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Announcing the 10th Braemar Creative 
Arts Festival Oct 23rd -31st 2021 

 This year the workshops and classes will be spread over 

nine days instead of the usual five, in order to reduce numbers 

visiting on any one day.  A range of art, craft, dance, music, 

drama and creative writing activities will be on the programme.  

All details will be announced on the ‘Braemar Creative Arts 

Festival’ Facebook page in early October or to get in touch 

email braemarartsfestival@gmail.com 

 And of course, running alongside the festival will be the 

Knitwits’ customary annual trail.  The theme this year: ‘2021: A 

Space Odyssey’ which promises to be out of this world… (see 

photo left!)  There will be real and imagined space themed knits 

including planets, Dr Who, Star Wars and Star Trek…  The trail 

will be in place 16th - 30th October with maps to download and 

online sales of the knitted delights!  

 Activity in Braemar  begins to return to something more 

akin to normal after Covid lockdowns.  For club news, see page 

7.  For  a nifty website with the latest information on local Covid 

infection rates, see page 6. 

The Inver Stone  Pictured above, a  

‘lifting’ of the Inver Stone on July18th at the  

unveiling of a plaque in the Games Park.  The stone 

dates back to around 1715 and June Richard and her 

family have been looking after it.  The plaque  

commemorates the passing of the stone to the Royal 

Highland Society (BRHS) - to keep it safe and  

accessible to lifters.   Already in its first month 15  

people have successfully lifted it to varying standards 

-  coming from Texas, Ontario and the UK.  For more 

news from the BRHS see page 3. 
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Braemar News Group 
www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  

 

Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer: Colin Hunter 

Secretary:  Margaret Palmer 013397 41590  

Buzzard Editor:  Liz Robertson 013397 41030  
 

Please send any news/letters/articles to 

By email:  info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 

By post:  Coldrach Lodge,Chapel Brae AB35 5YT 

By phone:  013397 41030 
 

For advertising: contact Richard Baker  

013397 41225.  Adverts cost £20 per eighth of a 

page. 

 

Past and current editions of the Buzzard can be 

viewed online on our website:  

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk  and also on the  

Braemar Community website  

www.braemarcommunity.com  Copies are delivered 

free of charge within the locality of Braemar.  Extra 

copies can be obtained from the garage, the art  

gallery and the newsagent/pharmacy.  The Buzzard 

is funded by advertising and donations - donation 

tins are at all these outlets for any very welcome 

contribution towards costs. 

  

Deadline for the next (December edition): 

November 21st  2021 

 Community Update  

Braemar Community Council  The new 
council members (following recent elections) are:  
Brian Wood (Chair); John Torrance (Secretary); 
Alison Walker (Treasurer); Molly McIntosh; Dave 
Sherrard; Alistair Simpson 

 Chair Brian Wood writes:  We’re small in 

number but high in enthusiasm and as we emerge 

from the pandemic and all the restrictions that have 

curtailed our day to day lives we are keen to get a 

new focus on issues which have been causing 

Braemar people concern for some time.  Issues 

such as parking, traffic management, ambulance 

provision are all high on our agenda as are housing 

and planning matters.  We are also committed to 

reviewing and updating the Braemar Community 

Action Plan and bringing together the main projects 

and developments within the village.  We cannot do 

these things on our own however and we need 

your input.  If you have any views or ideas you’d 

like to share then please get in touch with us.  You 

might also consider joining the Community Council.  

We can co-opt additional members to work with us 

until the next round of elections.  This would give 

you opportunity not only to contribute but also find 

out more about the workings of the Council and 

whether it is something you’d like to be part of.  We 

look forward to hearing from you.  You can contact 

us at:   braemarccsecretary@outlook.com 

 

Braemar pop up Pantry  

has vacated the premises of 

the ‘Old Highland Society  

Office’ (as BHRS have  

decided to sell the premises).  

Thank you to those who 

helped clear out and to Doug for transporting 

goods on his trailer.  All food will be held at St  

Andrews Chapel house until we sort new premises.  

We have been awarded funding of £2000 from  

Aberdeenshire Council Resilience fund, for which 

we are very grateful, and will be purchasing a large 

shed very soon from which to operate - do watch 

for notice.  We would like to say a huge thanks to 

all supporters and volunteers at the 'shoppie' in its 

time and to BHRS for the use of the 'office' while 

we have been based there.  We will have one day 

a week when goods will be available at Chapel 

House and this will be announced on Face book - 

but you are not confined to that day you can just 

give us a call.  We are working on new plans to set 

up a Community Learning space and hopefully will 

be able to report on these in the next Buzzard.  

