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Braemar’s ‘Walk of Remembrance’ commemorating the start of World War I on August 5th.  An apple tree 
was planted by the community young and old, in the orchard at St Andrews, in remembrance of those men 
from Braemar who went to war in 1914.  Piper Tom Peggy led the procession.  The plaque, telling of the tree 
planted, was unveiled by 92 year old John Morgan.   Photo John Macpherson 

Photograph right:  Piper Peter Grant 
- see article page 3 

 More... page 5 
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Braemar News Group 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ramsay  
Secretary:  Margaret Palmer  013397 41590 
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 

Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB35 5YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacAlpine  
 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  

Deadline for copy for next issue:  Nov 24th  

 

 Past and current editions of the Buzzard to-
gether with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated be-
tween issues) can be viewed online on our website: 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    Extra copies of the 
Buzzard can be obtained from the garage, the art 
gallery and also the newsagent/pharmacy.  Donation 
tins are at all these outlets for any very welcome con-
tribution towards costs. 

 

 Released with this issue is an updated version 
of Braemar Community Matters.   Thank you to eve-
ryone who helped to compile this.     

the potential of St Margaret’s and show how, 
after restoration, the building will be able to 
complement and add another dimension to 
the established arts activities in this area.  
  

Braemar Panto The Panto season is upon 

us again and there is an appeal out for willing 
volunteers.  If you can offer anything to the 
Panto whether it be acting, singing, musician, 
technical, wardrobe to name but just a few - 
please contact John Macpherson on his email 
address at broombank@btconnect.com or  
41439.  To help raise funds for the Panto 
there will be the annual auction which this 
year is on Saturday 11 October.  The per-
formances will run from 17-22 Dec plus an 
additional two performances on Boxing Day.  
There is no upper age limit for volunteers but 
children must be of academy age.  Don’t de-
lay - apply today!  

 

Kindrochit Castle   Work on the Castle is 

now nearing completion and a formal opening 
ceremony is to take place at the end of this 
month - details of which will soon be pub-
lished.  Once the site has been opened up to 
the public the Council wish to hand it back to 
the community as another visitor attraction 
which can then be managed and operated in 
any way which will most benefit the village  - 
although grass cutting and maintenance of 
the fabric of the castle will remain the respon-
sibility of the Council. 
 It is envisaged that a ‘Friends of Kindro-
chit Castle’ group may need to be established 
to manage the use of the site by visitors and 
any ideas for ‘adding value’ to it as an attrac-
tion would be most welcome and should be 
forwarded to Pete Mulvey   
themulveys@hotmail.com or Cheryl Roberts 
Cheryl.Roberts@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 Information leaflets about the castle’s 
history are currently being prepared and 
printed by the Council and will then be gifted 
to the community to be sold or distributed free 
to visitors - as thought most appropriate - and 
this, together with the proceeds of a  
donations box which is to be set up within the 
ruins, will be made available for any purpose 
in the village that the Friends decide. 

 

Plagued by unsolicited telephone 

calls?   There is a new 

phone available from BT, the 
BT8500, which allows you to 
block all unidentified calls, 
international calls and num-
bers of your selection (priced around £60).  

Community Update: 
 

Pop up Library delayed The  

promised summer install of a ‘Pop Up 
Library Service’ at the Braemar Tourist 
Information Centre has been delayed.  
The reason being that the TIC were  
reluctant to start the service in the peak 
of the tourist season.  The Library  
Service is now hoping to get this started 
in September - watch this space...  
 

Sound Festival comes to St Margaret’s   

Aberdeen composer, Ross Whyte, and Glasgow-
based folk singer guitarist, Alasdair Roberts, will be 
performing in St Margaret’s on Sunday 26 October 
@ 6pm.  The concert features new music written by 
the duo during a 4 week ‘residency’ in Braemar, mu-
sic inspired by the local history and landscape.  A 
‘Sound conversation’ will follow the concert.  
 St Margaret’s was the venue of two excep-
tional concerts held at the beginning of August fea-
turing the Inter Schools Orchestra of New York and 
the Aberdeen University Choir conducted by Profes-
sor Paul Mealor. These events amply demonstrate 

mailto:themulveys@hotmail.com
mailto:Cheryl.Roberts@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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(Recommended as a good investment by John 
Macpherson!) 
 

