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Braemar Creative Arts Festival  
 The 4th annual Creative Arts Festival was the busiest and most popular to date. 
There were 21 tutors delivering 50 classes to more than 250 people over the 5 day 
period. Add to that the attendance at the evening events, the visitors who came to see 
the spectacular floral bridge, the families who did the mushroom trail and the many people 
who flocked to the 
Braemarket in the 
village hall on the 
last day and you 
will see that the 
Festival had 
something to offer 
almost everyone. 
 The 
committee was 
delighted to see 
the amusing and 
creative Cam 
Ruadhs which 
attended the 
event. The Cam 
Ruadhs were 
judged by Marie 
Therese Allison 
(the wife of Finlay, 
our Ukulele tutor) and there were 3 winners. In 
the under 10 section MacGinger, made by 
Braemar cubs Jack, Morgan, Amy, Jamie, 
Ranolph and Logan, all members of the Green 
Grouse group, won, while the prize for the 10 – 
18 age group went to the Braemar Youth Group, 
and the adult winners were the Deeside Knitwits 
who had very creatively recycled their patchwork 
squares into a stunning Cam Ruadh. 
 Twenty one entries for the Braemar Bake-
off meant a challenging task for judges, Mike Watt 
and Isla Robertson. They diligently tasted all 21 
cakes, and were in no doubt that the winning 
Victoria Sponge was one made by 13 year old 
Ewen McGillivray from Turriff. Runners up were 
Karen Biles and Sue Sherrard. 
 We are always looking for new ideas for 
events and classes so please let us know if 
there’s anything you would like to add to the 
Festival in 2016 by emailing 
braemarartsfestival@gmail.com  
 Turn to pages 6 & 7 for more pictures and 
the award winning Victoria Sponge recipe. 

INSIDE 
 

Please pick 
up a copy 

but  do leave 
a donation in 

the box 

mailto:braemarartsfestival@gmail.com
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ramsay  
Secretary:  Margaret Palmer  013397 41590 
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 

Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB35 5YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacAlpine  
 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  
  Past and current editions of the Buzzard 
together with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated  
between issues) can be viewed online on our web-
site: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    Copies are  
delivered free of charge within the locality of  
Braemar.  Extra copies of the Buzzard can be  
obtained from the garage, the art gallery and at the 
newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard is funded by  
advertising and donation - donation tins are at all 
these outlets for any very welcome contribution  
towards costs.    

Community Update: 

Braemar Local History Group: The group’s 
October meeting about the WW2 and Cold War 
input that the Royal Observer Corp within Braemar 
had was well received.  The visiting members from 
the ROC visited the Observer Post on the side of 
Morrone and the underground bunker located close 
to the duck pond.  
 The History Walks have now been 
discontinued for the winter but will resume again in 
Spring. Anyone with an interest in local history and 
who would like to be a Walk Leader next year 
please contact Doug Anderson. 
 The next meeting will be a talk about the 
Braemar Mountain Rescue 50 years on by Malcolm 
McIntyre on Sunday 15th November at 7.30pm 
 On January 17th there will be a presentation 
about the music skills of J. Scott Skinner by Paul 
Anderson. 
 

Mar Lodge: Following the success of our mountain 
film night this year we are extending the programme 
next year. On the evenings of 12th and 13th 
February we will be showcasing some hot new 
mountain films at Mar Lodge. Featuring a climbing 
night and a snow night, details of the weekend will 
be announced soon.  Check out our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/MarLodgeEstate  

John Agnew  Seasonal Ecologist 

Crathie Opportunity Holidays: We 
have had another successful season in 
2015 with many return visitors. The tranquil 
setting, the attentive staff and the many 
disability aids available make it a special 
holiday experience for guests who may not 
otherwise have been able to have a holiday 
with their family. 
 There are still some first edition copies 
our book, “Essays on Life” by Thomas 
Mitchell, Farmer. These would make ideal 
Christmas presents and are available from 
COH; please contact Maggie MacAlpine on 
42100. 
 Our annual Golf Day took place at 
Balmoral in October with 18 teams taking 
part. All participants enjoyed the lovely 
weather, albeit with a bit of frost at the start, 
and the event was very successful. The 
winners were the team from Central 
Investment Services, Aberdeen. Gillian 
Smith from Ballater won the ladies longest 
drive competition. 
 Work is underway with the 
construction of a new office building and the 
installation of a new wood chip biomass 
heating system. These new additions will 
give our staff a more pleasant working 
environment and reduce our running costs. 
As always, thank you to all our local friends 
and supporters. 

Braemar SWI News: The SWI have had 
an excellent start to the year with two very 
well attended meetings: in September we 
had a ‘hand pampering’ night courtesy of 
Susie and Barbara, and in October we had 
a crafting evening giving people the 
opportunity for taster sessions of new crafts. 
We are looking forward to ‘You Rang 
Madam?’ a talk about servant life in this 
area by Maureen Kelly on Thursday 
November 19th.   
 New members and guests are always 
welcome at our meetings in the Colonels 
Bed, Invercauld Hotel. 
 But now it is time to plan the big event 
for the Christmas season. As usual the SWI 
will host the annual over 60s Christmas 
Lunch.  
It will be held on Saturday 12th December, in 
Braemar Lodge which proved to be very 
popular last year. Invitations will be sent out 
to all eligible village residents. If you have 
turned 60 this year, or have moved to the 
village in the last year and are over 60 
please add your name to the list by calling 
41225, or email mjdante@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:mjdante@hotmail.co.uk