          Carole Paterson 07708 001798 

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor 

Whilst on holiday from England &  

enjoying a riverside walk in beautiful countryside 

near Braemar, we inadvertently strayed into a  

private garden to eat our picnic lunch.  The lady 

owner, instead of remonstrating with us for  

trespassing onto her property, very kindly offered to 

bring us refreshments.  She returned with a tray 

complete with a large pot of tea, a jug of milk & a 

plate of biscuits.   It was so good to sit relaxing in 

the sunshine with our sandwiches & very refreshing 

mugs of tea & have a pleasant chat with the very 

generous lady & her husband.  We would like to 

thank them both for their kindness and send them 

our best wishes.  They made our day perfect. 

Roy, Margaret & Patrick Davies. 

Macclesfield, Cheshire. 

 

(And a bit of investigative work showed that the 

kind lady with the tea was Mary McNaught.  Ed) 

mailto:braemarccsecretary@outlook.com
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great success with most disciplines either  

displayed or contested. Our thanks to HRH 

Prince Charles the Duke of Rothesay for  

spending so much time with the athletes and  

dancers. It gave them a great boost.  Sadly, like 

some of us, the covered grandstand is suffering 

from fatigue.  Great efforts are being made to  

ensure that it is ready for September 3rd 1922 but 

meantime it is out of use. David Geddes 

 

Braemar Care 

Although it has been 

so nice to see an  

easing of restrictions 

and life almost back to 

some sort of normal, it 

has also meant a rise 

in Covid infections.  Thankfully the hospital  

admissions and serious effects of the virus seem 

to be quite low.  If you are still unsure about  

venturing out locally especially with so many  

visitors in Braemar, please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch with me at Braemar Care.  We can offer 

services such as shopping, newspaper and  

prescription delivery also transportation to any 

medical appointments.   

 Braemar Care carried out it’s 3 year  

evaluation in early July lead by Dr Jacqui Bell 

and Dr Fiona Murray, both from the NHS.  They 

spoke to carers, volunteers, clients and their fam-

ilies.  The findings are currently being  

processed and all members of Braemar Care  

eagerly await the outcome, hopefully we are  

doing everything right! 

 We are currently raising funds to buy a  

Raizer (emergency lifting chair) for Braemar - 

check out the video on Youtube 

https://youtu.be/rdiowOJOMhQ  

The chair will be a great asset to the community.  

The Raizer costs approximately £3600 so it isn’t 

cheap.  We have secured some funding thanks to 

the Co-op and Aberdeenshire Council but still 

have a little way to go.  Any donations greatly 

appreciated. 

 Finally, Braemar Care are always actively 

seeking to recruit carers and volunteers.  Carers 

will receive a very good rate of pay, flexible 

hours, full training, uniform and personal  

insurance.  If you would like any information on 

any aspect of Braemar Care please don’t hesitate 

to phone me on 0793 636724 or email me on 

susie@braemarcare.com   Our AGM is on  

October 6th, 7.30pm, at the Highland Centre, do 

come along.  Thank you. 
 

Susie Farquharson – Care Co-ordinator 

Community Update (cont.) 

St Andrew's Church reluctantly it was decided 

not to hold the community garden day due to rising 

covid numbers.  Should conditions allow, we hope 

to do something to celebrate St Andrew's day.  The 

church is open for an hour a couple of days a week 

for quiet prayer or reflection and all are welcome.  

The open times are published on face book - face 

masks must be worn please and hand sanitizer 

used.  Mass is held once a fortnight on a Saturday 

at 6pm (more information on notice board and Face 

book). 

 There is a Charity table at the top of 

Chapel Drive and donations (dvds, books etc.) are 

very welcome.  Any money raised is split between 

St Andrew's and the Pantry funds.  Thank you to all 

who have taken goods and donated (and to the  

little lad who didn't  take anything but donated 

some of his pocket money xx).  So far we have 

raised £130 and counting. Thank you!  
Carole Paterson 

 

Orchard and Community  

Garden  All are welcome to use 

the benches in the garden for  

picnics or just to enjoy the sun.  

