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As part of the Aberdeen International Youth Festi-
val, a Dutch youth orchestra (pictured above) gave 

nd.   A 
challenging programme of classical music was en-
joyed by a packed house.  The talented members of 
the orchestra were aged between 14 and 21 years. 

A garden party to celebrate the Royal birth was 
held in the grounds of St Andrews RC church on 
August 18th.  The youth club (three members pic-
tured above) worked hard serving teas.  

Summer in Braemar 

Pictured above contestants at the Junior High-
land Games (July).  Fantastic weather attracted 
around 1500 people to make the Games one of 
the best yet.  Thank you to all the helpers.  

More inside - page 7 
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Braemar News Group 
 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 
Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ram-
say Secretary:  Margaret Palmer   
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 
Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB355YT     
 
Past and current editions of the Buzzard as al-
ways can be viewed online on our website: 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk   Extra copies of the 
Buzzard can  be obtained from the garage or the 
art gallery.  Donation tins are at all these outlets 
for any contribution you would like to make to-
wards costs.  
 
For advertising, contact Maggie MacAlpine  

 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  

Community Update: 
 

Community Notices  The posters on the 
lamp posts are back!  Following discussions be-
tween Aberdeenshire Council and Braemar Com-
munity Council an agreement has been reached 
whereby: 
 

A maximum of four A4 posters per event 
are allowed to be attached to lamp posts in 
the village to advertise charity and commu-
nity events 
These can be displayed for a maximum of 7 
days prior to the event and must be re-
moved the day after the event 
No other locations such as bridge railings 
may be used 
Commercial notices must not be displayed 
on public property. 

 

Anyone wishing to have posters displayed on ei-
ther of the two village notice boards - outside the 
butchers shop or the new boards outside the 
Mews - should take their notice to the Speciality 
Shop.  The charges are as follows: 
 

Braemar community and charity posters. - 
free 
Local posters advertising items for sale, 
staff required etc. or business posters -   
£1/week per board 

Community Update (cont.) 
 

Non-local posters of all kinds -  £2 per 
board per week 

 
All posters are accepted subject to availability of 
space.    The empty sections of the notice boards 
outside the Mews are awaiting printing of artwork.  
 
Morrone Birkwood  SNH is proposing enlarg-
ing the protected area of Birkwood, thinning the 
original thickets and allowing Highland Cattle to 
graze periodically (no calves or bulls!)  Commu-
nity consultation is ongoing. 
 

The Heather Hopper bus service between 
Blairgowrie and Braemar made a welcome return 
this summer starting from beginning of July and 
running until September 28th.  Service 201, oper-
ated by Stagecoach, leaves Braemar at 0955 & 
1455 Mon-Sat, returning from Blairgowrie at 1135 
b& 1635.  The route is supported by the Local Au-
thorities - please promote and use the service. 
 

Post office service, Braemar Co-op  If you 
have arrived at the Post Office counter and found 
it shut (when it should have been open...) take 
heart!  Representatives of the community, Co-op 
and Post Office have recently met.  The Co-op 
has promised (with PO support) to train all staff to 
operate the PO counter so that the service runs 
as advertised.  
 

Braemar Caravan Site is to be run in future 
by Invercauld Estate (who are in the process of 
recruiting a caravan park manager).  The site will 
be taken over from the Caravan Club from late 
October, shutting through November (as last 
year) and re-opening mid-December as an Affili-
ated Caravan Club Site.  The Caravan Club con-
tinues to take bookings until 4 Jan including 

 
 

Premier Convenience Store will open 
shortly in the former Strachans Shop.  The shop 
will not have the usual bright yellow Premier store 
sign - a special hand-painted sign is currently be-
ing designed to be more in keeping with Brae-

already operates a number of Premier stores in 
Perthshire.  The upstairs will be converted into a 
flat for staff. 
 

