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Traffic Issues in Braemar - can we find solutions? 

 

 The Braemar Community Council (BCC) are addressing the traffic 

problems that we have all  experienced in the village over the last few 

months.  You will have seen some new parking signs, directing traffic to our  

free car-parks.  You may also have heard that we are trying to get 'Twenty’s 

Plenty' (a 20 mph speed limit ) agreed, following the June BCC meeting.   

 Three other possible interventions are under discussion and listed   

below.  No decisions on any of these have been taken yet.  We are     

fact-finding, talking to Aberdeenshire Council and seeking views from the 

Community.  

1  'No Parking' signs - Setting up 4-5 new signs on the main road 
through the village.  Note: these can only be considered if the private-
property owners are supportive.  Assuming they were, could these 
work?  Where are the particular hot-spots? 

 

2  Yellow Lines - Requires a Traffic Order from the Council and then 
an agreed design with some obvious choices eg. single/double/ partial, 
one side of the road, or both?  The other issue is how they would be 
enforced.  Aberdeenshire Council have said it would take 9 months 
from an application.  Yellow lines will be fairly permanent, so we would 
need a majority of views to be in support!  Do you think they would 
make a difference?  Should we start the Traffic Order process or wait 
and see how the village parking shakes-down after the works at the 
Fife and Highland Centre? 

 

3  Coach drop-off point - a modification of the Mews paved area to 
accommodate a Coach drop-off point in the centre of the village. This 
would need to be carefully designed and the impact on traffic flow  
considered.  The idea is that coaches could drop-off passengers in the 
centre and then park at the Highland Games Park.  A possible        
alternative (when the Fife works are done), is to re-use part of the  
public car-park for coach drop-off, or to direct all coaches to the Games Park and ‘drop-off’ there.  
What is your view? 

A few examples of recent traffic 

flow problems  (yes!  the coach is 

indeed parked on the bridge) 

Don’t miss inside! 

• Village Hall Questionnaire - 

please fill in, tear out and return to Braemar 

Pharmacy by 12 October, pages 9 & 10 

• Braemar Creative Arts Festival 

brochure 2017 - enclosed with this  

issue together with article on page 4 

And read on for… 

Page 2 Editorial, Community Update page 3      

Braemar Care Initiative, Tennis Courts page 4     

Knitterknatter, Samba, BCAF page 5 Blairglass 

page 6 St Margaret’s, Mar Lodge page 7 BLHG   

pages 8 & 11 In brief - news and photos pages 9 & 

10  Fill in & tear out questionnaire page 12 Braemar 

Castle, Wildcat Responders page 13 Golf,            

Orienteering page 14 Fife Arms, Recipe              

page 15 Junior Buzzard page 16 What’s On 

These three items were all raised at the recent BCC of 28th August and to give everyone an opportunity to 
air their views, there will be a special public consultation meeting on Wednesday September 
27th in the Village Hall.   Please come along  - or write to the BCC secretary on  
braemarccsecretary@outlook.com   Remember - any community concerns or new agenda items that the 
community would like to raise as AOB, should be sent to the BCC secretary ahead of a BCC meeting.  

file:///C:/Users/BNG/Desktop/Sept%20Buzzard/car%20parking/braemarccsecretary@outlook.com
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Dorothy Ramsay  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacKay  

013397 41245.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery, the ’Speciality Shop’ and the 

newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard is funded by 

advertising and donations - donation tins are at all 

these outlets for any very welcome contribution  

towards costs.  
 

Stress? - what’s that?! 

Life can be stressful  - with everything from  

computer malfunctions, transport running late, pet 

gone missing, to awful weather and the rest… but 

some words of advice passed on to me may help.  

Imagine 3 different types of situation:  Type 1 - a  

situation in which you are in control of the outcome; 

Type 2 - you haven’t total control but your actions 

may be able to influence the outcome; Type 3 - 

nothing you can do will affect what happens.  Then 

next time your stress levels are soaring, analyse the 

situation.  If it’s a Type 3, relax - there is nothing you 

can do, e.g. the plane is cancelled, the snow gates 

are shut, the power lines are out…  It’s amazing how 

this can make things so much better.  “It’s a ‘3’, so 

chill!“.  Now should it be a type 1 or 2 situation - well 

then you can start to worry about the best strategy... 

Community Update (cont.) 
 

Braemar third age lunch group continues to 

meet every second Wednesday in the Invercauld 

Arms Hotel at 12.30pm.  All are welcome from 

Braemar and the surrounding area for a glass of 

sherry, a 2 course lunch, cup of tea/coffee, a  

blether and sometimes a speaker.  For more  

information contact Kathleen 41309, Margaret  

41413 or Carole 0770 8001798.   Near the 

end of September a special afternoon of musical 

entertainment is planned, a joint event with some 

other third age lunch groups, more information to 

follow. 

Bowling  it has been good to see so many new 

members playing this summer - but there is always 

room for more!  Even if you are inexperienced, 

there is always someone there to help and advise.  

The results of the 2017 Club championships will be 

published in the next issue of the Buzzard.   

 Indoor bowls will start up again when the 

weather (and midgies!) drive us off the bowling 

green.  Indoor bowling is held in Castleton Hall on 

Monday afternoons from 1.30- 3.30pm.  All are  

welcome to join us, look out for the start up date on 

the notice boards. 