For those who wish to take a more active role in the 

community garden, keep in touch via the ‘Braemar 

Community Garden’ Facebook page.  

 

Braemar Royal Highland      

Society  This summer the Park 

has been better utilised for parking -  

helping, if only in small part, to ease 

the parking problems elsewhere in 

the village.  We have experimented 

with some different activities - three 

days of Segways (which were sold out); touch  

rugby; fish and chip van.  The putting has been 

busy almost every day and the toilets have been 

opened. 

 We have adopted a cautious approach to 

opening the exhibition and the café and if all goes 

well a limited range of food and drinks should be 

available at weekends and various other times. 

The exhibition has been and will be open  

weekends and other times by arrangement with the 

IT side of the archive almost ready to be accessible 

along with other exciting upgrades.  Bookings for 

next year are looking positive and we have a  

number of mini highland games booked as well as 

enquiries for weddings and corporate/coach 

events. 

 The Grampian Highland Games event was a 

https://youtu.be/rdiowOJOMhQ
mailto:susie@braemarcare.com
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Geva Blackett 

 07876 475 269 (m) 

Email: 

cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 

 As we near the end of what has been a  

pretty good summer weather wise, there seem to 

be a few main issues affecting the village. 

 The first is clearly the parking. I think we 

are all agreed action needs to be taken to make 

sure we have adequate car parking facilities so 

that our roads are safe and no one is blocked in by 

someone thinking it’s acceptable to block 

someone’s driveway!  We need to find a solution 

that doesn’t simply push the traffic away from one 

awkward spot to another.  Ballater is having  

exactly the same issues.  Janelle Clark, Marr Area 

Manager, at my behest has organised a meeting 

on September 16th to include all those within the 

council with a responsibility for off road parking, 

the police, the CNPA (whose role is visitor  

management) and the community council chairs 

(Ballater & Braemar).  I will provide an update on 

my council Facebook page and of course  

‘Welcome to Braemar’ too.  The community council 

will be discussing the issues at their October  

meeting and all community members are welcome 

to attend.  Those without access to Facebook  

please feel free to just ask Brian Wood or myself. 

  The second is Aboyne hospital. The  

hospital and the wonderfully caring staff have  

provided a calm and restful place for those  

reaching the end of life; for those being ready to 

leave Aberdeen Royal Infirmary (ARI) but not quite 

ready for home; and for those in need of a bit of 

nursing for a few days to help get them back on 

their feet, but not sick enough to take up a bed in 

Aberdeen.  A really valuable resource to those of 

us living in this very beautiful but remote  

community! 

  The hospital’s future – and indeed that of all 

medical services in Deeside – are to be the subject 

of a ‘Strategic Needs Assessment’ (SNA) to  

determine ‘how all of the services we are  

responsible for providing across Deeside work  

together, and how we can ensure that they are  

future proofed and ready to deliver the best care 

possible to the Deeside populations.’  The  

assessment will encompass GP practices, Care 

Homes, Care at Home, Secondary Care Clinics 

(those provided by consultants from ARI),  

Community Nursing, Community Mental Health to 

name but a few.  This will include consulting with 

the community and for those who cannot access the 

on-line engagement, paper copies will be available.   

 At the start of the pandemic Aboyne Hospital 

was mothballed to enable staff to be deployed  

elsewhere and Morven Ward at Glen O’ Dee in  

Banchory provided some beds.  Now we are being 

told there are not enough personnel to staff both 

hospitals and a decision will have to be made as to 

which hospital provides in-patient care until the  

wider SNA is completed.  I would reassure you that 

all three Ward Councillors and Alexander Burnett 

MSP have stated we are against closure of the  

in-patient facility at Aboyne hospital.  I will  

endeavour to keep everyone updated and continue 

to work closely with Dr Cruickshank but please, 

when the engagement process opens (and we can’t 

seem get an answer as to when that might be…) 

everyone needs to feed into it. 

 A brief update on the Ambulance: At the 

start of the summer we had a meeting with Scottish 

Ambulance Service and at the end of August we (Dr 

Cruickshank, Brian Wood, Doug Anderson and I) 

again met with them, the Fire & Rescue Service and 

Alexander Burnett.  Some progress appears to have 

been made with the Fires and Rescue Service – but 

discussions are still ongoing. 