Craigendarroch, Ballater - the hotel and its 
conference rooms have now all been changed 
into studios and one/two bedroom apartments 
after a £5 million upgrade.  The new accommoda-
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tion forms part of the Hilton Grand Vacations 
scheme (a type of time share) although currently 
the new accommodation is book-able on a drop in 
basis if there is availability.  The complex is open 
to the general public for meals either in the bar or 
in the newly refurbished restaurant.  The Craigen-
darroch is happy to promote information about 
local events to its customers on vacation - send 
information to Alea Masson 
alea.masson@hilton.com  
 

Community Action Plan  
The sub-groups, under the chairmanship of David 
Geddes,  are meeting on a regular basis. Some of 
the topics under discussion are: 
 

Visitor strategy, facilities & service (sub group 
led by Dave Chandler): 

visitor strategy - collecting ideas in prepara-
tion to seeking consultants and funding 

son 
 

Community facilities, service & transport (led 
by Liz Robertson): 

investigating schemes for recycling garden 
waste - using the Tarland scheme as an 
exemplar 
exploring need and practicalities for adult 
education provision 

 

Young People (led by Anna Sherrard) 
developing a green Gym 
building a Braemar Bike park 

 
Housing, Employment & Economy  - we are 
still looking for volunteers to help progress the 
aims of the Action Plan.  Please get in touch if 
you would like to get involved. 
 

There will be an open village meeting later in the 
Autumn to report on progress - but meanwhile if 
you would like to be involved in any of the sub 
groups (many hands make light work...) please 
get in touch in the first instance with  
 

Maggie MacAlpine 013397 41245  
maggiemacalpine@btinternet.com 
 

Kindrochit Castle  Pete Mulvey    
Work on the first of a three phase project to carry 
out improvements to Kindrochit Castle com-
menced on site on Monday 19th August and will 
continue to completion this year - subject, as al-
ways, to the vagaries of the Braemar weather. 
Included in the work will be removal of encroach-
ing vegetation, the stabilisation and capping of 
the walls, improved access around and into the 
Drummond Tower, floodlighting of the site and the 
addition of more extensive interpretive material - 

which may include some narrative which can be 
downloaded onto phones or tablets.  No building 
up of the existing walls will be permitted by His-
toric Scotland unless the position of fallen mate-
rial can be easily identified - but after only a 

Teale at Braemar Primary School is keen to in-
volve the children in the project in any way that 
is practical and Aberdeenshire Council now 

the future. 
 

Cairngorms Larder is a new information leaf-
let just produced by the CNPA promoting food 
and drink in the park.  Pick up your copy from 
the Visitor Centre.  
 

Deeside Way  Aberdeenshire Council is work-
ing on ways to promote and extend (up to and 
beyond Braemar) the Deeside Way.  New sign-
age is under production.   
 

Marie Curie Cancer Care  Join us! Marie 
Curie Cancer Care is holding an informal meet-
ing at The Hut on the Green in Ballater on Tues-
day 10th September from 7pm to 8.30pm.  You 
will have an opportunity to meet local staff and 
fellow supporters and we will bring you right up 
to date with our plans.  You will hear first hand 
about our services and how the money we raise 
is spent, and find out more about what it means 
to belong to a local fundraising group.  If you 
would like to attend or find out more information 
please contact Roxanne on 01224 284382 or on 
Roxanne.hadley@mariecurie.org.uk 
 

Braemar Youth Club would like to thank 
everyone for their generous help with its fund-
raising activities over the Summer Holidays.  In 
particular John McPherson for donating the pro-
ceeds of his mini-railway at Ballater Victoria 
Week, Carole Paterson for organising the Gar-
den Party and Davie Geddes for donating the ice
-creams.  Youth Club will start again on 
Wednesday 18th September from 7 - 9 pm in the 
Sheiling and on alternate Wednesdays thereaf-
ter.  All Aboyne Academy age young people are 
welcome to come along. 
 

CORRECTION  - Guide Shieling  
bookings  In the last edition we gave an incor-
rect phone number for The Guide Sheiling.  For 
bookings and enquiries please get in touch with 
Sue Burgess 013398 86019 or 07968 093984 
or email: sk.burgess@tiscali.co.uk 
Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 

mailto:maggiemacalpine@btinternet.com
mailto:Roxanne.hadley@mariecurie.org.uk
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Braemar Castle   by Doreen Wood 
 

Our 6-day opening experiment has 
been an outstanding success, with well over 
100 visitors most days.   We have been fortu-
nate to have the services of five students this 
year (see photo right).  Britta and Laura have 
returned with two other friends from Vechta 
University, Olga (who is also running Zumba 
classes) and Eike.  They were joined for the 
extended opening period by Angus from Glen-

They have done a fantastic job and the com-
ments in the Visitor Book and feedback forms 
confirm how much people enjoy their enthusi-
asm and knowledge.    