Children’s craft/fun mornings  are in the  

planning - to be held fortnightly on Saturdays, 

11am - 1pm.  If you are interested in volunteering 

to help with these please contact Carole Paterson 

0770 8001798.    

Birkwood Path Repairs  led by the ‘Mountains 

and the People’ team will be taking place 21 - 23 

September.  Additional local volunteers are sought 

to assist.  If you are interested in helping then get 

in touch with Rhi 07939 344182 

Community Garden has had a successful first 

year under the guidance of Allan Beedie from  

Balmoral.  A big crop of various salad leaves was 

harvested in July and has been replaced with new 

lettuce seedlings which should mature in  

September.  The main crops are just beginning to 

be harvested, including new potatoes, cauliflower, 

broccoli and broad beans.  Carrot, beetroot and 

onions are maturing nicely and for winter we have 

kale, cabbage and chard.  We have been given a 

shed and a sundial; both are in place.  There has 

been a primary school visit and an evenings help 

from the Explorer Scouts to plant fruit bushes.  

Looking ahead to next year, we may add some  

manure over the winter and will certainly consider 

what else we can grow and what we can do better!  

If you are a member, do pop in and take some  

produce, even if you haven’t had time yet to do any 

work, and if you’re not a member - do consider  

joining us next year for sociable gardening, healthy 

food and cheap eating!  - contact Dave Sherrard. 

Community Update: 

Panto time!  This year will see the 25th Braemar 

Panto (in the current series).  All those who wish to 

be involved, either on stage or back stage, please 

step forward!  Forms can be collected from the 

Braemar Pharmacy & Newsagent.  
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Braemar Community 

Tennis Courts?     Rhi Turner 

 Do you have a passion for  

tennis?  Did you play tennis on these 

historic courts?  Are you  

interested in helping to secure two  

new tennis courts for Braemar and  

establishing a community tennis club?  

Then read on: 

 

 The Braemar Outdoor Group 

has been working over the last year to 

progress the building of two  tennis 

courts opposite the Golf Club at the 

site of the old courts which were in use 

until circa 1975.  Indeed, the old  

pavilion is still standing, albeit in need 

of some repair.  Much has been achieved already with the lease, architect’s plans, and club constitution 

drafted.  These developments were shared at a meeting in the Village Hall in early July and the  

enthusiasm of the 15 present was very encouraging.  It was agreed that additional help is now urgently 

required to progress the project through the fundraising and building stages and that a further meeting and 

more publicity was required.   A meeting will therefore be held later in September/early October, date to be 

publicised very soon. The Group will be looking for enthusiastic individuals to form a Braemar Community 

Tennis Club Committee to help bring this project to fruition.  

 In the meantime, if you are a keen tennis player, experienced fundraiser, or just interested in getting 
involved in this community project, please contact Rhi at skiing.rhi@gmail.com 

Braemar Care Initiative   

 

 The Braemar Care Steering Group held a workshop in 

May to help identify the best organisational structure to meet 

our aims.  We have encountered a few hurdles: recent  

changes in employment law have meant another look at how 

we interact with the Aberdeenshire Health and Social Care 

Partnership;   funding constraints (the bid to Cairngorm 

LEADER was rejected for this round) have made us consider 

more closely how we make the project more sustainable so 

as to do away with the need for endless grant applications. 

 In early August, there were a couple of events to recruit 

and inform people who wanted to be carers and as a result, 

Braemar Care is now in the process of arranging care for a 

Braemar resident from a Braemar resident!  Carers will be self

-employed and will be employed directly by the person they 

are caring for with assistance from Cornerstone using a  

system called ‘Self Directed Support’.  Braemar Care will  

recruit and match carers with those requiring care and will  

facilitate complementary voluntary activities alongside this. 

 If you would like to become a carer or a volunteer, or if 

you are in need of care or support - then contact  

admin@braemarcare.com or Sandra 07585 80042  

 Braemar Care Initiative was delighted to be presented with a cheque for £300 from Zan (and her 

daughter,Joyce) from donations received on the occasion of her 90th birthday (photo above).  

The tennis courts at the Golf Club in their heyday  c.1926.  Photo by kind 

permission of Charles McHardy. 

mailto:skiing.rhi@gmail.com
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Knitternatter  Rosy Wood 
 

 We've been very busy knitting this 
year.  October is just around the corner 
and we're nearly ready for this years BCAF  
installation.  The bridge will have  a  
country meadow scene re-using the 2015 
flowers with small woodland creatures and 
trees.  For the trail we will be hunting trolls! 
There will be some pretty scary monsters 
for the children to find around the village. 
Lastly, the tree sweaters were installed at 
the castle in July and are looking rather 
fabulous!  Thanks to everyone who has 
knitted a row or more... 
 Knitter natter meets weekly in  
Kindrochit Court, Tuesdays 2-4pm, all  
welcome. 
October 6-31st, St Margaret’s is hosting celestial terrestrial, an exhibition inspired by Johann Von Lamont, 
Inverey native and Astronomer Royal of Bavaria.  Paintings by Karen Beattie, a soundscape by Andrew 
Braidwood and fibre sculptures by Rosy Wood will be installed in the transept.  Open daily, free entry. 

