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All change at the Co-op 
 

 The recent closure of 
Strachans, both sudden and unex-
pected, has left a large void in the 
village in terms of food shopping.  
Braemar now has just the one food 
shop, the Co-op.  Whilst performing 
sterling service over the years, the 
Co-op is not without its problems.  
How many of us have been frus-
trated when popping down to the 
store, to find near empty fruit and 
vegetable shelves? or that the most 
staple of items, such as bread and 
milk, are sold out?  The Buzzard is 
delighted to report good news; plans 
are afoot to make improvements to 
our local store.  The Buzzard in an 
interview with the Co-op Manager, 
Gemma Johnston, discovered  that  
planning permission has been sub-
mitted by Mar Estate to extend the 
store to give it a greater sales area 
and better staff facilities (the staff facilities are particu-
larly basic!)  When final applications have been ap-
proved, the Co-op will be moving into the old Strachans 
store to allow the refurbishment to be carried out.  The 
regional manager has stated that a temporary post office 
counter can be fitted into the Strachans store as well.  
When the refurbishment is complete, the selection of 
products will change dramatically with the addition of an 
instore Bakery (very welcome!) and more room for fruit, 
vegetables and chilled items.  Gemma said „Whilst we 
currently receive regular deliveries 3-4 days per week 
and milk, bread and perishable items on a daily basis, 
there have been a few issues with the suppliers having 
incorrect information.  This has led to aggravation for 
both customers and staff alike.  However with increased 
awareness and support from regional management and 
with the prospect of greater store space, the Braemar 
store is in a much better place now‟.    
 The Buzzard also discovered that since Gemma 
has been managing the Co-op, with the help of custom-
ers, funds have been raised for numerous charities in-
cluding Clan, Marie Curie, The Scottish Poppy Trust, 
Starlight, and RNLI.  At the present time the store is col-
lecting funds for Enable Scotland which stand at over 
£1,300.  Let‟s all wish the Co-op good luck for the future! 

All aboard the ‘Royal Train’ at Braemar’s Street Party.  More  
photos inside on page 7  

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
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Braemar News Group 

 

Many thanks to the Moorfield Hotel who hosted 
the AGM of the Braemar News Group back in 
March.  At the AGM a revised constitution for 
the group was ratified and a new committee 
elected comprising: 
 
Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ram-
say  Secretary:  Margaret Palmer  Buzzard 
Editor:  Liz Robertson  Members:  Susie Far-
quharson, Maggie MacAlpine, Pamela McAree 
 
The position of Buzzard Editor is new.  The Edi-
tor will have overall responsibility for production 
of the Buzzard supported by the Editorial team - 
which currently comprises the Committee plus 
Richard Baker, Marilyn Baker, Doug Bruce, 
Selena Hill, Dave Sherrard and Pat Thomson.  
Anyone interested in joining the Editorial team  
should contact the Editor, Liz Robertson 
41030.  All enthusiastic helpers welcome!  How-
ever you do not need to be part of the Editorial 
team to submit articles/photos/letters/events for 
the diary for possible inclusion in the Buzzard 
on an occasional basis - these can be emailed 
to the Buzzard at: info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
or sent direct to the current Editor c/o Coldrach 
Lodge, Chapel Brae.   
 
With the recent development of the Buzzard 
website www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk the deci-
sion has been made to revert to quarterly issues 
of the Buzzard at least for the next year (but is-
sues have increased in size!) The 2-monthly 
issues of the Buzzard were intended to help 
promote village events but now the website en-
ables the „What‟s On in and around your village‟ 
to be updated on a continual basis - so if you 
are organising an event and have missed a 
Buzzard deadline, don‟t worry! - email  the de-
tails to info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk (or contact 
our webmaster, Dave Sherrard, direct on 
41516) and this can be put onto the website.  If 
we all make a habit of doing this, then the Buz-
zard‟s electronic „What‟s On‟ will be a useful vil-
lage diary.  
 
Finally,  just a reminder that the Buzzard is dis-
tributed free of charge to local residents but do-
nations towards costs are always welcome.  Do-
nation tins are located in the Newsagent and at 
the local Garage.   

Community Update: 

 

Community Council : The AGM of the Com-

munity Council took place in April.  Six nomina-
tions for four places on the Council necessitated 
an election. (Results will be reported on in the next 
issue.)  In his annual report the Chairman of the 
Community Council, John Macpherson, reviewed 
the major issues of the past year including:  New 
medical centre - no progress at present.  Inver-
cauld mews houses - progress slow and housing 
allocation of „affordable‟ houses proving a little 
controversial.  Extension of the Braemar speed 
limit zone - is helping slow traffic through the vil-
lage.  Lunch club for the over 60s - well sup-
ported and very popular.  (For more information 
contact Carole Paterson41493). Snow clearing 
through the winter - generally good within the 
village but no so good on the main road.  The web-
cam, pointing at the snow gates, should be in 
place for next winter.  Improvements to the road at 
Invercauld Bridge are planned which may hope-
fully prevent fewer cars coming off the road here. 
St Margaret’s church - no progress on renovation 
or development of strategy for future use.  Village 
tub planting - very successful, the village looked 
wonderful though the summer, thank you to all 
who helped.  Strachans closure - sad loss to the 
village but we look forward to the planned refur-
bishment of the Co-op.   

