

Highland Society President)      
     by Liz Robertson 
 

The building has gone up amazingly  
quickly – but how long has the project 
been in the making?  And what were the 
main hurdles to bringing this about? 
 

Ten years! This is the third set of plans to 
have been drawn up and approved by  
planning.   The original process started under 
the leadership of John Duff.  Funding has 
been the greatest obstacle – and even though 
the building is about to be opened, there are 
still aspects of the current project not yet  
funded.  Regarding the building works themselves, we encountered more rock than expected 
laying the foundations, the hard winter wasn’t very conducive, the work was 16 weeks behind 
schedule at one point!  The contractor, Gordon Mitchell, has been amazingly good and we are 
delighted with the finished results. 
 

What has been your role? 

I have been helping to drive the project forward – there’s a huge amount of time taken up behind 
the scenes in meetings, co-ordination and problem solving! 

The Queen officially opened the new centre on Games day but when will it be open for 
general view?  

We plan to hold an open-day for members and another for the community this autumn.  The  
annual dinner of the Society in November will be held in the new building.  The centre will open 
to paying visitors in March through to the end of October.  Winter opening will probably be  
weekends and visits by arrangement.  The centre needs to be self-sufficient in terms of funding 
and generate enough profit to gradually re-pay the investment to the society charity funds.   
 

And what will we see inside the building? 

There is an exhibition hall (that’s the room under the ‘tower’), a café seating around 40 people, a 
general use gallery – which can be used for small functions or pre-booked coach parties -  and a 
small retail area.   The exhibition hall will tell the story of the Games from 1815 starting with the 
setting up of the Wrights Society.  We have been offered a wide range of exhibits and an        
archivist is currently employed sorting paperwork, photos etc., all of which will be held in the        
archive room and open to viewing.   

What impact do you see the new centre having on Braemar? 

It will make the village more of a stopping point and so encourage tourist trade, particularly 
coaches, to the village.  This will benefit all the shops and restaurants.  

What are the next challenges for the park and its facilities? 

The Society has recently spent a lot of money in improving drainage in the park, re-furbishing the 
royal pavilion, general painting, roofing work.  There is a need to further improve the seating.  
We would like to link the park better with the village.  We will be providing coach parking.     
Working together with Aberdeenshire Council there is the possibility of developing infrastructure 
for parking of caravanettes/motorhomes.    

Do you see the Games modernising in any way? 

To encourage youth participation from this year we have introduced four new ‘youth medals’.  
But as for Games themselves, the Braemar Games is distinctive by being one of the more       
traditional Games and we see it important to retain this format.   

Work ongoing inside the Duke of Rothesay’s Highland 

Games Pavilion 
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Helping the midget gem of the pinewoods   
Shaila Rao, Mar Lodge Ecologist 
 

 Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) is a shy but beautiful creeping plant of the 
Caledonian pine forest.  It is characterised by a tiny flower spike in June with 
uniquely two twinned white flowers.  It occurs only rarely in the Cairngorms and 
is in danger of being lost unless action is taken.  Twinflower tends to occur in 
small patches and genetic work in recent years has shown that the majority of 
these patches are genetically all the same plant – a single clone.  Hence there is 
no diversity within most twinflower patches and evidence has shown that  
reproduction is poor.  A lack of genetic diversity also makes the patches more 
susceptible to disease and most twinflower patches are further apart than the 
common pollinators of twinflower (a type of fly) can travel.  
 In order to protect and enhance twinflower populations Mar Lodge Estate 
is launching an exciting conservation initiative with the support of Cairngorms 
National Park and the Cairngorms Wild Plant project.  Mar Lodge Estate  