  And Cairngorms National Park  

Authority: A draft National Park Partnership Plan 

will be coming to the next Board meeting and will 

then go out for consultation.  Again an important 

document for this community! 

  

BCL (Braemar Community Ltd) 

 

 With help from Christine Watts and Andrew 

Martin, we are undertaking an audit of what we do 

and why.  We hope this will ensure best use of time 

and talents of our volunteers.  We are seeking new 

Board members.  If anyone is interested please  

contact myself, Doreen Wood or Dave Chandler. 
 

Community Housing  
 At the time of writing we 

await the outcome of our planning 

application.  It now looks very  

unlikely that we will be in a position 

to go out to tender and start on site 

this year due to lack of funds and the exceedingly 

high prices and supply problems for building  

materials.  We remain very positive and hope to 

move forward next year as we hope the building 

industry settles down.  All being well and once we 

have a Building Warrant, we hope to take down the 

old farm buildings later this year.    
Simon Blackett 

mailto:cllr.g.blackett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Interested in Covid-19 numbers for our area? 
For those of you interested in keeping an eye on how many cases of 

Covid-19 there are in various parts of Scotland, there is a very  

helpful website 

https://www.travellingtabbly.com/Scotland-coronavirus-tracker/local 

which updates a map by 3pm every day for the number of new cases 

found in each intermediate zone over the past 7 days.  It is based on 

the date the test was taken and excludes the most recent three days 

(as the results of tests conducted on these days will not all be in yet).  

For example, if today is the 10th of August, then the map will show 

the number of new cases in the 7 days up to the 7th of August.  The 

colours shown on the map are based on per capita figures (green 

indicates 0).  If you zoom further into the map a label will appear 

which shows the true number of new cases in each zone (Braemar is 

in ‘East Cairngorms’) over the past week.  Please note however, that 

if an area has only reported 1 or 2 new cases in the past week, then 

this will be hidden due to confidentiality concerns - so being green on 

the map does not necessarily mean the area is covid free.  
Margaret Gill 

Interested in a bit more science relating to 

Covid-19? 
 A place that I keep going back to for (almost daily) updates about Covid issues is  

Dr John Campbell’s YouTube channel (search on ‘John Campbell’ from YouTube).  He discusses a 

huge selection of issues varying from worldwide infection rates, current thinking on booster doses, change 

in hospitalisation risk with new variants to spread in schools etc. (all supported with the sources of  

information so that you can go and check these out yourself.)   His interest is in communication of science 

regarding healthcare issues and in my view he does an excellent job - understandable, pragmatic -  I feel 

much better informed.  

 Another good source of information is the ZOE Covid Study - a not for profit initiative launched to 

support Covid-19 research.  No doubt many of you, like me, have been reporting how you feel on a daily 

basis via the Covid Symptom tracker app  (alongside some 5 million other people in the UK.)   The huge 

amount of data collected enables the study to provide statistics for government health bodies and to  

closely track the course of the pandemic in the UK.  Information gathered is summarised weekly via a talk 

on YouTube, recent items have included ‘How does Covid affect children?’ and ‘Covid rising as vaccines 

struggle to contain cases’.         Liz Robertson 

 

For information about Covid related support and advice available in 

Aberdeenshire 
 Visit www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk and search on the Coronovirus pages.  Lots of information here 

ranging from financial support available for businesses or private individuals, updates to Council services 

affected by Coronovirus, to testing for people with and without symptoms.   And of course don’t forget that 

help is available via Braemar Care for day to day support with jobs like shopping, prescription delivery etc. 

(see more on page 3.) 

 

And just to lighten the tone…. 

Why did the chicken cross the road?  Because the chicken behind it didn’t know how to 

socially distance properly. 

I’ll tell you a coronavirus joke now, but you’ll have to wait two weeks to see if you got it. 

What do you tell yourself when you wake up late for work and realize you have a fever?  Self, I so late.  

Matters concerning…...Covid-19 
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Keeping busy …  What’s going on in and around Braemar 

Would you like to participate 
with others in a creative music 
and art project inspired by your 
local landscape? 

 Woodend Music Society, through 

funding provided by Chamber Music Scotland, is 

offering fully funded places to local residents on a 

series of workshops to be held at Crathie Church 

Hall.  Participants will create music and  

drawings taking inspiration from details within the 

Aberdeenshire landscape, to explore how visuals 

can inform music and how music can inform  

drawings.  There is no cost to participants.  You will 

need to bring an instrument with you and have an 

interest in music and drawing, but the workshop  

series is suitable for all levels and ages and does 

not require you to be able to read music. 