Do you have a septic tank?  The Dee 

Catchment Partnership has just published ‘The 
Septic Tank Guide’ to answer questions about 
where to find your septic tank, how it works and 
why you need to look after it.  For your free copy 
email info@theriverdee.org or visit 
www.theriverdee.org  

 
 

St Andrew’s Community  

Orchard  Has received funding 

from Marr Area and the Community 
Council for new fencing and posts.  
There will now be a wider area 
fenced off and it will be deer and 
rabbit proof to allow space for the planting of 
more trees. 

New Landrover for Braemar Mountain 

Rescue Association (BMRA) 

 On Sept 1st HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
kindly accepted the presentation of a new  
Landrover on behalf of BMRA following a  
donation towards the cost of the vehicle from 
the Order of St John, Scotland.  The order sup-
ports mountain rescue across Scotland with a 
rolling programme of donations to help fund 
vehicles.   Malcolm Macintyre, Support Man-
ager with BMRA, said “I would like to thank the 
Order of St John for their continued support 
and our Patron, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, 
for accepting this on our behalf”.  BMRA is a 
busy mountain rescue team based in Upper 
Deeside and operating primarily in the  
southern Cairngorms and Glenshee Hills,  
averaging some 46 team call-outs a year with 
winter being its busiest season.   

Crathie Opportunity Holidays (COH) will 

be hosting a fundraising Sunday Lunch at Bal-
moral on 30 November 2014.  The after lunch 
speaker will be the local broadcaster/singer 
Frieda Morrison.  If you are interested and would 
like details to be sent directly to you, please email 
Maggie MacAlpine at info@crathieholidays.org.uk 
 COH would still be delighted to hear from 
anyone interested in becoming a Friend of COH. 
This could involve helping out at some of our 
events, or joining the team who host our coffee 
mornings for guests, or just a bit of gardening.   If 
you would like to join us, please  Maggie 
MacAlpine 013397 42100.  Our book, ’Essays on 
Life’, is still available from COH, Ballater book-
shops and online.  
 As always, thank you to all our local friends 
and supporters. 

Lone Piper   

 The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is the most fa-
mous military spectacle in the world, and in 2014 it cele-
brated its sixty fourth birthday. The Edinburgh Tattoo grew 
from an all-Scottish  
military pageant into an internationally-renowned event, with 
acts from across the globe joining the traditional pipes and 
drums and military bands on the esplanade of Edinburgh  
Castle. 
 Local brothers Peter and Ruairaidh Grant represented 
their Regiment, at this year’s Edinburgh Tattoo.  The  
highlight of the evening is the lone piper on the castle  
battlements, playing a pibroch in memory of comrades-in-
arms.  Peter was the Lone piper and also toasted the guest 
of honour in Gaelic.  What a great honour for his family, 
Braemar and Deeside. 

Left to Right:  Donald MacLeod, HRH The Duke of  
Edinburgh, Malcolm MacIntyre, Kevin Masson.   

Photo courtesy of John Macpherson 

Photo above:  Peter marching into the 
arena for one of the many  
performances during the Tattoo. 

mailto:info@theriverdee.org
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Arctic Star medal awarded to George 

McDonald  
 

 George McDonald was born in Braemar in 1913. His  
father was John McDonald, the first green keeper at Braemar 
Golf Course.  George enlisted in 1937 and served in the Royal 
Navy throughout the war.  On demobilisation he emigrated to 
New Zealand, worked on the railway, and died there in 1988, 
aged 75.  George had no family of his own but was always  
remembered here in Braemar by his niece, Mary Morgan. Mary 
had also left Braemar for New Zealand but returned after  
marrying Braemar man John Morgan and they still live today in 
Mayfield on Chapel Brae. 
 Mary always remembered her uncle’s service on the arctic convoys and when medals were an-
nounced last year she applied on his behalf and received the medal earlier this year. 
 George is just one of many Braemar people who have been recognized for the war service, and 
the editors are aware of at least one other Arctic Star award last year, to Colin McIntosh. 

