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The Panto Flies This Year 
This years pantomime is Peter Pan. 
The cast and supporting crew are hard at work  on this 
years production; with crocodiles chasing pirates,  
pirates chasing Red Indians, Red Indians chasing lost 
boys, dogs pining for lost boys,  and, of course, Peter Pan, 
like the rest of us, chasing eternal youth! 
Come and see for yourself if Peter Pan finally outwits the  
Pirate King-Captain Hook. 

Wishing You All  

 A Happy Christmas  

& 

A Healthy, Prosperous  

New Year 

Bill Calls Time 
by Simon Blackett 
 

Sadly, Bill Marshall has withdrawn 
from further involvement with 
Braemar Community Ltd and the 
Castle. BCL  wish him well in his 
retirement. 
 I would like to pay credit, publicly, 
to Bill`s immense achievements 
over the past few years for the folk 
of Braemar. Among his many  
projects  Bill helped to restore the 
Mews to what we see today.  
More recently, we would not have 
the Castle in community control, 
Auchtavan restored, the duck 
pond car park or the two bridges 
without Bill`s direct involvement. 
We all owe him a huge debt of 
gratitude. Hopefully, his talent and 
energy will still be helping improve 
the lot of Braemar for many more 
years . 
(see BCL article on page 2) 

The Christmas Tree  

Arrives 
The living Christmas Tree 
has arrived and seems to 
be settling into its perma-
nent  surroundings. 
Decoration of the tree will 
be completed on behalf of 
the Community Council by 
Dave Geddes. 

Please Colour me  

Compiled by Richard & Pamela 
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Braemar Community Limited 
by Simon Blackett 

Braemar Community Ltd was formed by the  
Community Council in November 2004 to        
undertake the development and operation of    
major projects on behalf of the community, either 
independently or in partnership with other              
bodies. Since then, BCL has been responsible for 
the re-organisation of the Chapel Brae duck pond 
car park, construction of two new pedestrian 
bridges and the restoration of Auchtavan.         
Considerable work has been undertaken to     
further the opportunities for affordable and key 
worker housing in the village, facilitate the      
construction of a new Medical Centre on land to 
be gifted to the community and investigate/plan 
the opportunities for a community hydro-electric 
scheme at Corriemulzie and a new pedestrian 
bridge over the Dee (Farquharson Bridge). There 
is currently no funding available for either the 
Medical Centre or the Farquharson Bridge, but 
further investigations continue. The new bridge is 
shown as an aspiration on the new Core Path 
Plan network, so the authorities are onside. 
Work will shortly start on the construction of a 
new footpath linking the Society Bridge with the 
A93/Queens Drive walks.       
However, the most important project at present is 
to restore and operate Braemar Castle as a major 
tourism and educational resource for the benefit 
of the local community and the nation as a whole. 
Significant progress has been made to date but 
there is still a very long way to go and this will 
always be a major commitment for the local    
community. 

Young Musician of the Year 
In October the village was privileged to see and 
hear the  BBC Young Traditional Musicians of 
2009. 

This Award exists to encourage young musicians 
to keep their tradition alive and to maximise their  
musical potential by the pursuit of a career in     
traditional music. The winners are provided with 
high profile performance opportunities and the  
necessary tools and advice they require to launch 
a career in traditional music. 
This years finalists  
 Adam Holmes - guitar, song (Edinburgh) 
 Lorne MacDougall - pipes, whistle Carradale, 

Argyll) 
 Ruairidh Macmillan - fiddle (Nairn)  
 Kenneth Nicolson - Gaelic song (Lochs, Isle 

of Lewis) 
 Jack Smedley - fiddle (Buckie, Banffshire 
 Daniel Thorpe - fiddle (Inverurie) 
Their performance was excellent and received a 
standing ovation from the audience. 
The haunting voice of Adam Holmes singing his           
adaptation of “Ae Fond Kiss” was particularly well 
received. We wish the entire group every success 
in the future.  

