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www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

To find out what’s happening in Braemar on a day to day basis check out the Braemar Community 

Calendar link:   
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29  
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The three months since our last  

edition have certainly been interest-

ing!   Everything open, Braemar  

buzzing and then nearly everything 

(with some notable exceptions - thank 

you!) shut.  What has struck me in my 

adventure as the deputy editor is 

what a lot of community activity is  

ongoing, and how much of it is for the 

benefit of others.  This edition of the 

Braemar Buzzard is jam-packed with 

news and activities of all sorts.  

Fiona Hunter 

Wartime Braemar 

Remembrance Day 2020 was memorable in Braemar not only as 

the year when outdoor parades and commemorations were 

banned but also for the launch of a new booklet Wartime  

Braemar.  Sales have so exceeded expectations that the booklet 

has already gone to reprint.  The booklet has sparked a lot of  

responses and memories.  Go to Page 3 to read more about how 

it came about. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Colin Hunter 

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Richard Baker  

013397 41225.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery, and the newsagent/

pharmacy.  The Buzzard is funded by advertising 

and donations - donation tins are at all these outlets 

for any very welcome contribution towards costs. 

(Thank you Cappu ladies for your kind donation.) 

  

The Braemar Buzzard tries to reflect the variety of 

activities in the village and keep us all informed.  I 

keep our edition stuck on the kitchen notice board 

and I am sure I am not alone!  In taking on the role 

of Editor for this edition, I have been really struck by 

the amount of time people give from organizing and 

formatting the adverts to distributing the new edition 

and all roles in between.  I am also extremely  

grateful to everyone who has written a contribution; 

it all really makes a difference.  Many thanks  

especially go to Liz for all her work as the usual  

Editor!       Fiona Hunter 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next edition:   

Friday February 26
th

 2021 
Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

 

 

Five reasons why 

there is no Christmas 

Nativity this year 
 

1.    Three Wise Men face a travel ban 

2.    Shepherds have been furloughed 

3.    Inn shut under Tier 3 regulations 

4.    Santa not working as he’s breaking the 

Rule of six with all his reindeer 

5.    As for Rudolph – well with that red nose he   

should be isolating and getting tested!! 

 

How can we help you? 

Do you need a Carer to visit you in  
your home….? 

 
Braemar Care can find a local carer  

to assist you 
 

Our volunteers can also offer help including: 
    

• Shopping 
• Driving you to an appointment 
• Calling you for a chat 
• Joining you on a walk 

 
 

If you, or someone you know, needs some 
support this winter  

Please call Susie at Braemar Care 

 0793 6362724 

susie@braemarcare.com  

Fed’s & Ros’ taste of Christmas 2020   

Sunday 20
th

 December  

11am-3pm at taste inside & out! 
 

Thoughtful gifts and foodie treats handmade by 

Ros, Feds and friends. Celebrate and support  

local artisans and get what you need to give your 

Christmas that festive flurry! Other stalls will be  

visiting too.. please follow us on Facebook for  

updates.    

** All social distancing measures will be in  
place and facemasks must be worn ** 



Braemar Buzzard informing the community                                      Issue 59 -  Dec  2020

3 

Wartime Braemar 

 The research team, Fiona Hunter, my husband Tom and I, are often asked where we found the  

information and what were our feelings on writing the booklet.  Of course, we learned a lot from the  

internet and books.  Gratitude, however, sums up our response to the information and photos provided by 

family and friends in Braemar and beyond and by several archivists. 

