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Braemar Community  

Action Plan Approved 

by Community Council 

 

At its meeting on Monday 18th 
February, Braemar Community 
Council approved the draft version of 
the Community Action Plan (CAP); 
the result of almost a year’s work in 
consultation with local people, and 
development by the Steering Group.  
Now it’s time for Action!  

 

A Co-ordinating Group has been 
formed to oversee the development 
and implementation of the CAP and 
to keep the community informed.  
Four central themes have been 
identified:  

 

1. Community Services, Facilities 
and Transport 

2. Visitor Services, Facilities and 
Strategy 

3. Youth 
4. Housing, Education & Employment 
 

Happy Easter Happy Easter Happy Easter    

to all our readers 

 

 

 

 

Note! British Summer Time begins 

on Easter Day 

The next step is to identify members of the community who along with representatives of statutory 
agencies will work together to deliver the outcomes of the CAP under the four themes named 
above.  These sub-groups will identify priorities from the information gathered in the public 
consultations and will explore ways of putting these priorities into action.  There will be 
opportunities for everyone to get involved and to find a role that suits their skills, interests and level 
of time commitment they can give.  For the Community Action Plan to be implemented there needs 
to be Community Action. 
 

To get involved or find out more please contact Maggie MacAlpine 013397 41245  
(mobile)  07808 156 396 or by email: maggiemacalpine@btinternet.com 

Above, Braemar School ‘A’ team who are through to 
the Schools Alpine final at Cairngorm on 15th March.   
From left to right - Cameron Lawrence, Angus Wood, 
Sam Hubbard and Fraser Wood.   This season, lots 
of Braemar’s young talents have been showing off 
their skills on the slopes - full article page 11 

mailto:maggiemacalpine@btinternet.com
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Braemar News Group 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy 
Ramsay  Secretary:  Margaret Palmer   
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson  BNG 
Committee members:  Richard Baker, Susie 
Farquharson, Selena Hill, Maggie MacAlpine 
 

Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB35 5YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacAlpine  

 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  
 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 
with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated between 
issues) can be viewed online on our website: 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    Extra copies of the 
Buzzard can be obtained from the garage, the art 
gallery and also the newsagent/pharmacy.  
Donation tins are at all these outlets for any (very 
welcome!) contribution towards costs.  

Community Update: 

 

Kindrochit Castle Scheduled consent for 

preparatory works on the site has now been 
granted by Historic Scotland and these are 
programmed to begin as soon as weather 
conditions permit. 
 The first phase consent is for the removal 
of the old wooden fence along the pavement  
(allowing greater access for the assessment of 
repair works), its replacement with a new fence, 
removal of encroaching vegetation and the 
removal of one small tree at the western corner 
of the site (under archaeological supervision). 
 A funding bid to CNPA by Aberdeenshire 
Council has now been approved and £60,000 will 
be forthcoming for these and proposed future 
works.     Pete Mulvey 
 

Braemar Christmas Lights The Braemar 

Xmas Lights enterprise goes on!  Over the next 
few years we envisage lighting Braemar each 
Christmas slightly bigger and slightly better. This 
year we would like to update the decorations and 
lights on the existing tree and we will be 
enquiring into the possibility of having a tree at 
the other end of the village on the roundabout. 
We would also like to supply all businesses, this 
includes B & Bs, Guesthouses etc, with a bracket 
in which to put a small tree.  We have decided to 
source the trees for all brackets, including those 
already in situ and to buy lights for the trees with 
a view to uniformity.  If you are interested in 
having a bracket installed on your business 
please contact Selena  01339741358 before 
the end of April 2013.  Here’s to a bright and 
cheerful Christmas!  

Braemar Book Club 

 

National Highland Games Centre  
Proposed by the Braemar Royal Highland Charity 

  

 A consultation open day, to canvas public 
opinion on the project, was held recently in the 
village hall and was well attended.  Colin Smith 
of The Glamis Consultancy, who are 
commissioned to develop the project, outlined 
the process which has been undertaken to date 
and explained the reasoning for selection of the 
preferred site on the location of the existing main 
stands at the North side of the arena. This 
selection was made following an options 
appraisal of a number of possibilities both within 
and outside the games park. 
 As a result of the positive feedback 
received, the project will now move on to the next 
stages - which will include building design, 

Braemar News Group AGM 
 
Friday March 22nd 
Moorfield Hotel 
7.30 pm 

 

 Members and non members welcome.  
There will be a presentation on the year’s activi-
ties, financial report and elections. To become a 
member of the Braemar News Group contact 
Margaret Palmer (secretary) 41590 
(membership is free).  Input to the Buzzard is 
always welcome from members and non mem-
bers from positive/negative feedback to issues, 

submission of material for publication (articles, 
photographs, letters) to help with deliveries.  If 
you would like to get more actively involved in 
the Buzzard’s production, please do get in touch 
with any of the committee members.  
 The Braemar News Group would like to 
take this opportunity to say thank you to: 

 

 all our advertisers, the advertising revenue 
helps greatly with costs 

 all our outlets for their support with Buz-
zard distribution  

 everyone who over the last year has put a 
donation into one of our donation tins. 
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Community Update (cont.) 

business plan and developing the interpretation 
and theme.  
 Should the outcome of this study be 
positive the aim would then be to have the centre 
constructed and open by July 2015 and, while 
this may be somewhat ambitious, it would be a 
fitting celebration of the 200th anniversary of the 
Society.  The eventual aspiration for the 
development is for it to be an attraction which 
would increase the tourist footfall in the area and 

be a source of additional local employment. 