Welcome to Samba 

band Marramba’  

by  Marilyn Baker 

 

 I think that most residents will 

have heard the rhythms of Marramba 

spreading through the streets of our 

village by now.  Braemar’s latest band 

consists of 15 women, a clatter of 

drums and a bunch of sticks.  If you 

haven’t tried it, Samba drumming is 

great for body and soul, providing  

exercise, camaraderie and lots of fun.  

If you need a stress buster (see also 

the editorial page 2!) this is it.  Although we are a new band and still learning the techniques, we’ve been 

lucky enough to be allowed to perform in public several times.  We were even invited to accompany the 

Braemar Piping Association Band one Sunday, which was a great honour and privilege (see photo 

above).  If any of you are interested in ‘having a go’ there will be a couple of free ‘drop in and try’  

drumming sessions during the Braemar Creative Arts Festival. 

 

Braemar Creative Arts Festival 

Wed 18 - Sun 22 October 

 Accompanying this issue of the Buzzard is the 

now familiar looking Festival brochure.  We hope that 

you will find the classes and events of 2017 of inter-

est.  We are bringing back many tutors by popular  

demand, but also delighted to announce several new 

tutors and classes - including song writing, weaving 

and breadmaking to name but a few.  You can book 

via the tear-off slip in the brochure or go online 

www.braemarcreativearts.co.uk   Be aware that some 

classes only take a few participants and fill up quickly, 

so book early to avoid disappointment. 
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Blairglass Farmhouse    by Katy Fennema 

 Nestled in a hollow, and looking over to Glen Gairn, is 

the farmhouse of Blairglass.  It was one of the last houses in 

the Gairnsheil area to be occupied.  The front door was  

finally locked in the 1980s and as a result, Blairglass is still in 

good condition.  This area was occupied from the 15th  

century, although the farm and steading buildings you see 

now are from the 19th century.  Blairglass translates as 

green open moor - the weather is not afraid to leave its mark 

here, and sadly it claimed the life of one of Blairglass’  

visitors.  Up on the hill behind the farmhouse is a cairn to the 

memory of Meggie McAndrew who died in the snow walking from Gairnsheil to Blairglass. 

 The 1851 census lists the Michies as residents at Blairglass.  Alexander is 29 and his wife,  

Elizabeth from Crathie is 27.  Alexander’s occupation is a labourer - they must have been long days, and 

with eleven children to look after, I imagine they often retired to bed truly exhausted.  In 1851 they  

already had three children, Jane - seven, James - five and Alexander - three.  Elizabeth would have  

woken early to start her days at Blairglass.  Milking cows, feeding the pigs and poultry and then straight 

on to making breakfast.  After finishing the washing, cleaning and cooking it is likely she would have 

started on a wheel, spinning the wool from their own sheep.  The subsequent dyeing must have  

produced very pretty clothes, and most women in Gairnsheil would have been proficient at dyeing using 

mainly vegetable dyes which they would have gathered locally.  Most of the farmland at Blairglass was 

hill pasture for their black faced sheep - they were hardy animals and the most profitable stock.  

 The Michie’s closest neighbours lived at Renatton, half a mile away.  MacDonald of Renatton was 

a laird and from Blairglass you can see his burial ground, surrounded by fir trees.  The laird of Skellater, 

Strathdon, sent his son Ian Forbes to live at Renatton as the nearby school had a good reputation.  At its 

height, the school was attended by sixty children and Mr Coutts made sure they were well schooled in 

the three Rs.  During the winter months, each pupil would bring a peat to keep the fire burning.  Mrs  

Farquharson of Invercauld would come each year to give prizes to the best scholars.  Ian excelled later 

in life, becoming the military governor of Rio de Janeiro. 

 There are two structures at Blairglass of particular interest - both are in remarkably good condition.  

The first, a cheese press, built into the wall. To make cheese, milk would first be separated into curds 

and whey.  The curds were then pressed into a mould which would remove further whey and bind the 

cheese together.  This was then put into the press, with the height of its weight adjustable to control the 

pressure used and to allow additional cheeses to be added.  

The second structure is a lime kiln. This lime kiln was 

listed in 1869 and would have been a common sight in the area.  

Lime was used to neutralize acidic soils and to increase crop   

production.  Kilns were constructed with an outer shell and an  

inner enclosure, with rubble filling the gap between the two. The 

diameter of the chimney could be changed by covering some or 

part of it, and this controlled the speed of burning.  Limestone 

would be placed in the kiln and layered with fuel.  Quite            

extraordinary temperatures of 1000 ºC were often reached and the 

resulting carbon dioxide and sulphur that were released proved to be a heady combination.  The task 

was carried out in the winter months when there was less work to be done on the farm.  Workers would 

often sleep next to the kiln, tempted by the warm temperatures - a risky business with the combination of 

the noxious fumes and high heat.  After three days, the fire would eventually be spent and quicklime 

would be left.  Quicklime is not only a very unstable substance, but it is also highly corrosive, so after 

raking the lime, it would be left in heaps to absorb rainwater which would partly neutralize it, before being 

spread on the fields.  Getting it to the fields was often the dangerous part, as it ran the risk of            

spontaneously bursting into flames or corroding the carts that took it down there.  Once spread, its      

effects could last from three to twelve years.  By the mid 19th century small scale production of quicklime 

became less popular and instead limestone would be transported by rail to larger scale kilns.  Limited 

access to Glen Gairn meant that kilns continued to be used for a little longer.    