 Frustration describes our feelings when trying to identify some of the ‘unknown’ names on the War 

Memorial.  The Commonwealth War Graves Commission and Forces War Records have lists of 

‘duplicate’ names, some of whom had no next of kin listed or no ‘Braemar’ identifier.  One very difficult 

WWI name to trace was Alexander McDonald (or Macdonald or MacDonald).  Great was Tom’s relief at 

eventually discovering a likely ‘Alex’ in Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.  An email to their  

Canadian archivist brought the disappointing news that this was not ‘our’ Alex.  She, however, kindly  

researched the Canadian archives and suggested a Sergeant in the 48th  Highlanders of Canada.  Our 

frustration turned to satisfaction.  He was ‘our’ Alex!  Horror was our feeling when researching the Second 

Battle of Ypres, where Alex died, to uncover graphic details 

of the effects of poison gas attacks on Alex and others  

before gas masks were supplied.  Soldiers were advised to 

urinate on socks or towels and use them as masks in the 

mistaken hope that this would neutralise the gas. 

 There were many moving stories, such as John Ewan 

whose death in sun-baked Sicily was witnessed by his best 

friend Davie Rose, positioned 

close by.  Other stories aroused 

anger at the needless disregard 

for life of some of the  

commanders. In December 

1943, the strong advice of the 

Met Office to cancel a planned 

night bombing raid over  

Germany because of severe fog  

expected when the planes returned was ignored.  Bob Stewart was one of the 

many killed in crash landings that night which became known as Black  

Thursday.  His body was returned for burial in Braemar cemetery. 

 Other feelings were roused when researching events in Braemar during 

the war years.  How surprised we were to find and visit the old Home Guard pillbox just above the Devil’s 

Elbow.  We will never pass now without looking up.  Equally surprising was to spot the remains of the 

Morrone Observation Post in a view of the village taken that morning from near Downie’s Cottage.  We  

remembered with vicarious pride the 2 wee girls who, every day before school in all weathers and  

temperatures, used to push a hurley with milk up Chapel Brae from the dairy to the men on duty there. 
 We shared a laugh at some of the  

amusing stories of Braemar – the ‘innocent’  

banjo bag belonging to a Belgian School child 

which was found to contain a revolver sold by a 

Commando to raise some funds at the end of his 

training in Braemar, and the suggestion of  

recruiting a team of local dogs ranging ‘from  

Alsatians to Pomeranians’ to pull a Commando 

sledge! 

 Researching and writing Wartime Braemar 

was a privilege, leaving unforgettable feelings 

and memories.  We hope that you, too, will learn 

more of the bravery and enterprise of those who 

gave so much during Wartime Braemar.     
                                             

Maureen Kelly 19 November 2020 

        

John Ewan 

Machine-gun corps in anti-gas  

helmets Image IWM CoIlection 

A very moving ‘read’ - great effort all round - get your copy 

now!      Liz Robertson 
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Clunie Cattery 

Open all year including the Festive Period. Small 
intimate cattery, a home from home for your  

precious pussies. 
 

Enquiries 
 

www.cluniecattery.co.uk  

e-mail susie@cluniecattery.com 

or phone Susie on 

07756843544 

Buzz Ads... 

 

Opening (restrictions allowing )  

with Snow Factory snow 

19th December 2020 

Hoping mother nature provides for us 

all 

 

Online ticketing and equipment hire 

www.ski-glenshee.co.uk 

Braemar Service  
Station 

Invercauld Road, 

 AB35 5YQ 

We would like to thank all our customers 

for their continued support throughout 

2020; it has been a difficult year. We wish 

everyone a very happy, peaceful Christmas 

and our best wishes for what we 

hope will be a better 2021. 

      Barry & Jo Morris  

         013397 41210 

http://www.cluniecattery.co.uk
mailto:susie@cluniecattery.com
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Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  

(mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 
 Nothing in the public sector is achieved by 

one person alone and one of my roles as your 

councillor and your National Park Board Member, 

is understanding who needs to be brought ‘to the 

table’ to get something done.  Stephen Archer 

Stephen, Director of Infrastructure Services at  

Aberdeenshire Council, is one of these people.  

Without his help, Kindrochit Castle would still be a 

heap of rubble instead of a smart visitor attraction, 

and without his input (alongside that of Structures 

Manager Donald Macpherson), we would not 

have an allocated budget for a new bridge at 

Gairnshiel.  Stephen Archer has announced he is 

to retire at the end of the year.  Braemar has 

much to be thankful to Stephen for and we wish 

him a long and happy retirement. 