 

St Margaret’s Project  A first draft of the 

Options Appraisal document for the development 
of St Margaret’s was circulated for comment to 
members of the steering group last December 
and the final study with its conclusions will soon 
be published.  If the final outcome of this study is 
positive it will set in motion the process for 
change of ownership of the building from the 
Episcopal Church to the Scottish Redundant 
Churches Trust - enabling them to start on 
fundraising efforts to secure the restoration and 
adaptation of the building for its future use as an 
Arts Hub.  The existing steering group, 
augmented as necessary, will then form a 
management structure of Trustees to secure the 
long-term governance of the building and 
progress the sustainable end use of its facilities. 
In line with the recently published CAP proposals 
for the village this group will be represented on 
the groups which are being set up to deliver an 
integrated approach to proposed developments in 
and around the village. 
 Discussions are still ongoing with Paul 
Anderson for the creation of a Scottish Fiddle 
School which will be a core component of the 
activity in St Margaret’s and we are currently 
working with him to organise a Fiddle Week in 
Braemar from 8th to 13th July.  Paul and Jonny 
Hardie, of the Old Blind Dogs traditional music 
group, will co-host fiddle workshops in Braemar 
Castle throughout the week culminating in a 
Grand Finale Concert in St Margaret’s on 
Saturday 13th July.  Such co-operation between 
projects is vital for the overall benefit of the village 
and students and teachers are also to perform at 
the Junior Highland Games dinner on Friday 12th 
July.  For details of the Fiddle Week log onto Paul 
Anderson Fiddle Week Braemar.  The Concert 

held in St Margaret’s on 6th January was a huge 
success and was attended by The Duke of 
Rothesay and Lady Saltoun along with an 
audience of approximately 230 people and a cast 
of 70 - which for a village of this size is extremely 
encouraging.    Pete Mulvey 

 

Councillor Katrina Farquhar - councillor 

for  Aboyne & Upper Deeside and CNPA board 
member 
 

 I have been a board 
member of CNPA for 
nearly two years.  I think it 
is very important for board 
members to actually go 
and meet residents on the 
ground and find out their 
views, how they think the 
National Park is working 
for them and if they have 
ideas for improvements 
they would like to see or if 
they can tell us what we 
the park has done well and praise is always well 
received.  As you are reading this you may 
have some opinions of your own please do 
get in touch with me with any views and 
comments all good and not so good are 
accepted.  
 In my role as Aberdeenshire councillor I 
would like to raise awareness of funding 
opportunities for everyone in our area.  There are 
lots of different sources of funding for a wide 
variety of causes - to give a few examples:  
grants to sports teams and sports people; 
support for new and established businesses; 
energy assistance grants to help with heating 
and insulation; tourism grants; start-up grants for 
new childminders; grants to voluntary 
organisations with Social Work objectives; 
assistance for school and college pupils including 
uniform grants; heritage grants and many more...  
Take a look at the council website for further 
details www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk   The council 
also provide free use of the Grant Net service.  
 

Email: cllr.k.farquhar@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Hi! my name is David Jozef Torrance, I have 

recently ar-
rived in the 
wonderful 
village of 
Braemar.  
On behalf of 
my proud 
parents, 
John and 
Zuzana, I 
would like to 
say a huge thank you to all the kind people who 
have welcomed me with their lovely cards and 
gifts.    With thanks,  David Torrance. 
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News from Mar Lodge Estate  

by Alison Pitts, Seasonal Ranger 
 

 The first couple of months of the year have 
seen good snow conditions for our active visitors, 
with ski tourers and Nordic skiers out and about on 
the Estate.  The tragic avalanche fatalities around 
the Cairngorm massif are a stark reminder though 
that winter conditions in the mountains carry a high 
risk, even for the experienced. 
 In the last edition we mentioned the work on 
the new Quoich bridges – not surprisingly the 
weather was ‘not permitting’, but we look forward to 
the work being completed soon! 
 Matt recently looked after 10 students and 
staff from the Scottish Agricultural College who 
braved sub-zero temperatures to construct some 