Braemar Buzzard Informing the Community    Issue 39 - Nov 2015 

3 

Where did that saying come from?! 
(goes Shakespear-ean) 

 

Salad Days Referring to a period when 
someone was at the peak of their abilities, 
with the implication of youth, inexperience 
and innocence.... The phrase comes from 
Shakespeare’s Anthony & Cleopatra 

Eaten out of house and home  
An exaggeration - meant to poke fun at how 
much someone is eating. Comes from 
Shakespeare’s Henry IV part 2 
Pell-mell Meaning with reckless haste 
First recorded useage in Shakespeare’s 
Richard III.  May be associated with Pall 
Mall in London to describe a game played 
with ring and mallet  - which took place in 
this street. 
 

St Margaret’s: Another very successful 
programme of events has been held in St 
Margaret’s this year with concerts by both 
local and international performers on stage.  
 As part of the Aberdeen International 
Youth festival we hosted the Kiryat Ono 
Israeli Youth Concert Band in July and on the 
6th September we had a sell-out performance 
of Scottish Music by the Aberdeen University 
Choir conducted by Professor Paul Mealor. 
 This year we also experimented with 
two entirely new events – a dinner concert for 
the Blythswood ‘Suits on Bikes’ charity on 
12th September and the inaugural hosting of 
the ‘Braemar Sings’ schools choral festival 
produced by Professor Mealor on 18th 
September.  The dinner was compered by 
Robert Lovie and featured Fiona Kennedy 
and Paul Anderson with 7 tables of 10 diners 
set out in the Nave area of the building. The 
schools choral festival saw afternoon 
performances by Aboyne Academy, 
Gordonstoun and Strathallan schools who 
sang two numbers of their own choice then 
joined together to sing a piece which had 
previously been selected for them and was 
conducted by Professor Mealor.  
 Roof repair work, funded by the 
national Listed Places of Worship Roof 
Repair Fund, is now ongoing and, on 
completion, we will then be able to remove 
the temporary steel propping which was 
installed in the Lightfoot aisle some 10 years 
ago and which has since that time restricted 
our use of this area. 

3rd Age Lunch Club: Meets in the Invercauld 
Hotel every 2nd Wednesday.  Two course lunch and 
tea/coffee for £5. Do come along and keep us lively. 
Next meeting 18th November at 12.30pm. For more 
details contact Kathleen   41679. 
 
Community Council: Come along and hear what 
is happening in the village - playpark upgrade, Clunie 
Bridge to be done up next year, new and better 
signage, reports from Aberdeenshire councillors and 
representatives of Cairngorms National Park, 
Braemar Community Ltd and Marr Area Partnership.  
At the next meeting on 21st December we will have a 
talk on Broadband and Lee Haxton from CNPA will 
attend.  There will be a chance to speak to them after 
the meeting when refreshments will be served.   
 
Best Dressed Shop Window Competition:  

Braemar Book Club: Last month we discussed 
Tan Twan Eng’s novel “The Garden of Evening 
Mists”. Set in the highlands of post-war Malaya, the 
troubled protagonist Yun Ling sets out to build a 
memorial to her elder sister, who was killed by the 
Japanese during the brutal Occupation of Malaya.  
On her quest Yun Ling meets Aritomo who was once 
gardener to the Emperor of Japan.  Aritomo tells Yun 
Ling that, “Every aspect of gardening is a deception.”  
One might argue that the same applies to the art of 
fiction with its incomplete points of view and 
deceptive imagery that is conveyed throughout the 
novel.  Yun Ling begins a journey into her past, 
inextricably linked to the secrets of her troubled 
country’s history.  If you’re a fan of historical novels 
with beautiful language and imagery then this is a 
must read.  Next up JRR Tolkien’s “Letters from 
Father Christmas - a book I’m very much looking 
forward to. 

Erin MacAlpine 

The theme was “The 
Braemar Gathering” 
and was won by Alistair 
and Bernie Colquhoun 
of the Sporran Shop. 
The windows were 
judged by a Canadian 
Visitor and this will 
become an annual 
event. 
Alistair & Bernie 
receiving their cup from 
Carole Patterson, Chair 
of Braemar Community 
Council 
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Councillor’s CornerCouncillor’s CornerCouncillor’s Corner   
Katrina Farquhar 
 
013398 80836   
(mobile) 0787 647 5403 
Email:  
cllr.k.farquhar@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 
 Aberdeenshire Council has launched a 
new website www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
It should be much easier for residents to use 
and has some new features. When you open 
the home page at the top it has three boxes 
Pay, Report and Request. By clicking these you 
instantly open a new page, for example with Pay 
it opens a page and shows you what can be 
paid online. This ranges from council tax, school 
meals, liquor licence fee, images and sports 
events.  If you click Report you can let the 
council know in an instant about road or car 
park faults, dog fouling, benefits- changing 
circumstances and even if you find any 
archaeology treasure! By clicking request you 
can join the library, check food hygiene results 
on premises, there is a list to find clubs and 
societies and events in our area. You can also 
send information in about events and clubs. 
Back on the home page you can check which 
day your bins are collected, apply for a council 
house and join Active Aberdeenshire, view 
school terms, any school closures and lots 
more! 
 Green Dog Walkers is a new scheme 
launched by Aberdeenshire Council, a non-
confrontational, friendly way to change attitudes 
about dog fouling in Aberdeenshire. Volunteers 
wear an item of GDW merchandise or their dog 
wear a GDW collar to show they have taken the 
pledge to always  
 