 Fourteen years ago, John Macpherson, 

then the Chair of the Community Council, and I 

fought hard to save some sort of ambulance  

provision for the village.  A pretty unsatisfactory 

compromise was reached with first responders 

being drawn from our already stretched and very 

dedicated retained Fire and Rescue team.  The 

reason it is an unsatisfactory compromise is  

because while they can do many things, the one 

thing they can’t do is take people to hospital in 

an emergency situation.  We have recently sadly 

had cause to question this arrangement.   The 

Community Council has written to Scottish  

Ambulance Service and I have asked the  

Cabinet Secretary for an investigation.  Going 

forward, we need to find a way to reduce the risk 

here in Braemar. 

 I am sure I am not alone in hoping the  

temporary traffic lights at Invercauld Bridge are 

changed to permanent ones soon!  The  

temporary lights are unreliable and unsightly.  

For anyone stuck, there is a number on the 

back of the sign that you can ring to alert the 

contractors and that is probably the quickest way 

to get someone out.  The council has the  

necessary quotes for the permanent electrical 

connections but are still waiting for the traffic 

light contractors to provide a quote for the  

installation of the lights.  Hopefully it won’t be 

long. 

 On the CNPA front, the Local Development 

Plan (LDP) has been sent to Ministers for approval. 

You may be aware that the site to the north of the 

Invercauld Arms has been removed from the Plan 

by the Government Reporters.  Whilst there may be 

mixed views on this in the community, I feel very 

strongly that there was not proper consultation on 

the site.  We still have the community housing to 

build (up to 15 homes), there is the St. Andrew’s 

site, two sites up Chapel Brae… several plots 

around the village… how big do we want our village 

to be?  What views do we value?  Where do we 

want housing to be built?  Well that’s a discussion 

for the community in the next Main Issues report! 

 Every year our generous local estates donate 

venison, along with Balmoral garden vegetables, to 

bring the community in Upper Deeside together at 

Christmas.  Sadly it’s just not possible to hold a Pot 

Luck Lunch this year but there is food!  If anyone 

knows any one or family who are struggling for 

whatever reasons and whose lives might get a bit of 

a lift by some venison and tatties, please let me 

know and we will make sure their plates are full. 

 It’s been a difficult year for us all but our  

community spirit in Braemar is strong.  Let’s hope 

that 2021 is better and ‘Everything is Going to be All 

Right’!  Stay safe. 
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St Margaret’s Trust Braemar  Brian J Wood, Chair, 

St Margaret’s Trust 

 Four concerts are now available to enjoy on line in our series 

“Virtually St Margaret’s”.  Go to our website at 

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk and select the Gallery tab and you’ll 

find them all there and more.  The concerts feature performers from 

the North East and cover traditional Scottish songs, bagpipe music 

and modern jazz.  Plans are underway to record more concerts in St 

Margaret’s by the end of November and have them available on-line 

soon.  This project has been made possible by an £18,000 grant from 

Creative Scotland’s Performance Arts Venue Recovery Fund.  This 

has helped us re-engage our Programme Development Manager, 

Jane Smith, until the end of March and prepare a full programme of 

events throughout the rest of 2021. 

 Lots of visitors have flocked to the village since ‘Lockdown’ was 

lifted, looking for things to do.  St Margaret’s is a very large space and 

that has allowed us, safely, to open it to the public and display the Local History Group’s exhibition on the 

history of the village and St Margaret’s.  We also managed to host a wedding reception, all within Covid 

regulations of course! 

 Another wedding is planned for December and we will also accommodate Braemar Community 

Limited’s public consultation exercise on the proposed new housing development for Tomrichton Wood.  

We hope to have the annual Christmas Eve Watchnight Service in St Margaret’s too, if current  

restrictions allow. 

