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Representatives of the Braemar Charitable Trust, Margaret 
Jolly and David Geddes, presented an ECG machine and a 
defibrillator to GP Donald Cruickshank at Braemar Health 
Clinic.  The trust is mainly funded by Braemar Royal High-
land Charity with additional funds from other charitable do-
nations.  The monies are administered by the trust and dis-
tributed locally when and as required. 

Photo courtesy of John Macpherson 

Great news! - the Visitor Centre 
proposed for the Games park has 
now received planning approval 
from the board of the Cairngorms 
National Park Authority (CNPA).  
The CNPA called in the plans fol-

lowing submission to Aberdeenshire Council.  David Geddes, President of the Royal Highland Soci-
ety, said “The board were very supportive of the project and wished the Highland Society well.”  The 
two storey-building (artists impression above) will replace the existing main west grandstand in the 
Games Park and will incorporate a visitor centre, exhibitions space, office, retail area and cafe.  The 
new building will provide year-round facilities and give visitors the chance to learn more about the 
culture and history of the traditional Highland Games.  The facility is estimated to cost about  
£2.5million.  The next step will be to put funding in place.  
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Braemar News Group 

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ramsay  
Secretary:  Margaret Palmer  013397 41590 
Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson   
 

Please send any news/letters/dates/articles  
By email:   info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk    
By post:  Coldrach Lodge, Chapel Brae AB35 5YT     
By phone: 013397 41030  
 

For advertising: contact Maggie MacAlpine  
 013397 41245.  Adverts cost £15 per eighth of 
page.  
 

 Past and current editions of the Buzzard to-
gether with the ‘live’ events calendar (updated be-
tween issues) can be viewed online on our web-
site: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    Extra copies 
of the Buzzard can be obtained from the garage, 
the art gallery and also the newsagent/pharmacy.  
Donation tins are at all these outlets for any very 
welcome contribution towards costs.  

 

 At the AGM at Taste on April 4th the current 
BNG committee were re-elected un-opposed.  
 Preparation has begun on a new edition of 
the information leaflet ‘Community Matters’ (for 
autumn 2014) - up to date information is sought on 
organisations/new organisations/change of contact 
details etc - please send to the Buzzard (contact 
details above).  
 If you would like to get involved in any as-
pect of the Buzzard (collecting copy, distribution, 
fund raising etc.) - all help most welcome, please 
contact any member of the team.    
 Organising an event? then send details to 
the Buzzard if you would like the event flagged in 
the newsletter or in the online events diary.  

again next year in time for the planting 
season.  This course did highlight the 
financial difficulty of running classes in 
Braemar - simply getting enough at-
tendees to pay for the tutor.  It may be 
that we have to seek sponsorship to 
enable courses to happen. The pro-
posed learning centre in Ballater may 
be a big boost to learning opportunities in the 
area (watch for updates in the Buzzard.)  If you 
can help by sponsoring a course (maybe even in 
kind by donating expertise)  please contact the 
CAP sub-group via Sue Sherrard 41516 
Green composting: Response suggested that 
there is support for running a scheme but reluc-
tance to pay for it!  Representations have been 
made to Aberdeenshire Council for help with  
finance so watch this spot.  Contact Maggie 
MacAlpine 41245 for more information. 

 

Biomass Boiler for Mar Lodge  Mar Lodge 

is in the process of installing a new biomass 
boiler in the grounds to the east of the Lodge 
itself.  The boiler will be fuelled with woodchips 
sourced from local forestry, mainly from the es-
tate itself.  More details in the next issue!  

 

New Bank Hours  in case you haven’t no-

ticed ... the Braemar Branch of the Bank of Scot-
land has reduced opening to two days a week: 

 

 Tuesdays 0900 - 1200 and 1330 to 1630 
 Thursdays 0900 - 1230 and 1330 to 1630 

 

The Business Cash-saver bags and night safe 
facilities continue to operate as normal.  The 
Ballater branch is open (same hours) on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 

New Pop-up Library Service  The Library 

Service have promised Braemar a self-issue li-
brary facility based in the Tourist Information Of-
fice.  A stock of adult and junior books has been 
purchased along with a cupboard for storage.  
Hurdles to overcome are the training of Visit 
Scotland staff and an update to the ‘library man-
agement’ system. This facility has been in the 
pipeline for some months but the latest news 
(June 5) it is now ‘high priority’ and should go 
live in the last week of June or the first week in 
July - so do check in with the TIC later this 
month to borrow/return books. 

 

New Development Officer for Marr Area 

Partnership  Roisin Daly - will be focussing on 

updating the ‘Your Halls’ Manual, helping to 
manage the Community Ward Forums and de-
veloping a new project with primary schools, 
growing vegetables in their gardens. 

