
Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 58 -  Sept  2020

1 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Inside this issue…   

Page 2  Editorial; Community      

Update  Page 3  Braemar Castle;   

St Margaret’s  Page 4  Councillor’s 

Corner; Kindrochit Castle  Page 5  

Ads  Page 6   Parking Consultation; 

Braemar Care  Page 7  Braemar 

Pantry; Braemar Community    

Housing  Page 8  Mar Lodge Estate 

News  Page 9  Wartime Braemar; 

Virtual Games  Page 10   Golf; 

Flash Fiction; Deeside Knitwits  

Page 11  Junior Buzzard Page 12  

Need to Know 

 We all hope that the sentiment expressed in the new art work currently displayed in the grounds 

of Braemar Castle holds true.  The challenges of Covid are still all too apparent and even if ‘everything 

is going to be alright’ it’s not necessarily going to be the same as in pre-Covid times.  Braemar’s event 

calendar is looking rather sparse at the moment and virtual meetings and virtual events seem to be the 

way forward for the coming months.  Nonetheless, life goes on apace as you can see from this packed 

issue of the Buzzard and Braemar, as we are all very aware, is busier than ever with visitors .            

Increased visitor numbers brings problems - particularly on the parking front.  Aberdeenshire Council is 

asking for input on options for tackling local parking challenges.  Everyone is invited to respond - 

please read more on page 6 and give the Council your views. 

Photo left:   

To commemorate the    

anniversary of victory in       

Europe, May 8th 1945, a 

beech tree was planted in 

the Games Park.           

Appropriate as two beech 

trees had been planted at 

the end of WW2 - one by 

Mrs Alastair Lamont, Zans 

mother  - one by Mme 

Reulieux from Belgium 

who was part of the  

Belgian school in Braemar.  

Both trees have survived 

and hopefully this one 

planted by Fern Jolly will 

do just as well.   
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Colin Hunter  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Richard 013397 41225  

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, and the newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard 

is funded by advertising and donations - donation 

tins are at all these outlets for any very welcome 

contribution towards costs.  

 

 The Braemar News Group (BNG) would like to 

say a very big ‘thank you’ to Dorothy Ramsay who 

recently retired as treasurer.  Dorothy was one of the 

founding members of the BNG and has been  

involved with the Buzzard from the start (that’s  

nearly 14 years!) and as well as keeping an  

immaculate set of accounts has been active in all 

sorts of other ways from overseeing general Buzzard 

deliveries, looking after one of the delivery rounds, 

regularly posting copies to subscribers around the 

world, checking donation tins and paying in funds in 

addition to contributing copy and ideas to the team.  

Her input will be sorely missed but having recently 

passed the magic milestone birthday (80 years - 

shh!) can be seen to have done more than ‘her bit’.  

 We are very pleased that Colin Hunter has 

stepped forward to take over the accounts.  In  

another change of roles, Richard Baker is taking 

over from Maggie McKay to look after the advertising 

- this is a role that Maggie has capably undertaken 

for a number of years and we would like to thank her 

too for all her time and energy.  

 The AGM of the Braemar News Group was put 

on hold due to Covid 19.  It is to be rescheduled  

before the end of the year via ’Zoom’ - watch for 

date on the Buzzard facebook page.  Would you like 

to get involved with producing the Buzzard? - then 

please do get in touch with the Editor. 

Community Update: 

Stamps  Carole Paterson is  collecting used 

stamps for Parkinson’s UK.  There is a carrier bag 

on the gate of St Andrew’s Church if you wish to 

donate any.  Grateful  thanks in advance 

CLAN Cancer Support shop Ballater 

Re-opened on the 25th August.  New hours  

Tuesday-Saturday 10am - 4pm.  Due to health and 

safety measures they can only accept donations 

from 10am to 3pm on Saturdays. 

 

The Community Hydro scheme has been 

performing well and the latest round of community 

funding has recently concluded.  After payment of 

costs including member returns, the Community 

Fund was granted £10,000 by the Members at the 

last AGM. The Community Funding Panel has 

made 10 awards contributing toward the following 

projects: 

• Primary School; musical instruments 
• Tourism Group; visitor hub 
• Castleton Hall; repair leak 
• Village Hall; update deed of trust 
• Braemar Bairns; playgroup equipment 
• Community Housing (BCL); surveys 
• Mens Shed; tools 
• Singing and Signing for Pre-School; venue 

costs 
• Buzzard News Group; community matters  

leaflet printing cost 
• Blooming Braemar and BCC; village planters 

  

 The 2020 AGM will be held by video  

conference on 22nd September.  All hydro  

members are encouraged to attend. Scheme  

performance in the last financial year was excellent 

with 460,000 kWh of generation and sales, almost 

50% above forecast due to a particularly wet year.  

