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What’s the time? 

The work on the church clock is        
underway. Anyone feel like a new       
career? 

A Jacobite Takeover  at the Castle 

Over seven hundred people turned up at Braemar   
Castle in support of the 265th anniversary of the arrival 
of Bonnie Prince Charlie in 1745. 
The castle grounds were the scene of sheep shearing,     
archery, sword fighting, traditional highland games,    
assault courses, spinners and weavers, story tellers, 
birds of prey and Jacobite camps. The afternoon       
culminated in a pageant, in music, song and dance,   
depicting the  Bonnie Prince‟s 424 days on British soil. 

Another successful year for the 

Junior Highland Games  

Ceilidh raises over £6000  

A ceilidh and auction organised by Fay 
Jolly  raised over £6500 for the    
ARCHIE Foundation (Royal  Aberdeen 
Children‟s Hospital and Community 
Based Child Health. The event was 
held at the Stag Ballroom, Mar Lodge. 

Highland hopefuls compete in dance off. 

Compiled by:  Pat Thomson & Richard Baker 
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Editorial Braemar News Group 
Readers will notice that this August edition is 
special, not only bigger (four extra pages) 
but also with two pages of colour. The      
additional printing cost has been joint spon-
sored by NELO/Hungry Highlander and the 
Castleton Dancers – grateful thanks to both. 
There has certainly been lots happening in 
Braemar over the summer. We are lucky, as 
a community, to have so many enthusiastic 
folk to make this level of activity possible. 
The long awaited „local telephone directory‟ 
will be available for purchase shortly. It will 
be available from the usual Buzzard outlets, 
newsagent/garage. Please leave a donation 
of £1 in the collecting tin. Any profit from the     
directory is to be channelled into the next 
edition of the  Braemar Community Matters 
information flier, so please purchase your 
copy and help this happen. Your Buzzard 
editorial group is working hard to make the 
newsletter  relevant and exciting.           
Suggestions/copy are always welcome or if 
you would like to get involved more actively, 
then please get in touch with Liz Robertson 
(41030).  

The Village Hall needs you.  
By John Macpherson 

The Village 
Hall AGM was 
held on  
Tuesday 4 
May.    
Although the 
meeting was 
widely  
publicised 
around the  
village, only 
one trustee 
attended along 

with the five remaining members of the committee.  
Attendance has been dwindling for the last couple 
of decades. This situation must not be allowed to    
continue. A quorum of at least 20 members of 
the community is required and technically, we 
should have locked the door and walked away.  
The Committee have been advised that we need 
to get back on track ASAP. Therefore, a re-
convened AGM will be held in the early autumn 
when we must achieve a quorum both for the 
AGM and the management committee. According 
to the Deed of Trust (1959) and constitution, 
seven members are directly elected at the AGM 
and the rest should be nominated by properly  
constituted community bodies within the village. 
The original 1959 list was as follows: 
The Braemar Royal Highland Society and the  

following clubs and organisations : 

Curling, Golf, Tennis, Badminton, Bridge,        

Aeromodelling, Dramatic, Miniature Rifle,   

The Royal British Legion, Masonic Lodge, SWRI, 

Women's Guild, Girl Guides, Boy Scouts,  Royal 

Observer Corps and  ATC Crathie & Braemar.  

Many of the above organisations do not exist any 
more, others have morphed.  
In the spirit of the original deed we do feel that 
any properly constituted body can nominate a  
committee member. The rules do not say that 
every group must make a nomination but we do 
need to get ourselves back on to an even keel. 
Once this is done, we need to look at the  
constitution and almost certainly rewrite it. 
Can I ask all qualified groups within the village to 
notify the name of their nominee to the current          
Secretary Margaret McLennan or Chairman 
John Macpherson as soon as possible.                    
A date for the reconvened AGM will be an-
nounced shortly.  
 

Community Council 

Community Action Plan  

Not to be confused with the Park Plan!!  
The CC is keen to set out a Community Action 
Plan for Braemar. The object is to lay out a 
blueprint for how WE all see this community 
developing in the coming years, to set out 
things we would like to see happen, large and 
small, and to prioritise these. This is a       
community exercise, NOT a National Park     
initiative. 
In order to make sure that this exercise is as 
wide ranging and all inclusive as possible the 
Community Council is seeking to set up a 
steering group to facilitate this  initiative. While 
operating under the umbrella of the CC, we 
feel it needs to be run separately. We are 
seeking to attract  members from across the 
spectrum and ages of this community.       
Anyone interested should make it known to 
John Macpherson 41439 or  
broombank@btconnect.com  
or through any other member of the          
Community Council -  Peter  Holden, Geva 
Blackett, David Geddes, Carole Paterson, 
Andy Anderson, John Kinsella, Alastair  
Colquhoun and Simon Blackett. If we don't get 
a sufficient spread of volunteers, we'll come 
looking!! 
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A Key Role To Play  