Community Update: 

Questionnaire results Thankyou to all those 

who completed and returned their questionnaires 
(circulated with the last issue of the Buzzard).   
The response wasn’t huge ... (so NO complaints if 
you failed to voice your views and they aren’t rep-
resented!) 
Adult Learning:  This produced a very varied 
wish list of classes that people would like to see 
happening in Braemar.   A pilot two-session gar-
dening course was run in May with gardening whiz 
Morag Hood (of ex Balmoral fame!) attended by 
twelve.  A great time was had by all (thank you 
Morag) and it is hoped to run something similar 
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Fanciful or not?  As well as the community 

orchard at St Andrew’s church another project is 
underway.  A display area has been created at 
the back of the church and items of historical and 
religious importance are gradually being installed.  
It was once thought fanciful to suggest the old 
water font outside the church, mounted on a more 
modern base, could have come from the original 
church dedicated to St Andrew in the 8th century 
near where Braemar castle now stands BUT now 
we know the font is Pictish - so not so fanciful! 

Invercauld Estate News    

 It is a busy time on the Estate.  Salmon fish-
ing season in full swing, although catches to date 
have been disappointing.  The habitat and condi-
tions in the Dee catchment are very healthy so we 
have to assume the main problems lie out to sea. 
 Grouse are hatching at present and early 
indications are for a good grouse season.  Let us 
hope so as grouse shooting is very good for the 
local economy and we hope for towards 100 days 
shooting this year.  We need more grouse  
beaters - do contact the Estate Office if interested 
(we can offer accommodation).  The caravan park 
in Braemar has been full on quite a few weekends 
and advance bookings are encouraging.   
 There has been a lot of activity in the fields 
by the Brig of Dee where Scottish Hydro are re-
laying cables underground which will dramatically 
improve the views and reduce the possibility of 
storm damage and power cuts.   
 The Estate rented out a farmhouse near 
Ballater for the recent filming of the classic Gras-
sic Gibbon movie ‘Sunset Song’ and provided 
staff to help on the ground.  The new ‘standing 
stone’ just before the Brig is a prop from the film!  
 There has also been a lot of activity on the 
hillside above the Golf Course where 390,000 na-
tive trees are being planted.  They are planted on 
small mounds of up-turned soil which are clearly 
visible from the road, but will quickly green over 
and become invisible. These trees will contribute 
towards the Scottish Government`s ambitious 
tree planting target and produce bio diversity and 
tree cover and timber in years to come.  The 
fences will help protect the existing Caledonian 
Scots Pine trees to the east of the village from 
browsing by deer.  More trees are being planted 
beside the Clunie Burn close to the A93 on the 
south side of the village to stabilise the riverbank 
and provide future shade to help the salmon sur-
vival in the future.  The average water tempera-
tures have been slowly rising and this could be 
very detrimental to future fish survival.  Please 
ask Ian Hill if you want more information. 

Simon Blackett, Invercauld Estate 
741224 

 

Commonwealth Baton Bearers Braemar’s 

representatives as baton bearers for the Com-
monwealth Games will be Pat Thomson and Mal-
colm McIntyre. 

New cafe in the village  The ‘Bothy’ opened 

on June 2nd, attached to the Mountain Shop.  It 
has a total ca-
pacity (inside 
and out!) of just 
over 60 people.   
Together with 
the other cafes 
in the village, it 
makes Braemar 
an excellent 
place to stop for 
a refreshment break!  

Run for the Castle Nick Mardell (who works 

for the Deeside and Donside Development Pro-
ject) is running the West Highland Way to raise 
funds for Braemar Castle.  He is running an extra 
5 miles to the start to make it 100 miles in total 
and the aim is to complete the run in under 24 
hours (the record - almost unbelievable - is just 
over 15 hours.)  Good luck Nick! 

Crathie Opportunity Holidays Just before 

the First World War destroyed a generation and 
divided Europe for almost a century, an Aber-
deenshire farmer in Belhelvie, Thomas Mitchell, 
wrote down his thoughts on how to live a good life 
as a series of essays to be delivered to the Mu-
tual Improvement Society of Newburgh.  These 
essays have now been published in book form 
and all Royalties from sales of the book will go to 
Crathie Opportunity Holidays.  The book is enti-
tled “Essays on Life by Thomas Mitchell, Farmer” 
and is published by Vagabond Voices at £8.95. 
Copies are available from COH direct and from 
Deeside Books, Ballater. 

 Crathie Opportunity Holidays would still be 
delighted to hear from anyone interested in be-
coming a Friend of COH. This could involve help-
ing out at some of our events, or joining the team 
who host our coffee mornings for guests, or just a 
bit of gardening. These are not onerous tasks and 
Friends come along when they can. If you like to 
join us, please phone Maggie MacAlpine  
013397 42100.   We will host a Sunday lunch 
and auction at Balmoral in November and further 
details of this event will follow in due course.  As 
always, thank you to all our local friends and sup-
porters. 