This is enough electricity to power over 100 homes 

based on average Scottish household usage!        
David Sherrard 

 

Grampian Housing  are working with the   

local authority to implement a Local Letting        

Initiative for the Old School development in        

Ballater.  This will allow priority to be given to     

applicants with a local connection.  If you are     

interested in registering,  go to www.homehunt.info 

To find out what’s happening in Braemar on a 

day to day basis check out the Braemar    

Community Calendar link:   

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?

cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haW

wuY29  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
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News from Braemar Castle  Doreen Wood 

 

The Castle grounds were officially re-opened to the public on 15
th
 

July.  On Saturday 8th August, the Castle hosted a very special ‘socially 

distanced’ event in the grounds for a small group to mark the re-opening 

of the Fife.  A specially created new neon, 'Work No. 3435: EVERY-

THING IS GOING TO BE ALRIGHT' by the Turner Prize-winning artist 

Martin Creed was officially unveiled by the artist and will remain in place 

for the rest of the summer.  Already it is attracting a steady stream of visitors and we are delighted that the 

Castle has been chosen as the backdrop.  Martin Creed’s installations have previously graced some very 

illustrious building including the National Gallery of Scotland. 

 Since lockdown eased, the grounds have been busy but despite the hope that we might be able to 

open the Castle for small pre-booked groups, it was decided that the structure of the building made social 

distancing difficult to achieve so the decision has been taken not to re-open for now but pre-booked (paid!) 

guided tours of the grounds are available for visitors.  To steer visitors around the grounds, and highlight 

good photo opportunities, we have created 3 short pathways to lead people to the best views and to help 

them explore the site.  The first pathway, we’ve called the Colonel Anne pathway and leads visitors round 

the edge of the old flower garden giving view towards the Cairngorms.  The Earl of Mar path takes visitors 

to the fog-house with the views across the river to Invercauld House and to the monument to 12th Laird 

and the Black Colonel pathway takes visitors towards the place when in 1689 John Farquharson of       

Inverey fired a burning ember setting the Castle roof on fire.  

 Our funding application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund has now been submitted and provided 

it is successful it will bring our funding total so far to £1.25M.  It has been an enormous amount of work for 

many people who have given countless hours of volunteer and staff effort to pull it together.  Now, the task 

is to focus on raising the remaining £350k to reach our £1.6M target by next summer despite the current 

challenges of Covid.  It is a huge ask for the Castle team and we welcome input and suggestions from 

everyone in the village (and beyond!) to help us get there.  The Castle operates with one purpose – to be 

useful to the community.  We are optimistic and positive that we will make it in time and our Community 

Fundraising Manager, Catriona Skene, has an impressive  programme of events planned to help us get 

there, ranging from re-enactments to stargazing and including our Guinness Book of Records attempt for 

the most people doing the Military 2-step re-scheduled for the weekend of 24th and 25th July next year.  

Put it in your diary now and please tell your friends!  

St Margaret’s Trust Braemar  Brian Wood 

 After months of lockdown and inactivity St Margaret’s has not been 

looking its best.  However, after a bit of hard work from our ever-willing  

volunteers, things have improved enormously and we are now in a position 

where we are preparing to re-open to the public.  We are unlikely to be  

hosting any major events until next year but the building will be open again 

and members of the public will be able to come in to view the Braemar Local 

History Group’s exhibition on Braemar and enjoy the tranquil atmosphere of the old church.  Government 

guidance on social distancing will be observed at all times and a one-way system will operate. 

 Despite the building being closed it has been possible to have some repairs done to the walls and 

roof and I’m pleased to say that, even with the heavy rain we’ve experienced recently, there are no signs 

of water coming in through the roof.  Trustee Colin Hunter has been working with architect Tom Gibson to 

prepare plans to improve facilities within the building and make it more comfortable for performers and 

audiences.  These include increasing storage accommodation so that we can empty the Lightfoot Aisle 

and open it up to the public too. 

 We succeeded in holding the Trust’s belated Annual General Meeting using Zoom and Treasurer 

Dave Chandler presented his usual comprehensive set of accounts for the past year.  The accounts very 

clearly demonstrate the need for new sponsors to help us get our annual programme of high quality 

events up and running again.  If you have any thoughts on anyone who might be interested in helping us 

out please let us know. 