 The workshops will be held over two days.  A 

20-minute introductory online session will be held on 

13th September 2021, 6.30-6.50pm.  The Crathie 

workshops will take place on Wednesday 6th  

October, 11am – 3.30pm and Thursday 7th October, 

10am-12pm.  Covid measures will be in place to  

ensure the safety of participants. 

 The workshops will be led by Katy Fennema 

and Naomi McIntosh. Katy Fennema, a practising 

music educator who was the Associate Principal 

Oboe of the Royal Scottish National Orchestra for 

thirteen years.  Also leading the workshops is Naomi 

Mcintosh, an interdisciplinary artist and educator 

who exhibits internationally.  She aims to capture 

and share the experience of being in a constantly 

changing, beautiful and expansive landscape 

through her work.   Sign up, or contact WMS for 

more info at wmsconcerts@outlook.com  

Line  

Dancing 
Currently two 

sessions to 

choose from 

each week - 

both held in the 

village hall: Monday afternoon @ 2pm; Thursday 

evening @7.30pm.  We do have space for a few 

more participants and no previous experience is 

necessary as we walk through the moves of each 

dance.  If you are interested  

Email :braemarartsfestival@gmail.com 

It’s great way to keep fit AND enjoy some fab music. 

Easy moves and a work-out for body, mind and  

spirit.       Marilyn Baker 

Wheesht met on August 22nd for the first time 

in 18 months.  It was great to be back singing to-

gether after such a long enforced break. To sing as 

part of this group was food for the soul.  If you fancy 

singing with us come along and give it a go.  

Sunday 7.15pm in Castleton Hall. Sue Sherrard 

G7 Ukulele Group 

 The group has kept  

singing and playing all the way 

through lockdown on zoom and now (for the last 

month) has been able to get together in person 

every Friday night at 7.30pm in the Bowling  

Clubhouse.   

 A new cohort of novice players has just joined 

us - so this is an excellent time to ’have a go’ at the 

ukulele if you have ever considered it.  We have a 

couple of spare ukuleles that can be borrowed  

before committing to buying your own (not that  

ukuleles are expensive). You don’t need to be  

particularly musical to join in, you don’t have to be 

able to read music.  Our singing skills are fairly  

minimal (!) but we have an enormous amount of fun 

strumming and singing along to a wide spectrum of 

music - country and western, Bob Dylan, bit of  

Elvis…..all the way up to Amy McDonald and 

George Ezra.  We have been running some starter 

sessions just to help the  

beginners along - but you will find 

that with just half a dozen chords 

‘under your belt’ you will have 

access to a large chunk of our  

repertoire!  If you would like to 

give it a try, then contact Liz  

Robertson  013397 41030 or 

drop in at the Bowling club on a 

Friday night.   

mailto:wmsconcerts@outlook.com
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St Margaret’s - News and Events   Colin Hunter  
  

 For artists and audiences alike, it’s hard to put into words just how  

fantastic it has been to welcome the return of live events at St Margaret’s.  In 

July we hosted Scottish Young Trad Musician of the Year Michael Biggins and 

his Canny Band for a superb night of toe-tapping contemporary music folk 

music.  In mid-August we enjoyed our ‘Just Jazz’ night, with vocalist Elaine 

Crighton ably accompanied by Neil Birse (piano), Pete Lowtit (bass) and  

Matthew Kilner (sax).  The venue has been open most days with our  

permanent exhibition on the history of St Margaret’s and Braemar, with a 

steady flow of visitors returning to the village.  With new information boards in 

situ at the back of the nave, please let us know if your business or  

organisation wants to advertise in St Margaret’s.  Our first art exhibition post 

lockdown featured a number of well known local artists and we look forward to 

developing our exhibitions from next year.  We have made a number of improvements over the recent 

months to the venue - although toilet facilities and heating such a big space remain challenging.  

 Looking forward to the rest of 2021, we are extremely fortunate to have been awarded a grant from 

Creative Scotland to support us until the end of December.  Coming up we have our ‘Nae Games Week-

end’ (3-5 September) kicking off with Capercaillie fiddler Charlie McKerron and Friends on the Friday  

evening.  Saturday’s programme includes an ‘In Scots singing sensation Iona Fyfe at night.  On Sunday 5th, 

we welcome Paul Mealor’s Caritas Choir back to Braemar.   

