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www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

To find out what’s happening in Braemar on a day to day basis check out the Braemar Community 

Calendar link:   

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29  

 

Don’t miss inside this issue! 

 

 New Braemar first responder initiative and  

 volunteers sought  - Page 3   

 Braemar school’s fund raising campaign for a 

new outdoor classroom  - Page 11   

 New author in our midst  - Page 7  

 And lots, lots more…… 

 

Plus insert: 
 

 New Braemar Community Matters - for you to 

keep handy 

Photo taken by 

Doreen Wood 

Temperature of –23C in Braemar 

lowest in 25 years and that low  

temperature occurred in the midst of lots of snow.   

All in all we’ve had a bit of a ‘cold snap’ this winter! 

but it has inspired many to get out and about with 

their cameras.  Thank you to everyone who sent in 

photos, just sorry we couldn’t have found room for 

more. 

Photo taken by 

Dale Johnson 

Photo taken by 

Chris Booth 

Photo taken 

by Amelia Till 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Colin Hunter 

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Richard Baker  

013397 41225.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery and the newsagent/pharmacy.  

The Buzzard is funded by advertising and donations 

- donation tins are at all these outlets for any very 

welcome contribution towards costs.  

Community Update (cont.) 

Braemar Community Council is currently 

meeting on zoom, and the dates of the next two 

meetings are April 19th and June 21st.  The June 

meeting will also be the AGM - if you are interested 

in standing for election (and new, enthusiastic  

members are always welcome) then please contact 

BCC to make your interest known or register online 

on Aberdeenshire Council’s website.  You do not 

need to be an elected member to listen in to a  

meeting but you will need to obtain the ‘zoom link’ 

by registering in advance with the secretary  Email:  

braemarccsecretary@outlook.com  Current  ‘hot’ 

topics for  BCC include:  the consolidation of a  

community resilience plan;  consultation with  

Scottish Ambulance service over service provision 

in Braemar; community housing -  and as always, 

they are consultees for local planning applications.   

Minutes of previous meetings can be found online at 

braemarscotland.co.uk under ‘community’.  
 

Braemar Shieling reached their 2020 target of 

£150,000 toward the £650,000 renovation target.  

Still a wee way to go but ‘on track’!   The next fund-

raising event is a Virtual Wine Tasting on 19th March 

from 7pm.  An expert from Silver Fox Wines will 

lead the tasting of 6 wines; cost, which will include 

entry to a Prize Draw and quizzes, is £40 for two 

people or £30 for one.  The wine will be delivered to 

to the village.  To book the please contact 

funds4bs@gmail.com.  Next up is a Virtual Kilt Walk 

23-25th April; more details of which will be displayed 

on the Sheiling Information Board.  Enid Blaikie 
 

Glenshee Ski Centre obtained planning  

permission from CNPA on Feb 26th to build three 

double zipwires and associated infrastructure at the 

ski centre.  The Cairnwell Chairlift will provide  

access to the start point of the ‘zipwire safari’.    
 

Growbiz is a not for profit enterprise support  

organisation based in Perthshire designed to help  

small businesses survive and thrive -  advice,  

learning, networking, mentoring, marketing.  To find 

out more visit  www.growbiz.co.uk 
 

Village Bin Collections 
 

General waste -  grey wheelie bin + 

food caddy:  Mar 9th,30th ; Apr 20th; 

June 1st, 21st 

All other weeks: Blue lidded  

recycling bin + food caddy. 
 

New automated barrier at   

Banchory Crow’s nest recycling centre, to visit the 

centre book online: 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste 

Community Update  

Braemar Pantry continues to operate through 

lockdown from the old Highland Society office in 

Hillside road, opening 3-4 times a week (times  

posted on the Braemar Community Facebook 

page).   This is a social enterprise venture  

supported by Cffine and open to all.  There is a 

good range of tinned foods and basic staple foods 

(and Carole Paterson says that they have just had a 

new delivery!) and they also take orders for fruit and 

veg.  New members are very welcome - please feel 

free to visit the pantry and see what’s on offer.  

 

Braemar Village Hall  is ready and raring to go 

as it has been throughout lockdown.  Even though 

it's not possible to make use of its facilities yet, 

hopefully the day will come very soon when we will 

be permitted to start up activities again.  However in 

the meantime please feel free to book the facilities 

you might require by contacting Susan  41220.  