 In the meantime you can keep up to date with what is going on and our plans for the future by  

visiting our website at www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk 

 

http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 

 As the summer draws to a close it has been 

great to see so many people in the village.  Whilst 

there have been a few incidents of vandalism,  

irresponsible fires and littering, on the whole I think 

the vast majority of visitors have been very  

welcome.  Why a few think its ok to cut down trees 

and leave all sorts of rubbish behind I just don’t 

know but it’s been a similar problem across  

Scotland – would these same people chop down a 

hotel wardrobe and leave their mess all over the 

floor….?  The Cairngorms National Park Authority  

(CNPA) is the Access Authority and with the help of 

land managers, rangers and police has been  

gathering Information at problem sites over the 

course of the year to build an accurate picture of the 

scale of the problem.   

 The CNPA proposed Local Development Plan 

was submitted to Scottish Ministers on September 

20th 2019 and recommended changes were  

received by the CNPA on August 24th 2020.  Both 

documents can be viewed on 

www.cairngorms.co.uk  Of particular note, Braemar 

H5 - the land north of the Invercauld Arms - has not 

been recommended for inclusion in the Local  

Development Plan. 

 David Sherrard (Braemar Community Council) 

and I were part of the team involved in ranking the 

tenders to appoint architects for the next stage of 

the community housing project behind Kindrochit 

Court - and hopefully we will soon be in a position to 

consult more widely with the community on potential 

design.   There has been huge interest in these 

houses and I again stress, in order to be considered 

for one, you  must be on the Aberdeenshire Council 

housing list https://www.apply4homes.org.uk 

 There have been numerous problems with the 

length of time people have had to wait at the traffic 

lights on the Invercauld Bridge.  If you do get stuck, 

the number of the contractors is on the back of the 

signs and that is probably the quickest way to get 

action.  I am hoping that it won’t be too long before 

the permanent lights are installed but Coronovirus 

has delayed a lot of non-urgent work and there is 

now a catch-up underway. 

 The planning application for the new bridge at  

Gairnshiel met a few hiccups but is now back on 

track and will be determined before the end of the 

year and hopefully work will start in 2021. 

 Ending on a very positive note, the Cambus 

O’May bridge repairs are well underway.  Painting 

is commencing on the areas of the repairs, before 

the deck is stripped off in readiness for the new 

deck boards to be fitted.  Hopefully it wont be long 

before the bridge is again fully functional. 

 

Kindrochit 

Castle  

Pete Mulvey 

 

 

 On completion of the works to open the  

Castle to visitors, Aberdeenshire Council wished to 

manage the site thereafter with the help of the 

Braemar Community - formally represented by 

BCL.  An Agreement Document was offered by the 

Council which proposed that they retain ownership 

of the ground and the stonework upon it and that 

they would accept responsibility for any future  

repairs to the fabric of the Castle which became 

necessary. They would also finance the  

replacement of fixed interpretation material, flags 

and donations box etc. 

 Under the document, which was accepted in 

2015, BCL would oversee the day-to-day operation 

of the grounds, would be responsible for collecting 

donations and use the money to provide leaflets, 

refuse collecting equipment etc. and for ensuring 

that the site was maintained and presented to  

visitors in good order.  An annual allowance was 

also proposed in the Agreement to finance grass 

cutting operations.  This original Agreement has 

now expired and a new version, with similar terms, 

is in the process of being negotiated and will run 

for the next three years. 

 Kindrochit has already proved to be a  

valuable asset to the Village with many visitors 

walking around every day, picking up around 

15,000 leaflets so far and donating around £1500. 

The site has also proved to be a valuable extra  

resource to Braemar School with the children  

enthusiastically involved in all aspects of its 

maintenance.  While the site formally belongs to 

Aberdeenshire Council it is available for use by all 

Braemar residents and organisations - subject to 

approval of any proposals by BCL and ultimately 

the Council themselves. 



Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 58 -  Sept  2020

5 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Serving the Very Best Local Food from 

our Grill & Beers, Gins & Whiskies 

from our Snug Bar. 

7-9 Invercauld Road, Braemar.  

(Old Bistro Building) 

01339 741 234 

 

TheCairnGrill@Hotmail.co.uk 

www.thecairngrill.co.uk 

mailto:TheCairnGrill@Hotmail.co.uk
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Views sought on tackling local 

parking challenges in Braemar 

 

 Aberdeenshire Council is asking for input on 

options for tackling local parking challenges at 

Braemar Mews.  There is a requirement to allow 

coaches to drop off visitors in the village centre and 

a need to create additional controlled car parking 

spaces for visitors within Braemar.   Since 2018  

Aberdeenshire Council has been in discussion with 

the local community to identify the key issues and 

potential solutions.  Due to limited grant funding 

and budget available, options need to be carefully 

weighed up to find the most effective solutions. 