brash fencing to protect vulnerable deciduous trees. This completely natural form of fencing, recy-
cling material from plantation thinning, provides a triple whammy of tree protection without the risk of 
bird strike, valuable habitat creation for invertebrates and small mammals, and it blends into the 
landscape as it weathers and breaks down over time.  Yet more students from Sparsholt and New-
ton Rigg colleges travelled all the way from Winchester and Cumbria to work with Chris and his 
stalking team.  As well as providing extra manpower, the students got to experience the realities of 
working in a remote and wild environment. They all enjoyed it and some will be back for a ten week 
placement in the spring. 
 The relatively quieter winter months give Dorota and the housekeeping team time to do some 
deep cleaning of all the pictures and ornaments at the Lodge. The team have all had special training 
in ‘collections care’ and put a lot of work into looking after the Lodge, it’s not just a case of a bit of 
dusting and they probably don’t get nearly as much time as they would like!  
 We welcomed a new member of staff to the team in February.  Kevin Davies joined us as Es-
tate Manager to replace Neal who left at the end of last summer.  Kevin comes from South Wales, 
probably a less extreme environment, but he’s enjoying getting out and about on the Estate and 
loves the way the scenery changes constantly with the conditions. 
 Looking forward, we’re busy preparing our schedule of events and guided walks for the sum-
mer season.  We start off with our traditional Open Day on Easter Sunday, a chance to look around 
the Lodge and learn about the work we do on the estate, plus the popular Easter Egg Trail.  The 
Ecology team have put together a great schedule for this year’s Nature Club for Braemar’s young-
sters, including sessions on spiders, moles, and feathers.  Speak to Shaila to sign up or for more 
info. Our guided walk programme covers a wide range, from short walks around the policies learn-
ing about the history of the Estate to the epic 20-mile Lairig Ghru hike and, in between, walks look-
ing at the Estate’s bio-diversity, deer, ants, archaeology, and more. For details check out the Brae-
mar Buzzard or NTS websites www.nts.org.uk/Property/Mar-LodgeEstate/  

Stag Ballroom - view for yourself at the Mar 
Lodge open day on Easter Sunday 

Braemar Walking Group has undertaken 19 walks 

over 2012 plus the traditional summer & winter Solstice gath-
erings at the top of Creag Choinnich.  The walks are varied in 
distance and difficulty and cater for most peoples’ aspirations. 
We do try to accommodate everyone by alternating weekend 
and weekday walks.  This year, in addition to our regular pro-
grammed walks there will be a five day long distance walk at 
the beginning of May.  Another highlight, 20-21 July, will be 
Auchtavan to Braemar Castle in Jacobite Dress.  The walking 
group always welcomes anyone who shares the same love of 
the hills - come and join us!  

Richard Baker  013397 41225 
E-mail: braemarawalkers@btinternet.com  

 Blog: http://braemarwalkers.blogspot.com  

Some of the walkers ‘testing out’ the 
seat put in place for Dorothy Ramsay’s 
late husband, Birrell, and son, Ken, at 
Glas-alt-Shiel, Loch Muick in Nov 2012 

mailto:braemarawalkers@btinternet.com
http://braemarwalkers.blogspot.com
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Braemar Castle   by Doreen Wood 

 The Castle will re-open on Easter Sunday at 11am with a Family 
Treasure hunt in the grounds, preceded by an open-air Ecumenical 
Church service at 8am.  We have adjusted our opening hours to take 
advantage of when the maximum number of visitors are around and will 
be open 6 days a week for the first 3 weeks in August this year (closed 
Mondays).  In the shoulder months we have reduced opening times to 
11 am to 3 pm. 
 The weather has put the brakes on the roof work but by the time 
you read this, it should be well ahead.  In January, we were fortunate to 
benefit from £100,000 ‘shovel ready’ money from the Cairngorms Na-
tional Park Authority which will allow us to draw down more funding from 
Historic Scotland, hopefully leaving us just £130,000 short of completing 
the roof.  Fund raising continues for the roof, internal work and a new 
Visitor Centre.  Our Business Plan for this year has created some oppor-
tunities for paid employment alongside the voluntary effort which is so vital to the operation of the 
Castle.  It is important to give evidence to funders that the business is sustainable.  Britta Kobus and 
Laura Endrizzi will again be with us and two other German students will join them alongside a local 
student across the extended opening period. 
 Our new Farquharson of Invercauld Mineral Collection is an exciting development out of the 
boxes and boxes of old stones which were gathering dust on the top floor of the Castle.  Roy Starkey 
(see article opposite), a mineralogist with a special interest in Cairngorms, has curated and inter-
preted the collection which turns out to date from the 1780/90s.  He has created a fascinating exhibi-
tion which includes cairngorms, topazes and beryl which will go on show in the exhibition room along-
side our Braemar Gathering Exhibition.   
 Jacobite Day will be held on Sunday 28th July and will be preceded on the 20th and 21st by a 
Jacobite walk from Braemar to Auchtavan with a landrover safari and barbecue on the Saturday and 
the walkers returning to Braemar Castle on Sunday.  All welcome to join in the walk, contact Magali 
Brat 41557.   If you would like to find out more about volunteering at the Castle please e-mail 
info@braemarcastle.co.uk   We’d love to hear from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

now with added DELI  

as well as serving our excellent 
coffees, homebakes and locally 

sourced lunches . .  