Work has started by involving communities in producing the Cairngorms National Park              
Authority‟s second National Park Plan, which sets out the long term vision for the Park as well as 
priorities for the first five years of the Plan (from 2012 – 2017).  The CNPA recognises that each 
community in the Park is different and has its own particular issues and as such, they have 
enlisted the help of community development organisations to ensure that these opinions,          
aspirations and views are known and taken into account when looking to the future. 
In Aberdeenshire, the Marr Area Partnership will be working with communities to ensure their    
aspirations are at the heart of the new National Park Plan. Mike Powell of the Marr Area Partner-
ship explained: “We have identified Ballater and Crathie and Braemar Community Councils and 
the Lonach Hall Community Association as key community groups and will be working with them 
to involve as many people as possible.  We hope to get a broad understanding of the issues and 
aspirations of these communities as part of the National Park and also, in the context of wider  
issues such as climate change, the environment and demographic and economic changes. Once 
we have all that information we‟ll work with them on developing each community‟s contribution to 
the National Park Plan.”  
David Green, Convenor of the CNPA, said: “The National Park Plan is at the top of the tree in 
terms of Plans. It is the ultimate guide we have, as we endeavour to look after this special place 
and create a world class National Park. It is not the CNPA‟s Park Plan – it is for everyone from 
the public to the private sectors, from communities to voluntary groups to get involved. It is    
therefore crucial that communities feel that they have contributed successfully to the National 
Park Plan as we look to implementing it come 2012.” 
Braemar Community Council has decided to tackle Braemar's involvement in two ways; firstly, 
there is a questionnaire, which we would appreciate as many folk as possible completing and  
returning it, as directed, either by the Freepost envelope provided or via the Newsagent.          
Secondly, this will be followed by an open access day in the Village Hall on Thursday 23        
September from 12.00 noon until 7.00 p.m. when various relevant agencies including National 
Park Officials will be present. Results from the questionnaire will be available and you will be able 
to make further comment. Everyone is invited to participate - the result will affect the future of the 
National Park and of course Braemar. 

Police News 

Summer seems to be flying by, with just a few 
weeks to the Gathering. 
Our combined efforts to stop the thefts from vehi-
cles at the Linn of Dee are having a positive effect 
with no new reports. 
Operation Zenith, Grampian Police's strategy to 
reduce Motorcycle casualties continues with it hav-
ing achieved some positive goals with fatalities re-
duced by 50% for first half of the year and serious 
and significant casualties also reduced. If anyone 
feels that there is any local area effected by         
inappropriate driving and in particular by             
motorcyclists please pass on the information to  
myself.  

The Gathering is fast approaching.                       
For those requiring passes there will be   
surgeries held at the Braemar Police office 
as follows: 
Thurs 12 Aug  2pm to 3pm 

Fri 13 and Sat 14 Aug  5pm to 6pm 

Wed 18 Aug 3pm to 4pm 

Fri 20 Aug  4pm to 5pm 

Mon 23 to Wed 25 Aug 3pm to 4pm 

Mon 30 to Tues 31 Aug 2pm to 3pm 

Wed  1 Sept 7pm to 10pm 

Fri 3 Sept All day 

PC Hall  Tel.0845 6005700 
e-mail: jeffrey.hall@grampian.pnn.police.uk 

 Thanks from Denmark received from The 56th Danish Scouts who visited Braemar in 

July.“We can now look back at one of the best summer camps we have ever had. Scotland is a 
wonderful country, and we all enjoyed it. The scouts have had a lot of experiences and new 
friends they can write with. Everywhere we have been, from stores to homes, we have seen that 
people have embraced us and helped as best they could. To participate in the parade and Junior 
Highland Games has been a great honour for us. We want to thank everyone in Braemar for 
great hospitality and kindness to our scouts, but a special big thank you to Braemar Scouts and 
everyone else involved for supporting us with the planning, shopping, logistics and some good 
campfires.” Kasper Lang   Geels Group Leader 
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Braemar Golf 

Club   

Junior Golf 

'mini' week.  