 Unfortunately, two of our long-standing Trustees have decided to leave us: Paula Gibson and  

Federica Bertollini.  We thank them for all their support and their considerable contributions to the  

success of the St Margaret’s Trust.  At our last meeting we welcomed new Trustee, Fergus Mutch to the 

Board. 

 Keep up to date with all that’s happening at St Margaret’s by visiting our website, 

www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk   

New Tourist Information Cabin  Pete Mulvey 

  

 As a village which attracts a large number of visitors each year, Braemar has 

been very badly affected by Visit Scotland’s decision to close their Tourist  

Information Centre in the Mews. 

 In the past, tourists have been able to obtain current information about the 

accommodation which is available in the area and to find out where they can eat or 

where to visit. Sadly, this is no longer available.  Braemar Tourism Group (BTG) has 

put in a huge amount of work to provide similar information ‘on line’ for those who research their holidays 

on Facebook or on official Web sites. 

 While these measures will be an enormous benefit for many potential visitors and for the  

businesses who rely on their custom, it was felt that a readily available source of ‘hardcopy’ information 

would still be welcomed by many others.  For this reason, the BGT are in process of installing a  

prefabricated cabin in the Mews which, although unmanned, will display the kind of brochures, menus, 

maps and general information which visitors previously used to get from the TIC. 

 The necessary Building Consents for this have been obtained and with financial assistance from the 

Cairngorm National Park, Braemar Community Hydro and Mar Area Committee a suitable unit has been 

purchased from Deeside Log Cabins and will be installed on site in the near future.  

 Hopefully this will now mean that the BTG has covered all necessary angles in assisting our visitors 

to make the most of their time here. 

http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
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Braemar Tourism Group Update  

 It has certainly been a bit of an up and down year as far as 

tourism is concerned but the local Braemar Tourism Group (BTG)

has been making progress on several important issues, not always 

obvious to the locals, but nevertheless vitally important for the  

businesses in the village. 

 Firstly, a new up to date website is in development, bigger 

and better than before but with all the necessary information that 

you have become used to.  BTG are also responsible for the new 

Tourism Hub which you can read about in Pete’s article (page 6).  In 

addition, it is the BTG team who deal with the Visit Braemar Facebook page, the Visitor Guide and Map, 

the ‘Where to Eat’ Guide, and two new publications in the planning stages are ‘Where to Shop’ and 

‘Where to Visit’ guides.    

 You will have heard of the Nature Trail Big Weekend and some of you will have seen the Bird Hide 

in Creag Choinnich Woods.  Guess who is responsible for that?  Yes, the BTG.  BTG vice president,  

Sarah, has asked us to pass on the request for people to fill up the bird feeders if they are passing.   

Email Sarah at sarahhubbard21@gmail.com for information. 

 At this time of year, we are usually looking forward to the ‘Big Christmas Lights Switch On’  

accompanied by mulled wine, mince pies and  carol singing.  Sadly, this year the gathering of people may 

not be possible, but I’m assured by the BTG that the lights will still go on. 

 BTG also host an annual pre-season Engagement Meeting in the village hall, open to all  

residents and interested parties.  Event organisers are invited to come along to promote their club, or 

event which affords great publicity for the event and benefits everybody.  The cup of tea afterwards  

provides great opportunity for networking.  

 Every business in Braemar is invited to become a member for a modest annual levy.  Ideas and 
suggestions are always welcome especially if you are prepared to help make them happen.  Please  
consider joining and supporting the work of this hard-working organisation.  Hopefully, this will be the first 
of many BTG articles in the Buzzard, so keep a look out for regular updates in future issues. 

Marilyn Baker 

Funding Application period open soon! 

 The Community Hydro has had another very successful 

year and at the September AGM the members approved the  

transfer of £20,000 to the Community Fund.  