Work on the roof continues, with the 
promise of more funding from Historic Scot-

shire Council.  We have had archaeological and arboricultural surveys of the castle grounds carried 
out and Landscape Architect, Vanessa Stephen, is working on a landscape plan for the grounds which 
will be unveiled in October.  Two unsafe trees have already been taken down. 

Our Facebook page has been going a storm and we now have over 600 Likes with a photo of 
Michel, advertising the Jacobite camp, having had almost 4,500 views!  Ex BBC Scotland reporter 
Colin Wight kindly volunteered to put together a short Castle tour video which can be accessed at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmrx7olnacQ  as well as a video on the Auchtavan BBQ in July  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDcGkEe6nTc 

The Castle teddies are now sporting made-to-measure kilts courtesy of one of the Castle 
Friends - Karen Helling from Aberdeen - who volunteered to measure them up and make them all kilts! 

Photo from left to right:  Eike; Olga; Laura; Britta; Angus 

 RICHARD TAIT JOINERY 
 

All aspects of joinery work 
undertaken 

Windows  --- Doors --- Kitchens --- 
Flooring 

 
Tel: 07730 165 713 

North Bank, Hillside Road, Braemar, 
AB35 5YU 

THE SPECIALITY SHOP 

Pre-loved items for your home 
 

Sweet little trinkets 
Small items of furniture 
Memorabilia 
Glassware 
Silverware 
 .....you never know what you might find.. 

Order your Ice-cream Birthday/Special Occa-
sion Cakes and Desserts now - just 7 days 
notice required.  Tel: 0771 545 7601 

Traditional Sweeties~~~Ice-cream 
Cones and Tubs~~~Lots of Delicious 

Flavours ~~~Milk-shakes 
 

New - Now supplying a wide range of desserts 
 

 including Profiteroles....Tropical Fruit 
Torte.....Mango & Passion Fruit Pot and lots 

more.   
 

All desserts come ready frozen - very handy 
for unexpected guests or just as a treat ready 

when you need it.   
 

Come in and browse the brochure.  Must be 
ordered 7 days in advance 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmrx7olnacQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDcGkEe6nTc
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Braemar Folk  -  Caroline Hadley-Smith 

by Selena Hill 
 
 Caroline, owner of the lovely Wild Thistle Gift 
Shop, has a long history with Braemar, originally com-
ing here for weekends with her parents from Aber-
deen.  Her Father would cycle and her Mother would 
bring all the camping gear, plus girls, in the car.  Once 
here they spent many an hour hill climbing, exploring 
and sitting outside the bar at Mar Lodge, with coke & 
crisps whilst their parents enjoyed a few drinks before 
heading back to the tent.  Caroline's Grandparents 
lived in The Potteries, in Birmingham.  Their only son, 