All bookings will be treated as provisional until  

guidance permits them to go ahead but if it's in the 

diary it will protect the date for you.  We are being 

guided by Aberdeenshire Council at each stage to 

ensure that we stay within the guidance.  Preserve 

your dates - book now! 

mailto:funds4bs@gmail.com
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 

 All three of your Ward Councillors – Paul 

Gibb, Peter Argyle and I – met with officials from 

both the NHS and the Health & Social Care  

Partnership to agree that the over 50s registered 

with the Braemar, Ballater and Strathdon surgeries, 

would have their vaccinations in the GP surgeries 

and not have to travel miles.  I for one was very 

grateful to get a phone call from our practice here in 

Braemar and to have already had my first dose with 

very few, minor side effects.  A combination of the 

lockdown and vaccination have seen only 89  

positive cases of Covid-19 being identified across 

the whole of Aberdeenshire during the seven day 

period 16-22nd February (which are the latest  

figures available as I write this column) – there  

really is light at the end of the tunnel and hopefully 

we will soon see our village welcoming visitors back 

and our economy reawakening.  It has certainly 

been a very tough 12 months for us all. 

 A group of us, including Doug Anderson,  

Dr Cruickshank, Rachael Henley (the Fife  

Manager) and Alasdair Colquhoun have been  

working with the Scottish Ambulance Service – with 

input from the Fire & Rescue Service -  to set up a 

Community First Responder team to strengthen our 

ability to get those in need of appropriate medical 

care  treated as quickly as possible.  The project, 

chaired by Iain Ramsay (Manager of the Health and 

Social Care Partnership for Aberdeenshire South), 

is very much work in progress however we are now 

looking to form a team of First Responders.  Please 

read the recruitment information bottom page 

and if you can help, do register with Doug  

Anderson to come along to find out more on 

April 6th.  

 At the Cairngorms National Park Authority, 

funding has been agreed for more rangers to help 

with visitor management.  Some of us on the Board 

would like to see more estate involvement  - given 

additional funding for  their training.  After all estate 

workers are already on the ground and are well 

placed to help visitors enjoy their experience  

responsibly.   

 Our next National Park Plan is about to start 

being discussed at the Board and with the Park’s 

Heritage Horizons Lottery bid hoping to deliver 

much of the first three of our Statutory Aims, we 

need to ensure that Plan delivers for the 4th: To  

promote the sustainable economic and social  

development of the area’s communities. 

 On a lighter note, a replacement for ‘Allan’ the 

now (in)famous ‘speed management officer’ is  

waiting for visitors to start returning to the village 

before making his entrance!  As some of you may 

know, Radio 2’s Zoe Ball has given Braemar  

fantastic publicity on her breakfast show with her 

‘Where’s Allan’ slots and has now asked people to 

name the new one (email zoeball@bbc.co.uk or text 

88-2-91).  She is hoping to come up in August to 

‘meet’ the new one and of course we will take every 

opportunity to show her this beautiful area.  

mailto:zoeball@bbc.co.uk
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Braemar  Local History 

Group held their AGM on  

February 21st.  Covid has restricted 

much of the group’s activity through 

2020.  The popular village History 

walks will resume over the summer as soon as  

restrictions permit.  The group are currently trying to 

discover more about the history of the building  

currently occupied by the Braemar Youth Hostel.  If 

anyone in the village has any information,  please do 

get in touch.     Doug Bruce 

 

 The series of local history group booklets   

produced by BLHG is proving another big success.  

The first print of 500 copies of Wartime Braemar 

sold out.  The Historical Guide to Braemar and 

District has also sold well.  Copies of these two 

booklets can be obtained online from Publications – 

Braemar Local History Group (braemarlhg.com) or 

by contacting Doug Anderson  07585 122730 or 

avondee@ymail.com.   

 Buoyed by this success, a third booklet The 

Jacobites and Upper Deeside is in preparation, 

now augmented by the specialist knowledge of 

Michel and Magali Brat.  It is hoped to publish the 

booklet in June.  Braemar featured very large in the 

Jacobite uprisings not least with the famous raising 

of the standard for the 1715 uprising.  The booklet 

will reveal more of the story of the four armed  

uprisings with a particular focus on the involvement 

of the clans of Braemar and the surrounding parts of 

Upper Deeside.  It will also look more widely at the 

strengths and weaknesses of the Jacobites – how 

they were mustered, armed, and communicated with 

subversive, secret signs and symbols. 