I can highly recommend a walk to Blairglass. The area feels magical, and in the silence it's easy 

to imagine the lives of the people who lived there. 

 

 

 

Blairglass lime kiln 

Blairglass farmhouse 
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St Margarets Project    Pete Mulvey 

 We have just completed the busiest ever summer of events at  
St Margarets and the project is now beginning to generate its own  
momentum with artists regularly approaching us, wishing either to play 
or to exhibit their art in the building.  While it has not been possible for 
us to accommodate all of them this year we have been able to ensure 
a consistently high standard of performance over a wide variety of  
genres.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who 
have taken the time to complete our evaluation sheets at these events 
- giving us both positive encouragement and valuable feedback to consider for future events. 
 In July the Fitkin Wall ‘One Fine Day’ mini-festival was a great success and one which we hope to 
repeat next year - possibly over a longer period of time and staged in a number of venues around the  
village.  We are extremely grateful to The Fife Arms Hotel and Iwan and Manuela Wirth whose support 
made attracting performers of that stature possible for us. 
 As well as trying to save an important building the St Margarets project is aimed at bringing people 
in to the village to spend time and money here and, when our events are now receiving previews - and 
rave reviews - in national publications such as the Glasgow Herald, we must be on course to succeeding 
with that objective.  Along with the events now being produced in the Village Hall, The Gallery,The Castle 
and in the Creative Arts Festival, Braemar is creating a reputation for itself nation-wide, not only as a  
wonderful outdoor centre, but also as a place where both locals and visitors will find extremely high quality 
entertainment of a standard not usually found in such a small community.  Videos of most of our past  
performances can now be seen on YouTube by Googling the Braemar Media and Braemar Community 
public Facebook sites. 
 Yet to come, this November we hope to trial another first for St Margarets by bringing ‘Fat Suit’ here 
as part of their Scotland–wide tour.  They are a Glasgow-based jazz band who recently won the best Jazz 
band in Scotland and the best Scottish Jazz album of the year awards – so an exciting prospect to look 
forward to!  For all our forthcoming events see the ‘what’s on’ section on the last page of this edition. 

Mar Lodge Summer Update Andrew Painting 
 

You may have seen that Mar Lodge Estate has been designated as a National Nature Reserve 

(NNR). We’re absolutely delighted! National Nature Reserves are the very best places in the country for 

nature, and for the people that come to enjoy it.  We also have the honour of being the largest NNR in 

the country, and by some margin.  Mar Lodge Estate is almost twice as large as the next biggest NNR, 

and is over 4,000 times larger than the smallest, Corrieshalloch, which happens to be another National 

Trust for Scotland property. There’ll be an official ‘naming ceremony’ coming soon. 

David Frew and Shaila Rao scored a fun field trip to this year’s Highland Show to pick up a    

prestigious prize for the estate.  We came in joint-first in the new native woodlands category of Scotland’s 

Finest Woods Award, tying with Carrifran Wildwood in the Moffat Hills.  We’re chuffed to have all the hard 

work we’ve put in to our woodland regeneration recognised with this prestigious award.  Some of the 

team will be heading down to Carrifran in October to see what we can learn from our joint-winners. 

Last year we played host to our first breeding pair of hen harriers in  

living memory, and tagged one chick, Harriet, with a satellite tag.  Harriet has 

done fantastically well. After spending the winter in the Lake District she briefly 

returned to Mar Lodge, before settling down in Perthshire. We were hoping 

that hen harriers would return to breed again, and so we were thrilled to have a 

pair of harriers ‘sky-dancing’ above the estate this spring.  Having closely  

monitored their progress through the summer, we once again teamed up with 

RSPB to fit one of their two chicks with a satellite tag.  These extremely clever, 

extremely lightweight pieces of kit do absolutely no harm to the birds and are 

providing scientists with fantastic data.  An online poll voted for the tagged bird 

to be named Calluna, which is Latin for heather.  We’ll be keeping a close eye 

on where she goes and what she gets up to.  Hen harriers are declining across 

the country, so we are delighted to have them here on our estate and to be contributing to their          

conservation. 

Our stalking team are busy with a fully booked stag season.  NTS is committed to open access for 

all of our visitors, so we allow open access to all of the estate throughout the stalking season.  However, 

if you are planning a walk on the estate and are worried about disturbing stalking activities then please 

do give us a call on 01339 720164. 
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Braemar Local History Group (BLHG) 

Underground Bunker - Plaque unveiling 
Doug Bruce 

 

 The Group became aware that Braemar had two unusual  

military sites close to the village.  The first was a World War II  

Listening Post and the second an Underground Bunker dating 

from the Cold War. 

 The Listening Post is located below Tomintoul Farm and the 

Underground Bunker near the Duck Pond at the top of Chapel 

Brae.  The Braemar Local History Group decided to mark each  

location with an explanatory plaque so as to remind people of the 

existence of these unusual sites.  