 This year the fund will open for applications on  

18
th

 January with a closing date of 28
th

February 2021.   
Application forms will be available online at 

www.braemarhydro.org.uk or by request to the Community Fund 

Panel Secretary at:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae, Braemar 

AB355YT.  Local community organisations (’local’ – as within the 

Parish of Braemar) are invited to apply.  Applications are also  

accepted from individuals applying for funding for local  

community purposes (now there’s a thought!)  Full guidelines are 

included with the Application Form. 

 Generation this year has been excellent enabling a bumper contribution from the 

Hydro to the Community Fund  -  a doubling on last year.   So even long spells of wet 

weather around Braemar have an ‘up’ side, increased river flow, good hydro power 

generation with knock on benefits to the size of the Community Fund!   Thank you to 

the team of people who, largely unseen, volunteer their time to make this all 

happen.  The village is feeling a real financial benefit thanks to all their efforts.  

mailto:sarahhubbard21@gmail.com
http://www.braemarhydro.org.uk
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Braemar Community Housing 
 

 We are making progress with the purchase of the land and developing plans 

for 14 new homes to rent on the edge of the Tomrichton Wood behind Kindrochit 

Court.  Braemar Community Ltd have appointed John Gilbert Architects to design 

and build the scheme.  We have commissioned surveys of the bats, trees, wildlife, 

local services, topography and the road access and flood risk.  A key part of the design will be getting 

planning consent to construct a new road off Golf Course Road, which will mean felling quite a number of 

trees but will direct traffic (both construction and residents) away from the centre of the village.  An  

important part of the development will be linking into the path network within the wood, which will  

hopefully be owned and managed by the community very shortly.  We are considering a mix of mainly 

two or three bedroomed houses.  We will create a specific tenant allocation policy for Braemar based on  

other parts of Aberdeenshire.  We aim to make the homes very environmentally friendly and well          

insulated.   

 All these points will be covered in a forthcoming village consultation in St Margaret’s from 16
th

 to 

19th December.  This will be a safe walk-through event so folk can drop in when it suits them, with  

information boards and a video setting and ways to feed back.  We will also be organising an on line 

zoom type event to give those interested more information and the opportunity to ask questions or get 

involved.  

 All this is being funded by a variety of sources including the Cairngorms National Park, Mar Area  

Partnership, the Scottish Government Rural Housing Fund, Scottish Land Fund and in due course a 

mortgage from an ethical lender, paid back from the rents.  Inevitably, we continue our fund raising to  

carry out this very important work so sponsorship or help is always very welcome.  We will also be setting 

up a new local development company (similar to BCL and the Community Hydro) to own and manage the 

project.  We hope to submit a planning application in January and ideally start work on the site towards 

the end of 2021.   

 We are always delighted to hear from anyone in the community, whether they are interested in 

renting or not.  Please contact our Project Officer, Sam Foster, 07421 369263 or  

Email  sam@ruralhousingscotland.org   

Getting Through the Winter with GrowBiz 

 For many small businesses there’s a tough winter ahead, full of uncertainty 

and anxiety. But there’s no need to struggle on your own.  GrowBiz Scotland, a non-

profit enterprise support organisation based in Perthshire, have recently expanded 

the support they provide into the Cairngorms area and are highlighting how they can 

help business owners and the self-employed to get through the season: 

1-1 Advice and Support: The GrowBiz team are all self-employed, so they  

understand what local business owners are going through. You can arrange to talk through your  

challenges confidentially with an experienced and friendly advisor, who can help you rethink your  

business strategies, access support, acquire new skills, apply for funding and more.  
 

Learning and Networking Sessions: It can be very isolating running a business in rural Scotland,  

particularly during the current pandemic. GrowBiz holds regular online networking events and learning 

sessions on topics such as digital confidence.  See the calendar of upcoming events at 

www.growbiz.co.uk/events 
  

Mentoring: This award-winning programme offers an opportunity to be partnered with a trained GrowBiz 

mentor. Through the programme, mentees can raise their business horizons, explore new possibilities, 

create focused strategies and build renewed confidence.  GrowBiz is the only business mentoring  

programme to be accredited by the Scottish Mentoring Network. 
 