supports five known twinflower  
patches that are widely dispersed 
across the estate.  We already know 
that three of these patches do not  
produce seed due to isolation from  
other patches.  The fourth and fifth 
patch are currently undergoing genetic 
testing.  Only by increasing the genetic  
diversity of each patch or by creating new patches, can seed be 
produced.   
 The aim of the twinflower project at Mar lodge Estate is to 
create three new genetically diverse patches of twinflower.  In 
the last few weeks we have been collecting cuttings from all the 
existing twinflower patches on Mar Lodge and these have been 
potted up and grown on by Sandra Falconer in the village.  Over 
winter with the help of botanists, we will select three suitable 
sites to host new twinflower patches.  Next summer when the 
cuttings have developed into robust plants they will be planted 
out at each of these new sites.  Each new site will include plants 
from each of three Mar Lodge twinflower patches and from two 
other Deeside sites.  Thus each new site will have genetically 
different plants introduced which should allow them to cross  

pollinate successfully and thus set seed and reproduce.  The new patches will be monitored to determine 
their success hopefully securing a bright future for this very special plant.   
 

The organisation Plantlife (see article in issue 48 of the Buzzard) is currently co-ordinating  
volunteers to revisit and assess the status of previously identified twinflower sites in the area.  If 
this sounds like a ‘walks with a purpose’ idea that appeals to you, then talk to local volunteers 
Shona Armstrong or Liz Robertson to join in!   Ed. 

St Margaret’s Update    Pete Mulvey 
 

 Since our last update we have continued to experiment with new types of events at St Margaret’s to 
provide variety for visitors and locals alike.  In July we hosted the North Atlantic Fiddle Convention which 
very successfully featured four completely different styles of fiddle music from traditional Scottish, through 
English and Lithuanian folk music to contemporary Scottish compositions.  ‘Jolomo’ in conversation was 
also a first for us where the artist answered questions from the audience and gave us a fascinating insight 
into his life, his career and his Christian faith. 
 We have recently been informed by the owners of the building, The Scottish Redundant Churches 
Trust, that previous restrictions on the use of buildings in their ownership have been removed and that 
from now on religious or secular events can be held in them - all at the discretion of the local operators. 
 Work is now nearing completion on a redesign of our website to make it more informative, more user 
friendly, and more attractive. The current website is still in use but will soon be replaced by a new version 
where tickets for all events can be purchased along with details of the upcoming programme. 
 There are still some places available for musicians from this area to obtain free tuition and to  
participate in workshops and performances in two forthcoming events – the ‘One Fine Day’ classical and 
contemporary music festival and the ‘Mountain Melodies’ traditional Scottish music week. For further  
details please contact Jane Smith on admin@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk. 

mailto:admin@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
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Clubs and Societies - news and activity ... 

Deeside Knitwits   Rosy Wood  

 have had a busy year knitting 
squirrels for the Craigendarroch trail, 
poppies for the Remembrance 
Centenary in November, and monkeys 
for the Monkey Puzzle Trail during the October 
break.  The  Monkey Puzzle Trail will be in place by 
Monday 15th October until Saturday 27th - it will 
feature many varieties of monkey including a life-
sized gorilla knitting!  Our knitted nonsense will be 
on sale at the Braemarket on Sunday 28th Oct.  
Trail maps on sale at Wild Thistle and Braemar 
Gallery. 

Braemar Bowling Club     Kathleen Kinsella   

  The outdoor bowling 
season is coming to an end after 
a successful summer thanks to 
the great summer weather and 
the improved bowling green. 
Lots of very positive comments 
from both visitors and Deeside 

Clubs members when playing matches here in 
Braemar.  We finished 3rd in the Deeside league this 
year.  This year’s club champions:- Men’s singles: 
Doug Anderson;  Lady’s singles: Kathleen Kinsella;  
Men’s pairs: D. Anderson and J. Kinsella; Mixed 
pairs: J. Kerr and J. Stark.  The Bowling Green 
should open again in the springtime when we would 
like to welcome old and new members and also 
anyone who would like to come along and just give 
bowling a try! 
 Indoor Bowling  will continue through the 
winter in Castleton Hall - Monday afternoons at 
1.30pm.  All welcome.    