 

 Your views are sought by Monday  

September 21st.  To look at the various  

options proposed for Braemar Mews and Bal-

nellan car park.   Visit ww.investaberdeen.co.uk 

and search on ‘Braemar’ - here you will find  

sketches of ‘existing’ and ’proposed options’.  

Next share your views by clicking on the 

’survey’ - there is the opportunity to give your 

views even if you don’t like any of the proposed 

options.   

  

 Let’s all be proactive in providing some  

feedback because our village centre is increasingly 

becoming a dangerous and unsightly place to  

manoeuvre through - as demonstrated by the photo 

below, fancy trying to turn out onto Mar Road from 

here?!  (And what was that bit in the Highway Code 

about not parking opposite or within 10 metres of a 

junction except in an authorised parking space?...) 

 

Braemar Care has 
been busy during 
the Lockdown! 

Trevor Garlic 

 

 Huge thanks to our carers, volunteers,  
trustees and most of all  our Care Coordinator, 

Susie, for all their support.  They have all done a  

fantastic job during some strange times and helped 

many folk in Braemar. Thanks! 

 In May, Braemar Care completed its second 

year of operations.  During ‘lockdown’ we ramped 

up our volunteering, shopping, prescriptions & bank

-runs for those shielding and other vulnerable  

people.  We also increased our Carer service in the 

village, we now have six carers and a couple more 

in training.  At the AGM in August we noted the 

need to recruit Carers, Trustees and Volunteers... 

so here goes: 
 

Carers:  If you would like to become a Local  

Carer (whether a few hours a day or a few hours a 

week as ‘cover’) we will train you and connect you 

to local folk who need help. This work is paid.  

Please contact Susie 07936362724 

Trustees:   If you are interested in the running 

and managing the Charity? then please contact  

Aimi 07725001817 or Trevor 07392830957 

and learn about what a Trustee does.  Being a  

trustee is really not onerous, simply a few hours a 

month to keep Braemar Care running smoothly. 

Volunteer:  If you want to help in other ways, as 

a volunteer even for a few hours a week, we are 

keen that you get in touch.  There are more than 

100 vulnerable folk in Braemar, some need  

shopping, some need a lift and some would  

appreciate a friendly chat or maybe company on a 

short walk.   

Administrative and performance tracking 

help:   This is paid work.  
 

So if you can spare some time and/or want to earn 

some extra cash - please contact us!  

Response to proposed parking plans from   

Braemar Community Ltd: 

 

• We like the plans to tidy up and add extra spaces 

to Balnellan car park but definitely version one -  

two car parks would be very confusing 

• We do not like the proposal for coach drop off by 

the Mews.  If this whole area was turned over to 

coach drop off then we lose around 20 parking 

spaces - also this area is vital for parking when 

we have large funerals at the church. 

• Braemar Community Council also share these 

reservations 
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Braemar Pop Up Pantry   Carole Paterson 

 The pop up pantry is usually open three to four times a 

week, depending on availability of volunteers.  (If you would 

be willing to volunteer an hour every 4-6 weeks then please 

let me know.)   Currently we are open on a Monday,  

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday and the times are posted on 

the Braemar Community facebook page.  We are still very 

well supported by Cfine in Aberdeen, Braemar petrol station 

and various others who donate - we are grateful to all. 

 The wee shoppie is pretty busy on its opening times and 

we happily welcome new members.  It costs £3 per year to 

join and monetary donations are always welcome.   

Membership renewal is due in November/ December.  We 

usually have a fair range of tinned foods, cereal, pasta, flour, 

rice i.e. the staples.  We also take orders for fruit/veg at cost 

and are in the process of getting new supplier. 

 During lockdown we have been working with Braemar 

Charitable Trust and Braemar Care in providing fruit/veg and  

any ingredients we have for the lunches delivered weekly to 

those of us older folks in the community who wish to have. 

Lunches are cooked in the Pavilion kitchen and were delivered during lockdown by Braemar Care - now 

delivered by Braemar Care and David Geddes.  These lunches will continue while folks wish and this 

week’s potatoes were given by the Community Garden - so a real community effort, thank you.  

 During lockdown volunteers were delivering fruit each week - to families with children under 7yrs, to  

those who were isolating and also fulfilling orders for others to keep the footfall down.  This has now 

stopped as children are back at school but we still supply to nursery and a few older folks who do not have 

easy access and our fruit/veg is made affordable.  We have to thank Aberdeenshire Council’s Covid grant 

for giving us a huge monetary boost to be able to donate this fruit during lock down and beyond and of 

course Cfine for other ingredients and a huge thank you to Braemar Royal Highland Society for the use of 

the Society Office without which we would not so comfortably exist. 