Up to 20 youngsters 
came along to participate 
in golfing activities at 
Braemar Golf Club during 
the 2nd week of July. At 

the start of the week Michael Holley          
welcomed everyone and with the help of 
Stella and  Dave Chandler, John Kinsella did 
a great job of organising the week's           
programme. Activities included longest drive, 
clock putting, target chipping, 36 shot com-
petition and an activity afternoon using club 
golf equipment. The children also benefited 
from coaching by Bill Yule, the Ballater golf 
professional, and they then practised their 
skills in 6, 9 and 18 hole competitions.  
Although it was a rather „dreich‟ evening, all 
the children, along with adults, played 7 
holes as a senior/junior  competition. This 
was followed by a BBQ  organised by Robbie 
at the Golf Club and the children went on to 
play football on the first fairway - rain, what 
rain??  

Braemar Junior Highland Games 

Weekend July 2010  

The weekend started off with a very successful 
charity auction and dinner dance in the marquee 
on the Friday evening. Glenshee Catering provided 
an excellent carvery/buffet meal and we danced 
the evening away to live music by the group 
'Flites'.  
On Saturday, the inclement weather did nothing to 
deter the enthusiasm of the youngsters             
participating in the 6th annual Braemar Junior   
Highland Games. Families came from near and far 
to enjoy the action packed weekend. Youngsters 
were given the opportunity to try all the traditional 
highland games events - throwing the hammer, 
tossing the caber, highland dancing and the ever 
popular tug of war. There were also a series of fun 
races, cross country races and a three mile adult 
dash to the top of Creag Choinnich and back. In 
the evening many enjoyed a family ceilidh in the 
marquee with live music by the popular group 
Craigenroan.  
The Heart of the Park Challenge took place on 
Sunday, but due to the high level of water in the 
River Clunie the competitors were re-routed with-
out having to cross the river. It was still heralded 
as a great success. Rounding off the weekend was 
a family fun day and dog show which were  
enjoyed by all.  

 

 
Fire Wood 

Invercauld Estate provides a fire 

wood delivery service from the 

Keiloch. 

To order logs contact the Estate  

Office 

Tel: 013397 41224 

Do it before  
they fade away 

 

 
 

Old Cine Film Reels & Slides to DVD 
 

Excellent results 
 

Reasonable cost and no VAT 
 

Established 1969 
 

Contact Bob Thomson  
013397 41214 

3 Invercauld Road 
Braemar 

Tel: 0777 631 7639 nelo 

Ladies Fashions.... Jewellery ........ 
Accessories...... and lots more.... 
Catering for all sizes and styles 

Open 12noon - 6pm  

  Summer Sale starts Friday 27th   
August...... ......great bargains to be 

  

 

      Congratulations 

Ronnie’s Bangers are the 

       ‘Bees Knees’            

               Our local Butcher wins 

  another prize for his  

                 outstanding Bangers. 
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Lamont Sporrans Ltd 
 

For All your Highland Wear 
 

Handmade Sporrans, Kilts and Jackets 
 

A large range of accessories: Sgian’s,  
Kilt Pins, Buckles and Belts. 

 

   Kilt Hire Available. 

 

   Tel: 013397 41404 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Bunkhouse Accommodation 

Open all  Year 

Groups or Individuals Welcome 

 

THE HAIR 

LOFT 

Open to non-residents 

Good food and fine wines 

Lunches and Dinners 

Reservations 

Telephone: 013397 42345 

 Log Fires and a Warm         

Welcome at The Inver, 
 

Crathie, By Ballater 

15 Mar Road, Braemar, 

Aberdeenshire, AB35 5YL 

Tel/Fax: 013397 41517 

Braemar  Pantomime 2010 - 

To be or not to be!!  

 

Don't panic, there's a show at 
Christmas but not strictly a Panto 

this year. The Pantomime group are planning to 
take on "A Christmas Carol". This is a brand new 
version, a musical. It will be a challenge all round 
both technically and in performance but I am cer-
tain that we have the talent and experience both 
on and off the stage to pull it off. We will be among 
the first groups worldwide to stage the show. Be-
cause this is something just a wee bit different and 
will be complex to mount I am now calling for 
those who want to take part to come forward and 
unusually I am looking to fill the back stage and 
technical roles first. 