Braemar 3rd Age Group    Kathleen Kinsella   
  

 has enjoyed the hospitality of the Invercauld 
Arms Hotel every second Wednesday for quite 
some time.  We must thank the staff for always 
welcoming us, being attentive and providing tasty 
lunches.  Unfortunately, due to the hotel closing for 
a while, we will have to find an alternative venue -  
watch out for developments.  We enjoyed a lovely 
afternoon tea when we were invited to Ballater 
earlier this summer.  This was hosted by the Ballater 
lunch clubs, whose local members also provided 
entertainment.  Thanks to the Braemar Hydro 
Scheme for their generous donation to the 3rd Age 
Lunch Club, we were able to hire the Ballater 
Community bus to take us to Ballater and bring us 
back to Braemar again.  For further information 
about the Braemar 3rd Age Lunch Club please 
contact Margaret 41413, Kathleen 41309 or 
Carole 07708001798.  

Braemar Local History Group    
Doug Bruce 

 Over the summer the Groups 
Local History Walks have been very 
popular with visitors.  The walks will end 
for this season on Wed 30th October. 
 An exciting programme of winter events is in 
place starting with a BBQ and talk at the Old Bridge 
of Dee (4 miles east of Braemar) on Sunday 23rd 
September - departing Braemar village at 2pm.   
Professor Jane Geddes will give a talk on the history 
of St Andrew’s Sarcophagus (Oct 21st) and on 
November 25th, there will be a return of the popular 
Braemar Panel - a chance to learn of Braemar 
residents memories of yesteryear.  
  Look out for POSTERS around village to 
confirm details about events.  Information can also 
be found on the website www.braemarlhg.com 

Braemar Rural  Marilyn Baker 

 The Rural had excellent turnouts in June, 
July and August.  In June our guest speaker was 
the very entertaining Maureen Kelly who, ably  
assisted by her husband Tom, gave an illustrated 
and entertaining talk on the Amish and Quakers. 
 In July we were off on our summer outing to 
Pitlochry Festival Theatre, to enjoy a scrumptious 
dinner and a delightful play called Before the Party, 
written by Rodney Ackland. 
 Kirsty Braidwood, our own talented florist, 
gave a talk and demonstration on making an  
autumn wreath using locally foraged materials at 
our August meeting.  The results were stunning 
and Kirsty made it look so easy.  Next month we 
are looking at some more foraging, this time of the 
edible variety.  
 Each meeting has been attended by 20 – 25 
ladies.  More are always welcome and you don’t 
need to need to be a member to attend.  We meet 
on the third Thursday of the month in the back 
room of the village hall. Come and join us on 20th 
September! 

Mens Shed    Jim Stark 

 The opening of the 
Mens Shed has been 
delayed, as most of our 
group have been involved 
with many of the summer 
events and activities in the 
village.   It is hoped that we will commence repairs 
to the workshop in the next few weeks.  We would 
like to express our gratitude to the Braemar Hydro 
Fund for the grant towards our start-up costs.  The 
Braemar Mens Shed is now a registered Charity 
(SCIO).  After an unsuccessful application to the 
Lottery, we are still trying to find funding for a cabin 
to hold our meetings in. 
  To those of you who have been kind enough 
to save plastic containers for our workshop, please 
send an email to: 
braemarmensshed@btinternet.com or phone: 
41122 and we will arrange to collect them. 
  The Braemar Mens Shed is definitely off the 
ground as a project and anyone interested in 
joining should contact us as above. 

mailto:braemarmensshed@btinternet.com
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Braemar Golf Club  Chris Snape 