Question Time (April 20): The event was 

well attended and many local issues aired.  The 
panel comprised: Martin Ford (Green Party)  Jean 
Morrison (Labour) Nanette Milne (Conservative)  
Mike Rumbles (Liberal Democrats) and Dennis 
Robertson (SNP).   

Elections Results: Cairngorms National 

Park: Katrina Farquhar.  Scottish Parliament: Ab-

erdeenshire West - Dennis Robertson SNP. 

Church Clock: Now mended and reinstalled 

and chiming away! 

Golf Club:  The annual general meeting of the 

golf club was held on Friday 29th April at which Mr 
Dave Donald was elected club captain and Mr 
Dave Chandler his vice captain with other officials 
remaining in post.  In a challenging financial cli-
mate greater efforts have to be made to attract 
more use of the course and club facilities and it 
was agreed that a new website is to be launched 
to advertise the uniqueness of the setting and a 
new tier of membership created to accommodate 
less frequent players. This will permit 10 rounds to 
be played in the season, including use by a guest, 
at a cost of £150.00 www.braemargolfclub.co.uk 
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Braemar  Tourism Group 

 The Braemar Tourism Group has operated 
for a number of years to help promote tourism in 
the Braemar area.  Membership is open to anyone 
who has a local tourism business or organisation 
on payment of a small membership fee. The cur-
rent committee members are:  Iain Hair (chair); 
Andy Shore (vice chair); Liz Shore (treasurer); Alis-
tair Hubbard (secretary). 
 The group collaborates closely with other or-
ganisations such as the Community Council, the 
Deeside DMO, the National Park and Visit Scot-
land to promote and fund the development of tour-
ism and to extend the tourist season. 
 The group provides a forum within which 
ideas or problems associated with the develop-
ment of tourism can be debated and tourism pro-
jects developed.  Recent examples include the pro-
duction and circulation of the „Braemar leaflet‟; 
support for the Braemar Community website; sup-
port for the development of the Jacobite Fete at the 
Castle; funding for the Royal Wedding Street Party 
and the Junior Highland Games.   
 Currently the group is working on the devel-
opment of a tourism development strategy for 
Braemar.  The main aim of the strategy is to pro-
vide local businesses and organisations with an 
opportunity to reflect on how they can grow their 
businesses in a sustainable manner on their own 
or in collaboration with others in their business sec-
tor.  This collective vision will be used to engage 
with local and regional funding organisations and 
where appropriate to secure funding.  Copies of 
the current draft can be obtained from Iain at  
hairhotels@btconnect.com   
 If you wish to get involved with the group, 
please contact any of the committee members. 

Thankyou: 

 

 For the huge amount of help given by 
good neighbours over the winter to those 
of us in the community who are less than 
fit.  Neil Bain was particularly helpful with 
his snow blower, without his help we 
would have had trouble finding the car!  
Others were equally helpful with shopping. 

K. Fallowfield 
 

 To the First Response Team for their 
prompt (under 5 minutes!) turnout and re-
assuring presence when I had need to call 
them out with a medical emergency re-
cently.  We may not have an ambulance 
stationed in the village but we do have an 
excellent First Response Team. 

 

Pamela McAree 

GARDEN TIPS 

 
 Don‟t pull up all 
those nettles in the gar-
den -  do cultivate a patch 
in a corner, they are such 
a useful plant!   Invalu-
able as plant and moth 
food, an aid to pest con-
trol, good as mulch, great 
as a compost accelerator, 
steep in water to make a liquid plant food - 
their uses go on and on.  Find out more online 
at www.nettles.org.uk or read „101 Uses for 
Stinging Nettles‟ by Piers Warren published in 
2006 by Wildeye.   
 Don some gloves and cut off the tops of 
young leaves of nettles to make a fantastic 
soup, you will need half a carrier bag full... 
 

RECIPE CORNER 

Nettle Soup 

 Wash nettles thoroughly and put to one 
side.  In a pan gently sweat one large chopped 
onion, one large chopped carrot, 2 chopped 
celery sticks and a large crushed clove of gar-
lic.  Add a litre of vegetable or chicken stock 
and pile in the nettles.  Bring to the boil and 
simmer until nettles are tender.  Season well 
and puree in a liquidiser adding a couple of 
tablespoons of cooked rice to thicken (or hand-
ful of „Smash‟). Serve with a swirl of cream and 
a generous sprinkling of chopped herbs.  Also 
good served cold.  