 The Braemar Pantry is here to stay and we are looking to have the old society office, where the food 

is housed at the moment, turned into an alcohol free community space including a kitchen and library.  

The food part would be expanded by doing some cooking there and having classes, when of course Covid 

regulations permit.  In the photo above I am holding a Community Spirit Award from Aberdeen Voluntary 

Action - although the award is in my name, I would like to say it is for all of the volunteers who did any of 

the above in connection with shoppie, deliveries, lunches and to the lovely lady who went from Banchory 

to Aberdeen picked up our fruit/veg and brought it here.  It was wonderful to be nominated.  

Braemar Community Housing Scheme  Simon Blackett 

 The Community housing project to build 14 low cost homes behind Kindrochit Court is steaming 

ahead, despite the Coronavirus restrictions.  We have secured a £120,000 loan to cover the majority of 

the costs that will be incurred leading up to start of building on site.  This will be repaid from rents from the 

houses once they are let.  The Rural Housing Fund have told us that they support our application ‘in  

principle’, subject to seeing the results of our tender exercise to choose the builders and identify the actual 

costs of building the houses.  The balance of the building work cost will come from a loan/mortgage from 

an ‘Ethical Lender’ and again repaid from rents.  We are aiming to appoint a solicitor shortly to conclude 

the legal transfer of land from Mar Estate.  We will also shortly be appointing the design team (architects, 

designers and quantity surveyors) which means we can start the detailed house and site design and  

submit the planning application.  Due to Coronovirus restrictions, we have been unable to organise any 

drop in sessions, but we are looking at ways this might be possible over the coming months as restrictions 

ease.  We very much want to hear from anyone in the village who is interested in possibly renting a house, 

commenting on the design or anything else connected with the site and the project.  Please contact Sam 

Foster our project coordinator  07421 369263 or email sam@ruralhousingscotland.org 

mailto:sam@ruralhousingscotland.org
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Mar Lodge Estate Update   
David Frew, Operations Manager 
  

 This summer has obviously been different in many 

ways, and the pandemic brought particular challenges for the 

National Trust for Scotland. Despite the size and relative  

financial strength of the organisation, the total loss of virtually all visitor income, coupled with a significant 

drop in investment income, forced the Trust to take emergency measures in order to ensure the future  

viability of Scotland’s largest charity.  As such, 429 staff across the organisation were placed ‘at risk’ of 

redundancy, 13 of these staff were based at Mar Lodge (out of a total permanent workforce of 19.) 

 A two month consultation period followed, during which time lockdown eased, allowing us to re-open 

the Lodge for holiday guests, and countryside staff were able to get back to important conservation work 

out on the estate.  It also became clear that we would be able to run a commercial stalking and shooting 

programme; something that was far from certain at the beginning of the outbreak.  As everyone is no 

doubt aware, visitors have flocked back to the area, which has presented another set of challenges, with 

car parks overflowing and a small minority of visitors causing problems with litter, fires and other  

unmentionables!  Good collaboration between the National Park and landowners has allowed us to  

mitigate some of these issues to some extent but the sheer number of visitors to the outdoors has been a 

challenge to deal with. 

 We have therefore been fortunate in managing to keep redundancies at Mar Lodge to a minimum. 

Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to a couple of staff who have been with us for many years, and that is 

clearly a huge regret.  I would like to thank all the team for their patience, professionalism and support 

through what has been a very difficult and challenging time. 

 With the majority of the team now back at work and their roles confirmed, we can be optimistic about 

the future.  Holiday bookings in the Lodge are looking incredibly strong for the rest of 2020 and well into 

next year.  With weddings and other events rescheduling, our calendar for 2021 is almost full to bursting. 

The stalking team also have a full programme with guests, and we are once again able to turn our  

attention to some of the bigger projects on the estate and think about the future. 

 I hope that many of you have managed to get out onto the estate over the summer.  During the lock-

down period it was a joy to be able to walk and cycle in such a beautiful place. Despite the challenges this 

summer has brought, we are all incredibly lucky to live and work where we do. 