 The excellent weather and great course  
conditions have been enjoyed by visitors and  
members alike.  The Club Championships were 
hotly contested with Gregor Dick becoming the 
Men’s Scratch Champion and Bobby Street the 
Handicap Champion. Lynn Manson became the 
Ladies’ Scratch Champion and Allison Walker the 
Handicap Champion.  Congratulations to them and 
all contestants who took part.  
 The Aberdeen Trophy Centre Men’s 36 
Hole Open proved a test for everybody’s skill and 
stamina and the Mixed Open was won by two 
young local golfers Amelia and Oliver Till.   
Captain’s Day provided new and old members 
plus guests the opportunity to play in a very  
enjoyable Texas scramble and afterwards enjoy 
the pleasure of a Jimmy Smollet BBQ.  A great 
time was had by all.  
 The Club hosted 83 players participating in 
the Royal Deeside Golf Classic and 63 players 
enjoying the Ladies’Open.  Both events received 
feedback complimenting the course condition and 
clubhouse catering. 

 The annual Kilted Open was held for the 
sixth year with the local team of John Kinsella, 
Ronnie Gray, Stuart Metcalfe and Adie Robertson 
winning the prestigious trophy.  Juniors week was 
a success with lots of fun and learning taking 
place. The men finished a creditable 3rd equal in 
the Deeside Golf League.  Still to come are the 
Senior Opens and other golfing competitions  
during September and October. 
 On the social side a Race Night with basket 
suppers is planned for Friday 5

th
 Oct.  We thank all 

members and visitors for their continued support.  
If you would like to play golf or enjoy the clubhouse 
facilities, please  Robert Pern on 01339 741618 
for further details. 

Braemar’s Got Talent 
and the lead 

up to this 

year’s Creative 

Arts Festival 
 

Marilyn Baker 
  

 Calling all the 

wonderful talented 

people in Braemar 

to brush up your acting, tune your instruments, 

warm your voices, practise your footwork and get 

ready because Braemar’s Got Talent annual 

show, is fast approaching.   Friday 28th September 

is the big night, in the Village Hall, with Thursday 

27th being the sound check rehearsal night. If you 

are new to this and have questions, please email 

braemarartsfestival@gmail.com, or call 41225 for 

more information. 

 The brochure for this year’s Creative Arts 

Festival is included in your Buzzard.  As you will 

see it is a very busy programme with lots of new 

tutors offering different skills, and most of the old 

favourites coming back again.  We hope you will 

study it well and sign up for a few classes.  We are 

busy building a new website which we hope will be 

ready before long.  We’ll update you on the Face-

book page when it is ready to take bookings.  You 

can, of course, do it the old fashioned way and 

use the sign- up sheet in the brochure to book 

classes.  Use the email address above if you have 

questions. 

Kilted Open Winners                                                     

mailto:braemarartsfestival@gmail.com
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Ballater’s Old Royal Station now open for business  (although the official 

opening won’t be until later this month).   The complex houses the tourist information office, the library and 

a new café/bistro (café currently open Wednesday to Sunday).   The library is somewhat reduced in size 

but books can be loaned and returned with a self-service facility so that the eventual library opening hours 

may be longer than before.  It all looks very smart - go and take a look! 

Braemar Care  Susie Farquharson, care co-ordinator 
 

 Braemar Care is growing from strength to strength.  We now have a great list of volunteers and they 

have been called upon on a couple of occasions now, mainly to help with transportation to appointments 

and shopping trips.  If you are alone and think you might like a young person to call on you now and then 

for a chat over a cup of tea and a biscuit, that is also a service we are offering.  We have also lately been 

able to help with personal care for a clients staying in Crathie Opportunity Holidays.  Recently six of us 

went into Aberdeen and completed a days training on patient handling, it was very worthwhile.  It won’t be 

long now before we get our induction and training through Aberdeenshire Council, they will also be  

providing our uniforms and equipment.  If you have any enquiries about Braemar Care on any of the 

above matters, or need to ask any questions about volunteering or caring please don’t hesitate to contact 

me on susie@braemarcare.com or phone me direct on 07756843544. 

