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Triple success! 
 

Pictured left: Dave Torrance  

congratulates Angus, Fergus, and 

Fraser Wood on the achievement 

of their Queen’s Scout award.  

Earlier the three received their 

Gold Duke of Edinburgh awards 

from Raymond Penny (well done 

all!)  Highland Pavillion April2019.   
 

Below left:  New church sign - in 

place with funding from the Hydro 

scheme (see more page 3) 
 

Below right:  Line dancing away 

the excesses of tea! - Well Being 

week May 2019 (more page 2) 

This issue of the Buzzard has a colour cover thanks to sponsorship from the Castleton Dancers (a colour cover virtually 
doubles printing costs).  We rely on donations and adverts to cover costs - your support is much appreciated (contact 
Maggie for adverts or find a donation tin at any of our outlets). 

Photos thanks to Magali Brat and Dale Johnson 
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Dorothy Ramsay  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacKay  

013397 41245.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery and the newsagent/pharmacy.  

The Buzzard is funded by advertising and donations 

- donation tins are at all these outlets for any very 

welcome contribution towards costs.  

 The AGM of the Braemar News Group was 

held on 3 May when Hanane Kateortega was wel-

comed on to the editorial committee.  If YOU would 

like to be involved in the production and distribution 

of the 

Buzzard, please speak to any of the committee 

members, enthusiastic supporters are always  

serving at the ever popular buffet and to those who 

worked so hard on the night.  There is another fund 

raiser planned for 3rd August when the film ‘Stan & 

Ollie’ will be screened together with the famous 

‘Crathie’ buffet. 

 Volunteers are busy with coffee mornings for 

the guests and sprucing up the gardens.  Golf day 

this year is on 12th October at Balmoral and will be 

our major fund raiser.  We are hoping for better 

weather after having to cancel last year because of 

gale force winds. 

 If you would like to be a volunteer and join 

the ‘Friends’ please call Maggie Mackay 013397 

42100 for information.  You will be most welcome. 
 

Braemar Community Council BCC John 

Torrance joined BCC in the recent elections  

bringing the number of community councillors to 

seven.  There are still three spaces not filled and 

anyone with an interest in community affairs is  

encouraged to come forward - speak to any of the 

current members (Aimi Blueman, Alisdair 

Colquhoun, Elliot Perkins, Trevor Garlick, Shaila 

Rao, Dave Sherrard)  to find out more.   

 The AGM will be held on June 17 in Braemar 

Primary School at 7pm and this will be the first 

meeting of the newly elected council.  The meeting 

is open to the public - discussion will include village 

parking.  Aberdeenshire Council proposals for 

changes to village parking are pending funding and 

planning approvals - for the latest update come 

along to the meeting.  

 The current Sunday shuttle bus service to 

Ballater will continue until March next year but the 

service (which is currently free) becomes ‘paying’ 

as from August 17. 
 

Wellbeing week - Braemar hosted a two day 

event May 14/15 comprising -  Day one: a ‘Musical 

Afternoon tea’ , beautifully served in the Highland 

Games Pavilion, followed by a Menopause café in 

the evening.  Day two:  an informal news/info day 

in the Village Hall with a wide range of local  

organisations and in Castleton Hall, an opportunity 

to try Mindfulness and Yoga.  A big thank you to 

everyone who took part and for the generosity of 

people’s time and raffle donations (our costs were 

just about covered)!     Carole Paterson 
 

 

Cairngorm Trust Community Grants 

Scheme invites applications up until the end of 

August for grants of up to £1000.  The scheme is 

intended to encourage projects that protect and 

enhance landscapes, wildlife and local culture in 

the National Park.  Full details at 

www.cairngormstrust.org.uk 

Community Update: 

Help with fuel bills - the Home 

Energy Advice Team (HEAT) is a 

service delivered by SCARF and 

funded by Aberdeenshire Council 

to offer free and impartial advice to 

all household to lower your fuel bills 

and make your property more energy efficient.  You 

can call the HEAT team on freephone 0808 129 

0888 or email duty@scarf.org.uk  You may be  

eligible for grants and other support, call to arrange 

a free home visit.  
 

Crathie Opportunity Holidays raised over 

£1000 at the film night in Ballater last year which 

was put towards ongoing works in the cottages.  We 

are working on upgrading the kitchens.  We are 

grateful to all those who helped with baking and 
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

When we moved to Braemar with our then 

very young family twenty six years ago, I was acutely 

aware that my great grandmother – from Strathdon – 

would have known people in 1893 whose families 

were still here in 1993. My worry has always been 

that they might not still be here in 2093 (and of 

course I will never know the answer to that).  

Shortage of low cost housing for young people in 

the area was one of the motivating factors in my 

standing for election over seven years ago. 

It is understandable that many want to 

leave the area after finishing school, either for 

university or travel or job opportunities but the 

lack of appropriate housing has not made it easy 

for them to move back to their home areas with 

their new skills.  Buying a property is still out of 

reach of many – particularly here in Braemar and 

indeed Ballater too - but it is not all doom and 

gloom. 

Here, as you will know, we are nearing the 

end of a feasibility study to build up to fourteen 

new homes to be owned by the community (if 

Braemar Community Ltd are prepared to continue 

the journey).  The proposed site is at the back of 

Kindrochit Court.  Should the project be          

successful – and at this stage it is looking very 

positive - funding from the Scottish Government 

will enable the site to be developed and homes to 

be rented to local people at rents they can afford, 

there may even be provision for some of the 

housing to be sold at low cost.  After ten years or 

so, these properties start to see a financial return 

for the community – in much the same way as the 

Hydro scheme grant aids community projects – 

so as well as solving some of our housing issues, 

these financial returns can be used to benefit  

other sectors of the community - a ‘win win’ for 

all!  A similar project is running in Tarland and 

indeed there are many great examples of      

community owned housing projects across the 

Cairngorms National Park and further afield in 

Scotland.  

Many communities lack the confidence to 

take on a housing project and I won’t pretend it is 

easy but the support and the funding is out there, 

you just have to ask. We are so lucky to have had 

support from Derek Logie at Rural Housing    

Scotland, an organisation supporting many rural 

communities to deliver their needs in a number of 

different ways. The Cairngorms National Park 

Authority is keen to encourage and support    

communities too and I am happy to speak with 

anyone wanting to explore the community      

ownership route and help point them in the      

direction of the help and financial support they 

need to consider their possibilities.  Young people 

are our future and we have to help make those 

futures in our rural communities. 