Invercauld Estate News 

Angus McNicol, Estate Manager,  

Invercauld Estate 
Office : 013397 41224  
www.invercauld.estate 
 

 In July I succeeded Simon 
Blackett as Estate Manager of Inver-
cauld Estate.  I have been able to 
meet a number of the locals in and around Braemar so 
far and would thank them all for making me feel so  
welcome to this stunning part of the highlands. 
 The local community is vital to a business such 
as Invercauld and indeed the Estate is, and should be, 
an integral and supportive part of the community.  We 
currently employ 24 people full-time as well as  
numerous seasonal and casual helpers, particularly at 
the moment with both the tourist and sporting seasons 
now in full swing.  It is also important to us that we  
support local businesses both directly and indirectly to 
help ensure their sustainability. 
 This year will shall spend in the order of £2m  
directly in the local economy with much more being 
spent by those with whom we have business relation-
ships.  The Estate wishes to further support and grow 
this investment and as well as having our own ideas I 
am very much open to discussing new proposals you 
may have for achieving this.  Please feel free to  
contact me if you have a plan you think we may be 
able to assist in taking forward. 
 The grouse season started as usual on the  
glorious twelfth and looks set to be the best for over a 
decade.  There are still opportunities for grouse beat-
ing so if you wish to be paid for a fun day on the hills 
with a free packed lunch please contact the Estate  
Office or any of the head keepers for details. 
 I look forward to meeting many more of you over 
the months ahead. 

Paws for Thought 

by Fiona Irwin 
 

Name: Dugan 
Breed: Border 

Collie Retriever 
cross 
Age: 5 ½ yrs 
 

Favourite 
things:  

I love all things rabbit! Chasing them is best 
but I also like to see how much of my body I 
can squeeze down the larger rabbit burrows; 
all the better for a good sniff.  It’s great being 
out and about, especially when I meet 
Zedan, Donny or Nell as they are usually up 
for a game of chase.  I also enjoy seeing 
Meg and Jess but they are much more gen-
teel and refined.  I like chasing sticks but un-
fortunately when my owner tries to throw 
them for me they never seem to get that far, 
end up over a fence or stuck up a tree.  I 
really don’t understand how she hasn’t im-
proved with all the practise I give her but I 
live in hope that maybe one day… if nothing 
else it gives me a laugh. 
Not quite so keen on: it’s rather unfortunate 
when you live in Braemar but I really don’t 
like the pipe bands so Sunday afternoons in 
the summer and Games Day can be a little 
traumatic for me.  I get quite upset when fire-
works go off too.  It’s not nice being so 
scared so my owner has bought some spray 
for my bed; don’t know what it smells like yet  
but it’s meant to help me relax so I’ll give it a 
try anyway - although, I don’t have the heart 

to tell her... they probably saw her coming! 
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The Hungry Highlander 

Recently re-opened  

Under New Management 
 

All your Favourites including: 

*  Fish  *  Burgers   *   Sausages  * 

*  Scampi  * Puddings   *  Pizza   * 

*   Hot and Cold Drinks Served   * 

Open until 9pm daily 

Closed on Mondays 

We look forward to welcoming you all! 

SOLICITORS AND ESTATE AGENTS 

 
& 

24 Bridge Street, Ballater, AB35 5QP 

Tel No: 013397 55633 

Fax No: 013397 55564 

ballater@fraser-mulligan.co.uk 

m 
Buying and Selling Property 

Wills and Powers of Attorney 
Trusts and Executries 

Notarial Executions 
Resident Solicitors 

We provide a broad 
range  

of  
Legal Services 

FRASER & MULLIGAN 

f 

Braemar Creative Arts Festival 22-26 Oct:  What’s new for 2014? 
 

Don’t delay! get booking your classes for the Creative Arts Festival because classes do get over-
subscribed.  The problem is choice - too much of it !  Pick up a flier or check out the website at 
www.braemarcreativearts.co.uk   You can book and pay online or 013397 41225.  There are lots of 
’fringe’ events too (drop-in activities for which you don’t need to book) including those below:  

Build a Bird House Competition 

Using your imagination and any mate-
rials you like, build a bird house to be 
displayed outside your business, 
home or elsewhere in the village dur-
ing the festival.  The competition is 
open to all - individuals, businesses, 

clubs.  Judges will award points for creativity, use 
of recycled materials and practicality (would a bird 
actually use it?)  Your bird house needs to be in 
place by Wed 22nd Oct and survive until 
Sun 26th Oct!  Please let Rosy  
rosyathome@btinternet.com 
 or Chloe chloemorrish@googlemail.com 
know if you are entering (to alert the 
judges!).  AND the Deeside  
Knitwits are knitting birds to be displayed 
around the village during the Festival as well as 
knitting squares to temporarily cover the youth 
shelter for some of the more exotic birds.  If you’d 
like to join in, contact rosyathome@btinternet.com 
for patterns, wool and info or go along to a Knitwit 
session (Tuesdays, fortnightly.) 

St Margaret’s Craft 

Fair  Saturday October 

25th in St Margaret’s  
10am - 4pm.  Free admis-
sion.  Fantastic selection of 
craft available for sale.  
There will also be music 
from some of the festival 
music tutors - enjoy whilst you browse.  