 Clean up after their dog 
 Carry extra dog waste bags 
 Be happy to be approached 

to provide a dog waste bag 
to those without 

 Be a friendly reminder to 
other dog walkers to clean 
up after their dogs 

 

For anyone interested in running a 
Green Dog Walker Scheme 
around Braemar, a free starter 
pack is available by contacting  
greendogwalkers@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or 
telephone the dog warden   01569 768224 

Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  
(mobile) 0787 647 5269 
Email:Cllr.G.Blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 

  
 Unbelievable that yet another year has almost 
ended. One of the most daunting events I attended 
this year was Question Time at the school where 
I was grilled by Primary 5, 6 and 7 pupils on 
subjects such as “How much does it cost to keep 
the streetlights on in Braemar?” (answer: the 
electricity costs around £9,500 and routine 
maintenance is roughly another £1,000), “Do you 
prefer Political Parties or Birthday Parties?”  I think 
my waistline probably holds the answer to that one 
and “What is the most expensive decision you have 
ever made?” - The answer to that one was easy: 
every year Aberdeenshire Councillors have to agree 
how the £500+million budget is spent! I was 
amazed at how the school - and indeed the 
approach to primary education - has changed over 
the years since Charlotte first walked through the 
door as a P1 pupil over 22 years ago. The pupils 
were bright, attentive, interested in my answers (I 
think!) and seemed to be enjoying their school life. 
 I was of course very pleased to see so many 
familiar faces later in the same week when the 
children provided entertainment at the official 
opening of Kindrochit Castle by Provost Hamish 
Vernal and of course thanks to Richard Teal, the 
school has been involved in the project from an 
early stage. Richard will, I am sure, be missed by 
many as he has moved on to a new job but I am 
sure we will find a replacement very soon and I look 
forward to continuing to work with the school team 
to ensure our children get the best possible 
education. 
 Housing continues to be a problem here, but 
rest assured I am working on it! Merry Christmas 
everyone and I hope 2016 is a great new year. 

Did you know….? 
 Previously, Aberdeenshire 
Council was notified of significant 
milestones such as 60th wedding 
anniversaries or 100th birthdays via 
the National Records Office.  
 We would still like to share in these 
milestones with our residents and be part of the 
celebrations so we are asking people to notify us 
directly of any pending events. If you, or any 
friends of relatives, are celebrating a significant 
milestone, then please let us know. 

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:greendogwalkers@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Invercauld Estate - Activity in the Hills 
 A lot goes on in the hills of Invercauld all year 
round and whilst some activities are well known to 
many, there is a lot of other work going on with which 
many are less familiar.  
 The heather burning season is now underway 
and you may have seen some of the tell-tale signs of 
columns of smoke on clearer days. Burning older 
heather makes way for younger shoots to provide 
feeding areas for grouse and increases the diversity of 
the age structure of heather across the moor. It also 
reduces the risk of accidental fires spreading by 
removing the higher volume of woodier stems 
associated with older plants. 
 Another obvious task at this time of year is the 
hind cull. Management of hind numbers is essential to 
ensuring the population of deer remains at an 
appropriate, sustainable balance. The Estate has had significant success in the Caenlochan area 
recently where the hard work of the gamekeepers has stabilised the hind population with a 
consequential effect on rejuvenating the habitat in both Callater and Glenshee. Control of deer is a 
continual process and there are programmes of hind culls planned for each beat over the late autumn 
and winter. 
 One thing less people are aware of is the provision of grit for grouse. Grouse require grit as part 
of their digestive process and some areas have scant natural supplies. As a territorial bird, grit is put out 
in tiny piles across the moor to try to optimise coverage but it is a time-consuming and arduous task. 
Medication is sometimes added to the grit to reduce instances of strongyle worm which can cause 
significant winter fatalities in older birds especially.  
 The Estate is also partaking in a project with the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) to 
seek to increase the pure wildcat population in Scotland and survey work is underway in conjunction 
with the RZSS. We have also been involved with a project with the James Hutton Institute and Game 
and Wildlife Conservation Trust to test various methodologies for counting hare numbers to add 
additional data to the local knowledge of gamekeepers and others. Meanwhile, down at the ski centre, a 
number of areas of eroding peat are being stabilised by profiling and the application of a heather mulch. 
 Turning to the village itself, a big thank you to everyone who came to the open evening displaying 
the plans to convert  the former Strachans shop into a local pub. We had a tremendous turnout with a 
huge amount of support for the proposals. After costing the initial plans, we revised these to come up 
with a solution that would keep all the toilets on the ground floor and are now working through the 
finances of developing this new design. It is important we get it right so please bear with us.  

The slopes of Creag Clunie where a new deer fence 
is being erected to protect young planted and 
naturally regenerating trees from damage by deer, 
hares, rabbits and sheep. 