 The largest section of the booklet will focus on 

many of the fascinating characters, family disputes, 

and legends, not least in the numerous different 

branches of Clan Farquharson.  As with the previous 

booklets, there have been new discoveries and  

alternative versions to folklore stories to sift and  

research.  Anyone who has a story or legend to offer 

should contact lead author Maureen Kelly on 

maureen@tandemkelly.co.uk   07977 578 662. 

 Others have said that ‘when fact becomes  

legend, print the legend’.  BLHG’s approach,  

however, is to recognise ‘legends’ as such and state 

only ‘facts’ as facts!         Maureen and Tom Kelly 

 

Braemar Creative Arts Festival  
 

 Unfortunately getting together is still not  

possible while the current pandemic dictates.  But 

where there is a will there’s a way and our Creative 

Arts Festival has found ways to reach out to  

everybody online.  We have already had the Fool’s 

Gold live concert, attended by 25 plus people on 

20
th
 February, the Zoom Room sketch recording

(still available on St Margaret’s page), and a  

weekend Writing Retreat led by Rachel Marsh, 

6/7th March. 

 Coming up at the end of March we have 

Carole Williams, the National Drama Advisor for 

the Scottish Community Drama Association  

leading a weekend of drama activities.  We are in 

talks with other tutors and we hope to offer some 

art and craft sessions throughout April and May. 

We also have plans for a quiz, some exciting 

cookery classes, (using our own produce from the 

community garden) and another concert.  Details 

of all spring events will be announced on  

Facebook - (and there is a dedicated Braemar 

Creative Arts Festival facebook page.)  

 We have our fingers and toes crossed that 

by October we will be able to have a full scale, 

face to face Creative Arts Festival, with classes 

and workshops and all the usual ‘extras’ that bring 

everyone together ready for fun…dinners,  

exhibitions, ceilidhs, the market, demonstrations 

and competitions.  More news of all that in the 

next Buzzard! 
 

G7 ukulele group   
continues to meet every Friday 

evening via zoom and Covid 

has presented an excellent  opportunity to edit and 

expand the repertoire!   New members are always 

welcome  - so if you have a hankering to do  

something musical, (and the ukulele is a very  

accessible instrument), come and give it a go.  

The advantage of zoom is that no one else hears 

what you are playing! - the songs have to be led 

by one instrument at a time due to time delays.   

So if you are interested in a bit of social banter 

intermixed with music, get in touch.  All levels of 

ability welcome.     Liz Robertson   41030 

https://braemarlhg.com/publications/
https://braemarlhg.com/publications/
mailto:avondee@ymail.com
mailto:maureen@tandemkelly.co.uk
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Pioneering Spirit: Archaeology Investigation of Illicit Whisky Stills 

at Mar Lodge Estate    Dr Daniel Rhodes,  

         Archaeologist, National Trust for Scotland 

 

 There is a rich history of townships and farms on the Mar Lodge Estate.  Now silent, these places 

were once places where people led rural lives producing and exchanging the things they needed to see 

them through each year.  Many of these places have been mapped but for the first time the National Trust 

for Scotland are partnering with The Glenlivet whisky to investigate how whisky (both its making and 

smuggling) formed a part of life on Mar Lodge Estate.  

 There are currently eight known illicit still sites on the Mar Lodge Estate and through archaeological 

investigation led by Dr Daniel Rhodes, the Pioneering Spirit project is hoping to learn more about how 

these sites where used and the history of local whisky production.  Who was producing the whisky and 

how was it made?  Was it being smuggled out of the region and sold illegally?  Are there more illicit whisky 

making bothies that are as yet undiscovered? 

 In 1824 Samuel Morewood wrote An Essay on the Inventions and Customs in the Use of Inebriating 

Liquors.  In it he described the discovery of an illicit whisky still: 

 

‘Perceiving, however, some brambles loosely scattered about the place, he  

proceeded, to examine more minutely, and on their removal, discovered some 

loose sods, under which was found a trap door leading to a small cavern, at the 

bottom of which was a complete distillery at full work, supplied by a subterranean 

stream, and the smoke conveyed from it through the windings of a tube that was 

made to communicate with the funnel of the chimney of the distillers’  

dwelling-house, situated at a considerable distance.’ 
 