HandMade’n Braemar has had a busy start 

helping people of all ages create beautiful tiles & 
pottery projects.  Look out for evening taster ses-
sions and children’s hour starting soon at the Old 
Bakery. 
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Local Volunteer Group for Mar Lodge Estate 

 
This year the Na-
tional Trust for Scot-
land, led by Shaila 
Rao, has started a 
Local Volunteer 
Group for Mar Lodge 
Estate.  The aim of 
the group is to bring 
together people that 
may be interested in 
spending some time 
at Mar Lodge helping 
with practical conser-
vations tasks, learn-
ing about the estate 
and enjoying days 
out in good company 
in a beautiful land-

scape.  Events are held monthly varying between mid-week, week-
ends and evenings and range from guided walks to helping with foot-
path work and preparing for Winterwatch.  So far two successful days 
have been held - one, helping with fence removal (see photo) and the 
other, a guided walk up Cairn Toul and Devil’s Point.  The overarching 
aim of the group is that it should be fun, helpful and informative.  The 
next event is a day helping with footpath maintenance work on Mon-
day 16th June.  If you are interested in being involved please contact 
Shaila Rao at srao@nts.org.uk  013397 20165 

Local volunteers helping with fence removal 

Braemar Local 

History Group 

 
 The official unveiling of 
the first memorial stone at 
the side of the 
Glenshee 
road took 
place on May 
2nd with 25 
attending.  A 
second stone 
is currently 
being carved 
by craftsman, Michel Brat, 
and is meantime located just 
inside the Castle entrance 
gate for anyone wishing for a 
preview. 
 The historical exhibition 
in Braemar parish church is 
proving popular - a collection 
of display boards with photo-
graphs and information on 
the history of Braemar.  Entry 
is free - the church is open 
during the day so do take the 
time to go and have a look.  

Suppliers of walking, climbing and  
mountaineering equipment 

 

Cycle hire - both Mountain and Electric  
 

 

New Café at Braemar  
with fabulous riverside location 

 
 

Open seven days 9am - 6pm 
 

 

For All Your Outdoor Needs 
 

BRAEMAR MOUNTAIN SPORTS Ltd, Invercauld Road,  Braemar 

AB35 5YP           Tel. +44 (0)13397 41242,   

e-mail: braemar@braemarmountainsports.com 

CAIRNGORM MOUNTAIN SPORTS, 111 Grampian Rd, Aviemore, 

PH 22 1RH          Tel: +44 (0)1479 810903,  

email: cairngorm@braemarmountainsports.com 

THE OUTDOOR STORE & THE BOTHY CAFÉ, 43 Bridge St, 

Ballater, AB35 5QD        Tel: +44 (0)3397 53878 or 55191,  

email: ballater@braemarmountainsports.com  

 Neil Menzies Butcher 

Best Quality Scottish Meats 
 

Our own recipe sausages, 100% beefburgers,  

venison burgers,  chicken drumsticks & wings,  

All home-made pies and pastries 

                        
               Find us on facebook  
              for lots of tasty recipes 

Phone 41206 to place an order 

 

 

 

Get ready for summer it’s Barbecue time! 
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Connie Mclaughlan - 
all serving in Singa-
pore at the time.  
Needless to say a 
lot of alcohol was 
consumed.  How-
ever, It wasn’t all 
play; Doug’s ship, 
HMS Ajax, was 
tasked to patrol the 
Malacca Straits 
where they inter-
cepted and captured 
several boats 
loaded with illegal 
arms destined to 
support the confron-

tation in Borneo.  
  On returning to the UK, Doug was part of 
the naval party in Cardiff, drafted in to assist in 
the aftermath of the Aberfan disaster where a 
slag heap had collapsed and buried 116 children 
in the local school.  It was only Doug’s 20th 
birthday!  Doug’s next ship was HMS Tiger 
which hosted what became known as the ‘Tiger 
Talks’, resolving Rhodesian Independence and 
the formation of what is now known as 
Zimbabwe. 
 After reaching the rank of Petty Officer 
Doug decided leave the Navy and transfer his 
skills to civilian life.  He started work in London 
as Technical Manager for an Admiralty Chart 
agent.  He eventually moved back to Aberdeen 
and succeeded in building what was the largest 
agency in the world with offices in UK, Greece, 
Turkey, The Far East and Canada. 
 Doug is an enthusiastic bowler, both               
indoors and outdoors and was Eastern Counties 
short mat bowls champion whilst living in Essex 
and represented Scotland for over 12 years 
playing at the British Isles and World Champion-
ships.  He was an examining umpire in England, 
officiating at world championship level and was 
the first official short mat umpire in Scotland with 
a serial number of 001.  He is still a keen 
bowler& golfer.   Doug and his wife Pamela 
moved back to Braemar seven years ago. They 
have three children and seven grandchildren. 