Braemar Castle What a year! 2015 has been fantastic.  As an experiment we increased opening 
hours by 60% and have had 11,000 visitors. As well as the Jacobite Weekend celebrating Braemar’s 
connection with the ’15 Rising, we tried out 12 other events to attract people to the castle and village, 
from dinners to ghost hunting evenings. The promotion of Braemar through the Castle’s Facebook 
page made a massive leap forward with our coverage of the Lonach March and the 200th Anniversary 
Braemar Gathering.  The videos of Games Day have reached nearly 800,000 people online! Further 
promotion of the village was achieved with 4 television spots about the castle on STV news, Britain’s 
Hidden Villages and a French documentary programme ‘Roots and Wings’. One outcome of Hidden 
Villages was that a former resident of the village to got back in touch and took out a Lifetime Friends 
membership – having seen his old friends and old haunts on the telly.   
At the castle, we want to work with and for other local businesses.  This year we tried a ‘village vouch-
er’ for the first time; anyone staying in local accommodation received a money off coupon.  Since June, 
we’ve had 150 vouchers back, so thank you for promoting the castle.  To give the end of the season a 
little extra boost we took a deal on itison.com, which has attracted a new market to the castle and vil-
lage with day-trippers coming from Dundee and Glasgow.   
It’s been a whirlwind season and without the help of the volunteers it simply wouldn’t have happened.  
So, if you’ve helped at the castle this year, thank you very much.  If you’ve got thoughts about how we 
can build on our success, we’d love to hear from you.  With plans afoot to reroute the driveway and get 
the harling sorted out we need to keep the ideas and funds flowing in. 
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Ewen, 13, was in Braemar to 
visit his Granda, Doug Bruce 
and for the Creative Arts 
Festival. He joined the 
ceramics and pastels classes 
and also entered the Braemar 
Bake-off, as he is a big fan of 
the show, as well as a keen 
baker. He goes to Turriff 
Academy, where he is in S2. 

Eliza and Hannah Gaskin were the winners of 

the Mushroom Trail Competition 

Picking the winner from 21 delicious 

Victoria Sponges. It’s a heck of a job 

- so glad we got to do it!   

Ewen’s Award Winning Recipe for Victoria Sponge: 
 For the cake - 100g Margarine, 100g caster sugar, 100g  
S/R flour, 10ml cornflour, 5ml baking powder, 2 large eggs at 
room temperature, 5ml vanilla paste or essence. 
 For the filling - 150ml double cream, 5ml sieved icing sugar 
or to taste, 20 - 30 ml raspberry jam. 
 Preheat oven to 150C fan assisted. 
 Method: Cut 2 circles of greaseproof to fit 2 x 17cm tins. 
Whisk the margarine and sugar in a large bowl, until soft, and 
pale in colour, using an electric whisk. Sieve the flour, cornflour 
and baking powder onto a plate. Add a little of the flour along 
with one egg to the margarine mixture. Whisk well to mix. 
Repeat with the other egg and more flour, adding in all the flour 
until used up. Whisk in the vanilla paste, until creamy and shiny. 
Divide evenly between the 2 prepared tins. Bake in the centre of 
the oven for 15-20 minutes or until pale golden and well risen. 
 Cool slightly in the tins, then remove to a cooling tray until 
completely cold. The parchment can be removed when the 
cakes are hot, or when cool, if you are careful! 
 For the filling - Whisk the double cream until just holding its 
shape. Sieve in the icing sugar and mix through. Soften the jam, 
then spread over one half of the cake, followed by the double 
cream. (place in small amounts over the jam until covered, then 
gently spread the cream, if required) 

Place the top half of the cake on the filling, and lightly 
dust with icing sugar. 
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Willow Weaving 

Quilting 

Mushroom Trail 

Cam Ruadh Mosaic 

Pom-poms 

Ukulele 
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Barry & Joanne Morris at 
Braemar Service Station  

would like to wish all their customers  
“A very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!” 
Thank you for your custom during 

2015.  
We look forward to helping you in 

2016. 

 

Come in to browse our range of car 
accessories and gifts for all the 

family - including your beloved pets! 

Come in and browse our lovely 
selection of gifts including:  

Scottish Soaps  

Pottery  

Whisky 

Toiletries 

Scarves 

Suppliers of 
walking, climbing 

and 
mountaineering 

equipment 
Specialising in Alpine, Nordic,  

Telemark and Track Skiing 
Café with fabulous riverside 

location 
Open seven days  

Gift Vouchers Available 
 

BRAEMAR MOUNTAIN SPORTS Ltd, Invercauld Road, 
Braemar AB35 5YP 

Tel. +44 (0)13397 41242,  
e-mail: braemar@braemarmountainsports.com 

Christmas Shopping in Braemar 

There’s something for everyone 

No need to go to Town! 

A large selection of crafts from Scottish 
antlers and cow horn, made on the 

premises.   Cutlery, key rings, combs, 
drinking horns and lighting.  

We are happy to discuss your bespoke 
requirements. 

 

A large selection of Scottish gifts. 
Jewellery in silver and pewter. Tartans 

and tweeds. Whiskies and Scottish 
Beers.  The finest Scottish shortbreads, 

preserves and sweets 

McLean of Braemar 
The Highlander and  

The Horn Shop 

Tel: 013397 41629            
mcleanofbraemar@btinternet.com 

Braemar Pharmacy & 
Newsagent 

Tel: 013397 41423 
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Christmas Lights and Carols:  
Come along to The Mews on Sunday 29th November at 
6pm for  The Switching On of the Christmas Lights.  
Braemar Choir will entertain you and there will be a 
special performance by Braemar Primary School 
Children.  Mulled wine, warm juice, mince pies and 
shortbread will be served. 