 From 1-3 October, St Margaret’s hosts the first Braemar Folk Festival with folk singing legend Peggy 

Seeger and Calum MacColl headlining Friday night and the blisteringly energetic young trad band ‘Project 

Smok’ performing on the Saturday. There will also be informal sessions in the local pubs together with  

workshops over the weekend. 

 Festival de Noel is in the early stages of preparation but we hope to see the village full of Christmas 

spirit on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th December.  We are organising this event in collaboration with the 
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St Margaret’s - News and Events (cont.)  
 

Ghillie’s Larder (Braemar’s new farmers’ market) and hope to involve businesses across the village.  Main 

events will include a Celebration of Christmas concert on the Saturday at 6pm in St Margaret’s with food, 

drink to get you in the Christmas spirit, preceded by some Christmas craft workshops.  On Sunday 12 th Dec 

there will be food and craft markets with a number of musical interludes throughout the village during the 

day – all rounded off with a festival finale at St Margaret’s at 4pm on the Sunday. 

 We will keep you posted on the Braemar community Facebook page – but also keep looking at our 

website www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk for what’s on and to book tickets.  

Braemar Castle Doreen Wood 

 As we closed the doors of our community Castle 

on Sunday 29th August, our volunteers raised a glass 

to launch our “Raising the Standard” Castle  

re-development programme.  We are optimistic that 

the National Lottery Heritage Fund will give us the 

green light to start the project in October but first we 

must satisfy them with our fundraising progress and 

give them confidence that we will achieve our target.   

 We are continuing to make good progress  

towards the £600,000 target, despite Covid scuppering our more ambitious plans.  We are immensely 

grateful to all those who have supported the campaign so far and made this one of the village’s most  

successful fundraising campaigns ever.  Our hugely enjoyable Exclusively Highlands Craft and Food Fair 

in the grounds of the Castle raised £3,000, our Scramble Golf Tournament £2,000 and our monthly on-line 

Castle history talks with Maureen Kelly are regularly adding to the total.  The next Coffee Talk on Sept 29th 

at 10 am focuses of the life of Farquharson servants and you can book at  

raisingthestandard.org.uk/virtual-castle/ 

 We are continuing to apply to Trusts for larger amounts but, in addition to this, local fundraising will 

be vital to release funding from the National Heritage Lottery Fund.  The next month will see an  

intensifying of efforts as we develop plans for specific campaigns to increase the amount raised locally.  

Various initiatives are in the pipeline and will be announced in the coming weeks.  Meantime, for more  

information, or if you would like to contribute, please contact our RTS fundraiser Sandy Richardson on 

sandy_richardson@icloud.com or Dave Chandler on davechandler32@gmail.com 

 As we, fingers crossed, close the doors for 18 months, we pause to say a huge thank you to all the 

volunteers, and staff, who have helped make the Castle such an outstanding success since the village 

took over from Invercauld Estate in 2007.  From the early days, volunteers have rallied round and done 

whatever was needed to make the Castle the resounding success it has become.  Thank you also to all in 

the village who regularly support Castle Events, spread the word, explain about our scruffy exterior and 

encourage visitors to come and experience the wealth of stories the Castle has to tell.  Hopefully in 18 

months’ time the story will be brighter and shinier with an outstanding, beautifully reharled (pink?), castle 

and an exciting Activity programme to keep the Castle and its grounds at the centre of the community  

during closure and make the Castle even better for everyone when it re-opens. 

Flash Fiction Competition - open to all ages! 

 

Tempted by the fame and fortune of being a bestselling writer?  Or, perhaps more 

achievable in the sort term, could you write something to appear in The Buzzard?  

We are running a little challenge and the best will be printed in the Christmas edition. 

Here’s all you have to do:  

 

Write a short story of no more than 100 words (it might be much less!)  The theme is 

Christmas.  You must include all these words: tree, parcel, sing, minute, grandparent, relief   
Email your entry (or even entries) to fiona_dalziel@yahoo.co.uk by 31st October.  Happy Writing! 

http://www.stmargaretsbraemar.org.uk/
mailto:sandy_richardson@icloud.com
mailto:davechandler32@gmail.com
mailto:fiona_dalziel@yahoo.co.uk
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Braemar Lodge 

 After 25 years in charge Ronnie and Fiona have now decided 

to take a well earned break and have passed the ownership of  

Braemar Lodge Hotel on to new owners, who are a partnership with 

extensive interests in the hospitality sector, already having hotels 

and restaurants in France, Edinburgh and more locally in Aberfeldy. 