we have also added a new deli 

section. with various organic, gluten 

free, wholesome and local produce.  

from fresh lemons and balmoral 

bread to dried herbs and Ruskoline. 

all at good prices.  
 

coffee shop & restaurant  

airlie house, braemar, scotland  
013397 41425  

www.taste-braemar.co.uk  

BRAEMAR SERVICE STATION  
Following the success of last year’s plant sales  

we will again be selling bedding plants, alpines, 

shrubs, compost etc.  

Plants should be arriving from May 

onwards (frost dependent!)  

Also for all those Springtime DIY jobs 

don’t forget to check out  

our hardware section.  

You’ll be surprised at what we sell!  

 

  Call in in to place an order  
  or phone 013397 41206  

Neil Menzies Butcher 

Best Quality Meats - Nay Horsing Around! 
100% Scottish Beefburgers from Cows - Guaranteed! 

Try out our range of  other tasty recipes:  
Garlic steaks - Pork steak with apple & black pud-
ding - Pork steaks with garlic butter & mushrooms - 
and lots more - Pastries & Pies - Our own range of 
sausages .....  

mailto:info@braemarcastle.co.uk
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The Farquharson of Invercauld 

Mineral Collection by Roy Starkey 

 

 Invercauld House has been the seat of the 
Chiefs of Clan Farquharson since the 14th cen-
tury, and hidden away in an underground corridor 
was a small “museum” of minerals and rocks.  
Prior to the present renovation works the geologi-
cal collection was moved to Braemar Castle for 
safe-keeping.   
 I first viewed the collection in May and 
found it in a poor state of curation and storage on 
the top floor of the castle.   Arrangements were 
made for me to return to Braemar in October to 
work on the collection and over the course of a 
week my wife and I cleaned, labelled and cata-
logued the several hundred mineral specimens, 
and organised this into a ‘proper’ collection, com-

plete with a detailed inventory.  A proportion of the collection will be put on public display at Braemar 
castle for the next visitor season and I hope  to present an illustrated lecture on the collection and the 
minerals of the Cairngorms, at a local venue on a date to be arranged (watch this space).  Please do 
get in touch if you have mineral specimens handed down from parents/grand-parents, or any infor-

mation relating to the old ‘diggings’ back in Victorian times and earlier.  I can be contacted through the 
Castle.  
 

 The Cairngorms are Britain’s highest and most massive mountain range. The area has given its 
name to gem quality smoky quartz, but has also produced spectacular specimens of beryl and topaz. 
In Victorian times, hunting for crystals was both a popular pastime and a ‘cottage industry’, but nowa-
days the area is a National Park and few fine specimens have come to light in recent years. 
 The famous traveller and writer Thomas Pennant, wrote in 1769 “Of the mountains in this prov-
ince I shall name but two or three: the Carngorm in Strathspey is remarkable for its height, and for the 
stones found upon it; I have seen these stones of blue, green, yellow, and amber colours; some so 
large as to make big snuff-boxes or small cups; some of a hexagonal or pentagonal figure, and taper-
ing to a point at each end.  These are now well known to the curious, and to jewellers.” 
 A visit to the Farquharsons of Invercauld is described by Stoddart in his Remarks on Local Scen-
ery and Manners in Scotland during the years 1799 and 1800, published in 1801. “Our leisure was 
partly occupied with the examination of a well-selected cabinet of natural curiosities, the most remark-
able of which was a large crystal of the Cairn Gorum kind, nearly two feet long, and found within Mr. 
Farquharson’s domain on Ben-y-Bourd. These beautiful minerals are produced, in some abundance, 
on all the surrounding mountains, each of which is remarkable for a different gem. The brown kind and 
the topaz are the most common, amethysts are 
said to be confined to Loch-na-Gar, and emer-
alds, the most precious of all, to Ben-y-Bourd.”  
 

 The large Cairngorm crystal survives, and 
has for many years been on display at Braemar 
castle, and it seems entirely likely that the 
‘cabinet of curiosities’ expanded over time, and 
developed into the ‘Museum’ located in an under-
ground passageway of the house.  The collection 
includes a wide variety of material, much of it lo-
cal in origin, principally smoky quartz, but with 
some interesting water-worn pebbles of topaz, 
together with various minerals which originated 
probably from Derbyshire and Staffordshire as 
well as a selection of polished rocks and orna-
ments. 
 