Panto: Jack 
and the 
Beanstalk 
showing on 
Thursday 17th 
& Friday 18th 
at 7.30pm and 
Saturday 19th 
matinee at 
2.30pm, and 
7.30pm. Boxing 
day performances at 2.30pm 
and 7.30pm.   
 

Christmas Fair 
Come along to the Village Hall  

on Saturday 21st November 

2 - 4pm 
 

Admission by Donation 

Crafts, Stall, Raffles etc. 
 

£10 to book a table 

Please call Susan 

 41220 or John  

 41439 
 

All Proceeds for 

Hall Funds 
 

Santa arrives at 

3pm 

 

Time to get  ready for Christmas! 
Come in and browse the pre-loved 

items - you’re bound to find 
something special 

   Small items of furniture   * 

 Antiques   *   Vintage items   * 

    Curios and collectables   * 
You never know what you’ll 

find……. 
 

The Sweetie Shop stocks all the old 
favourites and also has a  fine 

selection of wooden toys 
Lots of goodies for the stockings too! 
….we’re constantly updating our 

stock 

 Lamont Sporrans Ltd 
For all your  

Highland Wear 
Handmade Sporrans, Kilts and 

Jackets 
 

Come and see our wide range of 
Scottish Gifts 

The world’s leading 
MANUFACTURER OF TARTAN 

TARTANS-TWEEDS-KNITWEAR-KILTS-TRADITIONAL SCOTTISH GIFTS-

LOCHCARRON@BRAEMAR 
The Mews, Braemar 
Tel: 013397 41944 

www.lochcarron.com 

We stock a wide range of 
accessories: Sgians, Kilt Pins, 

Buckles and Belts 
 

Tel: 013397 41404 
E-mail: sales@sporrans.net 

www.sporrans.net 

THE SPECIALITY SHOP Christmas Church 
Services: 
St Andrews:  
24th December - Carol 
Singing at 5pm followed 
by Mass of Christmas at 
5.30pm 
A warm welcome is 
extended to all. 
 
Parish Church: 
24th December - 
Watchnight Service at 
11pm. 
Christmas Day - 10am 
 
1st Sunday in January is 
a joint communion service 
in Crathie at 11.30am. Tel: 0771 545 7601 
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Braemar Golf Club Autumn Update: 
It seems just like yesterday when I 
last wrote an article in the Buzzard 
introducing myself at the beginning of 
what has been whirlwind season. We 
have had many highlights throughout 
the season, too many to list here, but 
my personal highlight has been 
seeing so many new people using 
the clubhouse facilities by taking up 
the social memberships. Our aim is 

to create a place that, even if you’re not interested in golf (It is our hope 
to convince you otherwise), you still want to come and feel part of the 
club. 
 Although the official golf season came to a close on Saturday 31st 
October - this year as long as weather allows the golf course will remain 
open. This will very much depend on the weather and I would urge 
golfers to look out for updates on the Facebook page or give the club a 
call on 41618 or look out for the course closed signs. This set up will 
also be applicable to the clubhouse where we plan to be able to offer 
food and drink at weekends to members and guests. Again please give 
us a call for more information. 
 Despite the winter season fast approaching the work for us 
doesn’t finish at the club. David, our new greenkeeper will be carrying 
out a number of projects on the course to aid drainage and some 
improvement work. I would urge anyone walking across the course over 
the winter months just to be aware of any signs and fences that may not 
have been there in the summer. 
 Finally a big thank you to all our members, our staff and anyone 
else who has supported the club this year, it has made this first season 
a very enjoyable year. We wish you all a very good winter and look 
forward to seeing you all at the club soon. 

Michael Holley 

Fife Arms Hotel Update: 
 
 My name is Federica Bertolini 
and I have recently moved to 
Braemar with my family to take up 
the position of General Manager 
at The Fife Arms, and will be 
assisting Ed Workman, CEO, with 
the refurbishment project. For the 
past 11 years I have been working as 
the manager of the Hotel Tresanton 
at St Mawes in Cornwall. I 

am excited to be joining Iwan, Manuela, and the Highlands Hospitality 
team on this wonderful project! 
 I have already had the pleasure to meet with many of you since 
my arrival and I would like to thank the community for giving us 
the warmest welcome and being so friendly and helpful. You may see 
me around the village with my daughter Alice – I encourage you to 
introduce yourself and to come to me anytime with questions or ideas 
you have about the project. Please also feel free to call   07876 
327603 or email me federica@highlandshospitality.co.uk 
  I look forward to getting to know you all over the coming months. 
 Warmest wishes, 
 Federica 

Did you 
know….? 
In the last 
couple of 

months Braemar has 
twice recorded both the 
highest and 
lowest 
temperatures 
during a 24 
hour period. 
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Braemar Community Hydro  
 
 Construction started at the Hydro site on the 
Corriemulzie Burn in mid September. Initial works 
involved diverting the stream around the site where 
the primary intake will be installed and upgrading 
the track. The road crossing was put in place in mid 
October and all the pipe is now on site. Over the 
next few weeks the intake will be constructed and 
the pipe will be welded and trenched in place. The 
turbine has been ordered and building the turbine 
house will follow other works. 
 
 The project remains on track for start up next 
summer. 
 