 The Listening Post, which was manned every day throughout 

the Second World War, was established to allow local volunteers to 

co-ordinate the movement of aircraft about the area.  There being no 

radar available volunteers were trained to identify the noise created 

by different aircraft and to report their observations to the authorities.  

Many lives were saved by their activities.  (An extract from the  

diaries of Peter Lyon Nicol, published in issue 31 of the Buzzard, December 2013  - and still available 

online -  describes what it was like to be in the Royal Observer Corps, operating from this post.  Ed.) 

  

 The Underground Bunker was built as the 

threat of Nuclear War intensified in the mid 1950s. The 

Royal Observer Corps sought out volunteers from the 

local area to operate the post and it was in  

operation from 1953 until decommissioning in 1987.   

The Bunker’s main role was that in the event of a  

nuclear attack, the volunteers would monitor the  

resulting levels of radiation fallout.  The photograph 

above shows the unveiling of the plaque at the bunker 

by Captain Mark Nicolson of Mar Estate at a ceremony 

held on Thursday 17th August 2017 in front of a large 

gathering of interested spectators including a number 

of former members of the Royal Observer Corps. 

 

Photo above:  view from the inside of 

the Underground Bunker.  The Bunker 

is entered via a steep ladder then 

through the door visible at the back of 

the photo. 

Photo right:  the Plaque - which can 

be seen attached to a post at the back 

of the ’duck pond’ car park. 

Photographs courtesy of John  

Macpherson 

 

 

In other BLHG news:  the Programme of historical walks around Braemar (Tuesday afternoons @ 

3pm and Wednesday evenings @ 8pm) have proved to be very popular.  (If you’ve not been on one of 

these walks, I would highly recommend going along to one before the end of the season! Ed.)  The newly 

published brochure ‘A Walk Through The History of Braemar’ has also proved a great ‘hit’ - you can pick 

up a copy at the Tourist Information Centre.   
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In Brief…. 
Kindrochit Brooch 

Photo right: is of a stone which Michel Brat has carved for Kindrochit  
Castle.  It is a representation of the Kindrochit Brooch which was found in 
the prison cell of the castle during excavations in 1920.  It is a late 15th 
century silver-gilt Highland brooch, actual size 88mm diameter, which is 
now held in the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. The inscription 
around the perimeter is in Blundered French and translates as 'I am in 
place of a friend' - an intriguing item to be discovered in a prison cell! 
 
A replica of the brooch is awarded annually at the Gathering to the best  
Local Girl Dancer in the 9 to12 years aged group.  

Corriemulzie Hydro Project 

Photo above: One of the new interpretation boards - this one is at the primary intake (photo right), there’s 

another at the turbine house.  If you haven’t been for a walk up Corriemulzie lately go and admire the 

boards and the newly planted tree enclosures.  For members of the Braemar Community  Hydro Scheme, 

there will be an AGM coming up in September. 

Braemar’s G7 ukulele group supporting  

Ballater’s Victoria Week  -and if you too would like to 

take up ukulele (or simply come and help out with the singing!) 

then the Moorfield on a Friday night is the place to be…. 

Creag Choinnich  

Nature Trail 
 

Fund raising is going well and is 

now close to target.  Plans are to 

install the posts and interpretation 

panel in the autumn.  The final part 

of the fund raising will be for the 

trail maps and one way in which 

locals can help with this is by using 

your Co-op membership.  If you log 

onto the Co-op website 

www.coop.co.uk  by selecting the  

Nature Trail as your Local project of 

choice, a small  

percentage of what 

you spend will help 

fund the trail. 
Sarah Hubbard 
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Please fill in, tear out and return to Braemar Pharmacy by Oct 12 
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In Brief ... 

Pictured left:  ‘Wheesht’. The Braemar  

community choir,  in concert on Sunday 

19th August in the village hall.  The  

programme was wide ranging - spiritual, 

musicals to modern pop music  - and also 

included solos and duets.   Well done to 

Wheest!, choir leader, Sue Sherrard, and 

David Frew on keyboard.  

Photo above action at the Braemar & Crathie Church 

Summer Club  (31 July - 4 Aug), 30 children took part 

in total and it was deemed a huge success.  The Co-

op kindly donated drinks and snacks.  More fun is to 

be had each week at Messy Sunday School (Parish 

Church @ 0945) and look out for Messy Harvest on 

Sat 7 October in Castleton Hall, 10-12. 

In other church news:   

• work will shortly commence on the leaky church 

roof and tower following receipt of a grant of 

£100,000 from Listed Places of Worship Scheme 

• Anyone wishing to use the Community Office as a 

meeting space (a venue which is proving quite 

popular) should contact Pat Thomson or Simon 

Blackett. 

 

Come and watch a live demonstration of how the 

Emergency Services deal with a serious road traf-

fic collision along with the opportunity to speak to 

the Emergency crews and view the equipment 

and vehicles.  Free event but over 16s only.  