Braemar Folk Braemar Folk   

Doug Anderson by Richard Baker 

 
 The residents 
of Braemar can be 
forgiven for not rec-
ognizing Doug. He 
is a quiet, reserved 
man who has an 
ability to get things 
done without a 
fuss.  He can be 
seen using his local 
knowledge guiding 
tourists on a Tues-
day night or 
Wednesday after-
noon regaling them 
about the history of 

Braemar from the 1600's to the present day.  
 Doug was born in Braemar in1946 and 
lived with his five brothers and three sisters at 
No.1 and  then No. 8 St Andrews Terrace. 
Growing up in the village, toys were simple, the 
toy of choice was a 
gird (bicycle wheel 
without a tyre) Doug 
would run for miles 
with his gird and 
stick.  Summer was 
playing rounders with 
Angus MacDonald 
and Derek Littlejohn 
in front of the old 
dairy.  Winter was 
sledging down Collies 
Brae, now called 
Cairnadrochit Road.  
After school at week-
ends Doug Delivered 
messages for Johnnie Stammers and worked 
at Tomintoul farm where his eldest brother 
Geordie was tenant crofter.  With no regular 
bus service from Braemar, at about 7 am he 
would get Joe Grant's taxi to Ballater then a 
bus to Aboyne school where they had hot  
butteries and coffee. 
 On leaving school he worked for a while 
in Aberdeen and also on lnvercauld estate but, 
like many youngsters he developed ‘itchy feet’ 
and decided to join his brothers James and 
Ken in the Royal Navy.  Doug adapted well to 
Naval life and, after training, joined his first ship 
serving in the Far East where he was reunited 
with his two brothers, Laurence Curle and  

School days 

A young sailor 

Doug - 2014 

Ballater’s Masonic Lodge   celebrates its 

200th year in 2015.  The Braemar Lodge, 
Royal Braemar, affiliated with Ballater in 1919.  
The Lodge would like to hear from anyone who 
has artefacts relating to Freemasonary in Up-
per Deeside to loan for display in the Lodge- 
Email :  Secretary@stnathalan.org 
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Don’t they look glamorous....some of the Braemar ladies off to the Perth Races for the Break-
through Breast Cancer Ladies day.  Chauffeur Andy Anderson drove the minibus to Perth and back 
-  in thanks for past help with the junior games (all our supporters are much appreciated DG.) If you 
want any tips on good horses to back - it turns out that Joanne and Hazel are the ones to ask...!!  

The 10
th

Junior  

Highland 

Games  

11-13 July 

This years weekend 
starts with a Mar-
quee Fundraising Dinner Dance on Friday 
11th July @ 7.30pm with tickets available from 
John Kinsella singly, or by the table 
013397 41679 with food supplied by Aileen 
and her Glenshee team - so come along and 
enjoy a different night out.  The main event is 
on Saturday 12th July starting at 12 noon in 
the main games ground in Braemar.  All the 
traditional highland games events are open to 
all youngsters up to the age of 17.  There will 
be an adult hill race at 2pm.  In the evening 
there will be a Family Ceilidh in the marquee 
starting at 7.30pm.  On Sunday 13th July 
there will be a Family Funday in the games 
ground with various activities for all the family 
from 11am-4pm (including the popular dog 
show.)  The Heart of the Park Challenge 12K 
race will start at 12noon.  For more informa-
tion see www.braemarjuniorgames.com  

Castleton Dancers 6th Annual Scottish 

Country Dance Weekend (June 6-8)   

Some 76 dancers from as far south as Yorkshire 
and as far north as Nairn flocked to Braemar.  The 
weekend featured a Ceilidh in the village hall on 
Friday followed by classes on Saturday morning 
(see photo above) and a dance in the Stag Ball-
room at Mar Lodge in the evening.  The weekend 
finished off with a farewell Brunch Dance on Sun-
day morning.  Next year’s event will be 5-7th June 
2015 - you will need to book now to ensure a place! 

http://www.braemarjuniorgames.com
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Braemar Castle Doreen Wood  