where he eventually did a PhD in Botany.  He met 
Caroline's Mother in Birmingham where she was a stu-
dent nurse.  Her father got his first job as a lecturer at 
Aberdeen University and moved the family up to Scotland.  Caroline grew up in Aberdeen, with her 
two sisters, in the pre-oil years.  They lived in Bieldside which was a small suburb of Aberdeen at the 
time, next to the now defunct Deeside Railway. 
 Caroline went to Cults primary, where she enjoyed outdoor pursuits.  As her father was a bota-
nist they often went fungi hunting on their many trips to Braemar.  She went on to Secondary School 
in Cults and was a typical teenager who loved nothing more than whiling away her Saturdays at 
Happy Trails Record Shop looking for the latest LP.  Her passion was always cooking, but this was 
put on the back burner whilst she went off to Edinburgh University to study English.  Caroline spent all 
her spare university time working at Hendersons Salad Table, honing her cookery skills.  Caroline 
also loved the wilder sports and could often be found at Strathallan Air Field parachuting jumping - 
50p a go!  She was also a member of the Edinburgh University Canoe Club with lots of jollies to Aus-
tria and Germany, possibly helped by the fact there were only two girls and fourteen young men.  
 After her degree Caroline moved to London and got a job as a Restaurant Manager in Mayfair. 
The company also imported Godiva chocolates and she eventually became the Sales Manager for 
Godiva in London, working out of the Hilton Hotel.  London eventually wore her down and through 
contacts with an old friend she managed to blag her way into running a chalet in the holiday resort of 
Val d'Isere in France.  She had never skied before but fell in love with the sport immediately and 
worked there for five seasons.  This was the mid 1980's and Val d'Isere was a tiny resort which took 
12hrs to reach from Geneva.  It was also full of Aberdonian offshore workers in their downtime, one of 
whom was Alex, whom she eventually married in 1991.  Val d'Isere was no place for a young married 
couple and they moved back to Aberdeen.  They saw an advert in the P&J - "Hotel for sale on ski 
road, Braemar" - it was Braemar Lodge and they jumped at the chance, taking it over from the Easter 
of 1992.  After three years they realised they had little time to ski & enjoy village life so put the Lodge 
up for sale.  They rented a wee house up Chapel Brae and Caroline went off to work at Glenshee as 
an administrator.  Unfortunately these were not good snow years and she eventually went to work at 
Braemar Mountain Sports and had a fabulous five years there, even helping to set up Telefest.  They 
had moved to the Bank House by this time and Caroline decided to get back into catering and open a 
Bistro.  So in 2000 they got started building the Gathering Place in the house basement.  It was a 
great business but unfortunately Caroline broke her leg in several places in 2005 whilst skiing.  The 
leg was taking a long time to heal and realistically she knew she would have to give up the Bistro.  
They sold it to Sandie and Iain Geddes and moved back to Aberdeen whilst waiting for a house to 
come up for sale in Braemar.  Meanwhile Caroline worked for the NTS at Crathes.  They bought Wil-
derbank in 2007 and the week they moved in was co-incidentally the same week the old Highlander 
came up for sale.  Caroline put in the winning bid and opened her wee shop.  Originally Gifts and Gar-
dens, now Wild Thistle, the business is still going strong, selling contemporary Scottish gifts.  
 When Caroline and Alex first moved to Braemar they knew this was their forever village. They 
have good friends here, still enjoy skiing, hill walking and Caroline is an active member of the Brae-
mar choir, whistle group and Stitch & Bitch.  She is also a very keen gardener who loves pottering 
outside with her dogs. 
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Braemar Braemar Braemar    
ScoutsScoutsScouts   
at the  
International International International    
Scout Jamboree Scout Jamboree Scout Jamboree    
Stavanger, Norway, 
July 2013 

Members of both the Braemar Scouts 
and Braemar Explorer Scouts took part in 
the jamboree in Norway (travelling to-
gether but camping in separate sub-camp 
areas).  Weather was kind (at least 3 
scorching days), days were long (light 
until ....almost midnight), and everyone 
managed to get fed -  even though all the 
food was cooked on wood fires which of 
course meant collecting & chopping the 
wood first!  The theme of the camp was 

sive)  which was not a great translation 
from the Norwegian - especially when 
emblazoned on a t-shirt across some-

- note the tower in the background 
of the photo right and fire dancing by 
leader Duncan! (photo below) 

Two of the jamboree highlights were 
a walk up Pulpit Rock - Preikestolen 
(see photo top left), one of Nor-

tions (the views proved why!) and a 
-

into the depths of the Norwegian 
countryside.    
 A fantastic experience for all  
made possible by the enthusiasm 
and time devoted by the scout lead-
ers - Thankyou! 

Pictured below: 
Dave Torrance 
prepares tea! 
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THE SEASONS IN BRAEMAR 
 

Glen  
The  seasons  were  clear-cut  ye  ken.  
We  didna  need  the  BBC  

  
For  carpet-   
That  spring  hid  come  tae  Auchendryne.  
  