Braemar Community Hydro  
Dave Sherrard 

 

 The Hydro financial year ended on 31 March 

2019.  For the full year to that date generation was 

327,000 Kwh.  This compares to a forecast of 

313,500 Kwh based on the average rainfall over the 

last 50 years.  So in the second full year of operation 

generation exceeded target by 4%.  This is especially 

pleasing as rainfall was 2% below the average.   

November and December were exceptional months 

because of a very wet November.  April 2018 was 

also exceptional where we benefited from the thaw 

following the ‘beast from the east’ snow in March.  

The electricity was all sold to SSE and, combined 

with the FIT, earned in excess of £80,000. 

 The previous year had been drier.   

Nevertheless after payment of costs including  

member interest, and after making provision for future 

capital repayments, the Hydro Community Fund had 

been granted £5000 by the Members at the  

September 2018 AGM.  The Hydro Fund Panel met in 

March and made 6 awards contributing toward the 

following projects: 
 

• Braemar Charitable Trust; steriliser equipment 
for surgery  

• St Margaret’s; handrails  
• Braemar Bairns; venue rental   
• Village Hall; roadside wall repairs  
• Castleton Hall; linings in the upper hall  
• Braemar Parish Church; notice board             

replacement 
 

 The Panel had received 9 applications totalling 

£8900.  As there was only £5000 available, the Panel 

agreed on 6 awards.  The contribution is  

already apparent around the village. 

 It is now three years since the Hydro  

commenced operation. Happily it is performing to  

design and is fulfilling its aim of supporting village  

activities. 
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Braemar Highland Games 
Centre   
Louise Kelly, Visitor Centre Manager 
 

 The Highland Games Centre 

opened on the 15th March and since then we’ve had 

a growing stream of visitors from all over the world 

visit both the exhibition and the café.  The general 

reaction has been extremely positive with guests 

impressed by what’s on offer, the quality of the  

exhibition and the building itself.  

  The Pavilion Café is proving popular both with 

locals and visitors alike. We’ve had great fun trialling 

lots of different bakes - although it’s not good for the 

staff’s waistlines!  Both the Gallery (holds up to 80) 

and the Baxter Room (seats 14) are available to hire 

for private functions and we’ve hosted a number of 

events recently, from charity dinners to birthday  

parties and family afternoon teas.  

  In collaboration with Glenshee Ski Centre’s 

catering team we have organised a monthly themed 

night which have been sell-outs!  In April guests  

enjoyed Cuban inspired dishes and mojitos, whilst in 

May the theme was Spain, with tapas and sangria 

being served.  Keep your eyes peeled on our  

Facebook page for our next evening! 

  Friday, 17th May saw the Braemar Royal 

Highland Society make a symbolic march across the 

village from their old offices on Hillside Road to their 

new home, The Duke of Rothesay Highland Games 

Pavilion. After the march the BRHS AGM was held 

with a good attendance of society members. 

 The old office was purchased from Invercauld 

estate in 1959.  It was known as the cadets hall by 

the estate but locally as the piping hut.  Previously it 

housed a taxidermy business, evidence of this can 

be seen under the floor where there is a spring and 

a variety of glass eyes and skin.  The future of this 

building, which belongs to the friendly society, is yet 

to be decided  

  We are continuing to add to both the archive 

and the exhibition and are receiving donations and 

loans of artefacts all the time, if anyone has items 

that they think would be of interest to the collection 

please do get in touch.  For any enquiries or  

bookings please  013397 49220 or pop in to the 

Pavilion.  Hope to see you soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

Braemar Care is looking to recruit carers 

Are you interested in helping people stay in 

their own homes? 

Can you help with personal care and 

companionship? 

Full training given - flexible hours  

Good rates of pay 

Interested?  Please contact:   

Susie Farquharson 

077936362724 or susie@braemarcare.com 

Weekly surgery in Braemar Health Centre 

Every Friday 10am – 12noon 

Come along for a chat and a cuppa 

Registered Charity SCO48355 

mailto:susie@braemarcare.com
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This issue sees the return of a popular feature, one in which you get to discover some of the fascinating background 

of people you may meet every day living in the village.  If you know someone living locally whose life story you think 

is rather interesting (be they young/old, long term resident/relative incomer), then please put their names forward for 

later issues of the Buzzard. Ed. 

 Braemar Folk – Charles Chamberlain 

Susie Farquharson 
  

 Charles was born and bought up in surrey and was educated at Grand  

Avenue Primary School and then Hollyfield Road Secondary School and for his 

further education he attended Kingston Art School.  After leaving art school 

Charles started an apprenticeship with Steiners Hair design in The Royal Garden 

Hotel, London.  He progressed to become assistant to the head designer at a 

time when the geometric cuts were very popular there was also huge competition 

with Vidal Sassoons.  Charles regularly helped out at fashion shows in the  

Dorchester and Hilton Hotels.  The fashion shows were often very high powered 

with extremely fast 50 second turn arounds on each model - and the champagne 

flowed!  One of the model’s hair he worked on was the very famous Jean  

Shrimpton.  After moving around with Steiner’s for a few years he decided to start 

his own business as a mobile hairdresser in his native Surrey covering quite a large area.   

 While working as a mobile hairdresser he met someone who turned out to be a very good friend.  

Together they set up an interior and exterior design business.  Charles specialized in special effects with 

paint.  He painted a river on the floor, a waterfall coming down stairs to name but just a couple of  

examples.  The business was a huge success and grew to have four employees.  

 Charles has always kept himself fit and healthy and from a young boy has played tennis and in later 

life also taught tennis for three years.  In the 1980’s he played in lots of tennis tournaments mainly at the 

Royal Hospital, Chelsea and Hyde Park.  It was very decadent and often ended with afternoon tea in the 

Goring Hotel! 

 Charles is a very accomplished and talented artist (photo right is one of his 

works) and has shown and sold many of his works of art.  In 2001 some very good 

friends of his, who also happened to be very wealthy, sponsored him to visit the 

USA to promote his paintings.  He had his greatest success and biggest sales of 

paintings in Houston, Texas.  He paints mainly in watercolours and is inspired by 

the environment around him in Braemar.  His art also includes scenes from Italy 

and the Philippines.  

