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Braemar Brewing Company is born! - see article on 

page 4 

Stop 

Press! 

 Thanks to 

new volunteers coming 

forward, the Beaver and Cub sections of 

the Braemar Scout Group are re-starting 

in the village.  Every Thursday night in 

Castleton Hall from 4.30pm.   

 Fantastic news for all the 6-10 year 

olds in the village who can then progress 

on into the Scout section. 

Kindrochit Court  

Housing 
  
…is the working title for 

the planned development 

in Tomrichton wood, where the farm 

buildings currently stand.  The project 

was originally granted planning  

permission in 2014 for 11 affordable 

houses and flats.  In 2019, a study 

identified the potential to build up to 15 

houses, carefully positioned in the  

sunniest parts of the site.  Braemar 

Community Limited have now teamed 

up with Rural Housing Scotland and 

Sam Foster Architects, who carried out 

the 2019 survey, to work together to 

make this long-spoken-about project 

happen. 
 

 Over the next twelve months  

acquisition of the site will be negotiated, 

funding for the housing identified and 

the technical designs for the project  

developed.  Feedback from the  

community has established a strong 

desire to create a new road to access 

the site – minimising the need to use 

the existing, tight access track.  
 

 Architect Sam Foster, now  

working with Rural Housing Scotland, 

said: “We are very pleased to be able 

to continue working with residents and 

businesses in Braemar to take the  

findings from the feasibility study to the 

next stage. The site at Kindrochit Court 

has enormous potential for high quality, 

low-carbon, affordable homes to  

provide secure accommodation to 

those living and working in the area.” 

 

continues page 4 

Please pick 

up a copy but  

do leave a 

donation in 

the box 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/0?cid=YnJhZW1hcmFiZXJkZWVuc2hpcmVAZ21haWwuY29t
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Dorothy Ramsay  

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

Advertising:   adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page 

- use contact details (immediately above) to book 

space.   

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard together 

with the ’live’ events calendar (updated between  

issues) can be viewed online (in FULL colour!) on 

our website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  Copies 

are delivered free of charge within the locality of  

Braemar.  Extra copies can be obtained from the 

garage, the art gallery, the ’Speciality Shop’ and the 

newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard is funded by 

advertising and donations - donation tins are at all 

these outlets for any very welcome contribution  

towards costs.  

 Please do send us your views on articles/

issues raised in this Buzzard.  Feedback is  

welcomed via ’Letters to the Editor’.  

St Andrew’s Church Braemar   

• said goodbye to Parish Priest, Fr Chris Brannan, 

as he retired after 7 years in Upper Deeside.   

He was given a painting and a cheque at a   

leaving presentation in St Nathalans, Ballater.  

We wish him a long and happy retirement.   The 

new parish priest is Fr Peter Kelly, who comes 

from Our Lady and St Joseph’s in Kirkwall,   

Orkney.  He took up the post on March 1st.  

• St Andrew’s afternoon teas will continue 

through Lent  with proceeds going to SCIAF 

(Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund).  Your 

donations are gratefully received. 

• Crisp bags for Helimed (a Scottish air         

ambulance service) - please continue to leave 

your empty wiped out crisp bags in the bag on 

the gate of St Andrew’s.  They are being        

collected to raise funds to support a second   

helicopter that will be based in Aberdeen.       

Aberdeenshire Council doesn’t currently recycle 

crisp packets - so it’s a win/win for Helimed and 

the environment! 

• Please do not throw out your usable bras! - 

these are being collected for women in Gambia 

via the charity ‘Smalls for all’.  There’s a       

collection point in St Andrew’s Church porch.  

Also wanted, warm clothing, hats, gloves etc. for 

the homeless in Aberdeen.  

• VE day is on May 8th and there will be a joint  

denominations service in St Andrew’s on May 

10th followed by a tea party in the grounds and 

a commemorative ‘tree planting’ in the orchard.  

We hope to have live music, a pony and trap, 

games and a puppet show - watch out for      

details.  If you have any old photos, mementoes, 

stories relating to VE day please share them at 

the service.  The event is open to all.   

Carole Paterson 
 

A new Community HUB ?  - there are  

proposals in hand to turn the ’old’ Highland Society 

Office into a ‘HUB’ for multi-community use 

(library, workshops, etc.).  The building is already 

used for the Pop Up Pantry (see article page 3) -

so watch for new developments coming soon! 
 

Invercauld Hotel - what’s happening at the  

Invercauld?  Federica Bertolini, general manager 

at the Fife Arms advises that  “The Invercauld  

hotel is now closed to the public in its entirety and 

will remain a building site until further notice.”  
 

Un-manned cabin in the Mews to replace 

the TIC -  a planning application has been  

submitted, the cabin to act as an information point 

for tourists.  This is a joint venture between the 

Braemar Community Council and the Tourism 

Group. 

Community Update: 
 

Braemar Community Council -  a reminder 

that  members of the community are welcome to  

attend as observers (next meeting is April 20th.)  If 

there are issues that  you would like to see raised 

then speak to any members of the  Community 

Council or email braemarccsecretary@outlook.com 
 

 

The HIVE is an informal, open get 

together of representatives from the 

public and private sector in the village 

who programme events and/or work 

with volunteers.  The objective is to, 

where possible, avoid diary clashes and collaborate 

on specific areas we have in common e.g. volunteer 

engagement and village wide events.  The value is 

in the face to face discussion over a cuppa.  The 

next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th March 

at 1.00 in the Highland Games Pavilion. Anyone 

wishing to join this meeting or the mailing list should 

contact Jane Smith 

jane@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk.    

mailto:jane@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
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Braemar Care are looking to recruit more home carers. 

Full training is given with good rates of pay. 

If you feel you would like to join our caring team  

Please contact the Care Co-ordinator  

susie@braemarcare.com 

07936 362724 

Braemar Pop up Pantry 

Fare Share Food Initiative 

Braemar Highland Charity Office 
   

 Braemar Pop up  

Pantry is open four times a 

week - three daytimes and one 

evening - and once a month on 

Saturday and also by request.  We receive our 

foodstuffs from CFINE (a Scottish charity -  

Community Food Initiatives North East), and have 

been tasked with getting foodstuffs out into  

Aberdeenshire.  CFINE’s mission is to improve 

health and well being and the environment. 