Pictured right:  ‘The Blaeberries’  - band 

of choice for the family ceilidh on Friday  

25th August in the village hall!  Lots of 

dancing, fabulous food and great fun (and 

of course brilliant music!)  The event was 

held to raise money for the Creag 

Choinnich nature trail (see more on  

page 8).   
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Braemar Castle     Georgina Errington 
 

 In this our tenth year of the community running the 
Castle, our headline has to be our new record!  On 
Wednesday 9th August we broke our previous best of 
216 visitors in one day with a new total of 270!  Hard 
work for all concerned but a great achievement.  Castle 
numbers have been consistently good across the  
season with many more overseas visitors and numbers 
are up by 20% to date.  Along with an increase in US 
and European visitors, we’ve welcomed a number of 
Russian groups this year and with our summer students, 
Anna Martelli, Laura Falkiner and Weronika Aleksander 
speaking Italian and Russian we’ve been able to offer 
very well received tailored tours. 
 We’ve had a busy Events programme with the 

Craig Choinnich Hill race again attracting a strong entry.  

The ever-popular Murder Mysteries this year had a very 

“local” feel featuring Mr and Mrs Crackett as well as a 

neighbour from across the Atlantic, Mr Ronald Bump and were, as usual, sold out.  Well done to Susie 

Farquharson for her maiden script. 

 The Highland Fling was again a great success with over 500 visitors and gave another chance to 

celebrate 10 years of community operation.  The Earl of Mar (Colin Wight) and sword cut a wonderful 

Castle shaped cake, kindly baked for us by Isla Robertson which we were then able to share with our  

visitors.  Meanwhile the Knitwits had yarn-bombed our trees! which has been a great source of interest to 

our visitors.  We enjoyed a most entertaining Edwardian dinner hosted by Princess Dolgorouki (Maureen 

Kelly) with dramatic content from Invercauld archive and bothy ballads wonderfully sung by Ian Brown.  

The flute and guitar duo Boyle Klofver returned for an evening concert and we hosted a pre-Edinburgh  

Festival Fringe performance of Tales of the Eerie and Mysterious with Cantrip Teasel. 

 Alongside all the front of house activity there has also been much going on behind the scenes.  By 
the time you read this, hopefully our Crowdfunding target of £10k will have been achieved and duly  
doubled by Heritage Lottery Fund to £20k, thanks to everyone for their contributions.  Having reached 
£5K, the match funding is secured and preparatory work has now begun on analysis of the harling on the 
curtain wall.  By the end of August, we will also have the final Visitor Experience report from Jura  
consultants.  This information will all feed into funding applications over the next 6 months or so to  
Historic Environment Scotland and Heritage Lottery Fund.  The re-harl of the Castle is a huge challenge 
and will take a number of years to pull off but with Fund raiser/Project manager Matt Halliday working 
closely with the expertise of Heritage consultant Ian Davidson, we’re confident we will get there. 

Cutting the anniversary ‘Castle’ cake! 

Sandpiper Wildcat Responders  

 The Sandpiper Trust is a Charity based in Scotland working towards 

improving healthcare provision in the pre-hospital environment, particularly 

in remote and rural areas.  The Sandpiper Wildcat Project is based in  

Grampian and aims to improve survival rates of individuals suffering a  

cardiac arrest.  On average 370 people suffer a cardiac arrest in Grampian 

each year and only 18 survive.  Every minute after a cardiac arrest without intervention decreases a  

patients chance of survival by10%.  Early CPR and early Defibrillation can make a difference especially in 

remote and rural areas where there is not an ambulance located nearby. 

 The Sandpiper Wildcat have trained a small team of cardiac responders in Braemar and issued 

them with a defibrillator and they take it in turns to be ‘on call’.  Should an ambulance be called for  

someone suffering from a cardiac arrest they are notified and will attend to try and improve the chances of  

survival of the patient whilst an ambulance is on route.  The Cardiac Responders together with Braemar’s 

other emergency services, (GP, First Responders and the Ambulance Service) aim to reach a patient as 

quickly as possible in the vital first few minutes following a cardiac arrest.    

 If you would like to become a Cardiac Responder please contact admin@sandpiperwildcat.co.uk 

You will need to be over 18, have a full driving licence, undergo a PVG scheme check, attend regular 

training sessions and be available to be on call in the village.  If you have any questions about what is  

involved being a local Cardiac Responder, do talk to Duncan Mcneill, Aimi Blueman or Katy Fennema. 

mailto:admin@sandpiperwildcat.co.uk
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Orienteering in Braemar  
by Sarah Dunn 
  

 At the beginning of August the  

biennial Scottish 6-Day Orienteering 

Festival came to Braemar with Day 4 of 

the event hosted at Creag Choinnich. 

The event regularly attracts over 3,000 

participants from across the UK, Europe 

and beyond and is a flagship event on 

the Scottish orienteering calendar.  

Some 35 different courses are planned 

to set an appropriate challenge for all 

ages and abilities, and with start times 

spread over a 4 hour period, the 3,000 

are dispersed widely across the forest. 

 The weather gods were smiling on Deeside for most of the 6-Day week and the day at Creag 

Choinnich was no exception, with especially stunning views from the high start point.  The area included 

an extension of the previous orienteering map onto the summit of Carn nan Sgliat and its steep slopes to 

the north.  However, only the longest and toughest courses visited these areas, whilst those planned for 

the oldest (over 85s) and youngest (under 10s) stayed within the main Creag Choinnich plantation.  