Braemar Scout Trip to Denmark 

The 1st Braemar Scout Group is off to Denmark for 
the first week of July, visiting the Geels Gruppe in 
Copenhagen.  The Geels Scouts visited Braemar 
last year and enjoyed the junior games and hospital-
ity of the Braemar Scouts.  There are 20 cubs and 
scouts and 6 leaders going, and to make the trip as 
affordable as possible the group have been fund 
raising frantically with the target of raising £100 per 
person.  Thank you to everyone who has supported 
the fund raising effort.  The funds are now standing 
very close to their target and everyone is getting 
very excited and looking forward to their trip.  If you 
would like more information on the trip or would like 
to make a donation, please phone Susie Farquhar-
son on 41382 or email at Susie@farkys.net 
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The Walking Group      

is now conducting regular walks on 
alternate Tuesdays & Saturdays. We 
try to make the walks as varied and 
interesting as possible and since our 
first AGM, held in January this year, 
we have only had to postpone one 
walk because of bad weather. 
Notification of the next walk is 
circulated via e-mail or letter to all 
members. 
 

From the top of humble Craig 
Choinich to Ben Macdui, in the heart 
of the National Park, you can still see 

why the ancients said that the Hills & Mountains are there to hold up the sky!  I often stand in awe of 
the powers that formed this rugged landscape and always feel privileged to be able to walk with 
freedom remembering all those people less fortunate to have enjoyed the same health as I have.   
Being well prepared, with the correct equipment and with the blessing of good weather, walking the 
local hills and glens is a great experience. If anyone wishes to join the walking group e-mail us on: 
braemarwalkers@btinternet.com or phone Richard 41225.  There is  large  selection of our 
previous walks on our Blog at: http://braemarwalkers.blogspot.com     Richard Baker 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BRAEMAR SERVICE STATION  

has gone green!  
 

This summer we will be selling a range 
of bedding plants, compost, plant tubs 

and other gardening accessories.   

 

Also don’t forget we stock a wide range of 
hardware, pet treats and bird food and 

also BBQ’s and charcoal.   
 

Call in and see what we’ve got! 

Gifts and Gardens is changing its name to Wild Thistle in an attempt to attract a wider 

market, especially in the quieter winter months.  The shop will remain much the same, concentrating 
on quality gifts and home accessories made in Scotland.  This season, plant sales will transfer to the 
forecourt of the Braemar Service Station.  Bedding plants and shrubs will be available from mid May 
onwards and we urge you to support Joanne and Barry. 

Richard  
Dalmore House 
Fife Brae 

BRAEMAR WINDOW CLEANING 

& EXTERNAL PAINTING 

 

 ALL PROJECTS CONSIDERED 

 ASK FOR  A QUOTE 

Gutters Cleared  

SNO-DEVIL  
Melt your problems away! 

Trace heating systems are specified to 
prevent the build-up of snow and ice in 

gutters and on roofs. 
SNO DEVIL provides an affordable solution to the 
damaging effect snow and ice have on your house, 

once installed SNO DEVIL has minimal running costs. 

For a free no obligation estimate  
Tel: 013397 56221 Mob: 077 284 80706 

www.snodevil.webs.com 
 

email: snodevilmelts@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

www.wildthistle.co.uk 
 

Gorgeous gifts, unique home accessories & 
personal presents for all occasions & all ages. 

Inspired by country living, mostly made in Scotland 
 

10 Invercauld Road, Braemar, Tel 013397 41070, 

info@wildthistle.co.uk 

 

Tel: + 01339 741225     

Mobile: 07890892664 

e-mail:  

bubags02@btinternet.com 

mailto:braemarwalkers@btinternet.com
http://www.wildthistle.co.uk
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www.braemarandcrathieparish.org.uk BRAEMAR & CRATHIE PARISH 

Spring 2011 relaunched website. Check service times together with all the latest Parish news. 
 

www.braemarcastle.co.uk   BRAEMAR CASTLE 

Castle history; visitor information; how to become a volunteer; castle hire and more.  
 

www.braemarwalkers.blogspot.com BRAEMAR WALKING GROUP 

Blog describing all the recent highlights of the walking group.  For more information 
about the group contact Richard 41225 
 

www.braemarlhg.com    BRAEMAR LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Information on the group -  contacts, events, report on past events, sections that will be added to on 
local buildings, local businesses and local residents. 
 

www.discoverroyaldeeside.com  DISCOVER ROYAL DEESIDE 

Visitor‟s guide to Royal Deeside including a special page on Braemar. 

 


 

Do you have any odd jobs 
needing done? 

 

Cleaning gutters, mowing lawns, 

splitting logs etc..... 
 

Contact: Iain MacKay 
 

Tel:013397 41245 

Mob: 0775 3278597 

 

All jobs considered. 