Rural Enterprise Directory Scotland (REDS): REDS is an exciting initiative led by GrowBiz to promote 

and support business, social enterprises and the self-employed in Scotland’s rural economy.  Sign up for 

the REDS directory and the recently launched REDS Card, a gift card designed to boost spending in 

Scotland’s towns and villages, with the card’s value redeemable in participating rural businesses.  Find 

out more at www.reds.scot  

See all the types of support that GrowBiz provides and arrange to benefit at 

 www.growbiz.co.uk or contact connect@growbiz.co.uk  

mailto:sam@ruralhousingscotland.org
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Braemar Castle      

 It’s been so sad to have the Castle doors shut throughout this season but the Cas-

tle team are now looking ahead to 2021 and planning hard to ensure that the doors can 

open once again! There continues to be lots of visitors to the grounds to see Martin 

Creed’s installation, and we’d love to welcome many more into the Castle as well, next 

year. 

 The Castle, alongside other attractions in the village and throughout Scotland, 

took part in sharing  the message ‘When Kindness is shared it grows’ across social  

media and by giving out cards for people to post. It felt especially meaningful as we 

head towards this festive season with many friends and families having to be apart.   

 On another positive festive note, it appears that Santa and his elves have been 

busy helping us out at the Castle!  After a closed season, we’ve found ourselves with 

plenty of kids’ items at our shop.  We now have a stack of bags (Schiaparelli pink of 

course!) full of great stocking fillers.  We’d like to get them to fairs and sales that might 

be happening, to try and simply cover our purchase costs.  We’d also like to give some 

to local charities that support families.  If you’d like to email info@braemarcastle.co.uk 

to suggest where they might find good homes, please do let us know. 

 

Raising the Standard Since the last issue of the Buzzard, we made a virtual presentation to the 

lottery.  We feel it went well but the proof will be when we get their decision pre-Christmas.  The project 

costs are currently estimated at £1,635,000 and, assuming the current expected level of support from the 

Lottery and Historic Environment Scotland, funds raised to date are £1,266,000 (77%).  We are  

fortunate to already have our new Fundraising Manager, Sandy Richardson, getting to grips with the task 

of reaching our target.  He has an impressive 28 years in fundraising, including recently as  Director of 

Development for V&A Dundee.  Sandy has been spending as much time as possible in Braemar, meeting 

folk and working with the team, including Catriona Skene, who is concentrating on digital, community and 

local fundraising events.  We know these are challenging times, even for an experienced fundraiser like 

Sandy - but he’s a keen cyclist, well used to steep uphill climbs and we have great confidence that he’ll 

get us there!  So, with kindness in our hearts and fingers crossed…..   
 

The Castle team wishes you, health and happiness for the festive season, and that for 

2021, ‘Everything will be alright’! 

Deeside Knitwits  Rosy Wood 

 This year’s dinosaur knitted trail was a huge  

success, despite Covid restrictions and the need to go  

paperless!  The village was a-buzz with junior dinosaur 

hunters from all over Scotland.  We had dinos in the  

playpark, village centre businesses, the community  

garden wall and the Games Park.  

 Over £2,000 has been donated to good causes with 

CLAN, Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels Project and  

Abernecessities all receiving £500 made up of online  

donations and topped up from cash donations.  Braemar 

Primary School also received money which is being spent 

on art and craft supplies, and the Co-op raffled Barney to 

raise funds for the Scottish Association for Mental 

Health.  In addition, our lockdown flat earth blanket is  

being raffled by CLAN - tickets available online and in the 

village...  How amazing is all of that? 

 Thank you - to everyone who knitted, donated or bought one of our knitted dinosaurs this year! 

We’re now planning for next year’s trail - Space, the Final Frontier! 

 

mailto:info@braemarcastle.co.uk
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Parking Consultation Update - Braemar Community 

Council 
 

 The survey carried out by Aberdeenshire Council to gauge public opinion 

on the proposals for re-development of the car parks at both the Mews and  

Balnellan received 71 responses; a good response. 