 The food we receive is derived from  

supermarkets and stores overordering/stock  

piling and CFINE are asked if they can take to  

distribute, so the shop is open to everyone and is 

not a food bank.  Membership is £3 per year and 

anyone who wishes to make a monetary donation 

for their goods is welcome to do so.  Monies go 

back to CFINE, to help with their work and transport 

costs, and to Braemar Highland Charity so it’s a 

win/win.  We also stock sanitary products which 

places are encouraged to do so and distribute. 

 We have 45 members at present and the 

shop is well used.  We also deliver to those who 

cannot access the shop.  Volunteers are being 

sought to help man the shop for a one hour  

session approximately once a month.  If you would 

be interested please contact Carole Paterson 

07708 001798, Kathleen Kinsella or David Geddes.  

All help gratefully received.  

 

Tree Surgery 
Qualified & experienced tree surgeons covering all aspects of tree surgery, 

including stump removal & 24 hour emergency call out 

Garden Design & Construction 

Patios, Decking, Turf, Raised Beds, Walls, Water Features, Planting 
Call us to find out what more we can do! 

Garden Maintenance 
Grass cutting, Lawn care, Hedge Cutting, Shrub Pruning, Weeding & more! 

Fencing & Gates 
All types of bespoke fencing and gates 

Narrow Access Cherry Picker 

For precision tree pruning, wide hedges, paintwork & gutter cleaning 
If you can’t get to it, our Cherry Picker can! 

* 

Logs, Wood Chips, Mulch, Site Clearance, Painting,  
Ground Work & Excavations 

 

Tarland: 01339 881589/ 07932 075225 
julian@julianbarclay.com        www.julianbarclay.com There is a thriving volunteering com-

munity in Braemar without which the 

volume of events and attractions 

simply could not operate.  There is, however, always 

room for more to take part.  Volunteers too should 

benefit from their experience, whether it’s gaining 

new skills, sharing existing skills, meeting new peo-

ple, building a CV , or just having fun.  It’s always up 

to the volunteer what, how, where and for how long.  

To make it easier for everyone to see what volun-

teering is available there is a new Braemar Volun-

teers Facebook page where organisations will do a 

call out.  There will also be a volunteering stand at 

the next Tourist Engagement Meeting in the Village 

Hall on Thursday 12th March at 7.30.  Aileen 

Longino, Development Officer for Aberdeenshire  

Voluntary Action has a drop in surgery at the Bothy 

1st Tues of every month from 10 – 12.  You can also 

just contact any organisation in the village who use 

volunteers and ask if they have any new positions 

available …  

Braemar Volunteers 

Braemar Community Matters 
 

It’s time to put together a new issue of  

Community Matters - your handy guide to 

what’s going on in Braemar - groups,  

activities, services , churches etc.  Listing  

includes venues and contact details.  If you 

are a new group or contact details have 

changed since issue 7 - then don’t wait for us 

to contact you, send us an email!   

info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk   

The new issue will be distributed as a free  

insert in a forthcoming Buzzard. 

mailto:susie@braemarcare.com
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Braemar Brewing Company is 
born!       By Aimi Blueman 

 The idea of a brewery in Braemar was dreamt 

of many years ago.  Dave started home brewing 

along with some friends and the idea developed 

from there.  As the village landscape evolved, he 

wanted to do something new and unique which 

would provide a visitor attraction and local produce 

and so the Braemar Brewing Co. Ltd. was born.  

 Many of you will have seen the brewing kit 

arriving and taking up residence in Taste, this is a  

2 ½ barrels micro brewing kit, which is relatively 

small scale and which Dave describes as a  

‘Nano Brewery'.  Small scale however is likely to 

produce around 25,000 litres a year!  

 The brewing kit is second hand and wood clad, Dave has painstakingly refurbished the externals 

and now the internal parts of the kit need to be cleaned ready for production, which will commence by the 

summer.  The basic brewing process is to take malted barley and soak in hot water which produces a 

sugary liquid or 'wort'.  This liquid is then boiled with hops to add bitterness and flavour before being 

transferred to fermentation tanks with yeast for the alcohol to form, which takes about a week.  

 Initially the Braemar Brewing Co. Ltd. will produce real ale, conditioned for casks and bottles.  The 

Cask process takes around 10 days and bottles three weeks.  On average the Brewery can produce  

12 casks and 500 bottles every week!  

 The Braemar Brewing Co. Ltd. hopes in due course to do tours and experiences and bottle beer for 

special occasions such as weddings etc.  Look out for the Facebook page and website (brewbraemar.uk) 

coming soon. 

. ..and yes! ... Dave will be having tasting sessions in the future... form an orderly queue please! 
              

Geva Blackett 

013397 41541 (mobile) 0787 647 5269 

Email: cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
 

 I am so pleased to see the Kindrochit Court Housing 

project taking the next steps forward.  It is now up to the  

community to come to the monthly ‘surgeries’ and engage.  If 

you are looking to downsize, need a permanent home to raise 

your family in or are a single person perhaps wanting   

somewhere to live – perhaps share a tenancy or even buy in 

a shared equity agreement, it is essential you are registered 

on the Aberdeenshire Housing list or you won’t qualify.  You 

can put your name on that list here:  

https://www.apply4homes.org.uk   Sam Foster is the Project 

Officer and will be happy to answer your questions, note your 

suggestions and explain what happens next. 
 You may notice new signs at the foot of the B976 in 

Crathie – they will indicate with flashing lights when the road 

to Gairnshiel Bridge is closed.  The traffic lights on the bridge 

at Invercauld will be made permanent shortly in order to  

protect it.  Plans for the new bridge at Gairnshiel continue with 

planning applications being submitted. 

Kindrochit Court Hous-

ing (cont. from front page) 

  

Architect Sam Foster will be visiting 

Braemar on a monthly basis and there 

are plans to set up a drop-in ‘surgery’ 

for residents and businesses to find 

out more about the project.  Details of 

these, and regular updates, will be 

posted on the Braemar Community 

Facebook page and regular updates in 

the Buzzard.  Between times please 

ask Simon Blackett or Dave Sherrard 

for an update.      

 The financial support of the 

Cairngorms National Park Authority is 

gratefully acknowledged by BCL in 

helping to develop proposals for the 

project as is the perseverance shown 

by our local councillor, Geva Blackett, 

in driving the community ownership 

agenda forward with both the CNPA 

and Aberdeenshire Council. 

http://brewbraemar.uk/
https://www.apply4homes.org.uk/
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Climate change  
and impacts in the Cairngorms National Park 

 
 In April 2019 the First Minister declared a Climate  

Emergency.  So how worried should we be?  If you take a look 

at the Cairngorms National Park  (CNP) website 

www.cairngorms,co.uk you will find a whole section starting to 

address some of the issues associated with impacts of climate 

change to the Park.  The current thinking is that biodiversity 

loss, disruption to water supplies and flooding are some of the  

most immediate concerns caused by rising global temperatures. 