 

At present BCL, has 9 directors (Simon Blackett, Chris 

Hewitt, Al Hubbard, Louise Kelly, Miriam Laird, Malcolm 
Macintyre, Doreen Wood, Dave Evans and Neil Bain).   
Clearly, the directors are all volunteers and there are no 
paid staff. Any number of projects can be taken forward 
by BCL, but each project needs its own champion and 
volunteers to take it forward. The directors would be 
delighted to hear from members of the community who 
have ideas for projects that they would like to take    
forward.  You can contact the chairman on: 
013397 41224 or 07971 287366 

Please Colour me  
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The Genealogist’s Parlour Game  
by Alison Grant MacKintosh  

Parlour games were a party standby in the days be-
fore Braemar got television. Many an evening was 
enlivened by Consequences or The Minister’s Cat. 
So if your family Christmas means listening to the 
thrilling story of all the family‟s surgical operations, 
here‟s a parlour game to liven things up. 
Get all the relatives together – yes, all of them! – and 
record their memories before it‟s too late. Ask them to 
bring any old photographs and documents, for copying 
and identification.  
Print off lots of information-gathering forms and get 
people to fill in details like their date and place of birth; 
parents‟ names, occupations, date and place of their 
marriage and their parents‟ birth dates of their chil-
dren; death dates of their parents. 
Draw up a huge family tree with the information you‟ve 
got so far – a roll of shelf-lining paper is ideal – pin it 
on a wall and get everyone to add missing details of 
their own branch of the family. 
Set up a tape-recorder and get them reminiscing. Let 
them talk as long as it‟s interesting, but make sure you 
get the facts and the interesting snippets that made 
their childhood different from yours. Have plenty of 
questions ready. Where did they go to school? What 
did they wear, eat, play? What did they write with – a 
dip pen, a slate pencil? When Auntie Jeannie gets on 
to her major operation, ask an interesting question –  
What was your favourite subject at school/your favour-
ite food/your favourite dress. 
It‟s true my passion for social history began when I 
used to toddle into the kitchen of old ladies who could 
remember back to the 1870s,and my opening gambits 
were „Have you any sweeties today?‟ and „Tell me 
about when you were a little girl.‟ When did you last 
ask your granny to talk about when she was a little 
girl? Her stories could be buried treasure, and she‟ll 
enjoy telling them. 
So get your old ladies – and gentlemen – together, 
with maybe a drink and a slab of Christmas cake at 
the elbow, gather the facts, and let them talk about the 
old days. It‟s good fun and a focus that will get you 
through the family Christmas. With luck Auntie 
Jeannie won‟t mention her operation even once.  
Have a good Christmas everybody! Meanwhile if you 
have any questions on family history, send them to 
The Buzzard and I‟ll try to answer them. 

Police File by Jeff Hall 
Grampian Police are investigating two 
incidents which have occurred in the area 
between Ballater and Braemar. There 
has been a break into a home and a    
vehicle has had fuel stolen from it.     
Anyone with information is requested to 
call Grampian Police on 0845 600 5700 
or Crime Stoppers on 0800 555111. 
In light of  the incidents mentioned please 
take a moment to review your home and 
vehicle security and do not hesitate to 
contact me if you require advice. 
Lastly, whilst we have had only a few 
frosty starts, I must take the opportunity 
to remind road users to ensure their     
vehicles are ready for the winter by 
checking tyres have sufficient tread, are 
inflated correctly and you have enough 
screen wash/water to keep your         
windscreens clear.  

           BRAEMAR  CALENDAR   
           PHOTO COMPETITION  2011 

 The theme for photos is people, places or wildlife in the Braemar  area. 

 Closing date for entries is Sunday 28thFebruary 2010. 

 Proceeds from sale of calendar will go towards  restoration of Braemar Castle.  

Send entries by  e-mail (as a jpeg attachment max size of 3MB) to:-braemarcalendar@gmail.com 

 Further information and entry rules are available from Ali Hubbard Tel. 013397 41385 

Civic Amenities Trust by R Baker 

On 17 September the Trust held its final 
AGM. It was considered by the majority of 
the members present and their proxy  
voters that BCAT had ceased to function 
as a Community Asset.  Therefore, the 
decision was made to wind up and close 
the Trust. 
Because the Trust has charitable status, 
the distribution of the trust assets of 
£3741 is now in the hands of the         
Secretary of State. The Community 
Council will ring fence these funds until 
the Secretary of State decides how and 
when to distribute them to appropriate 
local causes the like of which encourage  
advancement of citizenship, community 
development, advancement of the arts, 
heritage, culture or science, provision  of 
recreational facilities or advancement of 
environmental protection and  
improvement. Those wishing to use some 
or all of those assets for Community    
projects should make their presentation 
to the chairman of the Community   
Council. 
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Halloween fun 

On October 31st the Village Hall in Braemar 
was completely transformed into a very 
“spooky” place indeed.  Bingo Wings, the 
local rock band organised an open 
invitation party.  
Included were a ghost train ride, lots of  
theme games, a carved pumpkin          
competition and of course, the evening 
wouldn‟t have been complete without Bingo 
Wings playing some great music.   
The whole night was fantastic with the hall 
decorations adding to the atmosphere  

 The games were all great fun for young 
and old alike.  The majority of people 
dressed up and it was very hard to tell who 
was who!  The ghost train ride was a real 
crowd puller and very, very, spooky indeed; 
there was a queue all night to ride it. 