 There was a lack of consensus from respondents as to what to do with the 

Mews car park so a report will be written and submitted to the Mar Area  

Committee, who will decide the final outcome.  There was a general consensus 

that the public area outside the Mews could be enhanced. We hope work will continue on new designs 

but it is most unlikely that work will be done on the set-up of the Mews car park this year.  The Council 

hopes to come back to the Community Council for comment by end of December. 

 There was general agreement that the proposed work to the Balnellan car park should be carried 

out with the creation of 10 extra spaces.  We anticipate that work here can be scheduled for Spring but 

this will be subject to budgets etc.  Hopefully, it will be before the end of April - weather dependant!   

Remembrance Day 2020  

 

On the 11
th
 day of the 11

th
 

month Braemar school had 

a two minute silence in the 

garden and Abigail read Flanders Fields and Ajay 

read a verse from a poem.  

The older class made poppies out of plastic  

bottles and put them in the gardens flower bed, 

but unfortunately it rained. It was also quite cold 

and windy.   

For our homework about Remembrance Day, we 

had to write a letter to a soldier.   It made us feel 

happy, sad and proud because the soldiers 

that fought in the war and survived make us 

proud and it makes us sad to remember the  

soldiers that died in the war.   
 

By Eilidh, P4; Abigail, P7; Robin P5  

Children in Need  
 
On Friday 

13
th
 of November  

Braemar school did 

a fundraiser for Children In  

Need. We played some 

games and asked people 

to bring in small change. We dressed in 

one colour and we drew Pudsey an  

outfit. The house captains organised all 

these fundraisers and we are very proud to 

say we raised.......£102.12!!  We were not 

expecting to raise that much, and we 

are very excited!!!!   

By Olivia and Cassie  

P4 to P7:   
 

We are learning  

Mandarin on  

Friday mornings.  Our 

teacher is from Bejing.  

We got taught how to 

say general  

conversations in  

Mandarin which is ni hao and we learned 

numbers and days.  Now we are learning 

about the terracotta army and about the 

first Chinese Emperor Qin.  Everyone in the 

class really really enjoyed the lessons.  At 

first we found it quite hard then we found 

the root of words in Mandarin.  
 

By Lewis, Jack, Christian and Lucian 

 
 
 
 
To the Knitwits 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you very much for donating £700 to the 

school or expressive arts we really appreciate the 

support. Thank you again.      By Ajay and Alexis  
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Village Bin  

Collections 

Tuesdays 
  

Grey Wheelie Bin + food caddy 

(3 weekly on a Tuesday) 

  

15 Dec 

5, 26 Jan 

16 Feb 

9 March 

  

  

 

 

Blue lidded Recycling Bin + 

food caddy (weeks 1 and 2 on 

a Tuesday 

 

1, 8. 22. 29 Dec 

12, 19 Jan 

2, 9, 23 Feb 

2 March 

 

There should be no disruption 

to this sequence at Christmas 

or New Year  

Message from the Churches 

This will, with or without doubt, be a Christmas like no other - but in the 

great scheme of things, this may not be a bad thing.  Perhaps the time 

has come for everyone to take stock, and to reconsider the meaning 

and purpose and reason for the season.  I dare say some might dare to 

sing a new song this Christmas or to sing an old song in a new way.  

May it be so.  And may we as individuals, families, businesses and 

communities, have a sense of being truly blessed in this Christmas. 
Ken MacKenzie (on behalf of the Churches) 

 

Church services and 

opening times 

Church of Scotland 
 

Christmas Eve 

A short Early Evening Service, with 

live music but no singing, will be held 

in Crathie Kirk, beginning at  5.00pm.  

In partnership with the wider village, 

a short ‘Watchnight Service’, (again 

with live music but no singing), will be 

held in St Margaret’s Church,  

Braemar, beginning at 11.30pm. 