 The first law pertaining to the production of whisky in Scotland was the Excise Act of 1644, which 

meant tax had to be paid on any whisky put up for sale.  However, private production not destined for sale 

was legal and it was estimated that by the 1760s private distillers were producing around 500,000 gallons 

a year – about 10 times the amount of taxed production.  In 1781 distilling for private consumption was 

banned.  

 Nonetheless, approximately 300,000 gallons were smuggled across the border into England in 1787 

alone.  By 1815 the law had made it illegal to produce whisky in stills of less than 500 gallons in the  

Highlands.  In 1823 a new Excise Act was passed, which sanctioned the distilling of whisky in return for a 

licence fee of just £10, and a set payment per gallon of proof spirit.  This made the production of whisky a 

potentially profitable activity and many previously illegal distillers turned legal.  This included the first  

licensed distillery under the new act, The Glenlivet.  

 The Trust is keen to involve volunteers in this exciting research and is currently looking for local 

groups or individuals to help identify and record illicit still sites on and around Mar Lodge Estate with the 

aim of carrying out excavations in 2021.  If you would like to be involved please get in touch with 

Daniel on: drhodes@nts.org.uk and follow our progress on facebook and twitter. 

The NTS Archaeology Team Surveying an Illicit Still Site at Creag Phadruig, Mar Lodge Estate  

mailto:drhodes@nts.org.uk
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News from Mar Lodge Estate  - Shaila Rao 

 Spring is nearly upon us and we are all hoping that restrictions will start to 

ease shortly and that we will be able to welcome guests back to the lodge and 

complete all the projects planned for 2021 at Mar Lodge Estate. 

 We are expecting an influx of visitors when restrictions lift, similar to that 

we all experienced in July 2020.  In preparation for this we will be recruiting a seasonal Ranger, and two 

seasonal visitor services assistants who will be based down at the Linn of Dee car park.  We will also be 

carrying out work to increase the capacity of the Linn of Dee car park.  The work will be making more  

efficient use of space at the car park rather than extending it, by enlarging the existing parking bays and 

improving the surface and drainage.  In order to facilitate this work, the car park will be CLOSED from 8th 

March, for 3 weeks, re-opening in time for the Easter weekend.  We apologise for any inconvenience while 

this work is underway, but we will provide temporary parking nearby throughout the duration of the works. 

 Later in the year the Victoria Bridge will undergo some much needed repair work and will also be  

re-painted.  The bridge will need to be fully encased for this work to avoid any material falling into the River 

Dee and as a result the bridge will also be closed for a period.  We will advise the community of this  

closure through social media.  

 A number of our conservation projects will 

continue this year including our twinflower  

project, montane willow restoration, alpine-sow 

thistle re-introduction and narrow-headed wood 

ant conservation project.  There will be two  

exciting ‘firsts’ in 2021.  We will be planting out 

2000 rare montane willows in Coire Etchachan 

which have been grown on from seed collected 

previously on the estate.  This planting will  

reinforce existing very small willow populations 

and create stepping-stone populations between 

existing groups of willows.  We will also be 

translocating our first narrow headed ant nest 

from the middle of the pine woodland to more 

suitable habitat at the edge of the woodland.  In 

this new location we hope the ants will be able 

to thrive and persist into the future moving with the woodland edge as the forest expands.  This will be only 

the second time this has been completed for narrow headed ants in Scotland.   

 This year we also hope to complete our first Peatland restoration project restoring a large area of 

bare and eroding peat in the western part of the estate.  Healthy peatlands are key in mainly storing but 

also sequestering carbon.  Degraded peatlands with bare and eroding peat are doing the opposite  

releasing carbon into the atmosphere.  This restoration work is important 

in both combatting the climate emergency and conserving our moorland 

habitats. 
 