 One element of the habitat management is 
tree planting. The Braemar Scouts have already 
made a start on this and they gave us the following 
report: 
 “The 1st Braemar scouts have been busy 
planting trees at Corriemulzie as part of the 
Braemar Community Hydro Scheme. It took two 
weeks and the reason we were planting trees was 
to reinforce the banks to protect them from flooding.  
 The first thing we did was to make two 
squares to put our trees in. Then the squares were 
made properly and fenced off to protect them from 
deer. The next week we came back and planted our 
trees in the squares. Trees we planted included 
rowan, birch and alder. We also put plastic tubes 
around the base of the trees to protect them from rabbits”. 
 
We hope for more community involvement when tree planning resumes in the spring. 

Glenshee Chair Lift Auction was held on 24th Oct. The auctioneer was Matt McNaughton 
from Howe's auction and removals firm in Blairgowrie and the monies raised were divided between 
ourselves, The Scottish Charitable Air Ambulance and Disability Snowsport Scotland (Glenshee). 
We did not know what the chairs would make but to test the market we had put one on Ebay and it 
fetched £550; the auctioneer thought they would make about £200.  Lots of old skiing friends 
arrived on the day making it quite a party atmosphere and we were amazed that all the chairs 
made above £500 - the highest one making £740. One gentleman came all the way from Weston 
Super Mare and bought two, what affection for Glenshee. 
 The two charities have benefited to the tune of £6,000 each. 
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 Lost Communities - Arderg: From the Linn of Dee Road, it seems of little significance. 
Some scattered stones and the outline of a track are all that remain of what was once a thriving 
community.  
 Arderg lies opposite the Quoich and was a stable community in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
There was a collection of farm buildings, rubble houses with thatched roofs, a lime kiln, and in the 
prime position, a chapel. The residents of Arderg in the 1851 census were gardeners, carpenters 
and stocking knitters, with about eight families in total. 
 Arderg translates from Gaelic as raised red 
place, or head of the standing stone. There is no 
standing stone there now, but on the summit of a 
knoll above  the hamlet, there is a circle of small 
stones, and a larger standing stone may have 
stood in the centre. The area was heavily wooded 
and used as a safe haven for Catholic priests 
during penal times. 
 Father Charles Farquharson bound this 
community together in the mid 18th century. The 
last Jesuit at Braemar, he was born in 1713, son 
of the Laird of Auchendryne, younger brother of 
John The Black Colonel. Charles was educated 
at Scots College in Madrid, and became a 
Jesuit priest in Bavaria. He returned to Braemar 
during the turbulent year of 1745, serving as a chaplain in the Jacobite army. Inevitably he was 
captured and sent to a prison ship in the Thames. His subsequent return was supported by the 
Earl of Fife, who helped him minister first at Glengairn, and then Arderg.  
 He lived there from 1780 until his death in 1799, although his service was not exactly trouble 
free. In the 1740s the laws against Catholic priests were very strict. One day Father Charles was 
sitting in the woods below Creag Chionnich, when a passing coachman from the Invercauld 
spotted him. The coachman captured him, and attempted to cross the Dee with him in tow. Father 
Charles stipulated a crossing place, and as they waded through the water, he grabbed the 
coachman and plunged him repeatedly into the raging Dee, almost drowning him in the process.  
 Father Farquharson was reputedly gifted with second sight, and accounts exist of him 
casting out spirits, as well as curing the sick. Munro, a gamekeeper for the Earl of Fife had cancer 
in his upper lip. Despite numerous visits to doctors in Edinburgh, no cure was found, and the 
cancer gradually made its way up his face, eating away at the flesh. Eventually Father 
Farquharson was consulted, and a potion was concocted of local herbs, which cured Munro and 
further fuelled the Father’s reputation.  
 The font at the Arderg Chapel is a beautiful carved stone, and its inscription reads Uisge 
Caisrig Cadh (Yes to consecrated water). The chapel eventually became a dwelling house, before 
being deserted. The font now has pride of place at St Andrew’s Church in Braemar. 
 It is interesting to read Father Charles’ description of the Mission of Braemar “This parish is 
ten miles in length lying from east to west on the river Dee. There are about 118 whole Catholik 
families.There are about 44 families partly Catholik. There are in all 48 whole families Protestant. 

There are about 500 communicants. there are about 
1000 souls in all the mission.” 
 It is worth taking some time to explore what 
remains of Arderg today. There are plenty of clues as 
to what life was like, and it is not until 1938 that it is 
noted that Arderg was no more. One poignant 
reminder remains of Father Charles Farquharson 
though. Set into the hillside is a semicircular stone 
chair which was requested by Canon James Paul 
from Braemar in 1882. On it, an inscription reads 
‘Father Charles Farquharson’s seat 1785’. 

 Arderg lies about one mile from Braemar, below the first layby on 
the right hand side, driving towards Mar Lodge. Grid reference is 122903.  Please see Pictish Font 
article on page  14 

Father Copeland celebrating Mass at Arderg 1965 

Father Farquharson’s Seat 
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Mar Lodge ‘car bank’ removed Thirty one old cars, tonnes of concrete, boulders and railway sleepers 
were removed from the banks of the Dee on Mar Lodge Estate this 
autumn to improve habitat for freshwater pearl mussels and salmon.  
 In 1984, the gap in the riverbank, caused by a flood, was 
filled with the cars, as well as spruce trees and fencing wire.  
 Removing the structure has prevented the waste from being 
released into the river by floods and causing environmental 
damage. With its corrugated iron facing, the structure was clearly 
visible from the Linn of Dee road. Next time you are passing you 
will see the riverbank has a more natural slope and is covered by a 

protective matt until vegetation starts 
to grow. 
 David Frew, Property Manager 
for Mar Lodge Estate said: “The car 
embankment has been a blot on an otherwise iconic landscape for 
many years, and it is fantastic to see this restoration work finally 
take place. The project demonstrates 
how partnership working between 
landowners and public agencies can 
deliver real results for the 
environment.” 