 

Wild life on the Estate  Shaila Rao, Ecologist 

 
 The lovely spring weather during lockdown this year resulted in an amazing show of wild flowers  

culminating in the purple heather slopes we can see just now.  In September our twinflower conservation 

work will continue and we will be working with Invercauld and Balmoral Estates to collect twinflower  

samples from a couple of their patches to add to the new populations we have started to establish on Mar 

Lodge Estate.  Our re-introduced alpine blue sow thistle plants are 

still battling the black slugs and voles but they are slowly gaining  

momentum and this year we had five flowering plants.  A single  

flowering spike of Greater butterfly orchid popped up in Glen Lui 

which was a first record for the estate, the closest other site being 

down near Ballater.  We are not sure if the seed blew in, was brought 

on someone’s shoe or perhaps the plant has been there a while but 

just not flowered.  

 It was a busy bird breeding season but our survey work was 

somewhat curtailed by the lockdown.  We once again had hen  

harriers breeding successfully on the estate and this year it was  

lovely to welcome back a female harrier that had bred successfully 

with us in 2018.  She again nested successfully this year and just  

recently left the estate to head to her wintering grounds. This year we 

also had a first record for breeding bird species on the estate with nesting pied flycatcher recorded for the 

first time in Glen Quoich.  

 We have been out monitoring the regeneration on the estate which is now developing apace.  It is 

great to see the broadleaved species such as birch, alder, rowan and willow coming through to  

One of the re-introduced Alpine Blue 

Sow Thistle plants in bloom.          

Photo:  Shona Armstrong 
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complement the pine.  Next year we will be taking our five yearly fixed-point photos of the estate which 

will provide a great visual record of how the forest is developing. 

 Finally, with the help of two local volunteers (Liz Robertson and Raymond Falconer) we endured 

horrendous midgies in the early mornings to carry out a  

conservation project to help protect the very rare narrow  

headed wood ant on the estate.  We successfully captured 

winged sexual male and queen ants, let them mate in captivity 

and then released the mated queens into new areas to  

hopefully establish new nests in suitable habitat.  Next year we 

will be able to look for new nests and establish whether the 

work has been successful.  

 Many of you will now be aware of the gin we launched in 

March – Pinewood gin.  This gin is made using botanicals  

collected by Mar Lodge Estate staff from the pinewoods on the 

estate and proceeds from the gin will go back into funding the 

conservation of these woodlands.  We have joined forces with 

Glenshee distillers who helped us to develop the gin and are distilling it for us.  Pinewood gin has been 

selling well and we are pleased to say it is now available to try in many of the Braemar restaurants and 

pubs and bottles can be bought from McLean of Braemar.  We hope you are tempted to try it and enjoy it. 

Ant mating chamber—Mar Lodge 

Wartime Braemar Maureen Kelly 
 

 Local historians have put the lockdown to good 

use.  A new booklet, ‘Wartime Braemar’, will be  

published by Braemar Local History Group in time for 

this year’s Remembrance Day marking the 75th  

anniversary of the end of World War II.  A great deal of 

new information has been put together by Fiona Hunter 

and Maureen and Tom Kelly with lots of details from 

many contributors - near and far.  

 The booklet tells the stories of the 31 soldiers, 

sailors and airmen remembered on the Braemar War 

Memorial.  Each of the 31 men has now been traced 

and the part they played is told against the background 

of events in the wars.  The booklet also tells of some of 

the many activities in and around the village during the two world wars.  

 For a landlocked village far from the main hostilities, Braemar had a surprisingly wide range of war 

related activity - particularly in World War II with groups such as the Canadian lumberjacks, and  

Commandos training for mountain warfare, in the area.  There are some great stories of goings on in and 

near the village – such as Indian soldiers with their team of mules (see photo above). 

 Anyone wishing to know more about the project should contact Maureen Kelly 

maureen@tandemkelly.co.uk  There will be a limited print run and the cost of the booklet will be no more 

than £4.50.  Copies can be ordered in advance from Doug Anderson, chairman of the Braemar Local  

History Group avondee@ymail.com  07585 122730. 

Wild life on Mar Estate  (cont.) 

Virtual Games…  Aberdeenshire Council have brought the Braemar Gathering, the 

Grampian Games Association and Scottish Highland Games Association together to produce 

a virtual gathering, filmed in Braemar with representation from the other kindred Gatherings  - 

Aboyne, Ballater and Lonnach.  The results will be seen on social media from Sat 12th  

September.  Thank you to all those who have participated in difficult circumstances.  