 And hot off the press… Andy Painting the Seasonal Ecologist for the 

last few years at Mar Lodge has written a book about the estate called 

‘Regeneration’.  This book will be launched in March but is available for 

pre-order from Birlinn the publisher  Regeneration | Birlinn Ltd - Independ-

ent Scottish Publisher - buy books online, ISBN: 9781780277141  and all 

other good book retailers.  This book charts the conservation issues,  

challenges and success stories at Mar Lodge since the NTS acquisition in 

1995.  It is as much a story about the dedicated and passionate people 

involved in the work at Mar Lodge as the species and habitats which exist 

there.  It is a great, interesting and easy read that comes highly  

recommended.  You are all welcome to attend the virtual book launch 

event on the 18th March 2021 and can register here https://

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-launch-regeneration-by-andrew-painting-

tickets-142223521381  

Coire Etchachan - site for the planting out of the  

montane willow 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/regeneration/
https://birlinn.co.uk/product/regeneration/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fbook-launch-regeneration-by-andrew-painting-tickets-142223521381&data=04%7C01%7CDFrew%40nts.org.uk%7C6bbd7a53e2994c4681e808d8d8abd026%7C36fd58d4efb342ec8c476b59854edd
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fbook-launch-regeneration-by-andrew-painting-tickets-142223521381&data=04%7C01%7CDFrew%40nts.org.uk%7C6bbd7a53e2994c4681e808d8d8abd026%7C36fd58d4efb342ec8c476b59854edd
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fbook-launch-regeneration-by-andrew-painting-tickets-142223521381&data=04%7C01%7CDFrew%40nts.org.uk%7C6bbd7a53e2994c4681e808d8d8abd026%7C36fd58d4efb342ec8c476b59854edd
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Braemar Community Housing 
Sam Foster and Simon Blackett  
 
 Thank you to everyone who managed to visit St Margaret’s 

Church in December to have a look at the designs and draft allocations 

policy for the new homes behind Kindrochit Court.  Since then the  

designs have been updated using your feedback. 

 We know that the removal of some of the trees is a major  

concern, and it is something we are disappointed about too.  We are 

expecting around 39 (6.5%) of the 600-plus trees to have to be taken 

down.  However, the ecologist for the project has confirmed that  

feeding areas and habitats for the various bird and animal species 

around the woods will not be affected by this removal in the medium 

and long term.  Any effects will reduce further over time once new,  

native trees are planted and start to provide food and habitat too.  From 

the tree survey we also know that the woods are in poor condition and 

have low biodiversity, with very few new trees growing naturally and 

very little ‘understorey’ of native shrubs. This is the result of a lot of 

factors, including lack of management and significant damage by the 

resident rabbit population.  By the community taking ownership of the 

woods it is possible to take small steps to help improve the wood’s condition.  

 On the subject of land ownership, we are grateful to Mar Estate for continuing to work closely with 

us over the last few months.  All being well the land for housing and the new road, and Tomrichton 

Woods will be in community ownership by the end of March! 

 The thick snow and bitterly cold temperatures of February may be foggy memories now, but they 

are a good reminder of the need for the new homes to be extremely energy efficient so that they are  

comfortable and affordable to heat.  At the moment the homes are hoping to achieve the ‘Passivhaus’ 

level of energy efficiency, meaning that the houses will be cosy and heating costs will be low for Braemar.  

 By the time you are reading this we expect the planning application for the project to have been 

submitted.  You will be able to find details of the application on Aberdeenshire Council’s website and to 

comment direct to the council planning officers with any further observations.  The architects and  

engineers working on the project will be getting on with developing detailed drawings and specifications 

over the next few months, so that we can invite tenders from local builders for the construction. 

 Subject to closing a small funding gap, it is planned to start construction of the 15 rented homes at 

the beginning of 2022, so that people can move in by the end of the year.  Once the work starts on site 

we will be inviting applications from people to live in the homes.  Applications will be judged against the 

‘allocations policy’ for the homes, which has been put together to focus on meeting the housing needs of 

local people and was on display at the St Margaret’s consultation.  We will be sharing this policy again 

with the village before it is finalised.  There is further information on this and other aspects of the housing 

plans on the website:  www.braemar-eco-homes.co.uk  

Congratulations to Braemar 

Primary School’s very own 

graphic designer, Abigail Pern, 

who has been busy at her 

computer during lockdown and 

produced the winning design 

for the new logo for the  

community housing.  We think 

it’s wonderful!   

Recipe corner 
 

Oat Shortbread 

 

8 oz  (225g) margarine 

4 oz (110g) sugar 

8 oz  (225g) porridge oats 

4oz  (110g) plain flour 

Vanilla essence 

 

Cream margarine and sugar.  Add oats, flour,  

vanilla essence.  Roll out to 0.25 inches (0.6 cm) 

thick, cut into desired shapes.  Bake for 15 

minutes in a moderate oven.  Sprinkle with castor 

sugar.  