Clootie  rugs  frae  kitchen  fleers  
Bedecked  the  garden  seats  and  chairs  
And  feather  mattresses  and  pillows  
Were  whackit  till  stoor  rose  up  in  billows  

  
Complained  their  hens  were  aff  the  lay!  
  

nished  
Aud  chair  legs  mended  syne  and  var-
nished  
The  Braemar  Spring,  its  course  had  run  
The  second  season  had  begun.  
  

The  summer  months  were  fair  and  
sunny  

money)  
For  gentry  cam  tae  golf  and  shoot  
And  fish  the  Bonnie  Dee  for  troot.  
  
Then  in  the  evenings  of  these  days  
At  dancing,  opera  and  plays  
In  Victoria  Village  Hall  
The  natives  held  their  guests  in  thrall.  
If  there  had  been  a  competition  
For  Braemar  singers  to  audition  
Then  Connie,  Randal,  Doc  and  Page  
In  London  would  have  been  the  rage  
And  as  for  Drama  -   -  

-  
A  certain  prince  would  be  a  star  

  
  
I  canna  bear  tae  hearken  back  
Tae  days  when  clansmen  ranged  the  
Park  
When  carriages  and  Windsor  Greys  

Brought  pageantry  to  autumn  days.  
Season  of  pipe  and  kilts  and  heather  
Kinsmen  and  Royals  met  the  gither  
Lassies  and  lads  that  danced  wi  grace  

  
  
Winter  was  sna  and  ice  and  robins  

  
Bannocks  and  oatcakes,  butteries  and  
baps  

  
Brandy,  whisky,  ginger-wine,  
Trifles  and  plum  duff     affa  fine!  
Cranberry  jelly,  nuts  and  pheasants  

  
  
Summer  and  winter  changes  bring  

  
The  flowers  fade  and  leaves  may  fall  
Those  memories  sweet,  will  never  pall.  
  
Mary Hunter c2004 (Braemar) 
Written for Douglas Davidson 
(Braemar) 

   
 
Please take a look at the full programme of classes and workshops contained in the enclosed brochure 

 

The Squirrel Trail. The Squirrel Trail. The Squirrel Trail. Miss Marga-

put to good use in the knitting of 
squirrels which are to be placed 
all over the village and sur-
rounding woods during the Fes-
tival.  Adults and children alike 
are invited to explore the village 
in search of the squirrels, and 

there will be 
prizes, thanks to 
the generosity 
of Miss Boyd. 

23-26 Oct 
 
Watch out for 
posters 
nearer the 
time on how 
to participate 
in all the 
above events. 

The Festival Stag, The Festival Stag, The Festival Stag, a 
life size creature com-
plete with real antlers, 
is waiting to be clad in 
colourful squares knit-
ted by you.  Squares 
can be any colour, any 
stitches, any wool and should be 
about 4 ins.  If you have no time to 
do one at home drop into taste.. the 
Festival hub, from 23rd - 26th Octo-
ber and knit one while you join  
others over a cup of coffee. 

The Great Brae-The Great Brae-The Great Brae-
   

   

a challenge to all.  
Both professional 
and home bakers 

dozen scones.  The thirteenth 
scone will be entered for judg-
ing and the others will be sold 
off to raise funds.  So look out 
your favourite recipe and get 
practising!  

Cooking Demonstrations. Cooking Demonstrations. Cooking Demonstrations.    
   

What a wonderful opportu-
nity to witness our local 
chefs in action, and perhaps 
lend a hand in the prepara-
tion.  Thanks to Braemar 
Lodge and The 
Gathering Place 
Bistro for their 
support. 

Festival Haggis contest.  Festival Haggis contest.  Festival Haggis contest.  Remem-
ber The Mar Lodge Staggis, and the 
Youth Hostel Haggis from 2012?... 
Create a 2013 Braemar Haggis (a 
Braggis?) from any materials, give it 
a character, and put it on display in 
the village.  So come on book clubs, 
choir, dancers, musicians, golfers, 
snooker players, bowlers, lunch club-

your chance to brag about your activity or club.  
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Your local councillors.. 
Geva Blackett 

 

Email: Cllr.G.Blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
Tel: 013397 41541 Mobile: 0787 647 5269 