The Infamous Morrone 
Finn Nixon 

 At 859 meters, Morrone is one of the most 
recognisable landmarks when entering Braemar 
from the east.  It is a towering Corbett, a mere 55 
meters short of being Munro height.  For me it is a 
special hill and one that I admire but also, in a way 
fear.  Perhaps the runners who feel the burn on its 
steep slopes on their way to the Five Cairns and 
back on Gathering Day will have similar feelings. 
 I first came across Morrone when I was  
helping out at the primary school a couple of years 
ago before I actually moved to Braemar.  I decided 
to go for a hill run, seeing Morrone as a good  
option.  It had been a scorching day in May and by 
late afternoon it had become quite humid.  I should 
have realised which type of weather was coming 
next.  I ran past the golf course, taking a right turn 
about halfway to Fraser’s Bridge and embarking on 
the steep, winding climb on the south side of  
Morrone.  After 30 minutes of painful, but rewarding 
climbing, I reached the summit where the views are truly stunning in every direction on a clear day of 
weather.  As I looked down towards Marr Lodge and the distant Linn O’Dee I heard a rumble coming from 
that direction.  Soon there was another rumble, this time louder.  I realised that it was time to lose some 
altitude and find shelter.  I scrambled with some urgency down the rocky and technical descent as the 
thunder started to become louder and huge hailstones started to pound the ground surrounding me.  This 
was accompanied by Armageddon like bright flashes as the lightening chased me back into the village.  
 This wasn’t however my only interesting experience on Morrone.  Another evening I headed up the 
winding track to the summit and realised when I reached the top that I had badly miscalculated the amount 
of daylight which I had remaining.  I had forgotten – as my grandmother reminds me every September – 
that the ‘nights are drawing in’ and hadn’t brought a headtorch with me.  I was desperate to return to the 
safety of the Braemar streetlights before I was surrounded by total darkness.  Stumbling between the 
loose rocks near the summit I fell hard.  Luckily, I wasn’t in any pain and managed to eventually come out 
at the top of Chapel Brae noticing the river of blood flowing out of a coin sized hole in my knee.  Sometime 
later I had three temporary stitches, a very stiff knee and bit more modesty when it came to keeping safe 
up in the hills.  I also learned that it can be quite spooky up Morrone in the darkness.  Maybe it wasn’t a 
rock ... 

mailto:susie@braemarcare.com


Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 50 -  Sept  2018

13 

 

Clunie Cattery    

Opening soon in Braemar 

Boarding for cats and  

small animals 

susie@cluniecattery.com 

07756843544 

Purrfect pampering for your  

precious pets! 

WEE JIM LANDSCAPES 

All aspects of  landscaping 

Mini digger and small tipper hire 

Firewood also available 

James Anderson, Bridgefoot, Glenmuick, Ballater 

013397 55997 / 07821 746756 

weejim03@live.co.uk             weejim.com 

mailto:susie@cluniecattery.com
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Braemar Castle -   Hanane Kate Ortega 

 What a great season we’ve had so far – beautiful weather, hugely successful events and more  

international visitors than ever.  Our programme has meant our original Jacobites, Magali and Michel, 

have had their work cut out!  A huge thank you to them and of course to all the other volunteers, who work 

very hard to keep the Castle going.  

 This year’s Highland Fling was a blast, with more attractions than ever.  Maisie and Angus were 

among the talent on show – two rare falabella horses, from a breed famous for being the ‘original  

miniature horse’.  We had a 100-year old engine on display, as well as a variety of traditional crafts like 

willow and reed weaving plus of course, the Jacobites, the talented Castleton Dancers, the dog show and 

John Macpherson’s train!  The Blairgowrie Pipe Band were a real hit and the owl display certainly made 

the whole day a hoot!  