 

 

This recipe was given to me by Dorothy Ramsay 

and it makes wonderful shortbread.  Sadly most of 

you will be aware that Dorothy passed away in  

February.  She will be very much missed around the 

village- always willing to lend a hand, support a 

good cause, and full of enthusiasm for life.  She was 

one of the original  team that started up the Braemar 

Buzzard and looked after our accounts for many 

years.  I shall remember Dorothy every time I make 

her shortbread - and hope that you might like to do 

the same.    Ed.  

http://www.braemar-eco-homes.co.uk
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Braemar Castle -  update from Sandy 

Richardson, Fundraising Manager for the  

Raising the Standard campaign 
 

 It has been a fascinating and exciting time 

since I first came on board in the autumn as the project’s fundraiser.  I 

was very drawn to it because of its sheer ambition: it would have been a 

worthy and laudable ambition to set out to conserve the Castle and stop 

its further deterioration.  What I find admirable and exciting was that,  

instead of doing this, the conservation was taken as simply a launchpad 

for a much larger-scale plan, which will create broad benefit for the  

Village, the community and the wider area.   

 Our big news is that the National Lottery Heritage Fund announced this year that they are  

supporting the project with a grant of £556,000.  This is a tremendous boost and testament to the vision 

and hard work of many who have shaped and driven the plans forward.  This is a huge vote of confidence 

in the project which enables me to concentrate on completing the campaign for £600,000. 

 Substantial progress has been made in fundraising with generous gifts made by individuals in the 

Village and grants from charitable trusts in London and more locally.  We are on the way – but not there 

yet!  The hill we are climbing is a little steeper because of Covid and all its impacts but a programme of 

trust applications is underway with some imminent decisions due.  There are many conversations  

happening with individuals and there are some companies also expressing an interest.  Most promising of 

all is the realisation by many of all that this will do to benefit the community – socially, culturally,  

educationally and economically.  Despite the challenges, there are many reasons to concur with Martin 

Creed – Everything Will [indeed] Be Alright! 

 Alongside all of this, Georgina Errington, Catriona Skene and I have been working on a new Raising 

the Standard website, which will be live early next month, and Catriona has been reacting with creativity 

and purpose to the adverse impact of Covid on the plans she had made for community events.  With the 

Lottery decision in our favour, the project has changed gear: we are moving forward on all fronts and  

looking forward to putting the project out to tender and starting on site later this year.   And, while  

everything is going well, pleased be assured that we need and will appreciate all the support that you can 

give us – by spreading the word, making introductions and making your own donations to this most  

fantastic of projects (see raisingthestandard.org.uk). 

The Deeside  

Knitwits’ plan 

for October 2021, is 

to knit all things  

astronomical and 

celebrate the final 

frontier - SPACE!  

Hopefully, it will be 

out of this world!  

So be thinking, 

planets, stars,  

aliens, rockets, 

spaceships,  

Clangers, Dr Who, 

Stars Wars, Star Trek, Apollo etc etc….and yes our 

knitted earth and the knitted solar system will be 

back on display in the village. 

 We’re unable to meet, but still all knitting and 

crocheting despite the Covid restrictions.  If you’d 

like patterns or yarn just let us know.  You can  

contact us, see regular updates and more photos on 

our Facebook page…@Deesideknitwits  

Rabbits… Margaret Palmer 

 

 Although there is much to 

love about our gardens the ever 

present various pests need to be 

kept under control.  Top of the list 

of miscreants is the rabbit.  These cute fluffy  

bundles innocently munching away at the grass 

are weapons of mass destruction.  The damage 

they cause is monumental.  Carefully nurtured 

plants can be deprived of their blossom, beautiful 

specimens one day and reduced to a few stubbly 

stalks the next; trees can have the bark neatly  

nibbled and the tree is no more; crocuses are  

expertly mown to ground level.  One enterprising 

bunny tunnelled 3ft under the lawn to construct its 

des res, it would excavate and I would fill it in,  

excavate again, I would infill again.  This went on 

for a few days until I had to turn bailiff, give it  

notice to quit, wire up its point of entry and so it 

was evicted.  But who would be without this  

priceless, endlessly fascinating gardening life, 

even with rogue rabbits. 
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St Margaret’s Trust Brian Wood 

 At the time of writing there is still no indication of 

lockdown coming to an end soon and the possibility of  

re-opening for live face to face concerts still seems some 

way off.   Work continues however on preparing an  

ambitious programme of events for the coming year so 

that when the shackles are eventually removed we will 

be ready to leap into action.  In the meantime we  

continue with our series of Virtual St Margaret’s Concerts 

which are proving to be very popular.  Full details of 

these events and more can be found on our website. 