 In December 2019 a new study looking at temperature 

trends and snow cover in the Park was published.  The study 

was carried out by researchers at the James Hutton Institute 

and can be read in full on the CNPA website.  The researchers 

modelled data collected over the past 100 years - the data,  

although extensive (and interestingly much of which came from 

Balmoral estate), was certainly not complete.  They concluded 

that snow cover patterns in the next ten years may remain fairly 

similar to those in the previous ten years but that from 2030  

onwards, there is likely to be a substantial decline in the number 

of days of snow cover.   

 So what are the implications of decline in snow cover? - 

apart from the obvious impact on the length of the ski season!   

The implications are many and varied - and include a lot of 

‘unknowns’.  For example, snow has an insulating effect and 

helps dampen variations in soil temperatures - this in turn  

decreases the erosion associated with freeze/thaw cycles and 

protects vegetation from frost damage.   Decreases in snow 

cover will thus have important consequences for species  

composition and distribution.   

 An example of one of the ‘unknowns’ - white snow reflects 

solar radiation.  A change from white snow to darker vegetation 

means that soil and rock will absorb more heat energy leading 

to warmer surface temperatures.  Potentially decline in snow 

cover could accelerate increases in temperatures.  

 On a related issue, the River Dee Trust is taking steps to 

address rises in river temperatures.  They announced this  

January that, working in partnership with the Dee District  

Salmon Fishery Board, they were expanding the planting of 

trees along the River Dee - the target, a million trees within 15 

years.  The aim is to provide shade, places to hide and food 

sources alongside the river to protect against more of the  

extreme temperatures that climate change is likely to cause.  

Atlantic salmon stocks are declining fast across the UK and they 

are hoping that these steps may give the young salmon their 

best chance of survival before leaving their native rivers for the 

sea.    

 If we accept that climate change is happening, then we all 

need to think carefully about steps that each of us can take to 

ameliorate the impacts and to reduce the rate of change.    

We’re entering unchartered territory, the ramifications of global 

warming are immense. 

 

Liz Robertson 

Snowfall’s getting scarcer 
Flash flooding’s getting worse 

Cars are choking up our streets, the 

numbers are a curse. 

We’re squandering resources, without 

a thought or care 

And adding to the burden of 

the carbon in the air. 

 

The temperature is rising, it’s too good 

to be true 

As it’s bringing types of weather the 

like of which we never knew. 

The world is out to self-destruct, I’m 

feeling down and blue, 

Surely there are things to help that 

you and I can do? 

 

Walking’s good 

It keeps you fit 

Saves taking out the car, 

Cuts down the fumes 

Frees up the streets 

Shows you where you are. 

 

Connect with nature, 

Plant a tree, 

Eat fruit and veg in season, 

Encourage wild flowers in your lawn, 

Don’t weed kill without reason. 

 

Use local shops and local trades, 

Support your nearby town, 

By cutting all those extra miles  

We’ll keep pollution down. 

 

Eating, drinking on the go? 

Think ahead and plan, 

Take a cup, a sandwich box, 

Cut packaging where you can. 

 

Plastic’s great! such useful stuff, 

We use it everywhere, 

Don’t treat it as a throw-away, 

Re-use, re-use with care. 

 

Take an interest in your neighbours, 

Focus on well-being, 

Look outward, think of consequences 

And exactly what you’re doing. 

 

Snowfall’s getting scarcer, flash  

flooding’s getting worse 

Become aware and do your share 

To avert climate change             
catastrophe... 
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Opening End of March 2020 

 

 

Serving the Very Best Local Food 

from our Grill & Beers, Gins & 

Whiskies from our Snug Bar. 

7-9 Invercauld Road, Braemar.  

(Old Bistro Building) 

01339 741 234 

TheCairnGrill@hotmail.co.uk  

THE SCOTTISH SALE 
FINE ART & ANTIQUES 
VALUATION DAY 
Thursday 2 April 

10am to 3pm 

Braemar Highland Games Centre, 
Broombank Terrace AB35 5YX 

 

Bonhams Auctioneers are holding a valuation day event offering 

valuations of all things Scottish including pictures, works of art,  

silver, jewellery, ceramics, glass and arms & armour, to be held at 

the Braemar Highland Games Centre. 

Entries will be accepted for our annual auction The Scottish Sale, 

held on 20 May in Edinburgh. We will also be able to advise you on 

the value of any other art or antique item. Home visits also available 

for larger items. 

 

Suggested donation in aid of the Braemar Royal Highland Charity 

(SC037233) is £5  
No appointment necessary 

 

 

 

 

ENQUIRIES 

0131 225 2266 

edinburgh@bonhams.com 

www.bonhams.com/scotland 
 

mailto:TheCairnGrill@Hotmail.co.uk
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Braemar Folk – John Macpherson 

By Susie Farquharson 
 

 John was born in Kirkcaldy in 1946.  His dad returned from the 

war after serving in the Royal Army Service Corps and John’s birth 

was the result.  After a year in Kirkcaldy the family moved to Airdrie for 

another year and after that, moved to Dundee.   

 John attended Morgan Academy but left when he was ten and 

the family settled in Edinburgh  -  John moved to George Heriot’s 

School.  After leaving school John went to St Andrews University 

where he studied pure mathematics, applied mathematics and  

physics.  After the first year he failed all the end of year exams, twice!!  

As he also failed the re-sits, John promptly left and moved to Herriot 

Watt University where he achieved an honours and BSc in building.  

After graduation he then moved onto Bristol University where he 

achieved a post graduate in Radio, Film and TV production.  This was 

the end of his academic studies and he then moved into employment.   

 His first job was from 1971–1974 as producer of Glasgow University TV.  From 1974–1978 he 

worked for Aberdeen University TV, also as producer.  While working here he filmed the pilot programme 

for the much loved BBC Scotland programme ‘The Beechgrove Garden’.  Following on from the pilot, 

John transferred to the BBC and produced The Beechgrove Garden from 1978 right up to 1990.  