John Macpherson 41439  
or e-mail broombank@btconnect.com 

Aboyne S1s Science Club   
in London by Marie Marsden 

On the morning of the 15th of May, I was one of 
nine pupils from the Aboyne Academy S1 science 
club who set off for London for the annual science 
museum night! When we arrived at the science 
museum, we were sorted into our groups. We were 
all “Orange Astronauts” and we were to sleep in 
the space exhibit.  
Our first workshop was called the Hot „n‟ Cold 
show. It was all about temperature and the effect it 
had on different material. The best part was proba-
bly when the lady presenting it said, “This year, 
winter was very cold. It even got as low as minus 
three!” I was thinking of how cold winter was here! 
Next we went to a big exhibition of items through 
the ages and did a quiz on them. There was a 
competition to see who could make the best thing 
out of plasticine. I won with a dinosaur. Then we 
moved onto the Launch pad which was a hands-on 
science exhibition, a bit like Satrosphere in Aber-
deen.  My favourite exhibits were the heat camera, 
and the machine that if you put clean straws over 
the metal rods and bit them, the vibrations turned 
into music!  
The next morning we went to watch an IMAX film 
on a massive screen, the size of three double-
decker busses stacked on top of each other! The 
film was about the Hubble telescope and all the 
times they went and fixed it.  Because our flight 
didn‟t leave until eight o‟ clock we had time for 
sightseeing. After the Natural History Museum we 

saw the London Eye, the Houses of Parliament, Big 
Ben, Buckingham Palace and way more!  
The sightseeing was spoiled slightly when we received 
news that the volcano in Iceland had exploded again!   
We had a choice between taking a bus for fourteen 
hours or risking our plane not flying. In the end we all 
decided on the plane and luckily it was only delayed an 
hour. At half past eleven that night, we arrived back in 
Aboyne.  It had been a great weekend but we were all 
really tired. Worst of all, I had to go to school the next 
day!      

Ballater Hair 

Styling 
Sarah  
Sarah Jane  
& Sylvia 

Also Caroline  
In “The Men’s 
Room” 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 
Please call for an appointment 
Netherley Place Tel: 01339756317 

mailto:broombank@btconnect.com
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Romania trip  by Catriona MacKenzie. 

 

The hired seventeen-seater minibus left Braemar 
on the morning of July 3rd. Within it pillows, pass-
ports, “fairly local” teenagers (and what turned out 
rather too little insect repellent) embarked on the 
first leg of the journey to Transylvania. Three 
weeks and a whopping three thousand miles later, 
I am able to say on behalf of the group that the 
work trip to Jimbolia‟s Talitha Kum centre was 
hugely thought provoking, rewarding and           
enjoyable. 
After spending a night aboard the King of          
Scandinavia, we became well-acquainted with the 
long, slick motorways of Germany and the tidy     
serenity of Austria.  A refresher day was enjoyed 
in Budapest, in the famous baths, markets and        
Basilica. All were ready and raring to get working 
when we arrived. 
Talitha Kum means “little girl get up and walk”. 
The project is funded by Suits on Bikes, a compo-
nent of the Deephaven-based Christian charity, 
Blysthwood. Run by Addy and Rita Popa, the 
scheme seeks to get alongside and cater for un-
derprivileged local children. Children of primary 
school age are provided with two nutritious meals 
a day, showers and help with homework. Every 
year a week-long summer camp (this year held in 
the Carpathians) is organised and during term 
time, the children have their clothes washed at the 
centre and can engage in creative and sporting 
activities.  
The project has made such a difference to the 
town of Jimbolia that the EU is offering to help 
subsidise its expansion to secondary school-aged 
children. Our group of eighteen was subdivided; 
the boys and Jess put most of their efforts into 
pulling up the wooden floorboards of Jimbolia‟s 
former Communist Headquarters, now happily be-
ing converted into the centre for secondary school 
children. Blistered, splintered and fatigued, 
the group proceeded to try their calloused hands 
at laying cement. 

The rest of 
us were 
also quick 
to get our 
hands 
dirty but 
with sticky 
paint as 
opposed 
to cement. 
The children‟s play area and garden furniture 
was in desperate need of TLC, and Jayne 
and most of the girls worked like Trojans to 
brighten it up with primary colours and     
oversized sunflowers.  
The walls of the centre were also in need of 
a new lick of paint, though it seemed that 
most of it 
made its way 
to Georgie‟s 
legs! 
Emily and I 
(both art stu-
dents) col-
laborated on 
a large mural 
of a summery 
local land-
scape and a 
couple of chil-
dren playing. 
It covers part 
of the outside 
wall of Rita‟s nursery school. 
We spent many an evening cooling down in 
the outdoor pools.  The boys emerged victo-
rious from a fiercely competitive five-a-side, 
Scotland vs. Romania football match, “Bob” 
Davis being our top-scorer, and Heather 
Morris our piper-in-residence. 
A huge and heart-felt thank you goes to all 
those who so generously sponsored us on 
this trip. A special mention goes to Castleton 
Dancers who donated a massive £500. With-
out your contributions, this could hardly have 
been possible. 