Great Braemar Bake Off   Feel-

ing inspired by the Great British Bake 
Off?  Well now is your chance to get 
practicing for this years Great Brae-
mar Bake Off.  All you need to do to 
enter is make a bakers dozen (that’s 
13!) of perfect cupcakes and deliver to St Marga-
rets’s before 10am on Sat 25th Oct - one cake for 
judging and the rest to split into bags to sell in the 
St Margaret’s Arts & Craft Market.  Proceeds in 
aid of the festival.  The judges will be looking for 

taste, creativity and decoration! 

mailto:c=loemorrish@googlemail.com
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Three Peak Challenge for Mukti     by Heather Morris 

 

 Mukti is a charity based in 
South India that provides prosthetic 
and orthotic treatment to some of 
the poorest people.  It is supported 
by the National Centre for Prosthet-
ics and Orthotics, who help to raise 
money, source equipment and as-
sist in clinical care.  I wanted to 
show my support for such a worth-
while charity; a charity that closely 
reflects my personal interests as 
well as increase the understanding 
of prosthetic and orthotic treatment 
amongst my friends and family.  It 
was whilst I was on placement in 
London that my Dad and I were try-
ing to come up with fundraising 
ideas, when he suggested the 
‘Three Peak Challenge’.  At first I 
laughed at the prospect - consider-
ing my very little hill walking experi-
ence and desperately poor navigational abilities - but the more that we began to plan, the more ap-
pealing the challenge became.  The ‘Three Peak Challenge’, a well know challenge amongst keen 
hill walkers, involves climbing the highest peaks in Scotland, England and Wales within 24 hours. 
 After a few months of preparation, planning, changes to plans and for me a crash course on 
map reading, we left for Wales on the 14th of July to begin our challenge at Mt. Snowdon.  The 
weather forecast was horrific, however when my Dad and I left to ascend Snowdon at 5pm on a 
beautiful Saturday evening, we were keeping our fingers crossed that the forecast would continue 
to be wrong.  It was a great walk, made memorable by the numerous funny looks we were receiving 
from tired hill walkers on their way down the mountain, telling us that the café on top of the moun-
tain was now closed, and wondering why we would be walking up so late.  The views from the top 
of the first peak were stunning, and we managed Snowdon in 3 hours and 14 minutes.   
 We then jumped into the car where our drivers; my Mum and sister, drove us to the Lake  
District, just over a 4 hour drive, to climb Scafell Pike.  It was 12.45am when we arrived at the base, 
pitch black with the exception of the occasional white glow of a fellow ‘3 peaker’, visible only by 
their head torch, making their way down the mountain.  Everything was going smoothly until we 
were about two-thirds of the way up.  A thick cloud came in and what we were already finding a  
difficult climb quickly became pretty scary, especially when our GPS decided that it no longer 
wanted to cooperate and switched off, permanently!  With the wind so strong our pace slowed and 
we struggled to see beyond the light of our head torches, but we made it to the summit, took a very 
quick picture and after a few navigational errors, we managed to drop beneath the cloud again.  
Once we had, and the sun began to rise, it became an enjoyable walk, which we completed in 3 
hours and 50 minutes. 
 Two down, one to go. Although we were exhausted, finishing the challenge on home soil and 
in daylight made Ben Nevis seem more manageable, especially once we had refuelled with plenty 
of hot chocolate and peanut butter sandwiches!  At 10.30am we began to climb the highest peak in 
the British Isles, in torrential rain and with very stiff legs.  Staying true to form, the Scottish weather 
made sure we experienced rain, hail, wind and sunshine, but we reached the summit in 2 hours 
and 35 minutes.  We arrived back at the car park at 3.30pm, following a wee jog to the finish so that 
we could complete it in 22 ½ hours, returning to a bottle of Prosecco and the exciting prospect of 
taking off our walking boots! 

Ed:  Well done the Morris Family.  And if you were unaware that this challenge was happening - I’m 
sure that Joanne at Braemar garage will still be delighted to accept further donations on Heather’s 
behalf !  The total raised so far is £1026.50. 