All Our Yesterdays 1973 

Can you identify the people in the series of  
photographs below? 

A               B                           C 

D      E       F      G       H 

I            J           K 

L        M         N 

The “Auld Times” 

If you have any old photographs or stories about the 
Village in the past we would love to hear from you. 

Bingo Wings –dressed for the occasion 

Ghouls, Ghosties  &  Pumpkins 

All Our Yesterdays 1973 

Names 
 1.Sgt J. Duff 
 2.Mrs S. Bruce 
 3.Mrs Rose 
 4.Mrs Murray 
 5.Mr.& Mrs D.Macdonald 
 6.Mrs T. Gordon  
    & Mr.I.McLaren 
 7.Miss Lindsay  
    & Mrs Holroyd 
 

 

  8.Mrs Fraser  
     & Mr McKellor 
  9.Mr & Mrs A.Cheyne 
10.Mrs Petrie 
11.Mrs Duff 
12.Mr G.McIntosh 
13.Mrs McLaren  
14.Miss Pawson 
 

The correct answers 
will be published in 
the next edition. 
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Remembrance Day –2009 by R Baker 

Members of the Village stood to pay tribute to the 
many thousands of men and women who, over 
the years, have paid the ultimate price for our 
freedom. The service in Braemar Church and 
then at the memorial seemed more poignant this 
year because of the continuing conflict in           
Afghanistan and the loss and serious injury of so 
many of our young men and women. 
Each person has their own way of remembering 
those who gave their lives or were injured as a 
result of action. In today‟s world, war and conflict 
can feel very remote and impersonal as we go 
on with our daily lives watching  the news on the 
TV in short bites. 
Wars are fought by ordinary people who do    
extraordinary things under periods of high stress. 
This short poem written by a soldier who  
survived the 2nd world war, sums up               
Remembrance. 

Let us hope that the 
fallen are remembered 
and we learn from their 
loss so that, one day, in 
the not too distant     
future, our loved ones 
will never again have to  
endure the heartbreak 
suffered by people of  
previous generations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

School Report by Susan Farquharson 
In Braemar School the primary 1 – 4 class 
have been learning all about the Celts and  
Romans with their teacher Mrs Strachan.   
Recently, Karen, a lady from Archaeolink, a 
living history park in Aberdeenshire, came to 
visit the school and tell them more about the 
topic.  Karen came dressed as a Celtic woman 
complete with blue paint on her face which is 
what the Celts liked to wear.  

 Also from the Celtic period she had some  
reproduction artefacts for the children to see 
and touch.  Karen then moved onto the  
Romans and dressed Mrs Farquharson, the 
classroom assistant, as a Roman Soldier  
complete with armour, helmet, shield and 
sword.   
All the children were then given a replica 
wooden sword and shield each and learnt how 
to march just as the Romans had done and 
get into a defensive turtle formation.  At the 
end of the session Karen told them a story 
from Celtic legend which the children really 
enjoyed. The visit was a huge success and 
the children benefited greatly from it. 

We who were there, need no remembrance    
time, 
No crash of martial music, or solemn bells to 
chime, 
“Lest We Forget!”, tho’ pass a thousand years. 
Our joy shall never, wipe away our tears. 

Anon 

“We Will Remember Them” 
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Do it before  
they fade 

away 
Old Cine Film Reels & Slides to DVD 

Excellent results 

Reasonable cost and no VAT 

Established 1969 

Local DVDs for Christmas 
Contact Bob Thomson  

013397 41214 

Window Cleaning 

&  

Painting 
All projects  

considered 

               Call Richard 

           013397 41225  
                                 or  

           07890 892 664 

BRAEMAR SERVICE STATION 

“Here to help 

you through the 

Winter! 

OCCASIONS 
Large Selection of Greetings Cards & Gifts 

Tick Tock 

The clock on Braemar Church, which has 
been a focal point in the village for many 
years, is in need of repair,   cleaning and up-
grading at a cost of £7,000!                  