Old Cine Film Reels & Slides to DVD 
 

Excellent results 
 

Reasonable cost and no VAT 
 

Established 1969 
 

Contact Bob Thomson  

013397 41214 
 

Keep abreast online - useful websites to visit 

for local information  

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    BRAEMAR BUZZARD  

Read the Buzzard online; check out „What‟s On‟ in and around Braemar; 
search past editions.  Organising an event?  Then email the information 
to info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk and it can be added to the event diary. 

 

www.braemarscotland.co.uk    BRAEMAR GUIDE 

Guide for visitors to Braemar - everything from accommodation to 
weather! 

http://www.calicolaine.co.uk/
http://www.calicolaine.co.uk/
http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/
http://www.calicolaine.co.uk/
http://www.writetothem.com/
http://magicseaweed.com/
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Time Travel in Braemar 

 

 The 1911 census became available to researchers on 5 April and gives a fascinating picture of 
Braemar 100 years ago. It was becoming recognisably the village we know, peopled by families 
whose descendants still live in the village, and shops that many of us remember. 
 Among the familiar traders are Hutchinson the butcher; Gordon the baker; John Grant the sta-
tioner; James Grant the motor agent; Airlie House the draper.  At Airlie House, John McGregor, tai-
lor, outfitter and clothier, lives with his wife Jane, and daughters Helen, 11, and Annette, 8. 
 Annette seems to be a trendy name for the time - at Burnside, James Grant the cycle and mo-

tor agent and his wife Rose, who comes from Oxford, have three children: Arthur, 14, Winifred, 12, 
and another Annette, 10.  Nearby at Jasmine are the carpenter James McDonald, his wife Margaret, 
and their children John, 14, Alexander, 13, Margaret, 9, and Isa, 5, who are all at school.  At the 
Chapel House beside St Andrew‟s Church, Canon James Paul, RC clergyman, his Irish house-
keeper Isabella Harker, and a young visitor, Catherine Paterson, aged 11.  At Daisybank are the 
gamekeeper John Grant, his wife Isabella, and their daughter Jane, who is 36.   At Rose Cottage, 
the blacksmith John Stewart, his 30-year-old daughter Mary, and lodging with them are two young 
plumbers, John Lamb and Edwin Bruce. 
 A surprising number of houses are empty, including Choinnach, Hayfield and the Toll House.  
Up Chapel Brae, the redoubtable Miss Mary McDonald is at 2 Fern, 32 years old and head teacher of 
St Andrew‟s School (nowadays the Old School House) since she was 23.  
 At Braemar Castle, the splendidly aristocratic-sounding Robert Bruce Grant Gordon lives with 

his wife Frances and daughter Agnes Frances - but despite the impressive name he is a hotel worker 
and his wife is a domestic servant.  Agnes Frances, unusually, describes herself as a chemistry stu-
dent. 
 Just a snapshot of Braemar on one night in 1911.  More next time - and if you wonder who was 
in your house that night, contact me through the Buzzard and I‟ll find out. 

 
For more information on the 1911 census and how to access it, go to www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 
 

Alison Grant MacKintosh 
Jasmine, 1948-64, Dunain, 1964-67 

Braemar Local History Group (BLHG). 

 BLHG has had a highly suc-
cessful season of events culminat-
ing in a visit to Invercauld House 
which rounded off, for this season, 
talks from John Duff, Willie 
Meston and David Geddes. 
 Forthcoming events are 
likely to include two free guided 
walking tours about the village.  
The first hour long walk to look at 
the various church buildings and 
associated history, the second to 
look at historical buildings. These 
walks will be primarily geared to-
wards visitors although open to 
interested locals too; possibly run-
ning fortnightly and commencing 
early July.  Any thoughts and vol-
unteer guides welcome. 
 Finally an invitation is ex-
tended to all villagers to suggest 
topics, speakers or events, which 
the committee can consider for 
next year‟s programme.  Visit the 
BLHG‟s website for more information about the group:  www.braemarlhg.com     Doug Bruce 

Neil Bain addressing visitors to Invercauld House, Sunday April 17th 
prior to the tour of the 100 + rooms! 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Braemar Castle                 Pete Mulvey, Doreen Wood 

  

On the 15th of April the Castle saw a bit of history repeated when 
the committee of the Royal Highland Society held their quarterly 
meeting there for the first time in 115 years!  The occasion was 
arranged to coincide with the opening of a new exhibition on the 
Gathering which has been loaned to the volunteers by Balmoral 
Castle.  As well as wall mounted boards with photographs and 
text describing the origins and development of the Gathering, the 
exhibits include the actual hammer, weights and stones which 
have been used in the heavy events over a long period of time.  
Also on display is a bill to the Duff Highlanders from the Fife Arms 
Hotel for the supply to them of 2.5 gallons of Whisky at the very 
reasonable price of 18 shillings (90p a gallon!)  Both the Society 
and the Castle are delighted to renew a strong association which 
also saw the Games held in the Castle grounds on several occa-
sions in the past. 
 