Heather & Barry on the summit of Snowdon 
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The ‘Meikle Spate’ ?  By Pete Holden 

 

 “Wind’s getting up a bit tonight” I thought, as I went to 
bed on the evening of Sunday17th August.  As the remains 
of Hurricane Bertha lashed the west side of the house un-
heard during the night, it was the standing water on the 
lawn that gave the first hint of something unusual the follow-
ing morning.  Driving from the house the short distance to 
the Quoich, I was met by the sight of the river about to start 
washing over the decking of the road bridge.  Stopping to 
take a few photographs, by the time I turned back to the 
car, parked just short of the bridge, it was now surrounded 
by ankle deep water, so quickly was the river still rising. 
 As is often the case after sudden heavy rain, the flood plain between Craggan and the Quoich 
was inundated, but it was clear that on this occasion this was something different.  A quick tour re-
vealed the waters cascading above the footings of the road bridge at Linn of Dee; breaching the lower 
end of the embankment west of the Lodge, and surging up to a couple of feet deep along the road and 
across the Stables drive.  Later it became apparent that we had lost footbridges in Glen Quoich and at 
Derry Lodge; long stretches of fence flattened or ripped out; and kilometres of footpath damaged or 
disappeared.  Whole sections of the track on the west side, and path on the east bank, of Glen Quoich 
no longer exist as the river completely changed its course. 
 Was this just an extreme rainstorm or the worst flood in living memory?  Without doubt these 
were the highest water levels I had personally witnessed in nineteen years at Mar Lodge, but how 
might it compare, we are forced to wonder, with the renowned Muckle Spate of 1829?  That flood also 
came about as a result of torrential rain early in August of that year.  It is difficult, of course, to find any 
accurate data from that time, rather than personal accounts and writings.  David Grant’s dialect poem 
from around 1851, centred on the parish of Strachan (definitely worth a read) gives a somewhat hu-
morous description of events, and there are some more scientific writings based on the catchment of 
the River Findhorn, rather than the Dee. 
 It is said that the River Dee was up to 15 feet above its normal level, and even as high as 27 feet 
as far downstream as Banchory, and we do know that bridges at the Linn of Dee; Linn of Quoich; and 
in Ballater, were destroyed.  We can be sure that our current bridges fared much better - those earlier 
wooden structures being replaced in stone in the aftermath of the Spate.  The original Mar Lodge was 
said to have been flooded to a depth of about 3 feet, and damaged to the extent that it was eventually 
replaced by the current building in 1895, and the embankment put in place by the Duke of Fife to pro-
tect the Lodge from future floods.  Watching the embankment on this occasion, I witnessed the waters 
rise to within about two feet of the top - enough to have caused flooding to the current Lodge without 
the defences in place? 
 So what do we know?  SEPA (Scottish Environment Protection Agency) in Aberdeen reliably re-
ported the “highest flow (by volume) ever recorded on the gauging station just upstream of Victoria 
Bridge”, which was installed in 1982.  I’m tempted to christen this latest event “The Meikle Spate”.  
What do others think? 

 

Linn of Quoich bridge 

After!  Sept 2nd 2014 During the flood!   
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Katrina Farquhar 

 

013398 80836   
(mobile) 0787 647 5403 
Email:  
cllr.k.farquhar@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

 

 The Citizens Advice service have 
opened outreach centres in Marr.  In Braemar, you 
can take advantage of  the service at  Braemar 
Health Centre on Wednesdays, monthly.  To book 
an appointment 01224 747714. 

 Food and Fiddle Fortnight (now in its second year) 
will take place from 3-19th October.  The festival 
showcases food, drink and music in Deeside, Don-
side and Eastern Cairngorms.   

 Balmoral Bridge will close on Oct 8th and re-open 
Feb 2015 - to carry out essential maintenance 
work. 

 Finally- well 
done to the ser-
vices, estate 
workers and vol-
unteers for all 
they did to get 
things moving 
again after the 
flooding.  

  THE SPECIALITY SHOP  

Tel: 0771 545 7601 

It’s never too early to get ready for Christmas! 

Come in and browse the pre-loved items - 

you’re bound to find something special 

   Small items of furniture   * 

 Antiques   *   Vintage items   * 

    Curios and collectables   * 

You never know what you’ll find……. 

Enjoy the last of the Summer! 

We stock a great selection of ice-creams and 

traditional sweeties and chocolates.  

Frozen desserts available 

 All your traditional favourites 

 Milk shakes too! 

Lots of goodies for the Christmas Stocking too! 

Get ready for the Chilly Seasons! 
 