Braemar Buzzard Informing the Community    Issue 17 - August 2010 

7 

Danish Scouts try Bowling 

New core path opens 

Dave Torrance (above) 

teaches archery  

Dear Editors 
We just wanted to write to say how much we enjoyed the Jacobite Day at Braemar Castle.  We were im-
mediately caught up in the atmosphere provided by the folks who had made such an effort to give the 
whole day the authenticity of the Jacobite times.  The costumes worn by villagers and visitors, the amaz-
ing weapons and armour on display, and the oatcakes being baked on the griddle over the open fire were 
all very much enjoyed. The craft tent showing spinning, felting and bobbin lace work was excellent and 
the children were obviously enjoying the obstacle courses and the wonderful birds on display.  A favourite 
was the Shetland pony and the human fruit machine – who thought that one up?!   
However, on to THE SHOW!  Scotch mist did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm of the cast of the Jaco-
bite Uprising. With the wonderful castle as the background, how could the show fail.  All who took part 
were so enthusiastic and dealt with minor theatrical problems with tongue in cheek, that it all added to an 
hour of pure enjoyment.  Congratulations to all concerned – it was a great day.   

Jean and Ron Connor, South Queensferry 

A young pretender 

Enthusiasm at the Junior Games 

Jacobite crowds 

Summer Time 

Danish Scouts join the Junior Games Parade 

The June Dance W/End 

June Dance week end 
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Focus On  

New Management at the Fife Arms   

and Invercauld Arms Hotels 

New managers, Marc at the Fife and Carlos at 
the Invercauld  both see their appointments as 
challenging,  particularly as they have never  
experienced the Braemar Gathering during the 
first weekend in September! Both are settling 

into life in the village 
and are now formalis-
ing new plans for their 
respective hotels. 
Marc Adams, from 
Dundee, took over 
management of the Fife 
Arms Hotel at the     
beginning of summer, 
and considers his new 
posting as a challenge 
and an opportunity to 
restore the Fife to its 
former glory. Marc‟s 

working life in the hotel industry began as a chef 
so possibly that experience will lead to changes 
in the dining area. Since becoming a manager 
he has worked in various hotels in the High-
lands. His ambition is to restore the Fife to its 
former glory. With considerable investment from 
the Hart Hotel Group; one of the first tasks will 
be the refurbishment of the main lounge before 
the Gathering. There will be a greater variety of 
reasonably priced meals and open to all, not 
just residents. The dining room can cater for 
150 guests. The small area off the main dining- 
room (the old Meeting Room) is to be reopened 
and available for private functions or passing 
trade. Marc hopes to have more Braemar folk 
working in the hotel, passing on local knowl-
edge and building up a friendly rapport with visi-
tors. Also, 'front of house' staff will be seen in 
more traditional dress in the near future. There 
is a staff training programme in place. Some of 
the transient workers stay for six months, but 
many choose to remain longer as the pace of 
our village life appeals to them. Refurbishment 
of the bedrooms continues. The bars will be re-
furbished remaining as the quiet Cocktail Bar 
and the Public Bar in the centre of the village.  
As with other businesses, the hotel industry is 
undergoing some difficulties, but Marc feels that 
the Fife is weathering these stormy times      
reasonably well. The Coach Tours continue as 
its lifeline but more private trade is welcome, 
and he feels there are lots of possibilities for the 
Fife and Braemar. The village benefits from the 
arrival of the tours and local shops and other 
tourist related businesses receive some spin off.      

Marc has been made welcome and has visited 
the local attractions. He realises the value of the 
area, and that Braemar can stand on its own 
and not just as a neighbour of Balmoral.  
Marc feels more could be made of the beautiful  
river setting the Fife occupies so a good path 
next to the water will encourage visitors to make 
more use of this feature. Locals are welcome to 
go along  to see what is being done. The ethos 
of a traditional Highland hotel should return and 
with care the lovely features can be enhanced 
and restored.  
Carlos had an interview for manager of one of 

two Scottish hotels in 
March. He had just heard 
that the temperature in 
Braemar was minus 20    
degrees...He chose 
Braemar! Carlos was a  
restaurant manager in 
Valencia Spain before 
starting work in Britain, 
as a kitchen porter in or-
der to learn the language 
and British culture. He 
soon worked his way 
through the system to 