 Seven years on from the community taking over the 
Castle, we have created our first full-time post.  Laura 
McMeekin will join us as Castle Manager in late June.  Laura 
is currently Visitor Services Team Leader at the National Mu-
seum of Rural Life in East Kilbride and has a degree in  
Archaeology and Celtic Civilisation.  She is also a keen thes-
pian and is heavily involved in amateur dramatics in Glasgow.  
Suspect she will quickly be involved in amateur dramatics in 
Braemar!  Laura will be here in time to help with our school 
visits to Michel Brat’s fantastic Bannockburn exhibition.  We 
have four schools visiting across the week of the anniversary 
with Lumphanan Primary bringing the whole school of 96 chil-
dren! 
 To help promote the Games and the Junior Games we 
have now moved our Gathering exhibition to the cabin to give 
people more time to enjoy it and to watch the 1950s film of the Games which Mary Shewan kindly do-
nated to the History Group.   
 Our Murder Mystery Dinners (back in May) were again a great success - see photos below -  
and much enjoyed with the Castle the per-
fect back-drop.  And we now have a re-
spectable inside loo for these occasions, 
with hot water! thanks to Glenn Perkins who 
has also installed a mini kitchen.   Luxury! 
 Work on the roof is progressing well.  
The precarious looking chimney is being 
skilfully rebuilt with local granite, replacing 
the concrete blocks which had previously 
been used for repairs.  And a number of 
dangerous trees round the castle have now 
been removed with the added bonus of 
opening up the sightlines to the Castle. 
  German students, Britta Kobus 
and Laura Endrezzi will be here for July this 
year and during August the Castle will be 
open daily.  Use your free BCL entry to visit.  

We have had a number of new volun-
teers this season and more are al-
ways welcome.  To support the volun-
teers and as another step to ensuring 
the sustainability of the Castle, we are 
currently exploring audio guides along 
the lines of those used at Balmoral.  
These will not replace the guided 
tours which make the Castle so spe-
cial but will give visitors more choice 
and allow extended opening. 

Laura McMeekin, new Castle Manager 

Mystery dinner cast - from top left :  Sir 
Clive (Richard Baker);  Right Hon. Hugo 
Fanshaw (Susie Farquharson); Miss Dora 
Worthington-Jones (Louise Kelly);  Mr 
Sandy Greatham (Pete Holden); Miss 
Madge Thistlethwaite (Sue Sherrard); 
Miss Losta Marbles (Marilyn Baker) and 
Lady Clarissa (Pat Thomson) 

Enjoying the castle ambience... Hugo with his women friends 
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Massive Boost for St Margaret’s 

 The St Margaret’s Project received a massive boost with the 
announcement that Mr and Mrs Wirth of Invercauld House have 
pledged a donation of £50,000 towards the project from the Wirth 
Family Trust.  The Trust has been set up to encourage the devel-
opment of art, culture and education and the Wirths believe that 
the St Margaret’s Project addresses all these aims.  In addition 
they have set the Project Group the challenge, that if they can add 
to that sum from other sources and increase the total to £200,000, 
then they will donate a further £50,000. 
 It is hoped that this support will extend beyond purely financial assistance - giving further hope 
that the project can provide the SRCT with the sustainable end use which is essential for them to un-
dertake the restoration - and so avoid the alternative scenario which would see this important building 
abandoned to decline into a dangerous, visual blight on the village landscape. 
 Last month saw a very enjoyable concert at St Margaret’s featuring Scottish tenor, Jamie Mac-
Dougall and traditional musicians The Old Blind Dogs.  Serious efforts were made to improve the envi-
ronment inside the building and some members of the audience were actually heard to say, “It’s almost 
too hot in here!”  When was that last said I wonder? 
 The organisers of the Aberdeen International Youth festival have confirmed that the Inter Schools 
Orchestra from New York will play in St Margaret’s on Thursday 31 July and negotiations are under-
way to bring Paul Mealor and the Aberdeen University Singers here for a concert in the Autumn so 

look out for more publicity and for tickets going on sale.    Pete Mulvey 

Braemar Visitor Management Plan (VMP) - almost there!  

 Under the Community Action Plan process a visitor group in the village has been working with 
consultants, Tourism Resources, to develop a Visitor management Plan (VMP).  The process has in-
volved much research, analysis, discussion and debate and the fruits of all that labour are scheduled to  
be presented to  the community on Thursday 26th June (exact time and place to be determined) 
 The final report will provide some clear facts, views and opinions that are intended to inform the 
community and demonstrate the need for the various actions outlined in the plan.  General acceptance 
by the community of the plan is required as is the process for delivering it!  The consultants have com-
mended the level of community/volunteer effort in Braemar but have raised the question of duplication 
of effort and potential of opportunities being missed.  A better way of doing what is required will be part 
of the action plan. 
 The whole report is substantial and will be available to all relevant parties following the conclusion 
of the meeting on the 26th.  Some of the information and views expressed in the draft plan are as fol-
lows (these are just a few to provide an insight into the range of content of the plan). 