 Some loose masonry has been detected in the north west corner of the building and the area near the 

base of the tower has been fenced off as a precautionary measure.  Inside however work proceeds to  

improve conditions for audience and performers alike.  We managed to acquire a job lot of theatre curtains 

which quite remarkably fit the building exactly and the idea is that, when possible, we will hang these behind 

the rood screen and the Lightfoot Aisle arch to cut down the drafts which blow through on to the main stage 

area. 

 A new Visitor Information Point has been installed within the building.  This is designed to complement 

the new cabin built in the Fife Mews.  Any local event organisers or service providers, accommodation,  

catering, tours, etc are welcome to advertise here free of charge. 

 Working within Covid restrictions we were able to hold both a wedding ceremony and reception in  

St Margaret’s in December.  The happy couple were delighted with the outcome.  We were just relieved that 

we managed to pull it off without heavy snowfall and frozen pipes getting in the way!  We were also pleased 

to host the village Watchnight Service on Christmas Eve.  Unfortunately we couldn’t broadcast it live as was 

our original intention but thanks to the skills of Dale Johnson we were able to pre-record it and make it  

available on-line. 

  We have secured the services of a post graduate student from the Robert Gordon University to 

work with us for a few weeks in the Spring on improving our marketing and in particular our use of social  

media.  Hopefully this will make it much easier for folk to keep up to date with what is happening at  

St Margaret’s both virtually and in reality and how you can become involved with us. 

 A group led by St Margaret’s Trustee, Fergus Mutch has begun the process of building a new website 

for the project.  We hope that the new site will project a fresher and more modern impression of the  

St Margaret’s Trust and make information about our events more accessible and easier to find.  In the  

meantime the existing website continues to be available so keep up to speed with what is happening at  

St Margaret’s by visiting us at  www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 

Braemar Tourism Group Although Tourism in 2021 is still at an all-time low, the Braemar 

Tourism Group (BTG) committee have been hard at work on several fronts.  Most of the existing  

committee was re-elected at the AGM with a couple of changes – Sarah Hubbard is now the Chairperson, 

and Maggie MacKay was welcomed as a new committee member.  The committee expressed delight at 

the number of new members that have joined BTG.  Any tourism businesses (including self-catering  

properties) that have not yet been contacted and wish to join, please get in touch 01339741675 or  

Email:  braemartourismgroup@gmail.com  

 You will have seen the Tourist Information Cabin which is in the mews.  It will very shortly be open 

for business and will contain all the usual tourist leaflets such as maps, guides, ‘where to eat’, ‘what’s on’, 

menus etc.  Anyone who wishes to put leaflets or information inside the hub should contact Sarah 

sarahhubbard21@gmail.com  The cabin will be unmanned and will remain open from 9am – 5pm every 

day.  Next steps…installation of Solar Panels on the roof to provide a low level of heating, enough to keep 

the cabin dry.  BTG are extremely grateful for the financial support received from Cairngorm National Park, 

Braemar Community Hydro, and Mar Area Committee for this project. 

 In the past two years BTG has organised an Engagement Meeting in the village hall for local  

organisations to talk about themselves and what they have to offer.  It will probably have to be a different 

venue this year so watch out for an invitation to a Zoom meeting. 

 Finally, if you are walking through the Creag Choinnich woods, please just check on the bird feeder 

and see if it needs filling.  Contact Sarah for the code to fill the feed storage container.      Marilyn Baker 

http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
mailto:-braemartourismgroup@gmail.com
mailto:sarahhubbard21@gmail.com
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Braemar Primary School fundraising for 
an Outdoor Classroom!        Chloe MacIntyre  

 The parent council of Braemar Primary and Nursery are 

fundraising to build an outdoor learning shelter for the  

playground.  Braemar Primary School was already leading the way 

with outdoor learning, but the Covid pandemic has made this even 

more vital.   