Runners who orienteered carefully into controls on the steep slopes were rewarded where others lost a lot 

of time from their errors.  All found the rough highland terrain a tough physical challenge. 

 Linked to the Scottish 6-Day event and the British Orienteering Championships (which will be held at 

Balmoral next spring) I have been working on a project funded by Cairngorm Leader to provide  

opportunities for the local community to get involved in orienteering.  Over the past year I have worked 

with Braemar School and the local scout group to offer various experiences and opportunities to give the 

sport a try and now I would like to extend this opportunity to adults in the community.  So...if you would 

like to give Orienteering a try, four sessions are scheduled in Braemar for Monday September 18th 

and October 2nd, 9th & 16th from 1030 - 1200.  The first session  will start from the gate into Creag 

Choinnich off Hillside Drive.  No specific equipment is required and it’s up to you whether you want to run 

or walk.  To take part simply contact Sarah Dunn sarah@scottish-orienteering.org 013398 84447   

Braemar Golf Club: 
A remarkable achievement       Dave Till, Steward 

 

 This years club championship took place over the 
weekends of the 29th July and the 5th August with 
winners Sandy Pirie in the scratch and Oliver Till in the  
handicap section.  Sandy aged 75, a former Walker cup 
player beat Paul Black in a closely fought encounter having 
previously beaten Gregor Dick in another close match in his 
semi finals.  The remarkable achievement comes some 60 
years after his first Club Championship when at the aged of 
just 15 he won at Hazelhead.  Sandy, a true gentleman and 
former Scottish International playing between 1966-1975 
played for Great Britain and Ireland against the United 
States at Royal St Georges in Kent in the 1967 Walker Cup. 
 Oliver Till, aged 16, beat Ian Hill in the handicap  
section semi finals and Steve McKay in the final.  Oliver who 
is still a junior has come through the junior section at  
Braemar and plays regularly in the men’s competitions.  He 
is seen in the photograph with Sandy before they go out for 
a round where he hopes to learn more skills and course  
management.  This meant that the oldest and youngest competitors in the club championships took the 
honours in 2017 which is a very unusual feat and shows that golf is very much for all ages! 
 The club welcomes new members and is currently offering a reduced membership for the remainder 
of the season - alternatively you can just come along, hire some clubs and have a go.  There are  
members and coaches available who will take you out if you are interested.  
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 Fife Arms Update  www.thefifearms.com           FedericaBertolini   
 

 Following the removal of the scaffolding, The Fife Arms has its familiar and beautiful façade back on 
show with repointed stonework and freshly painted windows.  At the back, the new build is progressing to 
plan and will be completed before the colder weather returns.  The plant room will be fully functioning  
before the winter sets in and the new heating system will be fired up to warm the entire building - the  
contractors are quite looking forward to this! 
 Since we started to promote our job vacancies through the website and printed brochure, we have 
received several applications.  The response has been very encouraging and includes local residents as 
well as others who have a connection with the village and are dreaming of moving here or returning after 
being away.  Our focus is to recruit locally as much as possible, but we are also excited to welcome new 
people to the village.  For staff that may be relocating, an essential part of our recruitment strategy is to 
provide staff accommodation and for this reason we have purchased Schiehallion and Mayfield and have 
put in a planning application for the site behind the Cooperative.  We will be having two Open Days in the 
autumn on Wednesday 20th September and Wednesday 22nd November.  We invite you all to visit the site 
office on these dates to find out about future opportunities at The Fife Arms. 

Continuing the series of recipes from ‘eateries’ in the 

village….. 

The Moorfield Hotel’s 

Spanish Lamb Stew 
 

3lb diced leg of lamb 

1 red onion chopped 

2 tbsp. minced garlic 

2 tbsp. smoked paprika 

1/2 tsp hot paprika 

2 tsp ground cumin 

3/4 bottle Spanish Rioja wine 

400 ml beef stock 

3 tbsp. tomato puree 

2 tsp lemon juice 

3 red peppers 

3 tbsp. chopped capers 
 

 Sprinkle lamb with salt and pepper and 

cook in a large pot on the hob with olive oil until 

the lamb is browned.  Cook the lamb in batches 

to avoid sweating the lamb.  Set the lamb aside 

once browned. 

 Heat some more olive oil in the pan, add 

onions and cook over a medium heat for 5 

minutes then add garlic, paprika and cumin, cook 

for a further 2-3 minutes.  Add the wine and stock 

and bring to the boil, add tomato puree and 

browned lamb, reduce heat to low and cook  

covered for 90 minutes.  Add lemon juice and 

continue to cook for a further 45-60 minutes.  Add 

more stock if required. 

 Meanwhile heat oven to 200ºC, place red 

peppers on a baking tray and cook for 15-20 

mins until the peppers are charred.  Once the 

peppers are cool, scrape off some of the skin 

leaving some charred skin remaining, chop  

peppers into thick chunks and add capers.  Add 

peppers and capers to pan with 20-30 mins  

remaining left to cook.  Serve with roast potatoes, 

cauliflower and broccoli. 
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These photos are all signs you can spot 

around the village - or can you?!!  Where 

are they?  (answers upside down below). 

Where are these signs?..... 
 

1. Cluniebank Road, near the river, award 

yourself extra points if you spot a red squir-

rel too! 