 This was completed as part of the Pearls in Peril LIFE Project, 
the same project that has planted trees on the Clunie, visible from 
the A93 road towards Glenshee and also along Glen Ey.  
 For more information visit www.theriverdee.org 

Joanna Dick - Dee Catchment Partnership 
 

One of the 31 cars removed 
from the riverbank 

Work in progress 

A big difference 

Paws for Thought 
 Doug’s the name, Douglas Fur to give 
me my Sunday name. I was 
born in a barn in Glen Isla 
but was soon adopted by 
Caroline & Alex and we 
share a house also with 
Poppy the cheese monster. 
She’s pretty cool for an old 
pooch but boy does she 
have a cheese obsession, I 
swear she can smell a chunk 
of cheddar from the other 
side of town! 
 I’m looking for luurve, I’m pretty hot to 
trot and could make some lucky lady pretty 
happy if she’s like some mini Dougs. I have a 
good sense of humour and about the only 
thing a girlfriend might complain about is the 
amount of time I spend under the garden 
shed guarding my ball collection. 
 My favourite thing in the whole world is 
sheep and my second favourite thing is 
running alongside my owner Alex on his bike. 
If we’re cycling through sheep I practically 
pass out with excitement!                             
 My other hobbies are playing ball inside 
or out in my spare time and chasing pigeons 
off the bird table. Life is good! 

Jacobite Re-enactment 
On September 
6th 1715 the 
Jacobite 
Standard was 
raised at the 
site of the 
Invercauld 
Hotel.  A re-
enactment of 
the event took 
place to commemorate the 300th anniversary 
on 6th September 2015. 

Braemar to Aberdeen by Stagecoach 
On 21st August, 
the Royal 
Highlander horse-
drawn Coach left 
Braemar, bound 
for Aberdeen. 
Departing from the 
Invercauld Arms, 
a former coaching 

inn, it made a 60 miles staged journey over 2 
days to finish at Aberdeen Four teams of 4 
horses will be used in relays on the journey. 
The route along Royal Deeside (A93) followed 
the path taken by the Mail Coaches of the 
1800s.  

http://www.theriverdee.org
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The 12 Days of Christmas start on 
Christmas Day and last until the evening of 
the 5th January - also known as Twelfth 
Night. The 12 Days have been celebrated in 
Europe since before the middle ages and 
were a time of celebration.  The 12 Days each 
traditionally celebrate a feast day for a saint 
and/or have different celebrations. 

1. Christmas Day celebrates the birth of 
Jesus 

2. Boxing Day celebrates St Stephen 
3. St John the Apostle 
4. The Holy Innocents 
5. St Thomas Becket 
6. St Egwin of Worcester 
7. Hogmanay - also Pope Sylvester I 
8. Mary - Mother of Jesus 
9. St Basil the Great & St 

Gregory Nazianzen 
10. The Holy Name of 

Jesus 
11. St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
12. St John Neumann  

Kindrochit Castle: 
 The official re-opening of the Kindrochit Castle site 
after its recent renovation was held on 9th October with 
Council Officials, members of the community and children 
from Braemar Primary school in attendance. 
 The ribbon cutting ceremony was conducted by 
Provost Hamish Vernal who congratulated all those who had 
contributed to make the project such a resounding success. 
Children from Braemar Primary school then sang and acted 
out three short sketches on the ground in front of the castle. 
 As well as being another great visitor attraction for the 
village – already more than 2000 leaflets have been taken 
from the site this year and £500 collected from donations box 
- it is hoped that the castle will be used by the community for 
any appropriate use which is permissible within the 
conditions of a National Monument. A close relationship with 
the school has already been established and now small 
groups of pupils make regular visits to the site to empty the 
donations box and deposit the money in a bank account 

while checking and reporting the overall condition of 
the site. 
 A scheme of floodlighting the ruins is currently 
being designed by Aberdeenshire Council and it is 
hoped that this will soon be installed on site. 
 A Memorandum of Understanding between 
Aberdeenshire Council and ‘The Friends of 
Kindrochit Castle’ is now being concluded to confirm 
their respective responsibilities for the site in the 
future and anyone wishing to register as a ‘Friend’ 
should contact Pete Mulvey by e-mail at 
themulveys@hotmail.com or by telephone on 
41079. 

Pictish Font in St Andrew’s Church:  
 The font that has sat 
outside the Church of St 
Andrew’s for many years, 
which has been identified as 
a Pictish Font, has now been 
taken inside the Church and 
mounted on a cradle.   
 It sits on what we think 
is part of a “cheese press” 
which has the date 1495 and 
an inscription in Gaelic 
Uisge Gaisrig Eadh which 
translates as Water 
Consecrate Yes. Why is 

1495 important? What does the base-stone which 
was probably inscribed around 1790 - 1810 
commemorate? Could it be the building of the new 
St Andrew’s Church on Chapel Brae?  The font will 
now be used for Baptisms held in the Church.  
Please feel free to have a look. Please see Arderg 
article on page 12 

mailto:themulveys@hotmail.com
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The Tale of MacElmer 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A stag of regal stature, his antlers he held high, 
He wore a coat of russet hue.  His nature? Rather shy. 
He hid himself from everything, the birds, the bats, the bees, 
Even the tiniest spiders, made him tremble at the knees. 
 