 On the weekend of 10th and 11th of December 1990, John moved to his newly bought house on 

Broombank Terrace, Braemar.  On Monday 12th December, the very next day, John was called to a  

meeting in Glasgow where he was made redundant from the BBC.  The Beechgrove Garden was once 

the most watched programme on BBC Scotland and it’s still going.  The  highlight of John’s career at the 

BBC was producing the Queen Mother’s 80th birthday programme in 1980. 

 John held the post of chair of the Braemar Community Council for a good while but John is probably 

most renowned in Braemar for directing the once annual Braemar Pantomime.  The first panto was put on 

in 1993 and funnily enough was not John’s idea but the then Braemar School PTA asked if he would help!  

Of course, as we all know he ended up doing everything and it ran very successfully for 25 years.  The 

last 2 years there has sadly not been enough people able to volunteer in all areas including acting,  

wardrobe, make-up, stage manager and stage crew.  Hopefully one day it will once again be part of the 

Braemar Christmas Celebrations.  John said he would happily be the Director if it ever were to return.  He 

can’t pin down his favourite panto but he does think the hardest but most rewarding one he directed was 

not a panto but was a musical version of ‘A Christmas Carol’. 

 John has always been a railway enthusiast and when he was younger for 2-3 weeks every summer 

he would go down to the Ffestiniog railway in Wales and volunteer on the 2 foot gauge steam railway.  

Unfortunately, when he started producing The Beechgrove Garden his summers were taken up so he 

could no longer do this.  He had some friends from the railway who wanted to have a go at skiing so he 

invited them to stay with him when he was living in Banchory before he moved up to Braemar.  They said 

that they would only stay with him and ski at Glenshee if he went with them.  He then discovered a 

strange new world and was hooked.  The first day in ski hire,  Robin Lamont handed 

over ski boots which John thought were the most uncomfortable looking things ever!  

In fact, for the first 2 days they made his big toes go black.  Robin then asked him 

what length skis he would like.  John said that he didn’t know they came in different 

sizes.  It didn’t put him off though and he later studied to become a ski instructor and 

worked the ski seasons at Cairnwell Ski School with Moray Gordon and Gustav 

Fischnaller.  John still works as a ski instructor at Glenshee every winter. 

 He didn’t give up the railways altogether and has built a small ride on railway in 

his back garden, very much enjoyed by the children of Braemar and visiting children too.  John also has a 

portable ride on railway which has been enjoyed at many events like Run Balmoral, Braemar Castle and 

Ballater Victoria Week.  John (thanks to nurse Mary Anderson) joined the committee of Braemar Village 

Hall in 1990 and has been there ever since.  He has had tiered seating installed and the hall has the 

same equipment as a professional theatre.  Every event put on in the Village Hall is always a huge  

success thanks to John’s help.  So if you need a ride on railway for a function, would like to hold an event 

in the Village Hall, learn to ski or be in a Panto, you know who to talk to... 
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Monitoring Birdlife in the Hills  
Angus McNicol, Invercauld Estate Manager 
  
 In the last issue of the Buzzard, we looked at 

some of the ways the gamekeepers at Invercauld 

Estate record data about red grouse, deer and 

hares as well as their habitats.  In this article we 

take a look at the way the gamekeepers help to 

monitor the wide array of other bird species that live 

in the hills around Braemar. 

For many years, the gamekeepers have 

been assisting our ranger undertake annual black 

cock lek counts in the spring.  The male black 

grouse (the female is called a grey hen) likes the 

environment of the woodland edge, where trees 

give way to open moorland.  Over the last ten years, 

an average of 137 black cocks have been recorded 

on Invercauld each spring at a varying number of 

different lekking sites.  Whilst the number of black 

cocks has been falling in recent years in lower Deeside, it has been pleasing to see the numbers counted 

on Invercauld remaining stable. 

 In 2019, the gamekeepers  

undertook a wider observational 

bird survey for the first time.       

Carried out in late spring, they    

recorded breeding pairs of species  

included in the nationally             

recognised Birds of Conservation 

Concern list as being endangered 

(so called ‘red’ and ‘amber’        

species). 963 pairs across 31 of 

these species were observed from 

ring ouzels and curlews to golden 

plovers and meadow pippits, and 

from dotterels and merlins to      

kestrels and ospreys.  These      

figures do not include red grouse 

which are amber listed  primarily           

due to the reduction nationally in the 

extent of their  favoured heather   

habitat. 

Earlier in 2019, BBC’s Landward visited us to see a predation research project in operation.  

Along with a number of upper Deeside estates, the gamekeepers have been assisting the British Trust 

for Ornithology over the last two years to monitor the nests of rare species of waders, such as curlew and 

lapwing, using temperature loggers and video cameras.  The project has been designed to gain further 

insight into how the nests of these birds are predated in different types of habitat.  They have also been 

undertaking transect counts of these species in certain hotspots to record their breeding performance. 

We are very lucky at Invercauld with the number of birds of different species that live and breed 

here.  Much of this success is a by-product of the work of our gamekeepers whose management of the 

landscape, whether for example by muirburn to help heather regeneration or the control of foxes, rats, 

crows and other predators, helps provide a healthy environment in which not just red grouse but so many 

other endangered species of wild bird are able to thrive. 

 

 

Illustrations:  top right -  Curlew;  above - Osprey 

Photographs courtesy of Steven Rennie Photography 
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Allanaquoich Bridge and West 

Quoich track work complete on 

Mar Lodge Estate   

Shaila Rao, Ecologist Mar Lodge Estate 

 It has been a long wait, but the replacement of 

the lower bridge over the Quoich water and the  

re-alignment of the west Glen Quoich track are finally 

complete. We are very happy with the final results 

and we hope our visitors are as well.  Both of these 

projects have definitely presented challenges which 

we have had to overcome through working closely 

alongside the Cairngorms National Park, Historic  

Environment Scotland, SNH, engineers and the  

contractors that carried out the construction work.  

Glen Quoich is a very special area with respect to 

wildlife, habitats, landscape and cultural heritage and 

this is recognised by the array of conservation  

designations covering the glen.  Planning conditions 

have been stringent and NTS has made every effort 

possible to complete the projects with minimal  

disruption to the sites and disturbance to the resident 

wildlife.   