 Due to his love of tennis and art he has been a great asset to Braemar  

Primary School.  He runs a weekly after school tennis club and has taken some of 

the children to compete in badminton competitions up and down Deeside.  He  

regularly helps at the school if there are any art projects on the go such as the 

Amazon jungle, the night sky and even sculpting Viking jewellery with clay.  

Charles keeps up with his painting but mainly he works as a gardener and maintains the gardens of many 

clients from as far away as Banchory.  These gardens include the grounds of six Churches.  He met his 

wife Elizabeth in 2001 and they married in 2002.  They have a son Christian who was born on Christmas 

Day 2009. 

Clunie Cattery Now Open 

Luxury accommodation and 

competitive rates 

Small animal boarding also available 

For availability and prices please phone 

Susie 07756843544 

Or email susie@cluniecattery.com 

Follow us on Facebook 
Email: jack.chimney@yahoo.com 

Based in Aboyne serving Aberdeenshire 

mailto:susie@cluniecattery.com


Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 53 -  June  2019

6 

St Margaret’s update 
 Whilst the 2019 programme of concerts and 

exhibitions continues to roll out, there have been a 

lot of developments behind the scenes this year at 

St Margaret’s.  

 The hand rail is now installed to help access 

via the front steps and we now have permanent 

portaloos which, along with the indoor facility we 

have, will make a dash across the car park to the 

public loos a welcome thing of the past. There are 

also consultations going on with heating and sound 

experts as we continue our efforts to improve the 

experience for our audiences and performers.  

Finally the flagstone floor in the nave has been  

lifted and re-laid to level it for safety.  

 We also launched a new ‘Friends of  

St Margaret’s’ Scheme on Saturday, 13th April with 

renowned Scottish artist John Lowrie Morrison 

(Jolomo) signing up as our first Friend.  For as little 

as £25 per year you can become a Friend and help 

us save this important building.  Details  

are on our website or enquiries can be address to 

Fiona Hunter, our Friends co-ordinator  

stmargaretsfriends@yahoo.com  

 The other main news is the expansion of our 

staff team.  Lyndsey Boden is now working with 

Jane Smith to provide administrative support to all 

the activities at St. Margaret’s. Together they form a 

small admin team to work along with the Trustees 

and volunteers to plan, promote and deliver the  

programme of events and other day to day  

organisational necessities.  

 Sian Loftus has been appointed as the  

Heritage Engagement Officer with funding provided 

by Cairngorm Leader.  Historic Churches Scotland 

(formerly SRCT), owners of the building and our 

development partners, have made this appointment 

to focus on ways to celebrate, share and preserve 

the heritage of this building.  As a category A listed 

building, considered to be one of the finest  

architectural examples of the Gothic Revival style, 

this is a building to be proud of.  Sian has put  

together an exciting activity programme to  

supplement the cultural events programme the first 

of which will take place on 15th and 16th of June  

between11am and 1pm where she will lead a  

mini-building workshop. The workshops offer a fun 

and creative way of learning more about traditional 

buildings and the work of the architect of  

St Margaret’s, Sir Ninian Comper.  Participants will 

be building a scale model of St Margaret’s tower 

from clay and card.  With the nave and chancel 

stripped away participants will explore the  

engineering behind Comper’s Gothic Revival  

design.  And for those with an interest in  

St. Margaret’s exquisite stained glass, there will be 

the opportunity to colour the windows for the model, 

or to design your own.  This is a free workshop 

open to all ages and abilities though children under 

16 years of age must bring an adult.  These free 

workshops have been made possible with generous 

funding from Cairngorms LEADER.  Suitable for all 

ages and abilities, 

 St. Margaret’s tower provides magnificent 

views of the Cairngorms so we will also have our 

dedicated team of volunteer guides available  

between 11 am and 1 pm on 15th and 16th June to 

provide guided tower tours for over 18’s.  

 A reliable, dedicated team of local volunteers 

who support St. Margaret’s is crucial to its success 

helping with everything from decorating, the stage, 

lighting, sound, joinery, stewarding, first aid, serving 

at the bar and many more jobs behind the scenes. 

Our ongoing thanks and appreciation go to them.  

If you would like to join our team please contact 

jane@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk  

For more information about our ongoing programme 

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk   

or if you wish to join our mailing list contact  

lyndsey@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 

 

Braemar Castle update 
Georgina Errington 

 

 Braemar Castle has had a great 

start to the season.  We’ve now been 

open a couple of months and visitor numbers are 

looking well up on last year, so fingers crossed that 

we’ll have a busy season ahead.  One of our 

‘mystery visitors’ in April was from Visit Scotland, 

conducting a Quality Assurance visit to assess our 

grading.  Hanane was in the shop that day, as  

always doing a fantastic job engaging with visitors, 

which was reflected in their report.  We gained an 

increase in our scoring, ‘due to the overall  

exceptional standards of hospitality and service  

experienced, as well as for retail merchandise’.  So, 

even under Visit Scotland’s revised scheme, we 

have retained our 3 Star grading….and of course 

aspire to progress up the scale in the near future.  

 In July and August, we look forward to  

welcoming back two familiar faces to fill the Castle’s 

summer seasonal posts; Magnus Nixon, who was 

at the Castle last year and is now at Stirling  

University, and Anna Martelli, who was with us two 

years ago, then a student at Edinburgh University, 

now a postgraduate from York and presently  

working on an archaeological site in Edinburgh.  No 

doubt they will join us all by getting into character 

for our main fundraising event on Sunday,  

mailto:stmargaretsfriends@yahoo.com
mailto:jane@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
mailto:lyndsey@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
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August 11th when Alan Breck’s Re-enactment  

Regiment will be setting up camp in the Castle 

grounds for the weekend, providing displays,  

clothing and weaponry presentations, exciting  

skirmishes and ‘Raising the Standard’! 