Grass cutting   ~  Leaf clearing   ~  Clearing 
gutters   ~  Pruning   ~ Strimming   ~ 

 

All Jobs Considered 

Iain Mackay 
 

Tel:013397 41245 
Mob: 0775 327 8597 

 
Time to think about warming soups and stews 

Neil Menzies Butcher 

Best Quality Scottish Meats 
 

Beef   Pork   Lamb   Venison   Chicken 

Stir-fry    Steaks   Chops   

All home-made pies and pastries 

                        
Find us on facebook  

Phone 41206 to place an order 

Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  
(mobile) 0787 647 5269 
 
 

Please contact me anytime if 
you need help or advice. 
 

Email: Cllr.G.Blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 

 In Braemar, ‘Affordable Housing’ still tops 
my agenda.  We must establish who in the 
village needs housing and what businesses 
want housing for staff.  Once we have evi-
dence of need, then we can move on!  The 
Community Action Plan is looking for volun-
teers to join the ‘housing & employment’ 
sub group.  If you  would like to be involved 
then contact the CAP chairman, David 
Geddes. 

 Gairnshiel Bridge, our link to the Highlands, 
has been taking quite a ‘bashing’ again.  As 
buses, bringing tourists to and from this 
area, get longer, it gets harder for them to 
take the sharp turn onto the bridge.  I will 
be in discussions shortly to see what can 
be done to conserve the beauty of the 
Grade 1 listed bridge and yet retain the vi-
tal tourism link.  

Councillor’s CornerCouncillor’s CornerCouncillor’s Corner   

Why the 
A93 was 
closed!  
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New book reveals the story of Scotland’s National Gem   

 

 In the Braemar Buzzard Issue 28 (March 2013) there was an article describing the rescue of the 
Farquharson of Invercauld mineral collection by Roy Starkey.  The collection is on display at Braemar 
Castle.  Roy has now completed a book Crystal Mountains – Minerals of the Cairngorms, which will be 
formally launched in Edinburgh at the Headquarters of the British Geological Survey on 25th Sept.   
Roy will be giving a talk on ‘Minerals and Gems of the Cairngorms’ in Braemar for the BLHG on Sun-
day 28th September, and copies of the book will be available on the day.  Alternatively, the book is 
available direct from the publisher www.britishmineralogy.com   The following article, written by Roy,  
gives a bit more information about cairngorm quartz - to discover more, readers will have to buy the 
book or attend the talk! 
 
 Scotland’s most famous 
gemstone, the distinctive, smoky 
amber-coloured cairngorm quartz, 
named after the mountain Cairn 
Gorm, has for centuries adorned 
traditional Highland dress.  Cairn-
gorm quartz, has been found in 
very large crystals and crystal 
groups (up to 20 kg in weight) and 
the value of these as mineral 
specimens, rather than gemstones 
has long been recognised.  Much 
of the quartz (termed morion) is 
too dark to be used as gem cutting 
material, and the lapidary trade 
resorted to heat treatment of dark specimens, in the 1700s and 1800s, in an effort to improve their  
colour and commercial value.  If this was successful, such specimens were commonly sold as citrine. 
 There is much confusion in early literature about ‘cairngorm’ and “Cairngorm stones”, between 

quartz (silicon dioxide) and topaz (a silicate mineral containing aluminium and fluorine).  Brown or  
yellow quartz crystals were commonly described as ‘topaz’, perhaps because they might have been  

considered to be more valuable.  Similarly, the mineral beryl (a beryllium  
aluminium silicate), was sometimes described as ‘emerald’, an optimistic 
description, which would not hold sway today. 
  My book unravels the story of the cairngorm, exploring the long 
tradition of hunting for ‘Cairngorm stones’, which saw individuals, and 
whole families, driven to search the mountains with a zeal akin to the lust 
for gold.   Demand from the lapidary and jewellery trade was such that 
the supply of authentic local material could not keep up, and inevitably, 
imported material began to be passed-off as Scottish.  It is now very diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to be certain of the provenance of cut stones and 
those mounted in jewellery. 
 Queen Victoria had a fascination with Scotland’s national gem as 
shown by entries in her personal journals.   A supply chain can be traced 
from ‘The Diggers’ who sought raw material, through mineral dealers, 
lapidaries, seal engravers and jewellers who all earned a living trading 
‘Cairngorm stones’.  The principal centres for the Scottish lapidary trade 
appear to have been Edinburgh and Aberdeen, but with several notable 
businesses also prospering in Inverness, and others in Dundee, Perth 
and Stirling.  The Great Exhibition of 1851 provided a shop window to the 

World for Scottish goods, including natural cairngorm crystals, and the jewellery and other artefacts 
fashioned from them. 
 The days of the ‘diggers’ and ‘cairngorm miners’ are long gone, but there may still be forgotten 
treasures scattered in attics and trinket boxes across the area, just awaiting discovery by the next gen-
eration. Queen Victoria’s mountains attract thousands of visitors each year, and the links with  
Balmoral remain as strong as ever.          Roy Starkey  

Three faceted stones from the Farquharson of Invercauld Collec-
tion at Braemar Castle (left and right, topaz; centre cairngorm 
smoky quartz).  