 Sadly June Richards, for many years ‘mine host’ at the Inver, has passed away.  June 

was custodian of the Inver Lifting Stone and kept a record of the many lifters from home and 

overseas.  Her son, Gordon, has asked that the Highland Society take charge of the stone 

and we are delighted to do so.   David Geddes 

mailto:maureen@tandemkelly.co.uk
mailto:avondee@ymail.com
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Golf Robert Pern, Clubhouse 
Steward 
 

 Golf has proven to be an  

excellent cure for the Covid  

Lockdown Blues.  Members were 

allowed back onto the course in May, with the 

Clubhouse re-opening for the first time since the 

end of October, on the 15th July.  Since the lock-

down restrictions were lifted allowing our David our 

Greenkeeper back to work, he was out night and 

day getting the course ready, and thanks to his 

hard grafting the course was soon back to its usual 

excellent condition.  Thanks also to all the  

volunteers - Austin, Ollie & Ronnie -  for their help 

with the strimming!  Due to a winter injury while 

working up on the ski slopes Barry was a bit late to 

the party, but is now back on the team keeping our 

greens in top condition.  

 Since opening on July 15th we have had a 

steady stream of players and guests both young 

and old visiting the Course and Clubhouse.  We 

have had to limit the size of outings visiting the 

Golf Club but this has not stopped their enjoyment 

of a day on the Course.  

 We very much hope that when allowed we 

can welcome back everyone to enjoy the evening 

social events and to the various classes which run 

in the Clubhouse.  I’m sure we all can’t wait to see 

an end to Covid and hope that we all get back to 

normal soon.  

Deeside Knitwits  Rosy Wood  

  

 The Knitwits have been knitting away 

during lockdown and connecting via 

zoom.   Our globe will hopefully be on  

display at Haddo House in early October in 

Experimental Use of Space.   Our flat earth 

blanket is now complete and has been  

given to CLAN who plan to raffle it to raise 

funds.    

 Knitting and planning our Cairngorms 

Jurassic Park dinosaur trail continues.  We 

really hope our dinosaurs, including a giant 

pterodactyl, can be out and about in the  

village during the October break. We have 

some fantastic knitted dinosaurs which we 

hope to sell after the trail.  See our  Facebook page for updates @deesideknitwits. 

Flash Fiction Marilyn Baker 

 During lockdown I attended several online 

writing workshops.  One such workshop was in 

something called Flash Fiction.  It was a new  

concept to me but I found it fun and interesting.  We 

were give 6 words and we had to tell a short story 

in as few words as possible and preferably less 

than 100.  It had to have a beginning, middle and 

ending, make sense, and contain all the given 

words. This was my ’80 word’ effort using party, 

beach, treasure, plastic, cave, and graffiti: 
 

 Whose idea was it to bring the dog to the beach 

party?  The animal was a total pest, relentlessly running 

off with the plastic plates and cups. We were all relieved 

when he decided to go off and sleep in the cave for a 

while.  It wasn’t until we went to fetch him to bring him 

home that we saw the graffiti – a treasure map sketched 

on the wall of the cave.  What a good idea to bring the 

dog! 
 

Now how, would you like to have a go? Here are 6 

random words for you to use in writing a piece of 

Flash Fiction.  

 

 Receipt - Magic - Friend - Velvet - Card - Kettle 

 

Let’s allow ourselves 100 words.  Send your story 

to the Buzzard, and the best will be printed in the 

next issue. 

And just a timely reminder about ticks…  if you are out and about walking (or even just out in the 

garden), there seems to have been an explosion in tick numbers this year.  You can find advice on the  

current guidelines concerning ticks at www.nice.org.uk   If you do pick up a tick, prompt , correct tick  

removal is important.  Watch out for a red rash that becomes visible at the site of a tick bite and which lasts 

for several weeks. 
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What’s it like being back at 

school? Braemar Primary Pupils 

The Primary children have been back for a 

few weeks now and have sent us a few of 

their initial impressions.  

 I was feeling nervous when I went back to 

school.  I find it strange that we must wash 

our hands about 15,000 times a day.  I 

find it strange to be back in a classroom 

full of children.  I was also feeling happy to 

be back with all my friends.  Robin 

 The classroom looks different.  The tables 

are spaced out and we’re not meant to 

touch each other.  And we must stay 2 

metres from the teachers.  Once, a pupil 

forgot about social distancing and nearly 

sat on the teacher’s knee.        Olivia P7 

 Hello!  It’s fun getting to see our friends 

again at school.  We’re not back to normal 

yet and we know that from how much 

soap we are using.  We keep the windows 

open all the time even if it is freezing.  I’m 

freezing while writing this.                    

Maddelena P6 

 We need to have a lot of clothes on      

because we need to have all the windows 

open so we can have ventilation.  I feel 

very happy that we can go back to school.  