 The two partners, Malcolm Scott and Steven McCall,  

appreciate that they have taken over a very successful enterprise, in 

an area which is itself becoming ever more popular and now  

attracting several exciting new artisan businesses. The plan  

therefore is to run the hotel very much as it is today and to retain the 

existing chef, Mike Watt along with many of the existing staff -  

although some exciting new additions to the menu are proposed. 

Malcolm also wishes to introduce some new features into the hotel 

including replacing the existing residents’ bar with a ‘public’ bar which 

will incorporate a specialised whisky section - and possibly with live music at the weekends.  The  

bunkhouse is planned to be converted into a smokehouse and farm shop which will sell local produce  

directly to the village. The cabins too are to be upgraded, both internally and externally, with a view to  

attracting a larger proportion of the developing ‘staycation’ market . 

 With a Northern Irish accent as strong as his predecessor Malcolm will be a very welcoming host at 

Braemar Lodge and we wish him every success in his new venture. 

Fife Arms 

 Marc Denton joins the Fife Arms as new General Manager  

having held various senior management positions in luxury resort  

hotels and wellness retreats from across the globe. Marc is thrilled to 

have relocated to the Braemar area, and has been touched by the 

kindness of the people he met so far and awestruck by the beauty of 

our local surroundings - even on a rainy day (which he has been told 

are very few!) 

 Marc says “Much has happened since the Fife Arms opened its 

doors at the end of 2018, not least the impact of a global pandemic 

which has resulted in our business, like many others in Braemar, 

having to adapt its operations to comply with government regulations 

and to respond to the significant changes which have arisen within 

the travel and hospitality sectors over the last 18 months. 

 Although we are now moving towards a greater sense of  

normality, some key business changes remain in place.  For now, these measures include the need to pre

-book all tables in the Flying Stag, i.e. we are no longer operating on a walk-in basis.  Over the last few 

weeks we have been to be able to re-introduce our Friday Folk nights at the Flying Stag, so please keep 

an eye on our social media pages for details of who will be  

playing each week and remember to make your reservation. 

 We hope to be able to share more of the Fife Arms’ news and developments directly with local  

residents on a regular basis via the Braemar Buzzard.  The whole Fife Arms ‘family’ and I remain  

dedicated to playing our part as members of the local Braemar community: the place where we work, live 

and aim to contribute positively to the future of this beautiful village.” 

New faces to welcome to Braemar 

Marc Denton, General Manager 

Malcolm Scott, welcoming host 

Nice as it is to welcome new faces to the village, it is also sad to see familiar faces go.  This Summer  

Braemar regretfully said ‘farewell’ to Paul & Eve Bolton and family.  Much as I’m sure that Paul ‘s expertise 

will be missed at Mar Lodge, it’s Eve’s skills in physiotherapy, pilates, keep fit, samba drumming - and of 

course on the school parent council, that leaves a huge void in the village.  We wish them all the best.  Ed. 
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The New School Shelter   (pictured left)                                               

Thanks to all the parents and community  

members for donating for our learning shed, we 

are sure to use it a lot.  We have already used it 

about 30 times.  It is very popular at playtime to 

play in.  We are also reading a lot of our new 

book the class reads called Street Child.  You 

might be interested in it, it’s very good- we think 

you would enjoy it.  We are really enjoying our 

new shed and again thank you.  We are very 

grateful for this shed and how much you donated 

to us.  It is very helpful to our newcomers, they 

are enjoying it too.  The P1s like to use it a lot. 

      Jack, P5 

Green dog walkers 

In the summer holidays Mrs Lawrence and 

I did a signing up for green dog walkers.  

We were giving away free gifts for the dogs 

such as buffs, small and large collars, 

badges and dog biscuits if they were  

allowed.  The amount of people that signed 

up was three and that was sad.  But it's 

better than none, am I right?  But as we 

were tidying up, a person with a dog came, 

so we had to quickly set up again. Phew! 

We did it and hopefully we’re going to do it 

again but this time at Braemar Mews.  