 The bridge has been moved upstream to a 

more stable section as the river is now extremely  

dynamic, mobile and wide in the original location of 

the bridge. The Quoich fan is actually a Geological 

Conservation Review site (http://archive.jncc.gov.uk/page-2947) and the river now has further room to 

move around as natural processes determine.  The area below the bridge is now becoming a great area 

for wading birds. Significant ground works and some loss of regeneration was required to create the track 

to the new bridge.  This was done sensitively and should revegetate relatively quickly.  Interestingly the 

new location of the bridge means it is less visible from the road to Braemar. 

 The new re-aligned section of the Quoich track now provides a stunning walk through the pinewood 

with great views to Beinn a’ Bhuird.  There has been no net gain in track length and the old section of 

track which had been badly washed away in parts by floods has been re-vegetated.  Great care and skill 

was demonstrated by McGowan Environmental Ltd, who were the main contractor, to create the new 

section of track with minimal 

impact on the site.  Felling 

and pruning of trees was  

minimised and the track was 

floated through areas close to 

the old ‘granny’ pines to  

ensure there was no damage 

to their roots. 

 Both of these projects 

have been a challenge but we 

hope you agree that the final 

results are successful and 

given time to heal they do not 

detract from the special  

qualities of Glen Quoich. 

Views of the new Allanaquoich bridge 

Photo left:  New section of 

Quoich track 

http://archive.jncc.gov.uk/page-2947
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St Margaret’s  Jane Smith 
 

 St. Margaret’s opened its doors on Feb 6th to host a special wedding for a 

young American couple who eloped to Braemar.  The ceremony took place in 

the chancel where the bride was bathed in golden light and the dappled colours 

from the stained-glass windows.  After that sublime start to the year we’re  

welcoming Jamie Rodder with his award-winning show ‘The Johnny Cash Story’ 

on 21st March.  Jamie “a powerful and compelling singer” will perform the Cash 

back catalogue and also recount dramatic tales from the artists life.  

 As you know we are caretakers of a masterpiece in ecclesiastical architecture and are committed to 

presenting that as well as running events.  So please come and enjoy the magnificent views from St.  

Margaret’s Tower on 11th 12th April from 12-2 pm.  Sian, our Heritage Officer, will be providing a heritage  

related creative children’s workshop activity.  

 We also love to support young performers so our stage will be bursting at the seams with young  

talent for a lunchtime concert on 25th April with the Edinburgh College Orchestra whose repertoire is drawn 

from film, television and video game music as well as including more traditional concert pieces. 

 May is a very exciting month starting with ‘Splitting Time, Braemar Music Festival’ between 15th and 

17th of May.  Many of you have become fans and friends of the renowned composer Graham Fitkin and  

virtuoso harpist Ruth Wall following their previous visits to St. Margaret’s.  We welcome them back to  

deliver an extended programme including two full concerts, both with an illustrious line up of international 

talent and local musicians.  There is a lunchtime concert and a talk about the relationship between maths, 

time and music by Oxford professor Marcus du Sautoy.  There are workshops for clarsach, percussion, the 

Braemar Choir and an opportunity to join a pop up Braemar Strings Ensemble.  There is also a free sound 

installation on Saturday and Sunday.  This festival will take place at various venues throughout the village 

so please check our website for more details.  Prepare for something different, something new, possibly 

challenging but always a delight and of the highest quality. 

 Fiona Kennedy will be bringing Gretchen Peters one of Nashville's most beloved and respected  

artists on May 30th. People Magazine wrote, "she has already earned herself a spot among country's  

upper echelon of contemporary composers”.  Her latest album, ‘The Night You Wrote That Song: The 

Songs of Mickey Newbury’, is a loving tribute to another Hall of Fame songwriter will be released in May 

2020 so this is an exclusive event.  The line-up also includes Paul Anderson, Nils Elders and Neil Birse. 

This is always a sell out event so early booking is advised.  

 For more information please visit our website www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk  or LIKE our facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsBraemar/?ref=settings  Or join our mailing list by contacting  

lyndsey@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk or  07553 088605.  
 

Residents and regular visitors to the village might be interested in becoming Friends of  
St Margaret’s which, amongst other benefits, offers invitations to special Friends’ Events.  These 
events often give Friends a chance to meet the performers either before or after a show.  Why not 

have a look at the programme on www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk  The site has a link to the  
detailed benefits of becoming a Friend and the cost, plus information on how to join. 

Golf Club  Robert Pern 
 

 The Clubhouse will re-open for business as usual on the 4th of April.  Over the 

winter the clubhouse has been in constant use for Pilates, Yoga and the Braemar 

Ukulele Players.  These will continue throughout the year and anyone interested in 

joining any of these should contact the Golf Club.  We are always happy to welcome 

any interest from local groups or clubs looking for a venue! 

 Preparations for the new season are now underway.  Our Green Keeper,  David, 

has been busy to ensure the course is in fantastic condition for 2020.  Work on the 

new practice area has started and will be ready for use in 2021.  We now have two 

new Buggies.  Both the Practice area and the Buggies have been thanks to  

sponsorship from the Fife Arms Hotel.  Memberships are now available - including social membership for 

those just wishing to use the clubhouse facilities.  Over the next few months we will be hosting various 

evening events including Horse Racing(!), Open Mic, Northern Soul, Bingo and Food Events. 

 

For any enquiries please  01339 741618 or email steward@braemargolfclub.co.uk 

http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsBraemar/?ref=settings
mailto:lyndsey@stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk
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Wee Jessie and Braemar  Dr Eve Soulsby 

 This article is about a very special lady golfer, Jessie Valentine, who was 

closely associated with Braemar throughout her life.  Jessie (or ‘Wee Jessie’ as 

she was affectionately called) was taught her remarkable golfing skills by her  

father, Joe Anderson, the Professional at Braemar Golf Club between 1920 and 

1940.  Even at the age of five, Jessie had already learned a golf swing which 

stood her in good stead all her life.  

 Jessie spent her childhood and teenage summers playing not only at  

Braemar but also the nearby nine hole courses at Mar Lodge, at Invercauld 

House and at Balmoral.  Indeed Lord Wigmore, private secretary to George V, 

invited her to play with him on the Balmoral course in 1934.  Not only that but so 

proud of her were the Braemar golfers that they gave her a solid silver trophy to 

commemorate her winning the 

British Girls’ Open in 1933. 

 Two golf events during 

2019 served to remind us of 

some of Wee Jessie’s  

successes.  The first was the 

2019 Men’s Open played at  

Royal Portrush.  It was here that 

Jessie won the second of her three British Ladies’ Open 

titles in 1955.  Furthermore, she had been runner-up in 

1950, the previous time the tournament had been held at 

that prestigious and very difficult golf course. 