The Collection in May 2012 - some 500 jumbled 
specimens, mostly with no labels, and around 50% 
of which was poor quality pieces of smoky quartz 

A suite of smoky quartz ‘Cairngorm’ crystals - the 
largest is 55 x 35 x 25 mm 
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Braemar Folk    by Selena Hill   

Iain Mackay – The Running Islander  

 This softly spoken islander has become a permanent fixture in 
Braemar.  Iain’s parents were both born and bred on Lewis.  His 
Mother, Margaret, was from Cross and his father, Padruig Mor - Big 
Peter, from Borve, both in an area called Ness.  Yet his parents only 
met by chance in Glasgow, where they then married in 1958.  Iain and 
his twin brother Calum were born in a house in Gibson Street in 1959, 
Iain being the elder (non-identical) twin by 45 minutes.  Big Peter 
worked in the merchant navy for the New Zealand Shipping Company 
and was away from home for long spells. Therefore in 1962 the family 
moved back to Lewis to the village of Swainbost in Ness.  His father 
would come home once or twice a year and always with amazing toys 
for the boys and their younger sister, Barbara Ann, born in 1963. 
These were gleefully shown off to the other children on the island. 
Even though both Iain’s parents spoke Gaelic they hadn’t taught the boys, so when Iain and Calum 
moved to Lewis they had very strong Glasgow accents that no one could understand and equally they 
couldn’t understand the locals.  Needless to say Gaelic was picked up very quickly. 
 Iain started school at 5yrs old at the local primary, where he was taught in Gaelic.  As a 
youngster Iain and his friends were constantly outdoors playing on the beach and near rivers.  North 
Lewis is mainly moorland with no trees and a very windswept landscape.  Iain has fond memories of 
the peat cutting where neighbours were always around to lend a hand.  Every house was allocated a 
peat bank but there would maybe only be one neighbour who owned a tractor.  The men would pile 
the peat high on the tractor whilst the women supplied tea, cake and scones.  It was an all day event 
where the younger generation got to run free.  Iain has always been more interested in being in the 
outdoors and football than in lessons.  His love of the countryside and outdoor pursuits is connected 
to this idyllic childhood on Lewis.  
 From age 11 Iain was off to the Nicholson Institute, the secondary school in Stornoway.  All 
children from the outlying areas stayed in hostels in Stornoway from Monday to Friday.  It was always 
Iain’s ambition to get into the mixed hostel.  Alas he never made it!  Iain left school at the end of fifth 
yr ready to earn some money.  He got work as an apprentice welder with Lewis Offshore Fabrication.  
It was the mid 1970s and it was the beginning of the oil boom. He eventually moved to Aberdeen to 
seek his fortune!  He got a job with Baker Oil Tools and continued working in the oil industry on and 
off for the next 30yrs.  
 When the first real oil slump came in 1986 Iain owned a flat and a brand new Peugeot 205 GTI 
(with which his love affair still continues).  He sold the car, his sister moved into his flat and Iain went 
travelling to Perth, Australia, with an impromptu two month detour via Java, Sumatra and other such 
islands, like his father before him.  Once in Perth he spent a few months partying until the money 
dried up.  Needing cash he ended up mining in Kalgoorlia.  Then it was off to Sydney by bus – 56 
hours across country!  Next, onto New Zealand where the people he met and the good times he had 
are too many to mention here.  Unfortunately Iain’s father became unwell and he decided to come 
back to Scotland and back to work in the oil industry.  He did managed to squeeze in a trip over to 
Canada where he took a trip in a flying boat from Fort Simpson to the Northwest Territories.  He was 
to spend 10 days paddling down the Nahanni River but his canoe capsized!  A very hair raising 
moment!  
 Iain’s love of running and cycling started in the 1990’s and he has taken part in the Highland 
Cross, the Great Wilderness Challenge and the first Strathpeffer 24 hr Cycle Race.  Iain loves the 
challenge of the long distance sport.  In 2006 Iain bought himself a wee Mazda Bongo and used it to 
stay in Braemar where he had friends attending the Junior Highland Games Dinner.  It was at the 
Dinner held on the Friday night that Iain was introduced to Maggie by Bunty Mitchell and the rest, as 
they say, is history though he does say one of his scarier moments so far was meeting Maggie’s 
lovely daughters, Kirsty, Linsey and Erin.  Iain moved to Braemar in 2009 eventually ending his 
30year career in the oil industry. He is now happily self-employed as a handyman/jack of all trades 
and is a member of the retained fire brigade.  Iain did think he would be the only Gaelic speaker in the 
village but that is not the case.  Chrissy MacIntosh is from Lewis and Iain and herself often pass the 
time of day in Gaelic!  So next time you see Iain in his blue van wave and shout “Ciamar a tha sibh?” 
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Paws for thought...  Richard Baker 
 

 Apologies for no profile on a local dog for 
this edition.  This short story was sent to us on 
Facebook and adapted for the Buzzard. 
 