Other news:  Progress is continuing to secure funding for the ur-
gent repairs to the roof of the castle, estimated at £300,000.  Ap-
plications have been submitted to Historic Scotland for roof fund-
ing and to the Big Lottery to fund a development worker. 
 

The season got off to a flying start with an Upstairs/Downstairs day.  ‟Downstairs‟ Pat Fraser and Mary 
Shewan were cooking up pancakes for visitors and „Upstairs‟ Pete Mulvey and Sheila Anderson were 
„Piccadilly Jim‟, the 13th Laird, and wife for the day.  The next event is a „Dress Up Day‟ on Sunday 19 
June.  Dig out that special wedding outfit you‟ve only worn once and enjoy a tour of the castle, free 
bubbly, strawberries and cream!  

  

If you would like to get involved helping at the Castle please phone Doreen Wood on 0770 285 681.  
With visitor numbers well up on last April, more volunteers would be very welcome. 

At the opening of the new exhibition at 
Braemar Castle - Simon Blackett wel-
comes John Duff (President of the 
Braemar Royal Highland Society). 

Braemar’s Street Party 

Held on April 29th in the Games Park in celebration of the 
Royal Wedding.  The Royal train (above left) rode back and 
forth during the day from Auchendryne station to ... the other 
side of the park, ably driven by John Macpherson.  The ener-
getic took part in the tug of war competition, the less energetic 
(above right!) sat in the sunshine and drank to the health of the 

royal couple.  The SWRI and the Scouts were on hand with refreshments.  John Duff on behalf of the 
Royal Highland Society presented commemorative spoons to the younger residents.  A great after-
noon was had by all!    Thank you to John Macpherson for some of these photos 
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Castleton Dancers and the Community               Marilyn Baker 

 The Castleton Dancers are hard at work, not just keeping themselves fit and well, but hoping to 
keep the community alive and kicking too, by raising money for the Sandpiper Trust.  This trust is a 
charitable organisation which provides remote and rural areas with emergency medical kits, designed 
to be used to deliver pre-hospital procedures to stabilise patients in the „golden hour‟.  Living as far 
as we do from a main hospital, and with no ambulance in the village, this kit could mean the differ-
ence between life and death for any sick or injured resident or visitor to Braemar.  The dancers have 
been collecting throughout April and are well on the way to raising £1000, the cost of a complete kit, 
for the Sandpiper Trust.  
 The ladies are now organising and looking forward to their annual celebration. Each year, in 
June, the Castleton Dancers host a weekend of Scottish Country Dancing where over 60 dancers 
from all around the country join 30 local dancers, for a fabulous weekend of dance, both in the village 
and at Mar Lodge.    
 Would you like to be a Castleton Dancer?  We enjoy bringing new dancers into the group and 
there‟s always space for more recruits. You do not need experience, just a love of dancing.  Did you 
know that a recent study showed Scottish country dancing as the best overall form of exercise? Or if 
you just enjoy social dancing then come along to the social dance class any Tuesday at 7.30pm in 
Castleton Hall. Call Marilyn 41225 for more information on either the social night or joining the 
Castleton Dancers.  

The Jacobites Rise Again 

Following on the very successful Jacobite Fete at Braemar Castle in 2010, the organisers decided to 
do it all again!  But this year will be bigger and better.  Please put Sunday 24th July in your diaries 
NOW.  We do need an army of volunteers on the day, if you can add your name to the list it would be 
much appreciated.  Contact Marilyn 41225 

 

News from Mar Lodge Estate 
 Ah, Spring is sprung…. and hard to believe 
that we seem to have moved straight from some 
excellent winter ski-touring conditions on the hill, to 
serious high fire risk in a very short space of time. 
 Spring flowers now very much in evidence – 
violets, wood sorrel, and the beautiful yellow „Petty 
Whin‟, like a miniature gorse poking its head out of 
the heather.  Birds are returning to their nesting 
grounds - waders such as the oystercatcher, pee-
wits and curlew in abundance alongside the river, 
summer visitors like the wheatear and house  
martins rebuilding nests under the eaves of the 
Estate buildings.  Starlings currently sitting on 

eggs in the nest box outside the window - hoping they will vacate it in time for the return of the swifts 
in a few weeks, for whom it was intended! 
 Elsewhere on the estate we have counted a total of around 120 cocks on our black grouse 
leks, and also hoping the dry weather will give a good start to the breeding red grouse for later in the 
sporting season.  Signs also that salmon are beginning to return up river for the fishing.  Later we will 
be involved in a research project looking at ways of re-establishing the rare „twinflower‟ in and 
around the pinewoods, and will also have a student looking at our populations of wood ants. 
 On the buildings side, we are pleased to have completed the refurbishment of our main holiday 
apartment in the Lodge, up to 4-star standard, helping to maintain our welcome to guests and visitors 
to the area.  We are also delighted to welcome our new Property Manager to Mar Lodge, David 
Frew.  Originally from Aberdeen and brought up in Kintore, David has joined us from the Isle of 
Rhum where he has most recently been working as Development Officer for the island‟s Community 
Trust, and prior to that, as Visitor Services Manager, a role that included managing the grade-A listed 
Kinloch Castle.  David‟s background also includes experience in the hotel sector, and customer ser-
vices with Cairngorm Mountain on Speyside, and he is looking forward to getting to know Braemar, 
and meeting up with the community to explore areas of potential mutual benefit for tourism and  
conservation.              Peter Holden 
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Traditional Music 