 The second event was the Solheim Cup held at 

Gleneagles where Suzann Petersen was carried shoulder 

high from the 18th green after winning the final match and 

thereby the Cup for Europe against the USA.  So similar 

to 83 years previously when Jessie was carried shoulder 

high from the 18th green at Gleneagles after winning 

her match and thereby producing a draw in the Curtis 

Cup Match against the USA in 1936. 

 Jessie continued her lifelong association with 

Braemar in 1960, when the Golf Club was going 

through one of several financial crises.  Having retired 

from tournament golf the previous year, she opened a 

Bazaar in aid of the Club, drawing a large number of 

fans to spend their money in the cause.  In 1987, she 

accepted Honorary Membership of the Club and  

presented the prizes at the 1989 Braemar Men’s 

Open.  In 2000 she attended a lunch in her honour 

held in the new Braemar Clubhouse and then two 

years later she lent eight of her trophies for the Club’s 

Centenary Exhibition. 

 Wee Jessie, MBE, won three British Opens, six 

Scottish titles, the New Zealand and the French 

Opens, and played in seven Curtis Cups and in 66  

other international matches.  How fortunate is Braemar 

to have been associated with such a star for 85 years. 

Wee Jessie, aged 5, 

practising her swing in 

front of the old Golf Club 

tearooms, demolished in 

1975 and now the site of 

the men’s medal tee.  

Jessie Valentine accepting the British Ladies’ Open 

Trophy from the Captain of Portrush in 1955 

Outside the Clubhouse in 2000.  L to R, Jimmy      

Donald, Jessie Valentine, Janette and Innes Wright  

(of Aboyne) 
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Braemar  

Bowling  

Club 

 

 The new 

bowling season 

will be starting 

shortly - hopefully by the end of April (weather 

permitting.)  Look for information on the Braemar 

Community Group facebook page and/or check 

the noticeboard by the Braemar Bowling Club for 

information on the club AGM and on the opening 

of Bowling Green.    

 All members, both old and new, are  

welcome to come along and join in.  On Monday 

evenings we hold a ‘Hat Night’ when all can enjoy 

an evening of bowling.  New adults and  

youngsters wishing to bowl are always welcome 

to come along and participate and there will  

always to someone on hand to help and advise.  

Wednesdays are often league match nights, but 

the green is open to play on at all other times.  

There’s also an open invitation for visitors @ £3 

per person.  For access to the bowling club for 

mats, bowls etc. please contact John  013397 

41309, Dorothy 41917 or Doug 41378 or 

(m) 0758122730 

Braemar Community 

Garden 

 Currently the Community  

Garden is under snow but we are  

optimistically thinking of Spring.  Seed 

sowing will commence at the  

beginning of March with planting out 

from April and this year we are hoping 

to try a few new things in the garden including 

beans, peas and courgettes.  We might not  

manage the banana leaves sought after by one of 

our members though!  

 Current community gardeners enjoy their 

food, and we get plenty of produce to share 

amongst us.  We like to share recipes and are  

frequently found restoring our energy levels with 

coffee and cake.  

 No knowledge of gardening is required and 

all ages and levels of fitness are welcomed.  We 

have work parties in the summer where we get  

together to work in the garden, learn from each  

other and have fun.  

 If you would like to join the community garden 

for 2020 just get in touch with Aimi Blueman 

07725 001817 or David Sherrard 07746598095. 

Membership will be just £5 per family this year.  

Spring/Summer workshops organised by Braemar Creative Arts Festival  

 We are looking forward to several Spring workshops again this year.  The 

first of these is on the 4th and 5th April when our lovely willow weaving teacher, 

Helen Jackson will be running a two day workshop on making large fireside  

baskets for logs.  This class is in great demand when she does it in her own studio, 

and we are very grateful that she is willing to bring it to Braemar.  

 Then especially for the children on Monday 6th April (first day of school 

holidays) we have Karen Helling offering a day of creative crafts suitable for all 

ages.  Under 7s should be accompanied but Karen will have some crafts suitable 

for the adults who are waiting. 

 Next we have a visit from the Samba Sisters from Dumfries in April.  On Saturday 18th,  our local 

band Marramba and the Samba Sisters have been invited to join forces to entertain at Run Balmoral.  If 

you hear them and are interested in learning some Samba rhythms there will be a beginners’ workshop 

on Sunday 19th.  

 On the first weekend in June, 5th – 7th Carole Williams, the National drama advisor for Scottish  

Community Drama Association will be visiting from Glasgow to run some inspirational workshops on  

theatre craft.  Finally on the last weekend in June, our singing teacher from Edinburgh, Yvonne Burgess, 

is coming to do a couple of days of wonderful singing.  

 Each of the above workshops will be advertised with full details on how to sign up, on the BCAF  

Facebook page and website, and on the Braemar Community page nearer the time. 

 Very soon the BCAF committee will be meeting to start putting the October programme together. 

Now is the time to let us know if there are any particular workshops in any of the creative arts, be it music, 

dance, drama, fine arts, needlework, crafts or culinary skills  that YOU would like to see added to the  

programme.  With nine years experience we have made lots of contacts and we pride ourselves on being 

able to find excellent teachers.  Please email braemarartsfestival@gmail.com or call 01339 741225 to  

register interest in any of the above or to suggest new workshops for October. 

mailto:braemarartsfestival@gmail.com
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Slow ukulele sessions  

Interested? 

 What’s a ‘slow’ 

session?   It’s the  

opportunity for those not 

very confident at ukulele 

playing to join in some 

easy songs at a slow 

pace OR an opportunity 

for those who have  

never played the ukulele before to give it a go (we 

have ukuleles available to borrow ).    
 

 The timing of the sessions will be organised 

to suit the majority - during the day or early  

evenings -  in a central Braemar location.  Sessions 

will be free and open to all adults.   
 

 Playing ukulele is a fun, sociable activity.  It’s 

an instrument that requires minimal musical 

knowledge, it’s small, portable and inexpensive to 

buy.  Half a dozen chords and you can play a  

multitude of songs.  What’s not to like?!   Come and 

give it a go. 