Why Dogs live shorter lives through the 

eyes of a six year old 

  

 A vet had been 
called to examine a ten 
year old Irish Wolfhound 
named Belker.  The dog’s 
owners -  Ron, Lisa and 
son Shane - were all hop-
ing for a miracle.  After 
examining Belker the vet 
found he was dying of cancer and he could not 
do anything more for him.  The vet offered to put 
Belker to sleep at the family home.  As the ar-
rangements were being made, Ron and Lisa told 
the vet that they felt that six-year old Shane 
should observe the procedure as he may learn 
something from the experience. 
 The next day, the family gathered around 
Belker as the vet administered the injection and 
Shane was very calm continuing to stroke the old 
dog until he died.  As the family sat together, af-
ter the death the little boy seemed to accept 
Belker’s transition without any difficulty or confu-
sion.  The family talked about the sad fact that 
most animal’s lives are shorter than humans.  
Shane, who had been listening quietly, piped up 
“I know why”.  He said, “People are born so that 
they can learn how to live a good life - like loving 
everyone and being nice right?  Well, dogs al-
ready know how to do that, so they don’t have to 
stay on Earth as long!” 
 Perhaps we could learn a few things if a 
dog were a teacher, such as: 
 

 Enjoy the fresh air 
 Take lots of naps 
 Avoid biting when a simple growl will do 
 Delight in the simple joys of a long walk 
 Never pass up the opportunity to go for a 

joyride 
 Run, romp, and play daily 
 Be loyal 
 When you’re happy, dance around and wag 

your entire body 
 On warm days, stop to lie on your back on 

the grass 
 If what you want lies buried, dig until you find 

it 
 When someone is having a bad day, be si-

lent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently 
 Enjoy every moment of every day! 

 In the last edition of the Buzzard, the Braemar 
Local History Group published a short article 
on Duncan Cumming, local Post Runner from 
1807 until 1841.  Alas, no one has contacted 
the History Group with any further information 
relating to Duncan, but the following tribute 
from the Blairgowrie Advertiser, dated 9th 
March 1912, has been uncovered... 
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Tel: + 01339 741225     

Mobile: 07890892664 

e-mail:  

bubags02@btinternet.com 

 

Richard  
Dalmore House 
Fife Brae 
Braemar 
Aberdeenshire 
AB35 5NS 

 ALL PROJECTS CONSIDERED 

 ASK FOR  A QUOTE 

BRAEMAR WINDOW CLEANING 

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING 

 

  
Gutters Cleared  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NCP 

 

Mole and Pest Control 
 

BPCA Accredited 
 

Crathie 

Tel: 013397 42001 

Mobile: 0774 6556  883 

Scout Snow Camp February 

 
The scouts spent what can only be described as a 
great night at Glenshee on Thursday 7th February dur-
ing the mid term break, when 14 of them and their five 
leaders took part in flood lit skiing, snow holing and 
matting.  They all bedded down for the night in the 
Cairnwell cafe.  Breakfast at 8.00 am was followed by 
tidying the cafe then two runs on Claybokie to finish.  
Thank you to Aileen Lawrence (chief organiser) and to 
all at Glenshee for making it possible. 

Burns Supper - Jan 25
th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above - William Marsden address-
ing the haggis at the Braemar Scout Burns 
Supper.  A packed house of 110 people en-
joyed fantastic food, fantastic entertainment 
& fantastic company.  £1,250 was raised for 
the Scout’s summer trip to the Norwegian 
jamboree.  Thank you to all who took part. 

 
HIGHLAND HOSPITALITY 

MOORFIELD HOUSE HOTEL 

BRAEMAR, ROYAL DEESIDE, SCOTLAND 

Evening Meals Served from 6.00pm 

~~~ 

New Menu including  

Local Butcher ’ s Steaks 

in the Bar or Restaurant 

~~~ 

Bar Open from 4.30pm 

~~~ 

Bookings Advised 

Tel: 013397 41244 

~~~ 

Bar & Restaurant Open to the Public 

CHAPEL BRAE, BRAEMAR, AB35 5YP 
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Get involved! Lot’s going on... 

Chanter Group 

   

Monday evenings within the Highland Society Office.  
First group starts at 7.30 pm, second group at 8 pm and 
third at 8.30 pm. 
The group is of mixed ability and age, with players ranging from 7 – 
60, proving you’re never too old to learn a new trick.  If anyone is in-
terested in learning or is an existing player and wishes to help tutor, 
or develop their playing please get in touch with Diane or John Wright  
 013397 53849 or 07873952644.  
 