The whistle is a simple and inexpen-
sive instrument (from less than £5), 
fun to play and easy to master basic 
tunes. Braemar has a few beginner 
level players who would like to get 
together weekly or fortnightly to im-
prove their skills. Ideally a group 
would have five to ten participants 
and the moment we only have three.  
 

Anyone interested in knowing more 
please mail 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk or call 
Dave  41516. No experience nec-
essary, just willingness to get an in-
strument and practice! If there is a 
better player in our midst we‟d be 
delighted as a bit of coaching would 
help us all along. We have no plans 
to play in public – it‟s just for fun! 
Chances are we won‟t start till after 
summer but it would be good to have 
an idea of interest.  

Congratulations! 

To the Braemar SWRI who in the recent Upper 
Deeside Spring Bulb Show came second in the 
„Combined Effort‟ category, their entry receiving 
full marks!  View the entry (a crocheted knee rug/
picnic rug) in the Village Craft Fair on Sunday 29 

May. And talking of the Craft Fair ...the SWRI 
would like to invite any „crafters‟ in the village to 
lend items for display at the fair to enhance the 
event - set up is from 11.00 am on the Sunday, 
more information from Pat 41214.  

Visiting Braemar   Barbara Niven 
 

 My first visit to Braemar took place in 1934 
at the age of six.  My parents (mother Polish, fa-
ther Scots) brought me there to get „the good air‟ 
and see the mountains.  I think it was late sum-
mer, and we travelled by steam train as far as 
Ballater.  I did not then speak English however I 
did learn to dance the Highland Fling and in spite 
of being a plump child, became rather adept at it.  
I also remember my first „climb‟ Craig Choinnich, 
with a bit of a „carry‟ from my father, near the top. 
 My next visit, only 6 years later, in 1940, 
was somewhat different.  Several traumatic 
events had taken place during the previous years.  
The Second World War had started, our home in 
Poland was destroyed by the Germans, and my 
mother had died tragically.  In spite of, or perhaps 
because of all this, my father decided that we 
should spend that summer in Braemar, it being 
considered safer than Aberdeen.  So in June 
1940 we took Albany Cottage (at the bottom of 
Chapel Brae) for a month.  As Albany at the time 
had only one outside toilet and no running hot wa-
ter, we had to move.  I went to stay briefly in Mar 
Cottage, with a friend of my father‟s called Lady 
Hodson, while the others went to Bellevue, oppo-
site, still in Chapel Brae. 
 I made friends with the MacDonald sisters 
Marjorie, the same age as myself, also Lorna and 
Joan who used to play with Rosemary and Eliza-
beth Hodson.  So happy were we in Braemar that 
we remained there, frequently changing house,  
until October!  I recollect endless sunny days, rid-
ing bicycles (no cars), walking, golf, climbing, 
swimming in the Clunie and above all, picnics. 
 The war seemed very far away as the 
weeks succeeded each other.  We stayed with 
Miss Hepburn, the local Catholic school teacher 
in „Fern Cottage‟ at the top of Chapel Brae.  Later 
on we were also in „Lui‟ with the formidable Miss 
Mackintosh, whose lentil soup was legendary.  
However if one were even five minutes late for 
lunch, one simply didn‟t get any! 
 All these holiday cottages came „with atten-
dance‟ which meant that the owner‟s wife, or un-
married lady, cleaned and cooked for their 
guests, while staying in the little house at the 
back of the main property.  There was no electric 
light in any of the cottages, which only added to 
their attraction for me. I loved the smell of paraffin 
lamps and going to bed by candle-light made 
even brushing one‟s teeth seem romantic! 
 Our last port of call in September 1940 was 
„Broombank Cottage‟ near the Princess Royal 
Park.  This was where the Philipses lived, a 
young couple with 2 boys.  Mr Philips was away 

fighting, so his wife was glad to have 3 adults and 
3 children to stay.  Forever in my memory will re-
main that evening in September when everyone 
thought that the Germans had invaded Britain.  
The signal for this was the solemn tolling of 
church bells throughout the land.  St Andrew‟s 
Catholic Church duly rang its bell and the cry 
went up “Invasion - the Germans have landed”.  I 
kept looking skywards hoping to glimpse para-
chutes descending, but to my disappointment, 
none appeared.  Mrs Philips went completely hys-
terical so my father slapped her sharply across 
the face - I was horrified, but she immediately 
stopped her screaming and became calm.  Of 
course the whole thing was a false alarm, thank 
goodness, but quite frightening at the time.  This 
ended four months of Braemar „magic‟. 