 

For further information or to register interest: 

Contact Liz Robertson 0791264 7351    

Email: emrobertson145@gmail.com 
 

Braemar Local  

History Group 

 Our talk in January 

saw Alistair Cassie  

providing a detailed and  

interesting report on the  

renovation of Ballater  

Railway Station, whilst in February Peter Fraser 

gave an enjoyable talk on ‘A Lifetime of  

Gamekeeping from Glentanar to Invercauld.’   The 

next talk on March 15th will be given by Simon 

Blackett on the History of Skiing in Glenshee. 

 

 Our NEW Historical Guide to Braemar and 

District,  will be launched on 29th March at a  

reception to be held in St. Margaret’s.  We are  

indebted to the many people who have contributed 

stories, memories and pictures but in particular to 

Maureen Kelly who has painstakingly researched 

and compiled what we hope you will agree is an 

accessible, attractive and easily read, 32 page 

guide.  We also wish to thank Braemar Community 

Council and the Golf Club for their donations 

towards production costs.  The Guide will be  

available from local outlets, price £3.00. 

 Our local History Group Guided walks  

commence Wednesday 15th April at 3pm and  

Tuesday evenings from 5th May at 7.30pm.  If you 

haven’t been on a guided walk yet - come and join 

us!      Doug Bruce 

Line Dancing for Health  
Marilyn Baker 

 

 These boots were made for walkin’ and for 

dancing so why not get them on and come along 

to Castleton hall on Friday mornings from 10:30 

until 12:00 and join the growing number of  

people who, while enjoying some of the best 

country and western music, are building muscle 

and bone strength, improving balance and  

exercising the brain as well as the body. 

 

 No prior experience is needed as each 

dance routine is walked through before the  

music starts, and even if you think you have two left feet, it’s not a problem.  And if you get completely lost 

(as I sometimes do) just do your own thing to the uplifting music, and feel your spirits rise. 

 

 The movements in line dancing, the stepping in all directions, is proved to be excellent for people 

suffering from osteoporosis, and to prevent the condition too.  We pay just £2 for the session and that  

includes a cup of tea/coffee.  After the hall rent is paid all profits will be going to Osteoporosis Research - 

so it is a win/win situation!  

 

 No need to register, no need to attend every week, no need to dress up, just turn up at 

Castleton Hall any Friday at 10.30.  Yeeha!  Call for more details 01339 741225 
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News from Braemar Castle  Doreen Wood 

 The Castle may be closed for the winter but, of course, that never 

means Castle activity stops!  Planning for our 12th season is progressing well 

with a brand new range of “Braemar Castle” products for the shop and our 

regular Events calendar including our Murder Mystery Dinners and Shake 

Hands with History supplemented by a very exciting programme of  

fundraisers for our “Raising the Standard” project.    

 The project will see the Castle and curtain wall stripped and completely 

reharled.  The colour has been a hot topic and we were delighted to receive 

an informal visit from HRH Prince Charles in January to take a look at the 

test patches.  Fortunately, he likes the same colour we do, the lightest blush 

of Mrs Farquharson pink! 

 Of course, the project remains an aspiration until we get the necessary 

funding together.  Next target is to raise another £160,000 by the 1st June.  

Provided we, the Braemar community, can raise £500K we are optimistic we 

will receive the balance from the National Heritage Lottery and from Historic 

Environment Scotland to fund the total project cost of £1.4M.  As you can 

see from the barometer, we’re getting there, but have a bit to go.  We need 

to reach a minimum of £300,000 by June 1st.  If we can spread the word so 

those further afield with an affection for Braemar also know their donations 

will be greatly appreciated, it will be, still challenging, but hopefully do-able. 

https://www.braemarcastle.co.uk/donations/ 

 Catriona Skene, our local fundraiser, has a busy programme planned, both 

in Braemar and further afield to move us towards our target.  The most ambitious 

will be on Saturday 25th July when Braemar will attempt to enter the annals with 

our Guinness Book of Records attempt for the most people doing the Military two 

step!  Can we fit over 1,453 into the Castle grounds to beat the record?  And on Sunday 26th, a huge day 

of multi-period re-enactment and historical pageantry is planned.  More info on our Events programme, 

including details about entering Run Balmoral, on behalf of the Castle, at www.braemarcastle.co.uk/

events-2020/ .  Our other fundraiser, Catherine Francis, who is pursuing Trusts and Funds, is also making 

good progress in a competitive market.  

 If you’d like to have fun and get involved with the Castle team, there are endless roles, please email 

our volunteer coordinator Anni Stonebridge at braemarvolunteering@gmail.com  Thank you for all your 

contributions so far for this huge project, both monetary and as volunteers.  Your enthusiasm and  

participation will get us there and we’re confident that, with your continued support, we will be “Raising the 

Standard” in August 2022 for the Castle and Braemar. 

Braemar Community Limited Directors - Opportunity 
  

 Braemar Community Limited, set up by the Community Council in 2004 to action projects on behalf 

of and of benefit to the village, are seeking 2 new Directors to bring the Board up to full strength of nine 

Directors.  BCL both deliver and support a diverse range of local projects.  Delivered Projects include the 

restoration of the cottages at Auchtavan, the building of 2 bridges - across the Clunie and the Monega 

Bridge in Glenshee - the creation of the Corriemulzie Hydro Scheme and the re-opening and operation of 

Braemar Castle.  Projects supported by BCL in their initial stages include St Margaret’s, the Playpark, the 

Nature Trail, the Local History Group and Mountain Festival as well as the operation of Kindrochit Castle, 

following its stabilisation by Aberdeenshire Council. 

 Current projects include support for the proposed housing development in Tomrichton wood, the 

possibility of taking on the management of the wood itself and also, extending the Deeside Way to  

Braemar.  At present, we are engaged in ‘Raising the Standard’ to deliver a £1.4M project to reharl  

Braemar Castle and improve the visitor experience.  Like the Hydro Scheme, in due course, these projects 

are likely to become separate entities. 

 If you would like more information and have skills and interests which you would like to contribute to 

the community, please contact Chair, Simon Blackett  simon.blackett@btconnect.com, Vice Chair Doreen 

Wood doreen.a.wood@btinterent.com or Finance Director, Dave Chandler  davechandler32@gmail.com 

by 15th March. 

https://www.braemarcastle.co.uk/donations/
http://www.braemarcastle.co.uk/events-2020/
http://www.braemarcastle.co.uk/events-2020/
mailto:braemarvolunteering@gmail.com
mailto:simon.blackett@btconnect.com
mailto:doreen.a.wood@btinterent.com
mailto:davechandler32@gmail.com
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 Magical Monday 
 

Where?  Farquharsons Bar each Monday at 
3.30pm...  