become a manager and 
now works for Shearings hotels. The Invercauld 
Arms Hotel is about to become a Shearings 
'Coast and Country' Hotel. This will involve con-
siderable investment to upgrade the building, 
and cater for a wider range of guests and its 
many repeat visitors. The major refurbishment 
will begin towards the end of this year. New, 
larger coaches are joining the company which 
will bring guests to the upgraded rooms and 
public areas. Also welcome will be self drive 
customers and visitors for meals any time     
during the day. The Colonel's Bed will be      
utilised more for private functions. The           
Invercauld experienced slightly fewer guests 
during events such as the Election and the 
World Cup, but at other times the hotel remains 
very busy. Carlos says the guests really         
appreciate seeing the areas wildlife, the    
peaceful atmosphere of the village and the 
beautiful scenery. He comes from a similarly 
sized village in Spain, but did not realise the  
distances we have to travel to buy say a tin of 
paint.  When told the Braemar Gathering lasted 
for only one day he was quite surprised, as         
festivals in his home country usually last for a 
weekend. Carlos is really enjoying his new   
posting and is looking forward to experiencing  
the snow and a good winter season to enable 
him to go skiing at Glenshee.  

Marc Adams 

Carlos Frigola  
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 An update from our ‘thin red line’ 

 Local man, Peter Grant joined the army in September 2006 
and completed the 6 month combat Infantryman's course at the 
Infantry Training Centre (Catterick Yorkshire). He successfully 
completed the course and also won the award for best student 
in Physical Training. From training he joined his current unit; 
The Highlanders 4th Battalion, The Royal Regiment of  
Scotland, and was assigned to the Pipes and Drums Platoon. 

 Iraq: Soon after training, in April 2008,he deployed to Iraq, for 

six months, as part of Operation Telic12. Whilst in Iraq, he was part of a platoon training the Iraqi 
Forces and conducting operations with them in Basra. After the tour in Iraq he undertook the 
Class 2 Pipers course at the Army School of Bagpipe Music and Highland Drumming in  
Edinburgh. He learnt about the theory of music, practical playing of the bagpipes, history of piping 
in the army and highland dancing. During his time at the piping school he competed in various 
army piping and drumming championships and at the end of the course he was awarded 'Best 
Class 2 Student'.   

 Soldiering: Peter has recently completed a 7 week NCOs cadre, this involves developing a  

soldier‟s leadership skills in challenging situations. He was awarded „top student‟ in a cadre of 30 
men. Achieving top student means automatic promotion to Lance Corporal and the privilege of 
wearing a full silver cap badge. Joining the army has meant that he has travelled around the 
world. He has participated in exercises in Canada, Poland, Germany, Kuwait and England and 
that‟s just on the soldiering side of things!  

Piping: In the pipe band he has piped at a State Banquet at Buckingham Palace for Royalty 

and the King of Saudi Arabia, performed on Red Square at the Moscow Tattoo, the Sydney      
Tattoo in Australia, the Berlin Tattoo and, of course, the Edinburgh Tattoo.  Peter travelled and 
played with the band around various highland games in the central belt in 2009. The band       
competed at the World Piping Championships picking up many prizes at grade 2. 

Afghanistan: 2010 sees a training year in preparation for the Battalion‟s deployment. Peter will 

be part of the battalion‟s fire support group, using heavy machine guns and the Javelin Anti-Tank 
missile system. These weapons are extremely heavy so he‟s doubling his intake of porridge „til 
2012. Peter is looking forward to the challenge of Afghanistan as it will bring more responsibilities 
and new experiences. 

Home: Peter says, “I  miss Braemar sometimes, I miss the countryside, the hills and the village 

itself. But I wouldn‟t change joining the army for anything. I wouldn‟t have achieved alI that I have 
or travelled to where I have been. I fully recommend joining the army as a piper or drummer and if 
anyone is interested in joining, feel free to ask. There is no feeling like marching down the         
Esplanade at Edinburgh Castle during the Tattoo and I don‟t think I would have had the same 
feeling marching down Chapel Brae”.                                                          Cheers Lcpl Peter Grant.  

Over 60’s Trip to Dundee 
The day of the over 60‟s bus trip dawned bright 
and fair and set the tone for an excellent summer 
outing for the 45 day trippers who set off from  
Braemar on June 16th. The chosen destination this 
year was Dundee, for its Verdant Works  
Museum, its excellent shops, and its proximity to 
Dobbies Garden Centre in Monifieth.  Almost half 
chose to spend an hour or two in the Verdant 
Works, going back in time to when Dundee was 
the centre of the jute industry. It was a fascinating 
living history exhibition, well worth a visit. The oth-
ers chose to browse the shops, or visit HMS Dis-
covery in the city‟s docks. After lunch it was off to 
Monifieth to load up the bus with plants, flowers and all things gardening related, before our final 
stop at the Red House Hotel in Coupar Angus where an excellent high tea was enjoyed by all. It 
was a really enjoyable day out, from start to finish. Where to next year? 