 The plan is to build a wooden outdoor covered classroom 

area within the school grounds - a space to allow all sorts of  

outdoor learning throughout the year, a potential outdoor stage for 

creative arts, and a covered space for pupils to use during  

break-times.  The outdoor classroom would be used by all ages including the Nursery children.   Pictured 

above is one module of an outdoor shelter, the intention is to purchase two similar modules and link these 

together to make an ideal outdoor classroom for Braemar school.   

  Fund raising has been going well with more than a quarter of our target already met - a huge thank 

you to all those that have contributed so far.  If you haven’t yet contributed, please, please consider doing 

so, or sharing our justgiving and facebook pages far and wide.  Thank you so much! 

How to donate:   Search for 'outdoor shelter for Braemar school' on justgiving.com or the link is: 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/outdoorshelterforbraemarschool?utm_term=9py8KewN3 

 

We are  @shelterbraemarschool on facebook and you can also get in touch by 

email  braemarptcouncil@gmail.com 

Braemar Golf Club 

Robert Pern, Clubhouse Steward   
www.braemargolfclub.co.uk 
 

The first couple 

of months this 

year saw far 

more Winter 

Sports than Golf 

on the Course 

with plenty of fun 

Skiing, Sledging, 

and making 

Snowmen and ‘Nessie’ Ice Sculptures - while in the 

Clubhouse the only excitement has been a few burst 

pipes and a flooded kitchen!  Like most of the  

businesses in the village, we are very much hoping that 

things will start to return to how they used to be 

throughout this year.  It has been a long and difficult 12 

months for us all since last March, but thankfully we are 

now cautiously looking forward to a busy 2021 Season.  

At time of writing the Golf Course is open for play in 

pairs only, with an Honesty Box in operation until the 

end of March.  We plan to open the Clubhouse in April 

as usual - and will be offering as much hospitality as is 

permitted, but we will just have to wait and see exactly 

what and when that is and will let everyone know via 

Facebook.  Obviously the emphasis must be on the 

Not only a talented graphic designer (see  

page 8) Abigail writes poetry too...  
 

Braemar by Abigail Pern 
 

Beautiful landscapes, hills and trees 

Red deer roam the wood and hills 

Antlers so tall they touch the trees 

Evergreens stand tall and proud staying green 

all year round 

Mountains so high they touch the sky 

Adventure awaits if you climb the hills 

You might even see a red deer 

Red squirrels roam the trees and on the road. 

 

safety of members and guests and we will be 

doing all we can to ensure this while offering 

everyone a pleasant and fun experience while 

visiting the Golf Club.  We are very much  

looking forward to welcoming old and new 

members from the Village and beyond, and  

especially new Junior Members, so please get 

in touch if you would like to encourage the wee 

ones to try out some Golf this year. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/outdoorshelterforbraemarschool?utm_term=9py8KewN3
mailto:braemarptcouncil@gmail.com
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Photo taken by 

Shona Armstrong 

Photo taken by  

Margaret Gill 

Now let’s forget about winter past and think ahead….. 
 

Community Garden  It’s hard to remember 

how colourful the community garden looked last summer 

when it’s been under a blanket of snow for the last couple 

of months; but we are starting to think about spring and 

making the garden even more productive this year.  

We’re planning on a range of salad crops, vegetables and 

flowers.  The beds will need dug over in early spring, 

hopefully we will have the same number of enthusiastic 

volunteers looking for some socially distanced activity as 

we did last year! 

 We are also aiming to have a Community Garden 

information board to let people visiting the village (when 

they can!) know what we are all about.  It is a lovely,  

sheltered space with picnic benches for everyone to  

enjoy.  There will be no membership fee again in 2021, 

just let us know you would like to be involved by signing 

up to the Braemar Community Garden facebook page, or 

contacting Davey  07746598095 or Aimi   

07725001817. Everyone is welcome and no  

experience is necessary.  

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next edition:  May 28th 2021 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

And just a reminder…. 

Coronovirus Services and 

Links  

Aberdeenshire Council have set up a 

website as a focal point for information 

and services for anyone in Grampian affected by  

Coronavirus.  Go to: www.gcah.org.uk 
 

Another useful source of information: 

www.marrareapartnership.org.uk 

Ads cost £20 per eighth page 

Contact 

Richard Baker  

 41225 