Can anyone help with a contribution towards 
this, no matter how small.    

If you can, please contact our Treasurer,  

Alice Cumming on 013397 41349 or by  

e-mail to alicecumming@aol.com 

Helium 
Balloons 
and 
Charity 
Christmas 
Cards available 

Stockists 
of Me to 

You 
& 

Playboy 

1 Netherley Place, Ballater  Tel/Fax 013397  55839 

* Logs   *  Kindling   *   Coal   *   Peat    
*   Anti-freeze   *   Rock Salt   * 

*  Batteries  * Jump Leads  *  Chargers  
  *   Torches   *   Winter Tyres   *   Sledges   * 

*   Snow Shovels and much more   *               

Call in and we will try to help .  
Tel: 013397 41210 

Historical Association                                  
 Frequently pieces of history and stories about an 
area are lost. To help ensure that this does not 
happen in the Braemar area it is proposed to have 
a social meeting monthly starting in January 2010. 
There must be many interesting tales/happenings 
of the past that our children may want to hear of 
and relate to their children. It would be a great pity 
if these were lost. So that this kind of information 
can be  discussed and perhaps recorded so that it 
is not lost forever, anyone interested is invited to 
meet in the Moorfield Hotel on the evening of Sun-
day 17 January and the third Sunday each month 
thereafter.  
For more information please contact Neil Bain  
on 013397 41420  
or email neil@braemarhighlandsafaris.co.uk 

Walking Group 
Anyone interested in starting a walking 
group? There will be a meeting in the bar of 
the Moorfield, for those interested,  
on Monday 11 January at 7:30 pm. 

Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Stall 
Village Hall Thursdays 12:00 am to 1:30pm 
 fill in the order form obtained from Braemar 

Surgery or School.  
 Orders can be placed no later than 
          Tuesday    
 Orders can also be taken over the 

phone:01224 596156 
 or e-mail cfin@btconnect.com 
Your completed order will be left ready for  
collection from the Village Hall on Thursday  

mailto:alicecumming@aol.com
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Your village needs you! 
 

Sign up for the Third Jacobite Uprising!   
Hopefully, this one will be peaceful and will 
take place right in the grounds of Braemar 
Castle. We are calling all residents, from the 
youngest to the oldest to get involved in what 
should be a great day of fun and funding! For 
one day next summer, Saturday 24th July 
2010, let us all become time travellers and go 
back to the middle of the 18th century when 
Bonnie Prince Charlie was arriving in  
Scotland. At the moment, the project  
„The White Rose and the Claymore –  
A Jacobite Experience‟ is little more than an 
idea and we are still at the beginning of the 
planning stages.  
The project, in aid of castle funds, is best  
explained in two parts: 
A living history exhibition – the festival 
would open with this. 
In the grounds of the castle, villagers, dressed 
in 18th century clothes would be part of a vil-
lage fete typical of the times, with a number of 
different scenarios, e.g. a market place selling 
food, and/or clothing, etc, a Jacobite camp, a 
sword fighting school,  a hog or venison roast, 
an illegal whisky still, games of the times for 
adults and children, a storyteller, a sooth-
sayer, mothers and children going about their 
daily life, and as many other ideas as YOU 
can come up with. 
A Musical Drama - at some point in the  
afternoon to last approximately one hour. 
There will be an area for an audience to be 
seated while the story of Prince Charles  
Edward Stuart unfolds through music and 
song, dance and drama…..from his arrival on 
the shores of Eriskay, to the raising of his 
standard at Glenfinnan, from his victory at the 
Battle of Prestonpans, to the terrible defeat at 
Culloden and his subsequent escape back to 
France. Again we need the participation of as 
many locals as we can. We need stage crew 
and technicians as well as singers, dancers, 
musicians, actors, narrators, and extras. We 
will also need ticket sellers, and a publicity 
team. 
What You Can do now 
Please think of as many ideas as you can to 
add to the authenticity of the day. Collect 
pieces of cloth that would be useful for making 
costumes…tartan, tweed, plain coloured  
material for skirts, white for tops.  Eighteenth 
century dress is relatively easy to produce and 
help will be given with the making of your  
costume.  