 

This is a new initiative within Braemar  

Community.   

This is now a book club for all ages, but especially 

children. Everyone is welcome. 

 

"I like the science books"  David aged 7 
"I like how there are books for all ages and baby 
toys"  Katie and Lucas-3months 
"It's wonderful"   Hannah, Mum 
"I like the toys with the books"  Ella aged 6 
"I like we get to read stories to everyone. There 
are books for babies, medium aged kids and 
adults. I want the club to stay forever"  
Alexis aged 8 
"I like it cause mummy reads to me"  
Helen aged 4 
"I like the farm animals and books,  I like mum-
my and daddy takes me here"  Lucas aged 4 
"I like coming after school and all the books, 
good company and a large range of books"  
Zuzana, Mum 
 

"This has been a great group to set up, it is the 
families that make it successful, I am also very 
lucky to have had helpers from the primary 
school, (Maddalena helped initially) and Alexis 
is my regular helper just now"  
 

Fiona Lawrence, creator of the book club. 
  

What’s going on  - Braemar  

Primary School ... 
 
P1-3 project   In January p1-3 started a building 

project.  They did their project for 6 weeks.  On the 

first week they were studying what buildings were 

made of.  They found out that they were made out of  

bricks, clay, reeds, stones, wood, mud and turf. 

They all had help from a lady called Sian.  On the 

second week they all learned how to build buildings 

they used pretend mortar to glue the mini bricks  

together.  They all used clay and stones to build 

walls and use paper bricks to build walls with no line 

of weakness.  Eilidh said it was fun because we 

used moams to make arches of blocks.  Lucian said 

it was fun because we were using cardboard to 

make 3d blocks.     By Abigail 
 

Book review – Black Water   

In Primary 4-7 we read a book 

called Black Water 

by Barbara Henderson.  We all  

enjoyed it and the end of every  

chapter is a cliff hanger and makes you want to read 

on.  We all got annoyed (in a good way) when 

Mrs MacLean said we had to stop reading.  It was 

quite a short book so it would be good for younger 

readers who have just started reading novels and 

don’t want it to be very long.  It is also a very good 

book for reading in class as it is very good for a wide 

age range.  I would recommend it for people 

who are just starting novels right though to adults.   

 Mrs MacLean said, “I enjoyed reading it and it 

helped me learn about Robert Burns’ life outside of 

being a poet and it was about real places.”   Another 

pupil said, “I liked how it was a cliff hanger.”   

 We all enjoyed the book and we hope that 

there might be a second book.  

By Olivia McCulloch 
 

Braemar School Bird Watch   On Monday 

10th of February we had a bird watch.  There were 

three different groups.  The first group went with Kim 

for the bird watch then they halved the first group. 

One half did the bird watch for 10 minutes and the 

others listened to sounds of birds on the ipads with 

Mrs Maclean.  Then the second group came in 

and the first group went to Mrs Nixon's class to do 

a quiz and made bird snappers.   

 Then the second group came into Mrs Nixon 

class.  The third group went in to do the bird 

watch then the first group went to Mrs Woods class 

to do some bird games.     By Victor 
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What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Mar 15 Sun BLHG The History of Skiing.  Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Mar 21 Sat Johnny Cash Story, St Margaret’s 7.30pm. 

Mar 25 Wed Hive meeting, Games Paviliion, 1.00pm 

Mar 29 Sun Launch of new historical guide to Braemar,          

St Margaret’s 

Apr 1 Wed Braemar Castle and Balmoral Castle re-open  

Apr 2 Thur Antique Valuation Day, Braemar Highland Games 

Centre 10am - 3 pm 

Apr 4/5 BCAF Willow weaving workshops.  Info 41225 

Apr 5 Sun Lenten lunch organised by St Andrews Church, 

details to follow 

Apr 6 Mon BCAF Kids Creative Crafts Day.  Info 41225 

Apr 11/12 St Margaret’s guided tour tours 12 - 2pm. 

Apr 15 Wed BLHG guided village history walks start.  Meet   

outside the Invercauld Hotel at 3pm. 

Apr 19 Sat BCAF Samba drumming workshop.  Info 41225 

Apr 18/19 Run Balmoral  www.runbalmoral.com 

Apr 20 Mon Braemar Community Council Meeting, 7.30pm  

Braemar Primary School.  All welcome. 

Apr 23 & 25 Black Grouse Dawn watch, Mar Lodge Estate, 

5.00am, £27pp Booking 013397 20164 

Apr 25 Sat Edinburgh College Orchestra, St Margaret’s, 

1.30pm.  Details:  www.stmargarets.org.uk 

May 5 Tues BLHG - Evening guided village history walks start.  

Meet outside the Invercauld Hotel at 7.30 pm. 

May 8 Fri VE day service/tea party St Andrews 

May 15-17 Splitting Time, Braemar Music Festival, St Mar-

garet’s.  Details:  www.stmargarets.org.uk 

May 30 Sat Transatlantic Connections, St Margaret’s, 8.30pm 

June 5-7  

 

BCAF Theatre craft weekend.  Info/booking        

013397 41225 

June 15 Mon Braemar Community Council Meeting, 7.30pm   

  

  

  

  

  

Aberdeenshire Council 

Road Faults Report your 

potholes directly to             

Aberdeenshire Council via a 

handy online map 
www.online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Please send news/articles for the Buzzard to:  

 info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
 

Deadline for the next edition:  May 29th 2020 

Website:  www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a page.   

Village Bin Collections 

Tuesdays 
 

Wheelie Bin (now 3 weekly) 

 

March 17th, 

Apr 7th, 28th 

May 19th 

 

Recycling 

Mar 24th,31st 

Apr 14th, 21st, 

May 5th,11th, 26th 

 

Note:  Food waste caddy is 

emptied every week 

Easter Church 

Services 

 

Combined Churches 

Walk of Witness 3pm  

-Good Friday April 10th 

 

St Andrew’s RC Church 5pm 

Easter Sunday April 12th 

 

Braemar Church - Easter, 

check board for details 

 

 

 

 

Ukulele group  

Now meets on Friday       

evenings in Castleton Hall 

(downstairs) @ 7.30pm.  

Come and join us... ukes 

available to borrow.   New to 

ukulele  playing?  Then you 

might be interested in our 

slow sessions - see article on 

page 13  for details. 