2. Broombank Terrace outside the water 

works.  SV stands for ’Service Valve’  (or 

sometimes referred to as a ‘Sluice Valve’), 

it’s a valve used to control water flow 

3. Cluniebank Road, again, extra points if you 

spot a person delivering coal! 

4. Cluniebank Road, very important sign for 

fishermen 

1 3 4 2 

•   

•   

•   

•    

Exclusively designed Camping Pods now available 

Sleeps up to 4 with heating & comfortable mattresses   

mini-fridge, microwave & kettle too 

Glenshee Road, Braemar, Aberdeenshire, AB35 5YQ  

E: info@braemarcaravanpark.co.uk    T: 01339 741 373 

 

Welcome back to all the Braemar Primary 
School children!  This year there are 6 pupils 
in the Nursery; 17 pupils in P1-4; 16 pupils in 
P5-7.  We hope that we will see some of 
their stories and pictures in the next issue 
of the Buzzard.  

 

Cairngorm Nature Young 

Presenter Competition is 

now open! 

The search is on for a young person with a passion 

for nature to go on location and make a film about 

amazing wildlife.  You need to be 10-16 years old 

and to put together a nature film, 30-60 seconds 

long.  The competition closing date is October 31st.  

You can win a holiday with your family in the  

Cairngorms National Park and spend a whole day 

with a BBC nature presenter, picking up tips and 

making a short film.   Full details at 

www.cairngorms.co.uk/caring-future/cairngorms-

nature-2/young-presenter-competition 

 

mailto:info@braemarcaravanpark.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20website
tel:01339741373


Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 46 -  Sept  2017

16 

What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Sept 11 Mon Jeffrey Lewis (solo acoustic guitar) and friends, 

Braemar Gallery, 7.30 pm, £10 

Sept 16-23 CNPA ‘Wee Walks’ Week.  More information 

www.cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore 

Sept 17 Sun Crash Live, Village Hall 1.30pm.  Over 16s only.  More 

info page 11 

Sept 18  First of 4 orienteering ‘taster’ sessions.  More 

information Sarah 013398 84447 (see also page 13) 

Sept 21-23  Birkwood path repairs, volunteers needed 

Rhi 07939 344182 

Sept 22 –24 Tarland Food & Music Festival  

www.tarland.org.uk/food-music-day 

Sept 27 Wed Community Consultation on Village Parking, Village Hall 

Sept 29 Fri Braemar’s Got Talent, Village Hall, 7.30pm.  More     

information Marilyn 41225 

Oct 7 Sat Messy Harvest, Castleton Hall 1000-1200, free         

event for families 

Oct 8  Sun Clash of the Titans - walk with Mar Lodge Rangers to 

witness deer rutting.  More information and booking    

013397 20164.  Other dates available 

Oct 15 Sun BLHG Film night with Colin Wight, Village Hall 

Oct 18-22 Braemar Creative Arts Festival 

www.braemarcreativearts.co.uk    Workshops in music, 

art, craft, drama plus full programme of evening events. 

Oct 20 Fri Concert at St Margaret’s (renowned concert pianist and 

cellist) 7pm 

Oct 26 Thurs Music with Salthouse, Braemar Gallery, 7.30pm, £7.50 

Oct 28 Sat Auction in aid of the Christmas Panto, Village Hall, 2pm 

Nov 12 Sun Christmas Sale, St Andrew’s RC church 

Nov 19/20 Sat/

Sun 

Dee & Don Ceilidh Collective traditional music  

weekend, Lonach Hall, Strathdon.  Workshops,  

sessions, ceilidh.  More info on facebook  

Nov 24 Fri Music with Enchanted Tales, Braemar Gallery, 8pm, £8 

Dec 1 Fri St Andrew’s Day concert, St Andrew’s RC Church 

6.30pm.  Music, song, dance, poetry refreshments 

Dec 3 Sun Crathie Opportunity Holidays Fundraising Lunch & 

Auction at Balmoral  013397 42100 for more info 

Aberdeenshire  

Recycling 
 

Do you know exactly what 

you can put in your recycle 

bin?  Aberdeenshire Council 

produce a special leaflet 

(which can also be down-

loaded online at 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk) 
  

The answer is that a huge 

amount of our waste can be 

put into the blue topped  

recycle bins (that is aside 

from glass which needs to 

be taken to glass recycling 

points).  Most  

plastic items can 

now be recycled - 

that includes things 

like yoghurt pots, 

plastic fruit punnets, plastic 

meat trays (all washed of 

course).  What can’t be  

recycled  is the plastic  

cellophane used to 

seal these  

containers.  Aerosol 

cans (deodorant 

spray and the like) are also 

OK for the blue bin.  
 

There is a special uplift  

service for large and bulky 

items.  Call Wasteline to pay 

and book your uplift  

03456 081207 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next (Xmas!) edition Monday Friday Nov 11th  2017 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page.  Contact Maggie MacKay 41245 

 Village Bin Collections 

Tuesdays 
 

 

Wheelie Bin 

Sept. 12th,26th  

Oct 10th; 24th 

Nov 7th, 21st  
 

Recycling 

Sept. 5th, 19th 

Oct 3rd, 17th; 31st 

Nov 14th; 28th 