Odd bits of leather are useful (anybody discarding 
an old leather couch?). If you like baking, we 
have recipes for pies, and pastries, jams etc that 
could be made for sale on the day.  
The project, which has the backing of BCL, will be 
coordinated by a committee made up of members 
of various clubs and societies in the village. 
Entrance takings will go to support the castle but 
as with other events like this, each club can raise 
funds for itself with sales and games on the day. 
The more people we can involve and the more 
publicity we can generate, the more funds we will 
raise for all. If you or your club would like to get 
involved please email the buzzard at   
braemar.newsgroup@yahoo.co.uk  or call  
Marilyn Baker 41225 for more information.  

An 18th Century Highlander & His Wife 
Highlanders wove  
tartan from wool 
brightly coloured 
by vegetable dyes. 
The plaid was an 
enormous midge- 
proof blanket,     
approximately 2.5 
metres wide and 
five metres long. 
     

To get into it, you 
laid it on the 
ground and pleated 
the centre part 
length wise.  

Then you lay down on it, gathering the bottom 
part around your waist and securing it with a belt. 
 
 There were  
several ways 
of draping the 
top half around 
your body. 
 
 At night the 
plaid served 
as a sleeping 
bag. 



What’s on in and around your village? 

       Bin Collections  
Thursdays 
Wheelie Bins:  

Dec17th, 31
st
 

Jan 14
th
, 28

th
 

Feb 11
th
, 25

th
  Mar 11

th
  

Recycling: 

Dec 24
th
 

Jan 7
th
, 21

st
,Feb 4

th
, 18

th
  Mar 4

th
  

Mobile Library Service 

Wednesdays 

Starting at the School (2.30 
pm) and finishing at  
St Andrew‟s Terrace (4.55 pm). 
Dec 16

th
,  

no library service on 30
th
 Dec 

Normal service resumes Jan 13
th
,  

27
th
 Feb 10

th
 24

th
 March, 10

th
 

Chrismas greetings 
Message from Eileen and Jimmy McGregor  
This year we have decided to dispense with 
Christmas cards for those we will be meeting 
in every day life, when we will obviously be 
able to give our greetings personally.  
We have given a donation locally. This year it 
is the Buzzard and, of course, the scouts will 
not miss out. Good Health in the year ahead!   
 
Eva & Steve, Hope Cottage 
We are not sending Christmas cards this year 
but instead are making appropriate donations 
to Village charities. However, we wish to  
convey the warmest  Christmas greetings to 
all our kind friends living in and around   
Braemar. 
 

Braemar Pantomime  
PETER PAN 
16th 17th 18th 19th &  26th December   
In the village hall at 7.30 p.m. 
Matinees at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday &  
Boxing Day    
Tickets available from the Braemar Pharmacy 
also in Ballater at the Victoria Garage and 
Davidson‟s the Chemist. 
Adults: £ 6.00   Concessions: £4.50 
Children under 16: £3.00 
Group bookings are most welcome,  
Enquiries: 013398 41549 or 013397 41439 

Christmas Services 
Community Carol Service Sunday 13th December 2009 
at St Andrews Church 6:30 pm   
Led by Rev. Hugh Davison. All denominations welcome. 
 

St Andrews Church 
Thurs 24 December Carol singing 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 5:30  
Saturday 26th December  

Feast of the Holy Family Vigil Mass 5:30 pm  
 

Braemar & Crathie Parish Church 
Christmas Eve 11:30 pm Watch Night 
Friday Christmas Day service 10:00 am  

Deadline for the next Buzzard is 29th January 2010 
Please send contributions to Liz or Dorothy c/o 
braemar.newsgroup@yahoo.co.uk 

Date Event 

12 December 
09 

The Balmoral Gift Shop sale 
11.00am and finishing at 4pm. 
www.balmoralcastle.com 

31 December 
09 

Hogmanay Dance  
Braemar Village Hall 

23 January 
2010 

Burns Supper Village Hall  
Tickets available in the New 
Year 

Braemar Christmas Post 2009 

Cost 5p per card 
Delivering to  Braemar, Inverey, 
Keilloch,  Cairnwell Stamps and 
posting at Braemar Pharmacy & 
Newsagent Last post 1pm 
Wednesday 23rdDecember  

The winning stamps were  
designed by Euan Walker  

and Sam Hubbard  

ALL proceeds from stamps 

& greetings service  

will be split 

between the Village Hall  &  

Castleton Hall 

Not sending cards this 
year? 

Then use our  

Christmas Greetings Board                           
Just purchase a Greetings 
Sheet, fill in your Greeting  

and hand in to the  
Pharmacy & Newsagent  
Display costs  £4 for an  

A5 size card. 

http://www.balmoracastle.com/