 Following the Feedback Session and  

Community Update held at the Invercauld Arms in 

February, the Prince’s Foundation have now  

updated their report to include responses from the 

day. If you are interested in seeing this please  

contact Georgina,  

georginaerrington@braemarcastle.co.uk   

 013397 41219 

 

 ‘RAISING THE STAND-

ARD’ 

 Good progress is 

being made on the  

Castle’s £1.5M ‘Raising the Standard’ project to  

renew the harling and upgrade the building and 

grounds.  As part of our application to the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund for £500k, we are developing 

a Volunteer and Training programme and have now 

appointed Anni Stonebridge from Dinnet to work 

with the volunteers to develop that strategy.    

 Unfortunately, Matt Halliday has made the  

decision to stand down from his fundraising role and 

we have now re-allocated Matt’s responsibilities. 

Matt will however continue to contribute his  

extensive knowledge to the project as a volunteer.  

 Catriona Skene from Huntly and Catherine 

Francis from Edinburgh are now on board as our 

part-time fundraising officers.  Broadly, Catriona will 

undertake local fundraising and Catherine will  

pursue Charitable Trusts.  

 Following the community consultation event at 

the Castle on 17th April, the local fund-raising plan 

is being developed by Catriona and the Castle 

team.  Lots of good ideas, all need to be carefully 

considered to make sure that the eventual plan is 

realistic and deliverable.  Details will be published 

soon together with a call for community  

engagement.  Look out, the programme is expected 

to include some very interesting events!   

 The Project Management and NLHF  

relationship elements of Matt’s role have been taken 

over by experienced Project Manager, Nadine  

Stuart from Ballater.  We also continue to work with 

Sarah Robinson from the Prince’s Foundation on 

the longer-term masterplan vision for the site. 

Recommended websites: 

This website is a very useful tool that can give you a quick insight into events  
happening in any UK town. You can search by location, date, category of event 
and time of day. It also includes film and restaurant reviews, great for planning a 
holiday!  It is also free to advertise your own event. https://www.list.co.uk  

 

Have you got a website that you would recommend?  Let us know. Ed 

A tale of two chickens…   Margaret Palmer 

 As Braemar is renowned for its vast array of talent in the village, this talent is no less 

prevalent in the chicken community of Braemar.  There are two chickens in particular  

residing in the village who have an abundance of talent.  They live in exclusive Chicken 

Towers, on upmarket Chicken Heights, where they have a luxurious loft apartment.  They 

are very accomplished and their hobbies include gardening and rambling.  Indeed, as most 

ladies are, they are experts at multi-tasking and can actually combine scarifying the lawn 

and rambling at the same time!  Also they have quite a discerning palette - only the best mixed grain will 

do for them - and their ultimate delight in gastronomy is a dessert of peanuts and a custard cream biscuit. 

 In the summer they quite enjoy digging the flower beds over and are overjoyed when they find any 

worms.  Sunbathing is another favourite pastime and when it gets too hot they retire to their chicken  

summerhouse to cool off and have a chicken-type cocktail in the jacuzzi.   

 In winter they enjoy a diverse array of winter sports.  A favourite one is ice  

skating when they love to do pirouettes on the ice.  Actually they are celebrated as the 

Torvill and Dean of the chicken world.  Sometimes though, if the snow is too deep,  

rather than don their ski outfits and take a flight to Glenshee Ski Resort they may  

decide to stay in their cosy ski chalet and have a duvet day.  I did consider contacting 

Dale for a photoshoot, but for some reason they are reluctant to smile for the camera, 

even though they are naturally photogenic.  I am working on it though. 

https://www.list.co.uk
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The Community Garden  
Aimi Blueman  07725 001817 

 
 The garden is once again in full swing!  Take a 

look over the wall or pop into the garden for a look 

around.  There are benches and tables, sit and enjoy - 

even take your picnic... 

 With thanks to Allan Beedie at Balmoral, the beds 

have been manured and rotovated and we have had 

three work parties to get potatoes, brassicas, salad 

crops, leeks, onions, carrots and beetroot planted up.    

Lots more still to go in!  

 We’d love to see more people involved so keep 

an eye on the Braemar Community Garden facebook 

page for the next work party - everyone is welcome, bring the whole family!  If you don’t think you’re up to 

gardening just come down and have a chat with us and enjoy this great space.  If you’re not on  

facebook just let me know on the mobile number above and we can contact you directly. There is no 

membership fee this year for the garden - so just let us know if you would like to join and you can enjoy 

the organically grown veg we produce.  Chives and Fennel leaf are already in abundance and we look 

forward to harvesting some delicious veg over the coming months.   

  

 Whilst the garden’s rhubarb won’t be ready until next year there is plenty around the village, and 

there’s a couple of ideas on the bottom of this page on how to use it!   And did you know…. 

 

• the flavour of rhubarb varies in sweetness depending 

on the age of the stems 

• it needs to be watered regularly in dry spells to keep it 

moist and actively growing until the autumn 

• it can be pot-grown but needs a pot at least 50cm wide 

and deep 

• to harvest, hold the stalk at the base and ease it out of 

the ground, aiming to avoid snapping it off 

• don’t overcrop - ease off harvesting later in the season 

• rhubarb leaves are high in oxalic acid and shouldn’t be 

eaten but they are perfectly safe to compost,            
alternatively lay them down as a mulch between plants 

to deter weed growth. 

 

Rhubarb Gin  
 

• 450g Rhubarb chopped 
• 225g sugar 
• 1 litre gin 

 
Add the ingredients to a large jar or  
bottle, shake well. Leave in a cool dark 
place for 6 weeks, shaking occasionally. 
Strain the gin through muslin into clean 
bottles and enjoy! 

Rhubarb Muffins  
 

• 280g plain flour 
• 1 teaspoon baking powder 
• ½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
• 175g sugar 
 

• 110ml vegetable oil or melted butter  
• 250ml yoghurt 
• 2 medium eggs beaten 
 

• 175g rhubarb (one large stick) chopped 
and cooked until softened but not mushy 

 
Mix the wet ingredients together and add to 
the dry ingredients, stir them together and add 
the rhubarb. Divide the mix between 12 muffin 
cases and cook for 20-25 mins @190 º C 
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Mar Lodge Estate path update 

 In recent months we have completed our programme 

of path upgrades at the Linn of Dee. The routes that run 

along both the Dee and the Lui, which take in the gorge 

and the salmon ladder, had been a popular feature of the 

area for years, but funding from Total meant we could  

upgrade them and subsequently launch them as our first 

waymarked trails.  Resurfacing work, new boardwalks,  

interpretative panels, trail leaflets and signage were all 

completed last summer, but this year we have constructed 

a new path that links the Glen Lui track to the River Dee 

path.  This means that visitors no longer have to walk 

along the road between the two, which is clearly a much 

safer option. 