By Alexis p6 

 

The parking problem in Braemar   

   Since it is summer a lot of people come up to  

Braemar for their holidays or just for a few hours but, 

since so many people have the same idea, a lot of 

cars come into the village.  A lot of parking is needed, 

and people will park pretty much anywhere so they 

block streets.  One of the worst places they park is 

the bus stop, so the bus needs to park at The Gallery. 

They also park on the bridge so it's causing traffic 

jams and people can be coming really fast into  

Braemar and since the oncoming car can't pull in, it 

could cause an accident.  So, a solution could be 

some little traffic cones on the side of the road, where 

it would not be appropriate to park like they have on 

games day.  Everyone  

coming into Braemar- please 

be considerate to locals and 

anyone who stays in the  

village- be careful for the 

tourists.  Lewis, P7 

What it has been like back at school? 

It has been very fun, and we have started rugby 

for PE.  And we have two new people, and we 

have a new shelter and we have been learning 

Spanish as well as French.  We have started a 

new thing called Genius Hour and we do it every 

Friday where you chose a topic about anything 

you want, and you do lots of research on it and 

then after a month you present your project. 

Cassie, P7 

Braemar Primary School  

reports: 
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What’s on in and around your village? 

Date Event 

Sept 21 Tues Budapest Orchestra in cabaret.  Village Hall. 8.30pm  

Tickets £15 from Braemar pharmacy and online at  

ticketsource.  BYO. 

Sept 29 Wed Braemar Castle online history talk 10am.  Booking  

raisingthestandard.org.uk/virtual-castle/ 

Oct 1-3 St Margaret’s Folk Festival.  Tickets/info at 

www.braemarfolkfestival.com 

Oct 6 Wed Braemar Care AGM.  Highland Centre 7.30pm.  All  

welcome. 

Oct 17 Sun BLHG Village Hall 7.30pm.  Maureen Kelly -  Researching 

Jacobites 

Oct 23 –31 Braemar Creative Arts Festival - details on Facebook 

Oct 31 Sun Deadline for entries to the Flash Fiction competition .   

Details on page 9.  Email to fiona_dalziel@yahoo.co.uk 

Nov 5 Fri Bonfire Night, Balnellan Meadow.   

Nov 21 Sun BLHG Village Hall, 7.30pm.  Tom Kelly - Braemar through 

Old Postcards. 

Dec 11-12 St Margaret’s Festival de Noel 

Mar 3-6 Braemar Mountain Festival 

www.braemarmountinfestival.com 

Braemar  
Local History 
Group   
 

Our enthusiastic 

tour guides  

continue to turn up outside 

the Invercauld Hotel on 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm and 

Wednesdays at 3pm.  

Tuesday walks will continue 

until 14th September and 

Wednesday walks until 21st 

October.  

 Sales of our books  

remain encouraging and can 

be found in most local  

outlets.  October sees the 

start of our winter  

programme of talks… (see  

calendar right for details - 

Oct 17 and Nov 21). 

Bonfire 

Night  

Nov 5 
 

Balnellan 

Meadow.  

Come and enjoy the bonfire.  

Bring your own  

refreshments.  No fireworks 

please.  Under age children 

need to be accompanied by 

a family member. 

Village Bin Collections 

Tuesdays 

 

Wheelie Bin (3 weekly) 

Sept 14 

Oct 5; 26 

Nov 16 

Dec 7 

 

Recycling 

All other weeks 

 

N.B. Green food caddy  

collected every week 

Ballater library 

Now open 10am-2pm on  

Tuesdays and Thursdays to visit 

in person.   

Click and collect Thursday 3-6pm 

and Saturdays 10am-12pm 

 01467 532929 

Braemar Tourism Group 

Are delighted to report that the 

Tourist Information Cabin in the 

Mews is now open, although it is 

not yet fully stocked.  Do pop in and 

have a look. 

Businesses which have leaflets in 

the cabin should top up their own 

stock when needed.  Anyone want-

ing to advertise an upcoming event 

should send details to the Tourism 

Group before the end of the 3rd 

week of the previous month - email 

sarahhubbard21@gmail.com 

For community information relevant to Braemar visit:   

www.braemarcommunity.com   

? Did you know that you can check out the live updates on bus locations 

between Braemar and Aberdeen under ’travel’ on this site. 