 
 Apart from asking 
constantly for potholes to 
be filled and white lines to 
be painted (especially im-
portant at the top of Glen-
shee where they seem to 
have disappeared - again!), 
life as a councillor contin-
ues to be busy and on the 

whole very interesting. 
 There seems to have been lots of people 
around the village this summer and of course eve-
ryone is working hard to make Braemar an even 
better 'tourist attraction' with many sections of our 
community having big visions.  The launch of the 
Braemar Community Action Plan earlier this year 
was, I felt, sowing the seeds of all our dreams  
now to make them reality! 
 Last year, as a new councillor, I asked 
Stephen Archer (the Council's Director of Infra-
structure Services) out to Braemar; one of the 
'problems' we looked at was the increasing mess 
Kindrochit Castle was becoming.  Stephen imme-
diately saw the importance of this historic site to 
Braemar and Pete Mulvey has been helping direct 
what is becoming an exciting project!  Stephen 
managed to find £120,000 of funding which will be 
used to smarten up the area, put in lighting and, 
following consultation with the community, install 
interpretation signs.  Stephen has become a fre-
quent recreational visitor to Braemar, so in case 
he happens to pick up this copy of The Buzzard: 
"Thank You Stephen! Your help is really appreci-
ated." 
 Another project close to my heart is St. Mar-
garet's church and of course Paul Anderson's 
dream of a world renowned fiddle school finding a 
home there.  A recent visit by Ian Hudgeon MEP  
helped raise the whole concept of Braemar be-
coming a hub of artistic excellence at a political 
level.  
 Increasing tourist numbers will of course 
boost jobs but also increases the need for afford-
able housing - always a problem here, as it is in 
many other rural communities. There are over 
150 people on the waiting list for housing in Brae-
mar, which is an impossible number to satisfy 
given that the council only owns 28 properties in 
the village!   Working with the Community Action 
Plan  and David Geddes in particular - I am try-

ing to find ways to increase the amount of local 
affordable housing  
 As I write, Games Day is approaching fast  
- I feel very honoured to have been asked to 
open the Aberdeen Caravan Club Rally the night 
before.  I can hardly believe this is our 21st Brae-
mar Games Day!   Life here has gone so fast and 
we have loved every minute of it; although Simon 
will be 'winding down' this time next year (cutting 
back to a 3 day week Ed.), I most certainly will 
not be!  Simon and I cannot imagine anywhere 
better to live and both hope to be here working 
for the Braemar community for many years to 
come.  As always, if you need any help, just ask. 
 
Katrina A Farquhar 
Email: cllr.k.farquhar@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
Tel: 013398 80836 Mobile: 0787 647 5403 
 
 I hope everyone has had a great summer 
and we have a nice day for 
Braemar Gathering. 
 Have you all heard 

deenshire as a region of 
beauty, quality and innova-
tion?  You can join the con-
versation on Facebook and 
you can also send in favourite 
photographs to the picture 
gallery on Aberdeenshire 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 Tourism in the area is set to receive a ma-
jor boost from Aberdeenshire Council with the 
launch of a new fund to develop events to cele-
brate Homecoming Scotland 2014.  The £60,000 
scheme is to support community groups and or-
ganisations to expand a programme of Home-
coming events.  Established events can also ap-
ply if they can demonstrate additional features 
promoting Homecoming 2014 to visitors. 
To fill in an application form for funding, please 

2014 web pages.  For further information e-mail : 
economic.development@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 Aberdeenshire Council has extended the 
range of magazine titles available from its librar-
ies as part of the free eMagazine service, allow-
ing local library members to access around 140 
titles that can be read on a computer, tablet or 
phone.  Library members can create an account 
online using a library number and email address 
and join within minutes.  For the full range visit: 
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/
readers/Zinio_mags_190613.pdf  

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
mailto:economic.development@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/readers/Zinio_mags_190613.pdf
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries/readers/Zinio_mags_190613.pdf
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War bravery recognised 

 

 Braemar veteran Colin McIntosh 
has recently been awarded the Arctic 
Star medal established to honour the 
bravery of sailors who delivered vital 
supplies to Russia in World War 2.  The 
severity of the conditions endured by 
these sailors, under constant attack from 
U boats and from the air, led Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill to describe these 

 
 Seaman McIntosh joined the ser-

vice in 1937 
after finding 
that work in the 
local bakery 

and, after his 
Naval Service, 
Colin returned 
to Braemar 
where he 
worked on the 
Invercauld Estate for some 37 years after the conflict.  During this time he 
was a passionate supporter of Braemar Gathering and served as its Presi-
dent from 1980 until 2001.   Now resident at Balhousie Alastrean care home 
Colin remains the honorary Vice-president of the Society. 