 Elsewhere, visitors to the estate can expect to see 

upland path work underway at Carn a’ Mhaim and Beinn 

Mheadhoin this summer, as part of the estate’s rolling  

programme of upland path maintenance.  The National 

Trust for Scotland (NTS) has almost 200 miles of paths at 

Mar Lodge Estate and they all need to be inspected and 

maintained, at an expected cost of £900,000 over the next 

five years. 

 Last summer our path team was ably assisted on 

Beinn a’ Bhuird by some Thistle Campers.  Thistle Camps 

are residential working holidays organised by NTS to help 

us conserve and mange countryside properties in our care.  

We still have some places available on this year’s week-

long Mountain Thistle Camp at Mar Lodge, where three 

days are spent doing conservation work on the estate, and 

three days are spent in the company and guidance of one 

of our rangers, on one of our guided munro walks.  Details 

can be found at www.nts.org.uk/ThistleCamps/ 

 In other news - work to re-build the Quoich road 

bridge will be starting later this month, beginning with  

dismantling the old bridge and then a new build in a   

different position a little further upstream.  Scheduled for 

slightly later in the year is a major refurbishment of the  

Victoria bridge leading into Mar Lodge off the Linn of Dee 

road.  This bridge is a category B listed structure and it is 

anticipated that it may be closed for several months later in 

the year to complete renovations.  

Photo right:  Discover this new seat on the 

Morrone Birkwood walk - in memory of Ena 

Gill formerly of Viewmount Cottage, Chapel 

Brae (our original lovely neighbour Ed.) 

Braemar Nature  Sarah Hubbard 

sarahhubbard21@gmail.com 

 A year has passed since the Creag 

Choinnich Nature Trail was officially opened 

at last year's Cairngorms Nature BIG  

Weekend.  We were granted a sum of  

money from the Cairngorms National Park 

earlier this year, to create a legacy project 

as part of this year's BIG weekend Festival 

and decided we would like to use it to buy a  

wildlife viewing hide.  This is an exciting  

addition to the trail and will appeal to both 

local and visiting families alike.  Funds  

allowed us to buy some food; seeds, nuts 

etc. but we have found that the feeders are 

emptying daily.  Therefore, we are looking 

for some local volunteers, who walk in the 

Creag Choinnich woods, to help us feed the 

visiting birds (great tits, coal tits, blue tits, 

great spotted woodpecker and many more) 

and red squirrels.  Large, lockable  

containers of food will be kept in the hide 

and volunteers could pop in past and keep 

the feeders topped up (please contact me if 

you feel you could help.) 

 We would like to thank the Braemar 

Men's Shed, Mar Lodge Estate Staff, CNP 

Volunteer Rangers and volunteers,  

Cairngorms Junior Rangers and Invercauld 

Estate for their help towards the installation 

of the hide.  We will be holding an official 

opening; please keep an eye on our  

Facebook page ‘Braemar Nature’ for an  

update.  The next project will be to form a 

living screen, either side of the hide to  

create a more 'private' viewing area so as to 

avoid alarming the wildlife at the feeders. 

http://www.nts.org.uk/ThistleCamps/


Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 53 -  June  2019

10 

Baron Ban - part II 
Alison Grant MacKintosh and Katy Fennema 

 

  Last time we left Francis Farquharson about to go 

to execution. How was he saved?  The story goes that at that 

last moment an unknown lady turned up to pay a ransom for him. 

There is a theory that the lady was Margaret Eyre of Hassop in 

Derbyshire. Whether or not she was his saviour, the fact remains 

that Francis married Margaret Eyre after his reprieve.  

 Jacobites were still regarded with suspicion, and for a few 

years he remained under virtual house arrest. He was then  

allowed to live in Hertfordshire, and is generally believed that he 

met Margaret Eyre there, so the romantic story of being ransomed 

by his future wife is probably no more than a story.  He remained 

in Hertfordshire for nearly twenty years and made good use of his 

time by studying the new farming methods which were  

revolutionising agriculture in England and increasing food  

production.  He must have thought of the improvements his 

Monaltrie estate would need if he could ever regain it. 

 In 1788 the former Jacobite lairds were given the chance to buy back their estates.  Francis paid 

£1613 for Monaltrie and returned to Deeside with Margaret.  He was keen to implement the ideas that had 

occupied his brain in exile.  A description of the estate farmland gives a clear picture of where  

improvements could be made:  The soil is gravelly and light, and produces good small oats, barley and 

rye, no pease, and few potatoes. There is little progress made in raising flax, no grass seeds sown and 

little hay made, and scarcely any enclosures.  There is plenty of lime stone but seldom used.  The Estate 

has an extensive hill pasture, and produces black cattle, sheep and goats. The black cattle sell at about 

forty shillings and the sheep at four shillings. They make very little butter and cheese. 

 Francis had no home to return to, as the redcoats had burned Monaltrie after Culloden.  He built a 

house at the foot of Craigendarroch and named it Monaltrie.  The old Monaltrie was rebuilt as a  

farmhouse. Some blackened stones can still be seen, and there is still a 1704 date stone above the door. 

Francis applied the new agricultural methods he had learned, and had also come back with a feast of  

ideas to enhance the built environment. 

 He is credited with creating Ballater, which isn’t far from the truth.  The new development began 

with the Wells of Pannanich.  The health-giving properties of these waters had been valued since the 

twelfth century.  Just six years before Francis returned to Monaltrie, the Wells enjoyed a boost when a 

local woman, Elspet Michie, claimed that bathing in the waters had cured her of scrofula.  Ballater was a 

spa just waiting to happen.  Maybe Margaret had told Francis about Buxton Spa in her native Derbyshire, 

and he took some inspiration from that. The result was a major programme of development of  

bath-houses and tourist accommodation at Pannanich, supported by road and bridge building.  Pannanich 

is still the source for a locally-bottled mineral water.  The philanthropist Susan Carnegie, whose particular 

interest was humane treatment of mental illness, praised Francis’s work on Pannanich in the words 

‘Our children’s children shall revere thy plan, And praise Monaltrie as the friend of Man.’ 