 

Thankyou to Barbara Niven for sharing these 
memories with the Buzzard. (Address supplied) 

mailto:info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk
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Braemar Folk by Selena Hill 
 

 I have always had a fascination in other peoples lives so, in what I 
hope may become a regular feature in the Buzzard, I am going to investi-
gate and reveal to you some of the fascinating life stories of Braemar‟s 
residents.  First up -  Kate Muirhead of Rucksacks Bunkhouse 
 Kate‟s father was a marine engineer and her mother a police-
woman, but their real passion was music and they sang and played piano 
in a band – travelling as far afield as Singapore. Kate was born when her 
mother was 45 (a wee surprise!) in Kingston, London, moving to Edin-
burgh when Kate was still a wee bairn. Kate was schooled in Edinburgh – 
with a short stint at Mary Erskines (the less said about that the better!) 
 As Kate approached her final days at school her main ambition was 
to own a car and with this need for cash she entered the world of banking. 
Employed by the Clydesdale, one of her jobs involved lighting the fires in 
the morning!  As Kate got more involved in the banking world she dreamt 
of driving her wee car to London and entering the great financial world but 
the Clydesdale had other ideas – and sent Kate to Tobermory as a gen-
eral bank clerk – there to gain experience! 
 Kate spent 5 years in Tobermory where she loved the freedom – 
freedom to walk the hills, to walk to the shops and to walk to the Pub!  
Kate even started a canoe club in Tobermory.  Unfortunately housing was 
an issue, with her having to move every six months – not fun! Kate 
needed stability and this meant getting a mortgage but property was ex-
pensive.  The Clydesdale had the answer – Kirkwall, Orkney! 
 Kate got promotion and a mortgage and the Clydesdale got a bank 
manager - perfect. At the time banking was very much a man‟s world - the 
Clydesdale only had 2 female managers.  After 14 years, the long days 
and little free time took their toll on Kate and she became ill, leading to a 
spell in hospital.  She realised that there must be more to life and decided 
“enough is enough” and to the dismay of the Clydesdale, resigned. They 
very generously said she could have a year out „to find herself‟ but Kate 
said „No!‟ She had God-daughters in Edinburgh and decided she wanted 
to take them hostelling all over Scotland. 
 This was not to be - fate intervened.  Kate was visiting Stirling and 
popped into the SYHA for a wee nosey and sitting on the wall outside the 
hostel was a young man furiously puffing away on a cigarette.   Kate said 
this was a very bad advert for the hostel association and he angrily replied that he was having a bad 
day.  He was interviewing for the post of manager of a hostel.  Lightbulb moment - Kate said, 
„Interview me!‟ and he did and, after a slight misunderstanding when Kate thought the post was for 
Inverie, Knoydart and then a very bizarre conversation ensued between the two, Kate landed the job 
- as manager of the youth hostel at Inverey, Deeside. 
 So the summer of 1996 saw her immersing herself into the youth hostelling way of life. Kate 
has far too many mad and wacky stories to write here - but suffice it to say she was certainly never 
bored.  After the summer Kate‟s plan was to do a degree in Business Tourism but again fate inter-
vened.  She met Colin and Karen Bruce who were keen to sell their bunkhouse in Braemar.  After 
some charming on Colin‟s part and some serious thought on Kate‟s, the deal was done and Kate 
took on Rucksacks bunkhouse in June 1997.  Kate spent the next two years personalising the bunk-
house and getting to know the local area and it is now a thriving business.  In recent years Kate has 
suffered hip problems but hopefully that is all behind her and she looks forward to welcoming many 
more backpackers to her bunkhouse.  Kate has a fondness for Braemar and hopes young people will 
continue to visit and settle in the local community, but of course, this raises the age-old problem – 
Braemar needs affordable housing! 

Photos wanted!  Traditionally the summer issue of the Buzzard has a centre page photographic 

record of some of the summer activities.   Please send us your favourite shots and the best will ap-
pear is the mid-August edition.  Email as jpeg file to info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
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Teddies wanted! 

At the Jacobite Fete at Braemar Cas-

tle, Sunday 24th July,  there will be a 

prize for the best dressed Jacobite 

teddy bear….so get busy and bring 

along your Teddies to join Teddy Mac-

Bear at the Castle. 

Well Done!  

  
To Hamish Farquharson and 
to Ellie Mclaren for excelling 
in their Grade 1 piano 
(Hamish) and Grade 2 (Ellie) 
violin recently.   
 

Have any other juniors got a 
success story to report?  Do 
let the Junior Buzzard know.  