One day when he was all alone, down by the riverside, 
He heard a roar so loud and strong it made him terrified. 
He turned to see Cam Ruadh, the monster with one eye, 
Our stag thought that his time had come and he would surely die. 
 
His heart beat fast, he breathed his last and jumped out of his skin, 
There was only one escape route from the source of such a din. 
He dived into the River Dee and swam through the freezing watter, 
Until he saw a bunch of quines, gathered to knit and knatter. 
 
‘Oh dearie me, dae ye see yon deer,’ he heard one of them declare. 
‘The puir wee creature’s naked, he’s got neither skin nor hair. 
He’ll catch his death o’ cauld fir sure, we’d better help him quick 
Let’s cover him in oor knitted squares, that should do the trick.’ 
 
They rescued him from the swirling Dee, and covered him with wool, 
in all colours of the rainbow. He did look rather cool. 
‘We’d better call him Elmer, since he looks like him a lot,’ 
And they took him back to Braemar, as the Deeside Knitwits’ mascot. 
 
And Elmer grew quite famous, and was known near and far, 
As the handsome multi coloured stag from the Festival at Braemar 
He liked to stand in front of taste.. he was afraid no more 
Of kids, or dogs, or anyone….or paparazzi by the score. 
 
When the next spring came, dear Elmer whispered in Rosy’s ear 
‘Can you make me a brand new coat for the Festival this year?’ 
So Rosy shaped and cut and stitched a brand new coat for Elmer, 
A now decked out in a tartan suit, we call our stag MacElmer. 

Braemar School News: It 
is all new for Braemar School 
as Mr Richard Teall 
headmaster has left the school 
due to family commitments 
and taken up a dual head post 
at Killin and Crianlarich 
Schools.  Stepping in as acting 
head teacher for this term is 
Jayne Watson who has been 
full time teacher at Braemar 
for over a year.  The post has 
been advertised and a new 
head teacher will hopefully be 
in place soon.  

 On October 9th the 
pupils took part in the official 
opening of Kindrochit Castle, 
they sang 2 songs and were 
very well received by all the 
officials and audience.  The 
children and staff are very 
grateful to Sue Sherrard and 
Lesley Taylor who come along 
to school every Tuesday and 
sing with the children.  The 
school are hopefully sending 
the pupils along to the Music 
Festival in Aberdeen next 
year.  

 This term the school are 
working hard to hold a 
successful Christmas Fair on 
Friday 4th December from 2pm 
– 4pm in the school. All will be 
welcome to come along and 
support the school. The 
children and staff are also 
starting rehearsals for a 
Christmas play to be 
performed on Wednesday 16th 
December venue and times to 
be decided.  

 

The school welcomes Stroma Frew who has started training on the job in the Nursery.   



Whats on in and around your village? 
Date Event 
Nov 18th  SWI: You called Madam? 

This is sure to be another fascinating and highly amusing talk 
from Maureen Kelly, all about the life of the servants in a 
grand country house. Maureen has researched many true sto-
ries from the local area. 

Nov 29th  Christmas Lights Switch on 6pm at the Mews 

Dec 12th  Over 60s Christmas Lunch at Braemar Lodge 

Dec 13th 12 - 2pm Santa Run in aid of children’s playpark and over 60s 
lunch.  More info from Marilyn Baker mjdante@hotmail.co.uk 

Dec 21st Community Council Meeting  

Dec 17 - 19 
& 26th  

Braemar Panto - Jack & The Beanstalk 

Jan 17th  BLHG - The music skills of J. Scott Skinner 

Jan 21st SWI Scottish Night    An evening of Scottish Entertain-
ment Witness some exceptional local talent! 

Feb 12/13th  Mar Lodge Estate - Mountain Film Nights 

Feb 18th  SWI Fake or Fortune? 
David and Karen of ‘Preloved’ will give an informative and en-
tertaining talk about the fascinating world of antiques. Do you 
have an antique item that you’d like to know more about? 
Bring along your precious pieces to the meeting. 

 Weekly Events 

Wednesdays Scottish Country Dancing.  7.30 - 9.00 pm.  Castleton Hall.  
Open to all (adults).  More info Marilyn 013397 41225  

Village  
Bin Collections -  

Tuesdays 
Wheelie Bins: 

December 8th 22nd 
January 5th 19th 

February 2nd 16th 
Recycling: 

December 1st 15th 29th 
January 12th 26th 
February 9th 23rd 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Deadline for next edition: January 30th  2016 
 

New(!) website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Adverts: Cost £15.00 per eighth of page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine  41245 

 

Q; What did Adam say to 
Eve the day before 
Christmas? 
A: It’s Christmas, Eve! 

Q; What is the best 
Christmas present? 
A: A broken drum - you 
just can’t beat it! 

Q; Why does Santa have 
three gardens? 
A: So he can Ho! Ho! Ho! 

Q; What do they sing at a 
Snowman’s party? 
A: Freeze a jolly good 
fellow! 

Q; What’s the most 
popular Christmas wine? 
A: I don’t like Brussels 
sprouts! 

Q; What does the Queen 
call her Christmas 
Broadcast? 
A: The One Show! 

And very best wishes to all our readers! 