 Francis also built a new church in a commanding position in the centre of the village, to replace the 

ruined churches of Tullich and Glenmuick.  This was not the present church – there is a date stone 1798, 

but even that is too late to be the church Francis built. 

Two previous articles in the Buzzard by Alison Grant MacKintosh and Katy Fennema - Plenty of 

Time’ (issue 51*) and ‘So Many Shops’ (issue 50*) -  have prompted the following thoughts and comments 

from Jimmy Gauld.  Jimmy lived in the village from 1948 and 1965 staying at one time in Myrtle Cottage, 

12 St Andrew’s Terrace and Cranford.  Next page, read on…... 

   

* Both issues are still available online at www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk) 
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Thoughts and Comments on  
Articles in Braemar Buzzard 
Jim Gauld 
 

 Every Friday morning, Miss Hepburn (Teacher 

at the Catholic School in Chapel Brae) used to send 

me (as the only Protestant in a Catholic school) 

down to Grants Shop to buy sweets for the children 

as a treat on a Friday.  She was the only teacher at 

the school and looked after children from 6-11 years 

old, all in one big room.  She was a wonderful 

teacher and person.  Many of her pupils have a lot 

to thank her for our careers in later life. 

 Alistair Grant was also the local barber, but 

his hairdressing skills consisted solely of a 

short ‘back and sides’.  But what else was available 

in those days?  John Duff’s point about being a 

scary barber is absolutely correct! 

 Doreen’s comment about when Kennedy was 

assassinated really struck home as I always re-

member I met her that night on the way to  

badminton, and we wondered if this was going to be 

the start of another world war.  Doreen’s point about 

Collies Brae being the right name is absolutely right 

- it was great in winter for sledging, much to the  

annoyance of the local policeman. 

 Ma Porter was indeed a ‘formidable lady’ but I 

always got to watch her television every Saturday 

afternoon for Grandstand, the Lone Ranger and Six

-Five Special and I was fed by her or her daughter. 

Probably because my dad taught Mrs Porter to 

drive. 

 In the mid-50s, there were four postmen/

women - two full time - my dad (Sandy Gauld) and 

Bill Kenny - and two part-time - Geordie Kerr and 

Maggie.  And I remember the special hatch down 

the sideway!  Going out in the Post Office  

Landrover with my Dad was great.  My Dad did lots 

of things for people who lived outside of the village - 

up in Inverey - so we got a load of logs from Mar 

Lodge, venison and salmon, and even a cart load of 

dung for our garden at Cranford as thanks.  That 

was the way people said thanks in those days. 

 Going to school in the 60s in winter meant 

getting the hot butteries from the baker at 

6.45am.  We really needed those to keep us going 

on cold mornings.  The buses we travelled on had 

very little or no heating. 

  When Ma Porter retired, Johnny (Gosh)  

Stammers took over the Post Office and the shop 

became a SPAR outlet.  I worked in SPAR on  

Saturdays and school holidays with Joseph 

McGregor.  Isobel Stammers used to frighten  

Joseph and me.  Johnny was lucky that he had 

Margaret Pottinger (Jolly) looking after everything 

for him, as she was very efficient.  When there was 

a telegram to be delivered, this was good news for 

Joseph or I as we got a shilling to do this!  

 Working in the Spar shop on Games day was 

great - it was very busy and a long day but we got a 

good wage, had a nice lunch provided by Helen 

Stammers, and had sufficient liquid refreshments.  I 

always remember my Dad getting a glass of whisky 

first thing in the morning on Games Day from  

Johnny Stammers as his way of starting a Games 

day!  The Saturday Games Night dances in the  

Village Hall were always an interesting event.  

 Another thing I remember from the mid sixties 

is the Saturday night trips to Mar Lodge by bus for 

the dances.  

  When I now look back at the times in the 50s/

mid sixties when I was growing up in Braemar, I  

realise that it was a wonderful time and we had a lot 

of good times.  

Golf club Robert Pern, Clubhouse Steward 
  

The wet weather has brought smiles to the faces of our 

Green Keeping Team as it has made up for the dry 

summer & winter and the seemingly non-stop rain 

means the golf course is in fantastic condition.  Rain of 

course only adds to the enjoyment and challenge of 

playing so the course has been well used for the time of 

year both by our members and visitors alike.  In the 

Clubhouse our Friday evening Food Events in April and 

May were both Sold Out thanks to the popularity of  

Jimmy Smollets excellent home cooking.  Future  

Clubhouse event dates for your diary include; a Bingo 

night (14 June); Race Night (July 19); and a Vinyl Soul, 

Rock n Reggae Night (August 3).  Everyone is welcome 

to any of our events, and if you would like to enjoy the 

Bar in the Clubhouse regularly,  Social Membership is 

only £10 and gives you 10% of all your drinks.  

 Ronnie Gray receiving his bottle of Persie 

 Gin from John Kinsella for his hole in one! 
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Braemar Mens Shed 

 Find us at the Fire Station on Fridays  

between 1 and 4pm.  We have hopes of a  

successful outcome of the public vote for one of 

the Calor Gas Community fund awards for £5000.  

Votes close on 17 June - if you haven't yet voted 

please go online and give us a vote 

www.calor.communityfund   We are looking for 

funding to make our workshop weatherproof and to 

kit it out.  Thanks go to the Co-op and all those 

who participated in the Mother’s Day raffle (see the 

irony?) which raised over £100 for us. Jim Stark 

G7 - Braemar’s ukulele 

group  

 Welcomes drop-in singers 

(and uke players - but that goes 

without saying...) any Friday night 

in the Moorfield Hotel lounge 7.30-

9.0pm.  Come and sing along and 

enjoy the ‘craic’.  Amy Macdonald 

and Credence Clearwater are this 

month’s current favourites!   

 If you’re tempted to give ukulele a go and 

don’t know where to start - we have spare ukuleles 

and are happy to get you ‘on the road’.  The ukulele 

is a very easy instrument to play and with half a 

dozen chords, you can join in most songs.  It’s very 

social and great fun - but be warned, a bit  

addictive. 