 The aim of creating a VMP is to ‘improve the economic and social benefits to the Braemar Com-
munity from tourism’ 

 Braemar is a small community  that will best benefit in the future from choosing and focusing its 
efforts ….where it has key strengths 

 In Braemar’s case it is considered its key strengths and unique selling points are its natural and 
built environment 

 One of the main issues currently and potentially in the future that will curtail success is ‘failure to  
work with others in targeting and promoting to relevant markets’ 

 There is currently a great lack of any traditional, quality ‘pub culture’ 
 The architecture and village environment provides significant visual stimulation and is one of the 

main attractions for visitors - it must be maintained at all costs 
 Of significance is the number of bed spaces not associated with a serviced product.  At peak 

times the population is underprovided with services 
 The aim is to move Braemar towards being a competent destination that fully meets the needs of 

its markets. 
If you are involved with working with tourists/visitors in any way, please take the time to attend 
the meeting on June 26th.  A good plan will benefit all and a good plan needs your participation 
and support.  If you are interested in being present at the meeting on the 26th and have not been noti-
fied of the event then please contact Dave Chandler 41294 and full details will be provided. 
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Councillor’s CornerCouncillor’s CornerCouncillor’s Corner 

Geva Blackett 

013397 41541  
(mobile) 0787 647 5269 
 

Please contact me anytime if you 
need help or advice. 
 

Email: Cllr.G.Blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 
 Aboyne Academy confirms that 80% of stu-
dents who leave the school, leave the area and 
don’t return.  While it is good for young people to 
go out and explore the wider world, it is a poten-
tial sociological disaster if none of them return.  In 
my opinion it is the lack of affordable housing lies 
at the root of this hemorrhage but we have to 
PROVE there is a need for more affordable hous-
ing.  Everyone who lives in private rented accom-
modation and, really importantly, a tied house, 
should be on the Housing List (you just don't 
know what the future holds).  So… please en-
courage your friends and family to go to  https://
www.apply4homes.org.uk and put themselves on 
the housing list as soon as possible! – they are 
eligible to do so from the age of 16.  There will 
shortly be an Event hosted by the Royal Deeside 
Partnership (the umbrella organisation for Ballater 
Royal Deeside, Braemar Community Ltd and Mid 
Deeside Ltd) at which examples of existing com-
munity housing ownership will be given and work-
shops will take place to help the individual com-
munities focus on how they might want to pro-
gress this initiative. 
 Many of you will know Les Allan, the Marr 
Area Manager for many years, is retiring in June. 
He will be greatly missed by many.  Janelle Clark, 
has been selected as his successor and she has 
been invited to attend a Braemar community 
council meeting. 
 Update on local medical services: 

 The X-ray build at Aboyne hospital is now 
underway.  Once in place there will be an 
orthopaedic clinic in Aboyne 

 Osteoporosis treatment is being rolled out 
across practices in the area and a special 
mobile scanner has been purchased for out-
reach scanning 

 GPs can now get email advice from a range 
of consultants which will hopefully remove 
the need for referrals.  A cardiology clinic 
and interviews for a GP with specialist inter-
est in cardiology are imminent. 

 Chemotherapy is now available at Aboyne 
hospital. 

Katrina Farquhar 

 

013398 80836   
(mobile) 0787 647 5403 
 
 
Email: 
cllr.k.farquhar@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 
Lots going on and lots of information to highlight... 
 

 Library service online - register once and you 
can access all kinds of information, DVDs, mu-
sic, magazines, talking books and just books in 
general.  You can order to have delivered by 
the mobile library or read online 
www.capitaldiscovery.co.uk/aberdeenshire 

 Online assistance - if you think you may be en-
titled to any kind of benefit there is now an 
online benefit claim and calculator.  Benefits 
such as pension credit, housing benefit, coun-
cil tax reduction and Scottish Welfare fund 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/benefits/calculator.asp  

 Get your event onto the Aberdeenshire Council 
website, it’s really easy to do so, go to: 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/events/submit.asp 

 A Scottish Scenic Route Initiative is in the 
process of judging at the moment and two 
places in the Cairngorms National Park have 
been short listed - Corgarff and Glenshee.  De-
sign competitions are currently ongoing and 
hopefully by the next edition of the Buzzard we 
should have a winning design. 

 Cairngorms Outdoor Access Trust have gained 
planning permission for altering the Seven 
Bridges walk in Ballater from the Bridge of 
Muick taking it off the road and making it safer 
for walkers and cyclists.  Work has also begun 
on the upgrade of the path through the Lairig 
an Laoigh.  Helicopters carried in the equip-
ment and modules for the work to commence, 
work will continue through the summer.  The 
trust have launched a new website accessed 
at www.cairngormsoutdooraccess.org.uk 

Braemar Community Council  

Election Results 

 
 Following recent elections a new Commu-
nity Council is now in place - members are as  
follows: 

 

Chair: Carole Paterson   
Vice Chair:  Selena Hill Secretary:  Joanne Morris 
 

Members:  John Torrance; John Kinsella; Graham 
Mitchell; Alisdair Colquhoun 
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You Are Invited to a Wedding…… 