Jim Wood, Secretary, Braemar Piping Association 

Take Note of These Dates 

 

Spring is just around the corner which means we’re thinking ahead to the summer al-

ready. Plans are progressing for the 4th annual Jacobite Day at Braemar  

Castle, on Sunday 28
th

 July from 11.00 until 4.00.  All the usual fun of the fair will 

be there but there’s always room for more ideas.  If you’d like to have a stall, do a 
demonstration, organise a game then you’d be very welcome.  Let’s hear your ideas.  
We’ll also be looking for lots and lots of help on the day so if you can spare an hour to 
sell tickets, assist at the car park, look after a stall, act in the pageant etc please let us 
know.  The more volunteers we get the better.  If you’d like help with a Jacobite cos-
tume, we have plenty of materials and bits and pieces you can use.   To get in touch 
regarding any aspect of Jacobite Day please call Marilyn Baker 41225 or email 
mjdante@hotmail.co.uk  

 

The dates for Braemar Creative Arts Festival 2013 are Wednesday 23
rd

 – Saturday 

26
th

 October. This year’s festival will be bigger and better than last year’s with several new classes 

in the works, plus a bit of a ‘fringe’ growing already. More details of this event will be in the next Buz-
zard, but in the meantime put the dates in your diary - be here or miss out! 

Tin whistle 
 

Ever wanted to play  
the tin whistle but 
not sure where to 
start?  Beginning  
after Easter there are one or 
two beginners getting to-
gether at the Moorfield Hotel 
on a Monday at 7pm (that’s 
half an hour in advance of the 
traditional musicians session) 
for some basic tuition.  If you 
would like to join in, give Liz 
Robertson a phone  on 
013397 41030. 

 

Choir - continues to 

meet in Castleton Hall between 7 & 9 
pm on a Sunday night.  New 
members always welcome - con-
tact Sue Sherrard for more infor-
mation 41516 

Braemar 3rd Age Lunch Club 

 

 We continue to enjoy lunch every 
second Wednesday in the Fife Arms Ho-
tel.  It has been lovely to have an enjoy-
able lunch, a glass of sherry and good 
company.  We have also had some interesting guest 
speakers:- Brian Wood, talking about the Cairngorms 
National Park; Katrina Farquhar, our local councillor, 
there to answer questions on local issues (bus to the 
south always jumps to the fore!); Brian Cassey, our 
local entertainer, on hand to give us a song.  In De-
cember we took a trip to Drum Garden Centre for 
Christmas lunch.   
 Looking to the future we would welcome old 
and new members to come and join us for lunch.  
Currently lined up:- Doreen Wood, to do some yoga 
with us; aromatherapy; helpful first aid; and using 
computers.  Often we like to just sit and chat, remi-
nisce and relax.  For more information and meeting 
dates please contact Kathleen 41679 or Carole 
0770 8001798 or look out for a poster on the notice 
boards.  

mailto:mjdante@hotmail.co.uk
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Braemar’s young skiiers have talent! 

 With the snow falling in early January and the ski 
season off to a great start, some of Braemar’s young ski-
ers have been showing off their talents on the slopes.  
Eight children from Braemar Primary School were chosen to represent the school in the Schools Al-
pine Series – Glenshee qualifier.  They were put into two teams, A and B.  After the race was can-
celled twice due to too much snow and road closures, the event was eventually held on 1st February.  
After the disappointment of the two cancellations the children were very excited.  On the day it was 
cold and visibility wasn’t great but both teams did so well with Team A coming in first place and Team 
B in second, what a great result.  To top it all Braemar schools very own Cameron Lawrence was the 
fastest child out of all the boy competitors.  Gold and Silver medals and huge smiles all around.   

 Another young talent from Braemar is Aleysha Rat-
tray.  Her achievements this year include The Lecht open 
winner in the under 18s Ladies category, and in the same 
race as Braemar Primary but in the Secondary category 
Aleysha’s school, Robert Gordons, qualified in first place.  
On 2nd February Aleysha was the winner of the Glenshee 
Open once again for the under 18s ladies.  Aleysha’s tal-
ents don’t end there though as she has skied abroad in in-
ternational races in Chamonix and Les Houches, she did 
so well that her points were reduced by 100 and is cur-
rently 4th place in the UK for her age, a very gifted young 
lady. 
 There is currently a new craze in snow sports that is 
slowly rising in popularity called Freestyle.  Freestyle is an 
acrobatic form of snow sport  which consists of aerial 

jumps and tricks on rails and maybe moguls and a half-pipe.  All the jumps and rails are found in what 
is called a ski/snowboard park and most ski resorts have their own parks due to the upcoming popu-
larity.  Another of Braemar’s youngsters, Findlay Farquharson, recently won a competition in this disci-
pline at Glenshee.  The competition was on 2nd February and was called The Highlander.  Findlay 
managed a back flip over one of the jumps (called a kicker) and showed off other skills as well and 
gained first place.   There’s a link to a video of Findlay’s backflip on the Buzzard’s Facebook page. 
 With all this talent coming up through Braemar Snow Sports Club and Glenshee Performance 
Squad, look out for their names maybe not in the next winter Olympics but definitely Winter 2018! 