 G7 supported the Well Being event in the 

Highland Pavillion in May and Ballater’s Duck  

festival (June 2).  Our next event is a garden fete at 

Alastrean Care home in Tarland (fun AND all the 

best gigs!)   

 

For more information contact Liz 13397 41030 or 

come along any Friday evening. 

 

Braemar Local History Group 

(BLHG)     

Hanane Kortega 

 The Fife Arms was a mammoth 

project with a mammoth reward at the 

end!  That was the takeaway from Tom and Ben 

Addy’s talk in the village hall in May.  A well  

attended event, the project manager and architect 

of the project took us ‘behind the scaffold’ and 

showed us the hotel’s journey over the last five 

years.  The history group are now turning their  

attention to a special local history booklet which we 

are working on in partnership with Maureen Kelly.  

It is certainly not a small feat, so it will take about a 

year to complete, but watch this space!  As the 

days grow longer, our history walks continue to 

gain traction.  For those who haven’t been along 

yet, we hope to see you there!  Tours run on  

Tuesdays at 7.30pm and Wednesdays at 3pm 

(from outside the Invercauld Hotel) and are free to 

all but donations are welcome. 

Braemar Bowling Club 

 The 2019 Bowling Season 

has started off well bowling on our 

nicely refurbished green.  It is still 

looking great after last year’s total clean up, with 

lots of positive comments from both visitors  and 

bowlers.  We are hoping to have a successful and 

enjoyable  season this summer.  Dee and Don 

League matches are now under way against clubs 

up and down Deeside and across to Donside and 

Alford. The bowling club welcomes visitors and 

guests to come along and try bowling on ‘the 

green’.  Our usual bowling times are Monday  

evenings and Thursday afternoons but the bowling 

green can be used at all times.  Details can be 

found at the clubhouse.     Kathleen Kinsella 

Clubs and Societies - news and activity... 

Deeside Knitwits  have been busy so far 

this year... we’ve been knitting all things spooky 

ready for our Halloween Trail in October.  The  

spiders have already been out and about for the 

Cairngorms Big Weekend.  We’re also knitting 

items for Charlie Denny to take to Africa later in the 

year; ‘smoothie’ hats for Age Scotland; a life sized 

skeleton; and periodic table squares!  If you fancy 

knitting or crochet, and like chatting come along to 

knittter natter at Kindrochit Court, Tuesdays 2-4pm. 
Rosy Wood 
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Farquharsons Bar and Kitchen - is to be 

the name of the new Gastro Pub being developed in 

the old Strachan's shop by proprietor Mr Idris Bozyil 

and the Invercauld Estate.  Already operating  

several similar sites in the centre of Edinburgh Mr 

Bozyil has extensive experience of the restaurant 

trade and his wide travel around, and love of  

Scotland, will he hopes be reflected in the feel of 

the new bar. The pub will have both inside and  

outside seating when appropriate and will be open 

for breakfast, lunch and an evening meal from 

8.00am to 11.00pm 365 days a year.  Initially it will 

be staffed by two shifts of chefs and waiting staff 

from Edinburgh but supplemented by, and hopefully 

eventually largely replaced by, trained locals.  A 

wide variety of traditional craft beers and whiskies 

will be on offer - but it is the food operation that is to 

be the main core of the business.  Idris says that 

soon we can look forward to both traditional  

Scottish food and drink as well as more  

adventurous flavours of the Mediterranean - and all 

in a comfortable and recognisably 'local'  

atmosphere!   A 'soft ' opening of the  

accommodation is to be held in mid-to-late July with 

a formal 'ribbon cutting' ceremony carried out by 

Capt Alwayne Farquharson to coincide with his visit 

to the Ballater Games in August. 

 
Braemar Creative Arts Festival (BCAF) 
Oct 23-Oct 27 2019 
 

 Through April, May and June BCAF has  

organised classes in woodcarving, needle felting, 

and book folding. All classes were well attended 

and rated excellent by the participants. The  

committee is now working full steam ahead to bring 

an exciting range of new classes and events to the 

village in October - make sure you save the dates!

As usual your September Buzzard will carry details 

of the full programme. 

Braemar Junior  
Highland Games  
 

will take place on  

Saturday 13th July 2019 in 

the Duke of Fife and  

Princess Royal Memorial 

Ground, Braemar.  There will be a pre-games  

dinner in the Duke of Rothesay Pavilion on the 

evening of Friday 12th July 2019.  For tickets/more 

information contact John Kinsella 013397 41309. 

The junior games and all the usual highland games 

events will be held on Saturday 13th July starting at 

12 noon until 5pm.  This year entry to the event will 

be by donation on the day. 

  On Saturday 13th July there will be a Family 

Ceilidh in Braemar Village Hall starting at 7.30pm 

with music from the Blaeberries (entry £5 adults; 

£10 family ticket).  Bring your own refreshments. 

  We are always looking for help on the day and 

if you are able to do so, please meet at the dancing 

board in the games ground at 1130 on Saturday 

13th July.  For more information visit: 

 www.braemarjuniorgames.com or Facebook. 

  

Coming soon... 

Opening in the old Strachan’s shop in July 

Serving breakfast, lunch & dinner from 

8am—11pm, 365 days a year 

Mediterranean & Scottish flavours served 

in a relaxing and traditional atmosphere 

Now recruiting bar & kitchen staff 

Drop your CV in our letterbox 

Aren’t they cute...  A selection of felted hares  

made by participants as part of the April BCAF  

‘felting’ workshops 

 

http://www.braemarjuniorgames.com/
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How good is your recycling? Try this quiz! 

There are ten items pictured below - in the village of Braemar, which of these items can you 

put in your blue recycling wheelie bin? Which in the green food waste caddy? And 

which have to go in with the general household rubbish because they cannot yet be  

recycled?  Answers at the bottom of the page. 

Egg 

shells 

Plastic meat 

tray 

Kitchen 

roll 

Padded  

envelope 

Food caddy:  tea bags, egg shells, kitchen roll (in small quantities)  

Blue recycle bin: yellow pages, plastic plant pots (washed), tetra paks, plastic meat tray (even if black) 

Currently you CANNOT recycle: padded envelopes (although ordinary envelopes, with or without 

windows, can go into the blue recycle bin), dog waste, bubble wrap - these items all have to go in with 

general household waste  

 From 2020 Aberdeenshire Council will be  

introducing a three-weekly collection cycle for  

recycling and waste: 

 

Week 1 General waste (black wheelie bin) and 

  food waste (green caddy) 

Week 2 Blue recycling bin and food waste 

Week 3 Blue recycling bin and food waste 

 The new service will be piloted in some areas 

in 2019 prior to roll out to all areas in 2020.   