Seaman McIntosh 

BRAEMAR SERVICE STATION 
 

 

We always stock 
 

...Logs....Charcoal....Hardware....DIY Items... 
...Car Accessories...Batteries...Pet Treats etc... 

...Bird Nuts and seeds... 
Sweets....Crisps....Drinks...Ices and  

much more.... 
Tel: 013397 41210 
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Braemar Local History Group 
 The photographic exhibition intended for 
Braemar Castle in August had to be postponed 
but we hope to have one ready for next year.  
 Meanwhile we are beginning to plan a semi-
permanent exhibition on the history of the village 
which will have a home in Braemar Parish 
Church.  Visitors will be able to go to the church 
and find out about the origins and development of 
the village and see old photographs and docu-
ments relating to people and places. 
 Our summer history walks are proving very 
popular and thanks to Doug Anderson and Doug 
Bruce they are held twice weekly.  Please check 
the noticeboards for details.  At the request of the 
Tourism Group a walk was arranged for local 
business people.  They are often the first people 
that visitors approach for information about the 
village and places to go and see.  If there is de-
mand this will be repeated later in the year. 
 We are putting together our winter pro-
gramme of history talks.  If you have any sugges-
tions for topics or speakers then please call 
BLHG Chairman Neil Bain 41420.  
                           Brian J Wood (BLHG Secretary) 
Paws for thought... Richard Baker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name:  My name is Chae (after Chae Strachan - 

est chap like myself! ) 
Description:  
radoodle (emphasis on the Doodle) but still a 
puppy!  I spend most of my time at the Log Cabin 

from Mintlaw where I was born.  I can sometimes 

a big softy and regret being too big to be a lap 
dog. 
Likes:  Long distance walks - especially those 
that involve hopping on and off buses and swim-
ming in the Clunie to retrieve golf balls.  Lying in 
front of a log fire - especially after a big meal. 
Scariest moment: being swept down the 
Clunie when I was a puppy. 
Most embarrassing moment: being chased 
by a Roe Deer! 
Best Friend: Julie Kilgour, a dogs best friend. 

Club News 
 

A new year, and a new image for 
Braemar SWRI 
 Following a very successful Craft and 
Flower Show this summer, the SWRI is looking 
forward to a great new season, with lots of new 
members, a new venue, and many exciting and 
interesting meetings and outings.  Our end of 
year invitation in May to a wine and cheese eve-
ning, open to all the ladies in the village, proved 
to be a popular move, with several new faces 
coming along with some great ideas for the fu-
ture.  One such proposed venture was trips to the 
theatre and already we have organised the first of 
these, with 18 of us going to Pitlochry Festival 

More theatre outings are in the planning for the 
autumn and winter.  In addition to the special 
events, we have our regular monthly meetings on 
the third Thursday of each month from Septem-
ber to May, where we look forward to listening to 
interesting speakers, learning new skills, experi-

company.  The scope of the SWRI is limited only 
by the imagination of its members, so please do 
come along to our first meeting and hear all about 
the plans for the year ahead, even if you are not 
sure about joining.  We are always open to new 
ideas so feel free to express your opinion, come 
up with suggestions, or volunteer to organise an 
event.  The opening meeting for the 2013/14 year 
is on Thursday 19th September

 
 

Traditional Music at the 
Moorfield 
 After a summer break the 
Monday night music sessions will 
restart on 9th September.  We 
now have a beginners half hour at 
7pm followed by our regular ses-
sion.  We generally play set tunes 
for an hour or two with time after that for folk to do 
their own thing.  Right now we often hear low and 
high whistle, fiddle, guitar, keyboard and bodhran.  
All welcome, whatever the instrument or ability.  
 Come along, call Dave on 41516 or email 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk  
 