Susie Farquharson 

Photo above, Aleysha Rattray in training 

New youth club  had its initial meeting in 

the Shieling with 12 young people turning up 
to be involved.  The young people have de-
signed their own programme and have also 
decided to run a tuck shop and charge £1 a 
fortnight to help pay the rent.  Over the next 
few weeks equipment will be arriving for the 
group, chosen by the members using funding 
that has been secured for them.  Future plans 
include a team building fun day at Deeside 
activity park.  Anyone interested in coming 
along or wanting more information should 
contact Anna Sherrard 013397 41516 

Congratulations!  

To: Charlotte Hubbard; Angus, Fergus and Fraser 
Wood who recently passed their piano exams with 
flying colours! 
 
To: Braemar Scouts - Cameron Mur-
phy, Hamish Farquharson, Ailsa Law-
rence and Brodie Bruce who received 
their Chief Scouts Gold award;  to 
Niamh Upton who attained her Chief 
Scout Platinum award; and to Ex-
plorer Scout Catriona Walker who was presented 
with her Queens Scout award. 

Braemar Primary ski team 



What's on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Mar 18 Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

Mar 17 Sun BLHG Presentation on the Canadian Lumberjacks given by 
Robbie Mitchell 7.30 pm  Village Hall 

Mar 21 Thur SWRI - ‘The Village Bobby’ 7.30pm Kindrochit Court 

Mar 22 Fri Beetle Drive Castleton Hall 7.00 -9.00 pm in aid of Xmas lights 

Mar 30 Sat ‘In the footsteps of Bonnie Prince Charlie’ narrated by Jimmie 
Macgregor 8.00 pm Village Hall £12/£10/£5 in advance  
£14/£12/£7 on door 

Mar 31 Sun EASTER DAY  The Castle re-opens at 11.0 am with a Family 
Treasure Hunt in the grounds. 

Mar 31 Sun Mar Lodge Open Day  10.00 am - 4.00 pm £3 adult, NTS 
members free. Take part in the Easter Egg trail! 

Apr 1 Mon Concert by Fiona Driver (fiddle) & Graham Simpson (guitar) 
from Orkney 8.00 pm Village Hall 

Apr 6 Sat Coffee morning at Lochnagar Distillery 1030 - 1230 am in aid 
of CLAN & Anchor Unit Aberdeen.  Entry £3.50 

Apr 15 Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

Apr 18 Thur SWRI - AGM 7.30 pm Kindrochit Court 

Apr 20 Sat Black Grouse ‘Dawnwatch’ with Mar Lodge Ranger Service.  
4.30 am start!  £25 inc breakfast.  Booking 20164 (also April 
25 & May 4) 

Apr 27/28 Run Balmoral.  More information www.runbalmoral.com 

May 6 Mon Birds B4 breakfast.  Balmoral Ranger Service 6.00 am Spittal 
of Muick £10  Booking 013397 55059 

May 16 Thur SWRI - ‘Bingo. Beetle & Blether’  7.30 pm Kindrochit Court 

May 18 Sat ‘Vamm’ (Shetlandic string trio) 8.00 pm Village Hall 

May 20 Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

May 31Fri Walk & Stalk.  Mar Lodge Ranger service 6.00 - 10.00 pm  
£15 adult £5 child  Booking 20164   

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 

Wheelie Bins: 

Mar 21st 

Apr 4th, 18th 

May 2nd,16th,30th 

Recycling: 

Mar 28th 

Apr 11th,25th 

May9th,23rd 

 

 Mobile Library Service 

Tuesdays 

Once a month 
service.  More 
information  
Aberdeen  
Library &  
Information  
Service 01651 872707 

More events online at  
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 EASTER CHURCH SERVICES 

Mar 29 Fri Ecumenical service at 3.00 pm starting in St Andrews church, 
followed by a walk of witness with the cross through the vil-
lage, finishing with prayers at Braemar church.  All welcome. 

Mar 31 Sun Braemar & Crathie Church -  8.00 am service in the courtyard 
of Braemar Castle.  

Mar 31 Sun Episcopal Church - 4.00 pm communion service at St Ninian,s 
chapel, Mar Lodge with the Right Reverend Dr Robert Gillies, 
Bishop of Aberdeen & Orkney 

Mar 31 Sun St Andrew’s RC Church - 5.00 pm Sunday Mass 

Call for 
Photos 
 

To help in 
the process 
of updating the Braemar 
Scotland website, we 
need some new photos - 
photos showing Braemar 
at its best, village events, 
wildlife etc.  Please email 
your photos to the Tour-
ism group  

 

braemartourism2012 
@gmail.com 

 

Photos need to be origi-
nal and free from copy-
right.  The best photo, as 
judged by the committee, 
will receive a £20 prize 
and a front page spot on 
the new website!  More 
info Richard 41225 