A well-formed crystal of 
smoky quartz from the head 
of Loch Avon.  

http://www.britishmineralogy.com
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Club NewsClub NewsClub News   

Traditional Music 

After a summer break Braemar's traditional musi-
cians will continue their practice sessions on 
Mondays at 7:30pm in the Moorfield from 15th 
September.  All are welcome.  Bring your instru-
ment along and join in - our group (the Blaeber-
ries) currently features fiddle, viola, guitar, tin 
whistle&  bodhran.  More information contact 
Dave on 41516 
 

Braemar Local History Group 

 The history walks about Braemar are very 
popular with locals and visitors to the village - 
taking place on Tuesday evenings and Wednes-
day afternoons. See main notice board for further 
information.  Also proving popular is the historical 
exhibition placed within Braemar parish church. 
Entry is free - the church is open during the day 
so take the time to go visit and have a look. 
 The first formal presentation of the season 
will be given by mineralogist Roy Starkey.  Last 
year Roy curated the mineral exhibition which is 
now on display in Braemar Castle.  He has  
recently completed a book on the minerals of the 
Cairngorms (more page 9).  He will give an illus-
trated talk on his researches to the Braemar Lo-
cal History Group in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 
Sunday 28 September.  Admission will be £2 

and all are welcome to come along. 
 

Braemar SWRI 

 Now that the Games are over and the dark 
winter nights are approaching, what can we do 
for excitement in Braemar?  What about joining 
the SWRI?  We have an interesting and varied 
programme planned for the year and we wel-
come all ages.  The new season will begin on 
Thursday 18th September at 7.30pm in the 
Colonel’s Bed, Invercauld Arms Hotel.  Come 
along to the first night as a guest, pick up a pro-
gramme and see for yourself, no pressure to join.  
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month be-
tween September and May at 7.30pm.   
 

Braemar Scout Group 

 In July three Explorers Cam-
eron Murphy, Charlotte Hubbard 
and Ailsa Lawrence spent 10 days 
at Blair Atholl Scout Jamborette. 
  This summer three Scouts 
achieved their Chief Scout Gold Award:  Oliver 
Till, Fraser Walker and Cameron Lawrence.    
Alistair Walker  achieved his Queen Scouts 
Award. 
  Looking forward the group continues to 

On 6 July, 22 Leaders, Explorers and Scouts 
walked the 24 miles between the Linn of Dee 
and Loch Morlich via the Lairig Ghru (photo 
above taken at Corrour Bothy).  A great effort 
from both young and old and completed suc-
cessfully in just over 8 hours.  The walk was fol-
lowed by a 3 day Braemar group camp - cubs, 
scouts and explorers -  at Badaguish.  
 

grow with 7 Explorers and 18 Scouts, a major 
problem across the group and all sections how-
ever is lack of adults coming forward to take on 
the role of Leader or helper. 
  If you appreciate the fun, activities,  
adventure, opportunities and experiences 
your children or grandchildren get from being 
involved in Scouts, please consider giving 
some of your time to make sure the group is 
able to continue.  Contact any of the current 
leaders for information.  

Braemar Walkers 

 The Braemar Walkers were formed in 
January 2010 and the aim was to ‘promote fit-
ness through walking and social interaction with 
like minded people.’  The main objective of the 
group was to look at new and existing routes and 
research and investigate old and ancient paths in 
the area.  Over the last year the walks have 
dropped off the radar due to a variety of factors.  
Difficulty and time were mentioned as two of the 
main reasons.  To promote social interaction; the 
duration of the walks will be between three to five 
hours and the end of the walk, will be at a local 
hotel where we can unwind and recall the days 
activities and give the event a far more rounded 
experience.  Our first walk of the new series will 
be Saturday 20th September so watch out for 
details.  If any people would like to join/re-join 
they should add their name and email address by 
phoning 41225 or emailing braemarwalk-
ers@btinternet.com  you can also check out our  
previous walks on   
http://braemarwalkers.blogspot.com  

mailto:braemarwalkers@btinternet.com
mailto:braemarwalkers@btinternet.com


Whats on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Sep 15 Mon 
Oct 20 & Nov 17 

Braemar Community Council (third Monday of the month), 
7.30pm Braemar Primary School.  Observers welcome.  