The teachers need to stay 2 metres away 

from children, need to hand sanitise, have 

lunch in class, get lunch delivered and do 

more hand washing.  Maya P5 

 Going back to school is a little bit different 

from before.  We have to wash our hands 

more often, the tables are spaced out, we 

have to social distance with the adults. We 

do a lot more learning outdoors.  Before 

we come in in the morning, and before we 

go home, we have to put hand sanitiser on 

our hands and if we have cuts it really 

hurts!  I enjoy having lunch in the class-

room because we get to play music.     

Eilidh P4 

The best medicine is laughter…. 

Whose idea was it to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ while 

washing hands?  Now every time I go to the bathroom, 

my kids expect me to walk out with a cake… 

Ran out of toilet paper and started using lettuce 

leaves.  Today was just the tip of the iceberg,         

tomorrow romaines to be seen… 

My Mum put up a world map and then gave me a dart 

and said “Throw this at the map and wherever it lands, 

that’s where we’re going on holiday when this        

pandemic ends.”  Turns out we’re spending two weeks 

behind the fridge… 

What should you do if you don’t understand a         

coronavirus joke?  Be patient… 

I ran out of toilet paper and had to start using old 

newspapers.  Times are rough... 

The Community Garden has been looking 
good this summer thanks to the hard work of 
all the gardeners. The flower bed has  
received lots of lovely comments and has 
attracted pollinators and visitors into the  
garden; we've been pleased to see people 
having a picnic and enjoying the space -  
everyone is welcome!         Aimi Blueman 
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Church       

services/

opening times 

St Andrew’s RC 

church: 

As with all other Churches, St 

Andrew’s has been closed 

during lockdown.  Since the 

ease of restrictions the Church 

is now open for one hour on 

three days per week for     

personal prayer: 

 

Mondays 2-3pm 

Wednesdays 1-2pm 

Fridays 6.30-7.30pm 

 

Holy Mass every 2 weeks on 

Saturday at 6pm.  If you wish 

to attend Mass you must book 

EACH time as seating is     

limited  -013397 41509 or 

07708001798.   

 

Face masks must be worn 

throughout and hand sanitizer 

and safe distancing is in     

operation.  A warm welcome 

is extended. 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next edition:  November 23rd 2020 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page.   

Village Bin  

Collections 

Tuesdays 
 

Wheelie Bin (3 weekly) 

 

Sept 22nd  

Oct 13th 

Nov 3rd, 24th 

Dec 15th 

 

Recycling 

Sept 15th,29th 

Oct 6th, 20th, 27th 

Nov 10th,17th 

Dec 1st,8th 

 

Note:  Food 

waste    

caddy is 

emptied 

every week 

Household Recycling Centres 
  

 Our nearest - which is Banchory Crow’s 

Nest, Upper Lochton Road AB31 4EQ -  is open 

but by appointment only.  For booking, visit  

Aberdeenshire Council’s waste and recycling  

services online at www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk   

 Green garden waste can also be recycled at 

Ballater Roads Depot, South Deeside Road on a Saturday morning 

from 8am - 12pm.   This seasonal recycling point will operate until  

October 31st. 

Can I get tested for Covid-19? 

  

 You can only get tested (for free!) if you are showing signs of 

coronavirus (or if not yourself,  someone you care for or a child in your 

care).  The test is only reliable if you have the symptoms and you 

should get tested within the first 3 days.  There is a testing site at  

Aberdeen airport (by appointment only) or you can request a test 

through the post.  There is a guide online at www.nhsinformscot to find 

out how to get tested or if you can’t access this online, you can phone 

the coronavirus helpline 0800 028 2816 

 If you are not showing signs of the symptoms then you can buy a 

coronavirus test kit from various places (e.g. Lloyds Pharmacy, online 

doctor) but its not cheap—a test costs in the order of £100 - £150. 

 If you aren’t already signed up to the COVID Symptom Study 

(developed in collaboration between Kings College, Guy’s & St Thomas’ 

hospital) you may like to consider this:  covid.joinzoe.com   Self report 

how you feel daily and help stop the spread of Covid. 

Need to know 

What are the current Covid guidelines? 

 Confusing isn’t it? - the guidelines keep changing and that’s just 

within Scotland!  We are officially in Phase 3 of the route map for    

coming out of lockdown as detailed at www.gov.scot  and the next    

review is due on September 10th.   A ‘snapshot’ as of late August: 

• Meeting people indoors - up to 3 households and max of 8 people 

in total, 2m social distancing 

• Meeting outdoors - up to 5 households and a max of 15 people, 

2m social distancing 

• Car sharing - with some exceptions, travel only with people of 

your own or extended household 

• As of 24 August, outdoor live events that are seated or which take 

place in open spaces can commence, physical distancing to be 

practised and a maximum audience of 200 people.  