Sue Elliot remembers her childhood 
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their last day in Braemar whilst we headed 
over to Oban to meet up with the boat. Things 
got even worse as the weather changed to 
torrential rain and wind. Still there were no 
midges – surely a first for Oban in July!  
The crew of 12 young people and 6 volunteer 
adults met up and spent the first day getting to 
know each other and the boat which was 
moored of the island of Kerrera. We then 
headed out to sea on the trip which took us 
around Mull and Ardnamurchan and towards 
Eigg. In all we covered about 120 miles. The 

crew of young people had to do everything on  
the boat from navigation and piloting to      
general seamanship and the cooking. The 
adult crew were there to teach us at the start 
but after that we were on our own – they only 
stepped in if it looked like we were going to 
bump into something! 
The weather continued to be bad with wet and 
rough conditions throughout the week – at 
worst force7, gusting 8. Just as well the boat 
had been designed by Chay Blyth to go round 
Cape Horn! Most of us felt seasick at some 
stage. We anchored each night but only came 
ashore once on the trip – to indulge in a 
chocolate shop in Tobermory on Mull.        
Conditions were basic. For the guys who are 
generally allergic to soap and water in any 
case, the lack of a shower was hardly noticed, 
but for the girls – it was a bit of a strain. 
We enjoyed the sailing and learned a lot and 
can now call ourselves “Competent Crew” and 
have the certificate to prove it. I can even tie 
knots now. Duncan Robertson will be          
impressed as he will remember this was never 
my strong point at Scouts! The highlight for me 
was seeing the wildlife – we saw a basking 
shark, lots of porpoise, seals and birds such 
as puffins and gannets. Would I go again? 
Yes, if I could guarantee seeing the wildlife, 
better weather…. and maybe a shower. 

Norton Motor Cycle Rally  

by Doug Bruce 

Over the weekend 10 to12 September the village 
will be playing host to a National Vintage Norton 
Motor Cycle Rally. The Rally will be based at the 
Moorfield House Hotel. Other hotels, B&Bs and 
eateries about the village will benefit from a host 
of motor cyclists, and their families, who are likely 
to attend this Rally. Those on the Rally wishing to 
camp will be sited around the Moorfield House 
Hotel, with any overspill located in the Games 
Park. 
On Saturday 11 September the Rally will run from 
Braemar to Bridge of Gairn, Ballater, Glen Muick 
onto the South Deeside Road visiting the       
Lochnagar Distillery, then returning to Braemar, a 
round trip of approximately 40 miles.  
A more challenging route will follow the first route 
to Bridge of Gairn, turning towards Donside and 
returning to Deeside via Logie Coldstone and 
Rob Roy‟s Cave, picking up the first route at   
Ballater, approximately 65 miles. This will be an 
opportunity for villagers and visitors to view     
vintage Norton motor cycles from an era when 
the British Motorcycle Industry was at its most 
productive. Anyone wishing to be involved please 
contact Doug Bruce  013397 41985. 

Ocean Youth Trust (Scotland)  

Sailing Trip by Catriona Walker 

In July Alistair and I spent 5 days on the Alba  
Endeavour, a 72 foot OYTS sailing boat with a 
group of Explorers and Scouts from across Dee-
side.  
The trip started badly as it followed our week with 
the Danish scouts during which we reinforced 
friendships made during our trip to Denmark last 
year. We were inseparable with the Danes during 
the week and spent much time together having a 
good time and sharing experiences. We had  
enjoyed ourselves so much it was hard to say 
goodbye after our sleepover and leave them to 

(photo: courtesy Alison Hogge) 
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Who Do You Think You Are? by Alison Grant Mackintosh 

Home Sweet Home – who lived in your house? 

So much family history can be done without stirring from your computer – but sometimes I can‟t 
resist getting in there among the real dusty handwritten documents. Valuation rolls are a great 
example of records that are not yet digitised – they can tell you who owned and lived in your 
house from 1855 to the present day, and what rent they paid. They can also help establish that 
you‟ve got the right ancestor in your sights – an address can be the clincher. You can get infor-
mation from census returns on who lived in your house, but not who owned it, and the census is 
just a snapshot every ten years. Valuation rolls were compiled every year. Braemar enjoyed a 
building boom in the 1860s, and most of the older houses date from then. Recently I enjoyed a 
rummage through the valuation rolls, and here are some of the results from 1895: 

Castleton Terrace 
 
1 Castleton Terrace: owner,     
estate of John Grant,  
blacksmith; tenant, Mrs Barbara Grant. 
 
3 Castleton Terrace: owner,   
Alexander Haldane Farquharson;  
tenant, Robert Menzies, postboy. 

Havelock pictured above owner/occupier 
James Grant, blacksmith. 