 

Christmas Day 

A short act of worship and celebration will be held in the Parish Church 

in Braemar at 10.00am. 
 

St Andrew’s RC Church 
  

 Fortnightly mass as follows and early bookings must be made to  

 0770 8001798.  All Masses 5.00pm on Saturday: 28th Nov; 12th Dec; 

Christmas TBA; 16th Jan; 30th Jan; 13th Feb; 27th Feb  All dates subject 

to change 

 The Church is also open for personal prayer: Monday 2.00-3.00, 

Wednesday 1.00-2.00, Friday 2.00-3.00.  Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament is on 1st Friday of each month 2.00-3.00.  Other services 

will be put on Facebook and Church notice board.  A warm welcome is 

extended to all.. A place of solace in these uncertain times.  Face 

masks must be worn at all times and there are stewards at the door. 

Recycling Update 

 Aberdeenshire Council 

are introducing a temporary  

4-week Saturday waste  

collection starting 21 Nov, so 

still available 5 and 12 Dec.  

Two lorries will be in the school 

car park on these dates 

8.00am to 3.00pm.  Visits must 

be BOOKED at  https://

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/

waste/recycling/book-recycling-

centre-visit/    
 

 No trade waste, scrap 

metal, rubble, electrical/white 

goods, glass or liquid waste.  

For these, make a booking at 

the Banchory household  

recycling centre. 

Coronovirus Services and Links  

Aberdeenshire Council have set up a website as a focal 

point for information and services for anyone in  

Grampian affected by Coronavirus. Go to 

www.gcah.org.uk 

Out and about?  Want to check the road status?  
Visit:   snowgatecameras.co.uk  Here you can check the Braemar 

snowgate, Cairn O’Mount camera and Spittal of Glenshee camera all on 

one website. 

Want to know which roads are being gritted tonight?  Then visit  

aberdeenshire.gov.uk and search on ‘winter roads maintenance’. 
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Flash Fiction Contributions

Thank you to the three winning contributors to our Flash Fiction challenge, 

to write a complete story in around 100 words or less and including the 

words:   Receipt, Card, Magic, Friend, Velvet, Kettle. 

 

The first is all the way from a Buzzard reader in USA……  Coming to America 

We lived in Kent County, England. Grandpa trimmed and sculptured hedges on the 

big estate.  Grandma kept house; cooking, sewing and schooling us.  Whenever she 

wanted anything, like replacing her dented kettle, Grandpa said, “Don’t do that; we’re 

going to America.”  A friend had sent him a card about life in U.S. Grandma refin-

ished an antique settee, made velvet cushions and crocheted doilies. Grandpa humphed. A 

week later he came home to find everything magically gone.  No paintings, no beds, and 

grandma’s ceramic teapot smashed.  “What’s going on?” he yelled.  Grandma handed him a  

receipt.  “I bought our tickets to New York.  We leave on Wednesday.” 
 

The next is from a local male…..  The Present 

June pulled the duvet back over her friend and drew the velvet curtains  

allowing the morning light to invade the sparsely decorated room.  It was the 

first time she had stayed the night.  She wandered down and filled the kettle. 

Reaching for the matches, an envelope, addressed to her, was propped on the 

mantlepiece. She opened the envelope and read the card ‘This is the start of a 

new journey’ she trembled with happiness.  As she read the card, a receipt  

fluttered to the floor... it was for a table at the Magic Show in town. 
 

And finally a local female….  Birthday Greetings   (Doorbell rings).  Come in my 

friend – that’s magic, you must have known that I’ve just put the kettle on for a 

cuppa.  You’ve brought me a birthday card?  How wonderful – I love the velvet 

heart on the front.  Oops – you’ve left the receipt inside – it’s OK, I didn’t see it!  

Thank you so much – can I tempt you to a slice of celebratory cake? 

Thank you 

to Dale 

Johnson 

for  

sharing 

some of 

his  

wonderful  

wildlife 

photos 

(front & 

back  

cover). 