 It is estimated that over 70% of the waste  

produced in Aberdeenshire should be recyclable 

using the existing recycling services - however the 

current amount of waste recycled is only 43.7% i.e. 

large amounts of ‘recyclables’ are being disposed of 

in landfill.  One might imagine that part of this  

problem must be the constant changes in what can 

be recycled and what can’t (if you didn’t get all the 

questions correct in the quiz, you will appreciate this 

point!)  BUT help is at hand - Aberdeenshire  

Council have developed an online A-Z guide of how 

to dispose of materials http://bit.ly/AshireAZ and for 

anything not in the guide, there is a contact link  

http://bit.lyWastelineContact to seek further  

assistance.   

 If you wish you can now sign up for collection 

reminders and access to online council services 

through an app on myAberdeenshire 

www.Aberdeenshire.gov.uk/my  - download for free. 

 Aberdeenshire Council says that the reason 

why glass is no longer collected at the kerbside is 

because under the current mixed recycling system, 

a lot of the glass gets broken into pieces that are 

difficult to sort back into their separate colours.  This 

means that much of the glass is not separated and 

ends up as aggregate - only good for activities such 

as road building.  If glass is recycled separately, 

then it can be made back into bottles and jars and 

recycled over and over again.  The council maintain 

that a separate glass kerbside collection would be 

far too costly to run and would necessitate a new 

fleet of bin lorries. 

 

And just a reminder (for 

those with a car!) - there is a 

‘seasonal garden waste  

recycling point’ at Ballater 

Roads Depot, South  

Deeside road operating on a  

Saturday from 8am to 11am 

     up until 2nd Nov. 



Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 53 -  June  2019

15 

What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

June 14 Fri Bingo night at the Golf Club 

June 15 Sat Braemar Primary School Summer Fair 10am-2pm 

Castleton Hall 

June 15/16 St Margaret’s Tower tours 

June 17 Mon Braemar Community Council AGM 7pm, Braemar 

Primary School, all welcome 

June 19 Wed Creag Choinnich Hill Race -  registration 7pm for 

an 8pm start 

June 19 Wed Scottish Country Dance with musician Frank 

Thompson, Village Hall 7.30pm.  More info       

contact Marilyn41245 

June 22 Sat Messy Church BBQ, Castleton Hall 3.30-5.0 pm 

June 29 Sat ‘The Greatest Showman’ - singalong movie.      

Village hall 7.15 for 7.30pm.  BCAF event. 

July 6 Sat Evening talk on the cuisine served in Scotland 

throughout two centuries - tickets available online 

www.braemarcastle.co.uk 

July 12 Fri Junior Games Dinner - tickets/info John Kinsella 

41309 

July 13 Sat Junior Highland Games 12-5pm Games Park    

followed by Ceilidh @ 7.30pm in the village hall 

July 19 Fri Horse Racing Night, Braemar Golf club.  Weigh in 

7pm for first race at 7.30pm 

August 3 Sat Vinyl Soul, Rock ‘n Reggae Night.  Braemar Golf 

Club 

August 3 Sat COH fund raiser film night, Ballater 

August 10/11 Alan Breck’s Re-enactment Regiment at Braemar 

Castle 

August 11 Sun St Andrew’s Church Summer Garden fete 

August 25 Sun Shake Hands with History, Braemar Castle.  Meet 

some of the Castle characters from the past. 

  

  

August 23 Fri Highland Society fund raising quiz.  Golf Club. 

  

  

  

Who? Where? How? 

For advice on topics such as 

pensions, advocacy, childline, 

employment support  - there 

are a range of leaflets  

available from the Surgery or 

the Pharmacy.   These  

contain contacts details of 

various helpful Aberdeenshire 

agency contacts.  

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next edition:  August 28th 2019 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page.  Contact Maggie MacKay 41245 

Village Bin Collections 

Tuesdays 

Wheelie Bin 

 

June 18th, 

July 2nd,16th ,30th  

August  13th, 27th 

Sept 10th, 24th 

 

Recycling 

June 25th 

July 9th, 23rd 

August 6th, 20th 

Sept 3rd, 17th 

Check out the Braemar Community Calendar link:   

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29  

Braemar Care 

Holds drop-in weekly  

surgeries between 10am-12 

noon on Friday mornings in 

the chiropodists room in  

Braemar surgery.  If you have 

questions or require any  

information about any aspects 

of care or would like to find 

out more about our volunteer 

service- what they can do for 

you (or what you can volun-

teer to do for them)- please 

call in.  Befriending, chores, 

transport - we can help.   

Contact Susie for more  

information 013397 362724 

or look at our facebook page. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
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Braemar Bairns  
 

together with the Braemar  

Primary nursery children set off 

on a muddy puddle walk to 

raise funds for Save the  

Children, May 15.  Despite lack 

of puddles (!) over £300 was 

raised.  Braemar Bairns meets 

in Castleton Hall every Wed. 

from 10-12 noon and is open 

to all parents/carers and their  

pre-school children.  Cost is £2 

per child including refresh-

ments.   The group would like 

to say a BIG thankyou to the 

Hydro scheme for paying their 

annual hall fees this year. 

Installation of the new bird hide 

in the Creag Choinnich woods as part of 

the Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend in 

May.  More page 9 

‘There’s been a  

murder’….  Photo left, ten 

famous fictional detectives 

make up the cast of the latest 

murder mystery play at Braemar 

Castle, May 10/11.  Right to 

Left: Magnum PI, Miss Marple, 

Jim Taggart, Rosemary & 

Thyme, Hercule Poirot, Jack 

Frost, Tom Barnaby, Jessica 

Fletcher and Susie (fictional 

‘event organiser and writer of 

the script!)  Two sell out  

performances enjoyed by cast 

and audience alike and helping 

to swell the funds for the Castle 

harling…  More news from 

Braemar Castle  pages 6/7 