 In August we had several ‘living history’ events – any excuse to dress up!  Our Shake Hands with 

History day was well received.  Visitors got close and personal with the castle characters: Queen Victoria 

(Pat Thomson) Princess Dolgorouki (Maureen Kelly), the Earl of Mar (Colin Wight), Piccadilly Jim (Pete 

Mulvey), Colonel Anne (Sheila Anderson), Robert Louis Stevenson (Roger Sudworth), the Black Colonel 

(Magnus Nixon) and of course we had a Redcoat (Andy Anderson), a cook (Libby Gill), and two defending 

Jacobites (Magali and Michel Brat).  A huge thank you to everyone involved, it was a fun day and many 

visitors said it was the highlight of their trip.  

 Everyone loves good food, and better yet when it comes served with plots, rebellion and murder!  

Following the success of the History Mystery event earlier in the year, we decided to go for a night’s  

repeat in August.  The evening inspired the review written below by one of the guests.  We also debuted 

another living history evening – the Earl and Countess of Mar Entertain.  Set in 1714, it followed  

Bobbin’ Jock and Lady Frances Pierrepont as they prepared for the 1715 Jacobite rebellion.  Both nights 

were a huge success and helped in our fundraising efforts for the castle restoration!   And fingers are  

firmly crossed for the result of our Heritage Lottery Bid in September and meanwhile we prepare a bid to 

Historic Environment Scotland. 

 The start of September signals the end of the high season, and the end for our students Magnus 

and Libby.  Both have been a huge help and have spent the summer learning the skills needed for their 

future jobs as full-time Jacobites!  Hanane, who’s been at the castle all season, will stay until the end of 

October.  If you would like to join our merry band of volunteers, please Email Georgina at 

info@braemarcastle.co.uk  There are always plenty jobs to be done and you will be very welcome. 

 

Braemar Castle's History Mystery Dinner     

(A review written by Megan Roberts, one of the attendees) 

 

 My family and I have been visiting The Cairngorms for just 

over a decade now, and attending the community-organised History 

Mystery Dinner at Braemar Castle was definitely one of our best 

experiences.  We jumped at the chance of buying tickets to an 

event that would not only be a completely different experience for 

us, but would help the local community in their fundraising efforts 

as well.  It's not every day you get an opportunity to have a sit-

down meal in a Castle!  

 The night began with a glass of wine in the Drawing Room 

and after being chased up the stairwell by the castle ‘ghost’, it was 

much needed!  This was the moment we knew we were in for a fun 

evening.  We were soon to be greeted by the Historical Figures, 

turned suspects, all volunteers from the village.  Seated at the table 

in the spectacular Dining Room, we enjoyed a delicious three 

course meal whilst the actors took turns to speak to all of us.  We 

completed two quizzes throughout the night based on the characters we had met and Braemar itself.  It 

was a fantastic way to test locals and tourists alike on their knowledge of the area.  

 Something we find so special about Braemar is it's community spirit - as demonstrated in this event.  

The effort put in by everyone involved was outstanding. We thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 

 

‘Action’ - at the History Mystery Dinner 

mailto:info@braemarcastle.co.uk
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What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Sept 15 Sat Satfishforty in concert, 7.30pm, Village Hall.  Tickets 

£17 from Wild Thistle.  BYOB 

Sept 16 Sun Fashion Show in aid of Braemar Guide Shieling, 

3pm, Village Hall.  Tickets £10 from Lohcarron. 

Sept 20 Thurs Braemar Rural, Village Hall - Foraging for food 

Sept 21 Fri Warren McIntyre, Monica Queen and Johnny Smilie 

play at Braemar Gallery.  For details of this and other 

music events in the Gallery visit their facebook page. 

Sept 22 Sun One Fine Day music festival at St Margaret’s - details 

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 

Sept 23 Sun BLHG - BBQ and talk at the Old Bridge of Dee.  