Daisy Bank pictured above owner/occupier 
Mrs Margaret McHardy, dressmaker. 

Houses may be identified just by a number, which doesn‟t tell you the name of the house. 
For example, Jasmine Cottage isn‟t identifiable on the 1895 valuation roll, but it is named in the 
1891 census. On that census night, the occupants were John McHardy, 69, retired tailor, Mary 
Grant, 53, servant, and John Docherty, 60, a visiting Irish pedlar. You can almost hear the craic! 
If I haven‟t mentioned your house, you can get the answers by visiting the archives at  
Old Aberdeen House. They‟re open Mon-Wed, 9.30-1.00 and 2.00-4.30. The search room is tiny, 
so you need to book in advance  01224 481775, but searching is free – you just pay for any 
photocopies. They also have Poor Relief and Education Board records.  For records less than 
100 years old you need to provide the usual kind of evidence of identity, and sign a Data 
Protection declaration. 

Dalgowan: owner, the Duke of Fife; tenant, Donald MacDonald, builder. 

Carr Cottage: owner, the Duke of Fife; tenant, Mrs Helen Mathieson, widow. 

Castleton Smithy: owner, Alexander Haldane Farquharson; tenant, James Grant, blacksmith. 

Gowrie: owner/occupier James Lamont, shepherd. 

Myrtle Cottage and Stables: owner/occupier John Lamont, horse-hirer 

Burnside: owner/occupier Alexander McKenzie, contractor. 



What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Sunday 15 Aug Braemar Flower Show Village Hall 2-4 pm 

Sunday 15 Aug  Braemar Golf Club Ladies 18 hole Open  

Tuesday 24 Aug  Beggars 'Row Village Hall 8pm  

Friday 3 Sept Gathering Ceilidh Mar Lodge phone 
01339741669 for tickets 

Saturday 4 Sept Braemar Gathering 
Telephone: 013397 41098  
E-mail: info@braemargathering.org 

Sunday 5 Sept Mar Lodge Open Day 10am „til 4pm  
 013397 41433 

Friday 10 to 
Sunday12 Sept 

Norton Vintage Rally 

Saturday 11Sept  Braemar Golf Club Mens 18 hole Open  

Sunday12 Sept  History Group field Trip and Bar-B-Q at the 
Quoich 

Monday 13 Sept  Braemar Golf Club Senior Mens Open  

Tuesday 14 Sept  Braemar Golf Club Senior Ladies Open -  
Stableford. 

Thursday 16 Sept Opening Meeting SWRI Kindrochit Court 

Saturday 16 Oct Ghillies Ball Mar Lodge  
013397 41669 

Thursday 21 Oct SWRI Meeting Kindrochit Court 

 Weekly Events 

Tuesdays Scottish Country Dancing.  7.30 - 9.00 pm.  
Castleton Hall.  Open to all (adults).  More info  
Marilyn 013397 41225  

Wednesdays Exercise Class 6pm-7pm Castleton Hall  

Thursdays Braemar Fruit & Veg stall.  12.00 - 1.00 pm.  
Village Hall.  Orders may be given in         ad-
vance to Mary at the Health Centre (Tuesday for 
Thursday collection). 

Thursdays Scout Group - Beavers, Cubs, Scouts.  
Meet at Castleton Hall more information  
Duncan 013397 41030 

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 
Wheelie Bins: 

12th,26th Aug, 

9th,23rd Sept 

Recycling: 

5th,19th Aug 

2nd,16th,30th Sept 

 Mobile Library Service 

Wednesdays 
 

Wed 11 August then  
fortnightly thereafter               
Starting at the School 
(2.30 pm) and 
finishing at  
St Andrews 
Terrace        
(4.55 pm). 

Digital changeover   

1 September 2010 
BBC2  analogue TV 
turned off. Retune for 
available channels. 
15 September retune 
again to get all          
remaining channels. 

Please send any news/articles for the Buzzard to: 
braemar.newsgroup@yahoo.co.uk   
Deadline for next edition : 30 September 2010 
Compilers for next edition: Liz Robertson and Dave Sherrard 
Adverts: cost £15 per eighth of a page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine 013397 41245 

New Moun-
tain Bike 
Track at 
Glenshee  
now open.  
Single ticket 
or all day passes for the 
chairlifts. 

Castleton Dancers 
The Team has now 
reached the £30,000  
charity donation 
mark. 