 
Well, Four actually.  Yes 2014 is the 20th anniversary of 
popular British film, Four Weddings and a Funeral. Make 
a date to come along to the village hall on Saturday 28th 
June at 7.30pm for a mock wedding reception and showing 

of the film.  Dress up as though you were going to a recep-
tion (hats welcome), bring your own favourite beverage and 
we’ll serve a light buffet supper including wedding cake, while you listen to the 
soundtrack, watch the film, and enjoy a nostalgic trip back to the 90s.  As the eve-
ning is a fundraiser for the Braemar Creative Arts Festival, we’re planning a Silent 
Auction of original pieces of art or craft made by our own artistic folk. Tickets, for 
show, supper and auction will be £10, and £8 for concessions.  For catering pur-
poses, pre-booking would be useful.  Please email mjdante@hotmail.co.uk or 
41225 to book a space. 

SWRI News update 

 The committee of the SWRI is pleased to report a very successful year 
of meetings, in the Colonel’s Bed, Invercauld Hotel with membership increas-
ing to 40.  
 There are two functions planned for the summer that may, depending 
on numbers, be open to non members. The first of these is the Summer Out-
ing, sometime in July.  This year it will be trip to Edinburgh, offering a wide 
choice of places to visit.  Watch out for posters with details of costs and how 
to book etc. 
 On Sunday August 17th, we’ll host the Annual Flower and Craft 
Show in the Village Hall, and this is open to everybody.  A full breakdown of 
the classes and sections will be sent to each WRI member, and posters will 
inform the rest of the community.  There will be teas and home bakes served. 

Pictured above, Braemar school pupils help plant 
up the new community orchard (Friday March 
21st).   
 The orchard is now becoming well estab-
lished and it is hoped to source and plant some 
berry bushes soon.  Feel free to bide and enjoy 
the sun and admire the orchard (bench is pro-
vided!) - and if there’s a croquet set laid out, help 
yourself to a mallet (just inside porch of Chapel 
House) and have some fun.  If anyone feels  
inspired to plant anything, also please feel free. 

Carole Paterson 

  B R A E M A R   L O D G E 
 

Hotel  Restaurant  Malt Room  Log Cabins  Bunkhouse 

A warm welcome awaits in this beautiful Victorian 
Lodge. 7 en suite rooms with all facilities 

Relax in front of a roaring log fire and enjoy a dram… 
over 200 malt whiskies to choose from. 

Enjoy self-catering or bed & breakfast facilities in one 
of our 9 log cabins or the bunkhouse which sleeps 12. 

New for 2014 
Enjoy dining in our newly extended dining room 
which has been beautifully refurbished in tasteful 
tweeds and tartans reflecting the natural beauty of 

the panoramic views of Ben Avon. 

We now cater for functions of up to 80 people in the 
new dining room and, for parties of up to 20, in our 

smaller dining room. 

Our award winning chef takes the best of local 
produce and prepares it using natural flair and 

innovation. 

For enquiries and bookings: 013397 41627  
 

or mail@braemarlodge.co.uk  

 

mailto:mjdante@hotmail.co.uk
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School News On 

Thursday 29th May the chil-
dren of Braemar School, 
including the Nursery em-
barked on their very own 
reading month.  The event 
is the brainchild of Marilyn Baker who for many 
years was nursery teacher at the school but 
since her retirement comes back to teach once a 
week on a supply basis.  The reading month is 
really to encourage the children to get into the 
habit of reading every day.  They take home a 
weekly reading chart and must read for a certain 
time each day.  The nursery and Primary 1’s can 
have the books read to them, the older the chil-
dren are the more minutes they are expected to 
read for.  The children then earn points for their 
teams. There will be other activities throughout 
the month related to reading, book reviews, be-
come an author, buddy reading and many more.  
The build-up to the start of the event caused 
much excitement and the children took their first 
reading charts home with great enthusiasm.   

 

 

 

 

The children of primary 1 – 3 were asked if they 
could go anywhere in the world for their summer 
holidays , where would they go…? 
 

 

I would really like to 
go to Gairloch and 
play on the beach and 
look at the views 

Kaitlin P1 

 

I’d like to go to 
Qatar to see my 
cousins I’ve heard 
there is a swim-
ming pool there.  
I’ve looked it up 
on the map and it 
looks really good. 

Haydn P3 

I want to go to 
Disneyland it 
sounds like 
lots of fun and 
I love the Dis-
ney characters 

 

Scott P2 

I would like to go back 
to my old island, the is-
land of Rum.  I always 
remember the bluebells 
in the wood and it 
makes me feel happy  

Jamie P3 

Braemar Scouts 

This year 33 cubs, 
scouts and explor-
ers with 8 leaders 
are all heading off 

to Badaguish camping for 3 
nights.  The scouts and explor-
ers are walking through the 
Lairig Ghru 
while the 
cubs go on 
ahead by 
cars and 
set up 
camp for 
them all and cook their supper.  
The activities organised for the 
trip include sailing on Loch Mor-
lich, a trip to Landmark and the 
usual scout pioneering activities.  
The dates are Sunday 6th – 
Wednesday 9th July.  This is the 
first time the cubs have been 
camping for more than one 
night. 