Explorer Scouts Unit (section for older 
scouts) seeks enthusiastic adult to assist leader-
ship team.  Male or female.  Interested?  Contact 
Dave Torrance 41549  

mailto:info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk


What's on in and around your village? 
Date Event 
14 Sept Sat Loch Etchachan Cycle, Walk and Mini Concert.  Leaving Linn 

of Dee car park at 9am.  For more info contact Woodend Barn  
01330 825431 

16 Sept Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

19 Sept Th SWRI re-
information from Marilyn 41225 

19 Sept Th Angus Weaver of Grass, Village Hall 7.30 pm.  Telling the 
story of Angus McPhee using puppets and actors.  Part of the 
Atomic Doric programme (Woodend Barn).  Tickets £9 in ad-
vance (more on the door). 

10 Oct Th - your opportunity to shine! 
To volunteer your services Marilyn 41225 

12 Oct Sat Pantomime Auction Village hall 

21 Oct Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

  

23-26 Oct Braemar Creative Arts Festival - workshops, evening 
 

18 Nov Mon Braemar Community Council 7.30 pm Braemar School 

 Weekly Events 

Sundays Choir 7-9 pm Castleton Hall. More info Sue Sherrard 41516  

Mondays Traditional Music Group, Moorfield Hotel.  7 pm whistle be-
ginners; 7-9pm group playing 

Tuesdays Line Dancing  6.30 pm Castleton Hall 

Wednesdays Scottish Country Dancing.  7.30 - 9.00 pm.  Castleton Hall.  
Open to all (adults).  More info Marilyn 013397 41225  

Wednesdays Youth Club  7.30pm  Guide Sheiling.  Meets fortnightly. 

Thursdays  Explorer Scouts  7.30pm  Guide Sheiling.  Meets fortnightly.
(Note change of day from Wed to Thurs) 

Thursdays Scout Group - Beavers, Cubs, Scouts.  Castleton Hall 

  

 Mobile Library Service 
Tuesdays 

Calls MONTHLY on the 
following dates : 

 - 3rd September; 1st & 
31st October 

 

Calling at : 
Kindrochit 
Court 1130  
Chapel Brae 
1150 
St Andrews 
Terrace 1215  
St Margaret's 
Church 1245 
 

Aberdeen Library & 
Information  
Service 01651 87270 

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 
Wheelie Bins: 
Sept 5th 19th 

Oct 3rd 17th, 31st 
Nov 14th 28th 
Recycling: 

Sept 12th 26th 
Oct 10th 24th 
Nov 7th 21st 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Deadline for next edition: Nov 25th 2013 
 

New(!) website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Adverts: Cost £15.00 per eighth of page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine  41245 

Did you Know 
 
Aberdeenshire 

Council has an online 
service which can be 
used to report anything 
from a pothole to 
blocked gully, faulty 
street lighting, road 
markings, manhole cover 
problems, fallen trees, 
grass cutting.  Just go 
online at 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.
uk/roads/faults.asp 

???   
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Work has started on the Village hall roof renova-
tion - funded by Village Hall resources and Aber-
deenshire Council (who have been very suppor-
tive).  Once the roof is sorted, attention will turn 
to other renovation matters, funding permitting. 

Pictured above, some of those taking part in 
the Jacobite walk, hiking in costume from 
Keiloch to Auchtavan (July 20).  Here they 
were joined by a 10 vehicle safari for a BBQ 

overnight returning to Braemar Castle on the 
Sunday, being piped home in style by Dave 
Torrance.  Weather (see above) was very kind! 

 
 
The Scouts and Ex-
plorer Scouts took part 
in the Norwegian Inter-
national Scout Jambo-
ree in Stavanger in 
July.  Pictured left, the 
Scouts having made it 
to the top of Preikesto-
len in glorious sun-
shine.  Photo middle 
left - the Deeside Ex-
plorer Scout contingent 

(an impressive monu-
ment adjacent to the 
camp ground).  More 
photos and text inside 
on page 6. 