Transport leaves village @ 2pm 

Sept 28 Fri Braemar’s Got Talent, Village Hall (Sound check 

Thurs 27 - more page 11) 

Sept 29 Sat Evening with poet Liz Lochhead, 7.30pm                 

St Margaret’s  

Oct 6 Sat Messy Church 2,30 - 4.30 Castleton Hall 

Oct 12-18 Mountain Melodies music festival St Margaret’s,    

details www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 

Oct 15 Mon Braemar Community Council  (BCC) Meeting, 7pm 

Primary School 

Oct 21 Sun BLHG - talk by Professor Jane Geddes on St        

Andrew’s Sarcophagus, 7.30 pm, Village Hall 

Oct 24-28 Exhibition of chair art at St Margaret’s.  Opening   

reception 2-4pm on Oct 24.  

Oct 24-28 Braemar Creative Arts Festival 

www.braemarcreativearts.co.uk 

Nov 3 Sat Messy Church 2,30 - 4.30 Castleton Hall 

Nov 4 Sun Evening Service Braemar Church 6.30 pm 

Nov 18 Sun WWI Memorial Concert St Margaret’s 

Nov 25 Sun BLHG Braemar Panel, 7.30 pm Village Hall 

Nov 30 Fri St Andrew’s Day Concert, St Andrew’s Church 

Dec 1 Sat Christmas Fair, Village Hall 

Dec 17 Mon BCC, 7pm Primary School 

MORE EVENTS ONLINE ON THE BUZZARD WEBSITE 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Next edition:  early December 2018 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page.  Contact Maggie MacKay 41245 

Village Bin Collections 

Tuesdays 

Wheelie Bin 

Sept 25th, 

Oct 9th, 23rd 

Nov 6th,20th 

Recycling 

Sept 18th 

Oct 2nd16th,30th 

Nov 13th, 27th 

 

Advert 

Saturday Oct 6th 

The Gathering Place 

Bistro 
 

Robert Bruce sings a variety 

of styles, 50s through to 

present day hits, Swing, Jazz 

and Classical.  £20 includes 

dinner (lasagne and salad).   
 

Booking essential 41234 or 

Email: 
eat@gatheringpalacebistro.co.uk 

Did you know?  

 

Reporting road 

faults 

 

It’s very easy to get in touch 

with Aberdeenshire Council to 

report road faults (e.g. 

blocked drains, potholes, 

street lighting faults...even 

gritting/snow clearance 

issues).  Report online at : 

https://

online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/

apps/roadfaults   

Alternatively  

 03456 081205 (8am to 

6pm)   

‘Recharging Rural’ - the 

Prince’s Countryside Fund 

report on creating  

sustainable communities to 

2030 and beyond (search 

online for ‘recharging rural’).  

Lots of interesting  

recommendations for  

communities like Braemar.
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Pictured left,  the 

Highland Fling dog 

show at  Braemar 

Castle (July)  

Below:  Harvest time 

at the Braemar 

Community orchard 

(September).  Pupils 

from Braemar      

Primary help to pick 

the apple crop – 

what a fantastic crop 

from such young 

trees. (Photo     

courtesy of Dale 

Johnson) 

Braemar Musicians 

and Actors in  

Demand 
  

 It has been a busy, but 

rewarding, few months for 

Braemar’s musicians and ac-

tors.  The Dinner Theatre 

Group had three sell out  

evenings at Braemar Castle 

with their latest play, A History 

Mystery, written by Colin 

Wight.  Our traditional music 

band the Blaeberries were 

invited to play for the Ballater 

Games ceilidh this year.   

Marramba (samba band) and 

G7 (ukulele group) have been 

out and about too, at local 

Care Homes.  Marramba     

visited Alastrean House,in  

Tarland and earlier this year 

G7 played a selection of old 

favourite songs for the        

residents of Sluiemohr in    

Ballater.  

 The forthcoming      

Braemar Creative Arts Festival 

(October 24-28) is an  

opportunity for YOU to develop 

your acting, musical, and crea-

tive skills.  Scour your bro-

chures and get booking  

before the classes fill up…    

Braemar Junior Games 2018—photo 

courtesy of Shona Armstrong 