Paws for thought... 

 

Name: Fingal  

Age: 13 

Owners: Shaila, Mike, 

Ella and Calan 

Home: Stables Cottage 

Mar Lodge Estate 

Breed: Kelpie (Collie 

cross Dingo) 

Likes:  I love all the exercise that I get and the nice cosy 

house to come home to. I also like my new chicken friends, 

(except when they peck me and steal all the attention). 

Dislikes: I hate gunshots and also fireworks and as I said some-

times the chickens can get a bit annoying. The one other thing 

that gets slightly irritating is all the other dogs sniffing about 

and peeing in my territory.  

 I’m starting to get old now and I’m not nearly so fit!  I’m a 

little deaf but sometimes when people shout at me I ignore 

them just a bit but really everyone is nice to me and I hope 

they enjoy my presence!      By Ella Daniels   



Whats on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

June 26 Th Visitor Management Plan - village consultation (for venue - 
see notice boards) 

June 27 Fri Ceilidh village Hall with New Distillery Ceilidh Band.  Village 
Hall  

June 28 Sat Four Weddings and a Funeral - Film in Village Hall, 7.30pm.  
Come dressed for the occasion and enjoy a fun packed eve-
ning!  Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) inc. show and supper.  
41225 to book 

July 6 Sun Braemar Castle - intimate piano recital with tea at 4.30pm.  
Tickets £8, children free. Book online or 013397 41219 

July 26 Sat Concert with Gaberlunzie.  Village Hall 

July 11-13 Braemar Junior Highland Games weekend - more info on 
page 6  or visit www.braemarjuniorgames.com  

July 27 Sun Performance of ‘Treasure Island’ in the grounds of Braemar 
Castle with the Walking Theatre group 

July 28 Mon National Ceilidh Trail. Concert.  Village Hall 

July 31 Th Inter Schools Orchestra from New York concert at St Marga-
ret’s as part of Aberdeen International Youth Festival 

Aug 10 Sun Re-enactment of World War 1 fundraising concert with Scot-
tish, classical and light opera.  Braemar Castle 

Aug 5 Tues Walk of Remembrance, commemorating start of WW1.  Meet 
@ fountain at Auchendryne 11.0 am.   Finish at War Memorial. 

Aug 5 Tues Cairngorms Ceilidh Trail.  Concert.  Village Hall 

Aug 17 Sun Annual SWRI Flower & Craft Show Village Hall 

Sept 19 Fri BBQ & Safari to Braemar WW2/Cold war defensive areas 

Sept 21 Sun Schiaparelli Pink day, Braemar Castle - free entry to pink 
wearers 

 Weekly Events 

Tues/Weds History Walks 8pm Tues evenings, 2.0 pm Wed afternoons 
around Braemar.  Meet outside Invercauld Hotel - finishes at 
the Games Park, approx 90 mins.  

Wednesdays Highland Dancing Display  8.30 pm.  Village Hall - during 
July and August and first Wed in September 

Thursdays Mar Lodge Evening Stroll  7.0 pm  Pre-booking 013397 
20164  Adult £3  For other Ranger events at Mar Lodge visit 
www.nts.org.uk/Property/Mar-Lodge-Estate/Events/All/ 

  

 Mobile Library Service 

Tuesdays 

Calls monthly.  
More information 
from  
Aberdeenshire  
Library &  
Information  
Service 01651 87270 

Village  
Bin Collections - 

Thursdays 

Wheelie Bins: 

June 12th 26th 

July 10th 24th 

August 7th 21st 

Recycling: 

June 19th  

July 3rd 17th 

August 14th 28th 

 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to: 
info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

 

Deadline for next edition: August 31st  2014 
 

Website: www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Adverts: Cost £15.00 per eighth of page 
Contact Maggie MacAlpine  41245 

Did you know??? 

 An Aberdeenshire 
Whisky Trail,‘The Secret 
Malts of Aberdeenshire,’ 
was launched in May.  
There are eight working 
distilleries featured in the 
guide - Ardmore 
(Kennethmont); Fetter-
cairn; Glendronach 
(Forgue); Glen Garioch 
(Inverurie); Glenglas-
suagh (Portsoy); 
Knockdu (Knock); 
Macduff; Royal Lochna-
gar.  Four of these have 
small visitor centres and 
regular tours - others will 
organise informal tours.  
Copies of the trail are 
available free at the dis-
tilleries and local TICs. 