Sep 18 Th Scottish referendum, Village Hall 7.00am - 10.00 pm 

Sep 18 Th SWRI  Colonel’s Bed, Invercauld Arms Hotel 7.30pm 

Sep 21 Sun Schiaparelli Pink day, Braemar Castle - free entry to pink 
wearers!  Celebrate fashion designer Elsa Schiaparelli and 
learn about Braemar’s links.  More info: 
www.braemarcastle.co.uk 

Sept 28 Sun BLHG - resumes with a talk by Roy Starkey on ‘Minerals of the 
Cairngorms’.  Village Hall, 7.30pm.  Admission £2 

Oct 9 Th Whisky Tasting at Braemar Castle, 7.30 - 9.30 pm.  First in a 
series of whisky and gin tastings at the Castle happening 
throughout October.   Booking/info 013397 41219 or email 
info@braemarcastle.co.uk 

Oct 11 Sat Pantomime Auction.  Village Hall 

Oct 22-26 Braemar Creative Arts Festival.  More information 
www.braemarcreativearts.co.uk   Workshops, drop-in events. 
full evening programme.  Details online or pick up a brochure. 

Oct 21Tue Pre-Festival Curry and Concert night, Braemar Lodge 

Oct 22 Wed Film ‘Sunshine on Leith’, Village Hall, 8.00 pm 

Oct 23 Th Dinner Theatre, Moorfield Hotel 7.30pm 

Oct 24 Fri Creative Quiz, Moorfield Hotel, 7.30 pm for 8.00pm 

Oct 25 Sat Craft Market, St Margaret’s, 10am - 4pm.  Admission free. 

Oct 25 Sat Old fashioned Ceilidh (performances and dancing), Village 
Hall, 8.00pm 

Oct 26 Sun Drop - in ‘Lunchtime music session’, Braemar Bothy.   

Oct 18 Sat Ghillies Ball, Mar Lodge  Booking 013397 20170 

Oct 31 Fri Mar Lodge Local lnterest Group - meal & discussion about 
‘Wild land and the Impact of Intervention’.  Mar Lodge.   More 
information contact Shaila Rao srao@nts.org.uk or  20165 

Nov 5 Wed Bonfire & Fireworks, Mar Lodge, from 6.00pm 

Nov 9 Sat  Braemar’s Got Talent,  Village Hall.  Info 41225 

Nov 20 Th Mar Lodge Local Interest Group, Green Energy at Mar Lodge 
1-4pm.  Tour of the new biomass scheme at Mar Lodge.  Info 
Shaila Rao  20165 

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 

Wheelie Bins: 

Sept 18th 

Oct 2nd, 16th 30th 

Nov 13th 27th 

Recycling: 

Sep 11th 25th 

Oct 9th23rd 

Nov 6th 20th 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Deadline for next edition: Nov 24th 2014 
 

Website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Adverts: Cost £15.00 per eighth of page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine  41245 

Has Braemar Got Has Braemar Got Has Braemar Got    

Talent?Talent?Talent?   

 

We certainly think so.  
The date for this year’s 
talent show has been 
changed from Thursday  
9 October to Saturday   
9 November.  The date 
change will allow all our 
talented village folk to 
show off new skills  
acquired at the forthcom-
ing Creative Arts Festi-
val.  We hope to put on a 
night of entertainment 
full of laughter and en-
joyment for the whole 
village so mark the date 
in your diaries now and 
come along to the Vil-
lage Hall as either a per-
former, or as a spectator.  

 

 Mobile Library Service 

Tuesdays 

Calls monthly.  
More information 
from  
Aberdeenshire  
Library &  
Information  
Service 01651 87270 
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The annual Jacobite Walk (photo 
right and above) this year to, and re-
turn from Loch Callater, went well de-
spite some inclement weather at the 
Loch Callater BBQ (July).  In all some 
30 attended. 

The final of the Barclay Harvey Bowling Competition 
was held this year at Braemar.  Pictured above - 
Betty Robertson presenting the trophies (end June) 

The weather didn’t deter the crowds for 
the 10th Junior Highland Games in 
July (photo left and above)  - over 1100 
visitors through the gate.  The Sunday 
family day was also a big success. 

Braemar Group - Explorers, Scouts and Cubs  
- summer camp at Badaguish - more page 10 