 

The new Morrone Explorer Scout unit (for 14-18 year olds) took to the 
hills on May 1st.  This was the first outing using the new light weight 
backpacking tents, purchased with funds obtained from Scottish Ex-
ecutive Youth Cash-back scheme.  The unit has plans for a wide range 
of adventurous activities - anyone interested in joining should contact 
Duncan 41030 

Braemar Beaver Colony about to set off 
to take part in the Village Clean Up (April 
28).  They joined a crowd of cubs and 
scouts and together with other members 
of the village, carried out a village ‘spring 
clean’ .  The event was master-minded by 
Simon Blackett.  The CNP assisted with 
funds for clean up materials.  Brilliant 
work all! 

The Bowling Season has 
started and the Braemar 
Club is looking to start up 
a junior section.  Junior 

mem-
bership 
is just 
£3 for 
a 
whole 
year - 
tuition 
and 
bowls 
pro-

vided.  The club meets on 
a Monday night from 7pm 
but a special junior ses-
sion can be arranged at 
an earlier time or even on 
an alternative day accord-
ing to demand.  If you 
would like to give bowling 
a go then Liz 41030 or 
simply turn up on a Mon-
day night at the Bowling 
club on Glenshee Road.  



What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

May 19 SWRI 1930 Kindrochit Court.  Bingo. 

May 29 Sun Village Craft Fair & teas.  1400- 1600  Village Hall.  Anyone in 
the village can contribute items to the display. 

June 4 Sat  Aberdeen Mountain Rescue Sponsored Walk.  23 km circular 
route from Spittal of Muick. Walkers needed!  More info 
01224 315505 www.amrt.org.uk 

June 11 Sat Village outing to Crieff and Dobbies Garden Ctre Perth.  Free 
for over 60s.  Space permitting, all others c£10/head.  Pat 
013397 41214 information and booking. 

June 16 Th 
(& every Th  
to end July) 

A Walk in the Parks 1900 - 2000 NTS Mar Lodge.  £3 adult, 
children free.  Contact ranger service to book 013397 20164.  
Lots of other NTS events, more details on Buzzard website.  

June 19 Sun Dress Up Day Braemar Castle  1100 - 1600.  Dig out that spe-
cial wedding outfit and enjoy a tour of the castle, bubbly and 
strawberry tea! 

June 20 Mon Braemar Community Council 1930 Braemar School 

July 2 Sat Magical Moorlands 0930 - 1530  Balmoral Ranger service.  Off
-roading adventure to visit site of Whitley bomber air crash.  
£5 pp 013397 55059 to book.  For other info on a huge list 
of ranger events, check out the Buzzard website. 

July 18 Mon Braemar Community Council 1930 Braemar School 

July 24 Sun Jacobite Fete, Braemar Castle.  1100 - 1600  Games, stalls, 
exhibitions, entertainment and activities.  Refreshments avail-
able.  More info Marilyn 013397 41225  

Aug 15 Mon Braemar Community Council 1930 Braemar School 

 Weekly Events 

Mondays Bowling from 1900, Bowling Green, Glenshee Rd.  Newcom-
ers welcome.  More info from Graeme @ The Old Bakery. 

Tuesdays Scottish Country Dancing 1930-2100.  Castleton Hall.  Open 
to all (adults).  More info Marilyn 013397 41225  

Thursdays Scout Group - Beavers, Cubs, Scouts.  Explorer Scouts 
Wednesdays, 1900 More information Duncan 013397 
41030.   

Sundays Choir  Invercauld Hotel, 1900 - 2100 

 Mobile Library Service 

Tuesdays 

Our mobile li-
brary driver Alis-
tair has retired & 
is not to be re-
placed.  The li-
brary van will 
now call at Brae-
mar on TUESDAYS 
starting Tuesday May 
17th and monthly there-

after; starting at the 
Church 1130; Kindrochit 
Court 1220; Chapel Brae 
1250; St Andrews Ter-
race1320.  Times may 
vary slightly as this route 
has not yet been tested! 

Village  
Bin Collec-

tions - 
Thursdays 

 

Wheelie Bins: 

May:  5th, 19th 

June: 2nd, 16th, 30th 

July 14th, 28th 

Recycling: 

May:  12th, 26th 

June: 9th, 23rd 

July 7th, 21st 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Deadline for next edition: July 31st  2011 
 

Buzzard website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Adverts: Cost £15.00 per eighth of page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine  013397 41245 

 

 
 

Want to report a road 
defect?  (e.g. pot hole; 
lighting fault; faulty drain;  
damage to pavement 
etc.)  then contact: Aber-
deenshire Road Defect 
Reporting 08456 
081205 
roads@aberdeenshire.gov.uk   
 
 

Aberdeenshire Council 
produce a handy booklet 
„Your Guide to Council 
Services‟ available free 
from libraries and council 
offices. 

Did ya ken? 


